The School Admissions Code 2014

A new School Admissions Code came into force on 19 December.

It introduces a number of freedoms as well as some new requirements. The
relevant parts of the new Code are shown in brackets and should be read in

conjunction with this.

Freedoms

It allows all state-funded schools to give priority in their admission arrangements to
children eligible for pupil premium or service premium funding (paragraph 1.39A).
It also allows all admission authorities of primary schools to give priority in their
admission arrangements to children eligible for the early years pupil premium or
service premium who attend a nursery which is established and run by the
school (paragraph 1.39B). As part of this change, it remove barriers to schools
offering optional wrap-around childcare by ensuring any charges paid by parents
for such childcare would not prevent their children from being prioritised (paragraph

1.9f).

The department has published supplementary non-statutory advice to help
admission authorities use the pupil premium priority in their arrangements. This is
available at www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-the-pupil-premium-or-
service-premium-in-admissions.

Requirements

For admission arrangements determined in 2015/16 for entry in September 2017
(and thereafter), the Code brings forward the dates for admission authorities to
consult locally on their arrangements and reduces the duration of such consultation
from 8 to 6 weeks. It also requires correspondingly earlier dates for the annual
determination and publication of admission arrangements and for objections to
the schools adjudicator (paragraphs 1.43 — 1.50)

The Code now also requires admission authorities to amend their admission
arrangements to comply with a decision of the Schools Adjudicator within two
months of a decision of the Adjudicator (or by 28 February following the decision,
whichever is sooner) unless an alternative timescale is specified by the Adjudicator

(paragraph 3.1).

Both the above changes will help to increase the proportion of parents able to apply
for a school place on the basis of lawful admission arrangements.

The Code further clarifies requirements on the admission of children outside their
normal age group, in particular summer-born children. It introduces a new
requirement on how admission authorities must describe the arrangements for these
children (paragraph 2.17) and how they and local authorities must process such
applications (paragraphs 2.17A and 2.17B). It also makes explicit that a child is



entitled to a full-time place in the September following its fourth birthday
(paragraph 2.16).

The department has published revised supplementary non-statutory advice to help
admission authorities comply with the admission of summer-born children. This is
available at www.gov.uk/government/publications/summer-born-children-school-
admission.

The Code also extends priority for admission to all previously looked after children
(paragraph 1.7 and footnote 17).

The impact on admission authorities and local authorities

Immediate

The requirements on the admission of children outside their normal age group and
the priority for previously looked after children come into effect immediately.
Admission authorities must therefore vary their arrangements straightaway to give
effect to the mandatory requirements of the Code (in line with paragraphs 3.6 — 3.7),
i.e. to give priority to all previously looked after children and make clear the process
for requesting admission out of the normal age group. They must also ensure these
changes are reflected in the arrangements they determine by 15 April 2015 for entry
in September 2016.

Admission authorities must also follow the revised timetable for complying with a
determination of a schools adjudicator, for determinations issued after 19 December
2014.

Admission authorities can use the new freedoms to give priority for children eligible
for the various categories of pupil premium. In order to do this for September 2016
intake they will need to have consulted on revised admission arrangements by 1
March 2015.

Longer-term

Requirements on the revised timetable for determining admission arrangements take
effect in 2015/16, and are therefore slightly longer term, but local authorities and
admission authorities should start to plan for these in good time.



