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Summary and Explanation 
 

 

1. The Council’s Constitution 
 

1.1 Cambridgeshire County Council has a constitution which sets out how the Council 
operates, how decisions are made and the procedures that are followed to ensure that 
these are efficient, transparent and accountable to local people. Some of these 
processes are required by the law, while others are a matter for the Council to choose. 
 

1.2 The Constitution is divided into fifteen articles as set out in Part 2, which set out the 
basic rules governing the Council’s business. More detailed procedures and codes of 
practice are provided in separate rules and protocols at the end of the document. 
 

2. What’s in the Constitution? 
 

2.1 
 
 
 
 
2.2 

Article 1 of the Constitution commits the Council to its core values of working in 
partnership with the public, businesses and other organisations, always acting in an 
open, transparent and accountable manner, producing value for money and continuous 
improvement of its services and ensuring equity in allocation and delivery of services.   
 
The Council’s core values are: 
 

• • Accountability; 
 

• • Respect; 
 

• • Integrity; 
 

• • Value for money; 
 

• • Equity; 
 

• • Excellence. 
 

2.3 Articles 2-15 explain the rights of the public and how the key parts of the Council 
operate. These are: 
 

• • Members of the Council (Article 2); 
 

• • The Public and the Council (Article 3); 
 

• • The Full Council (Article 4); 
 

• • Chairing the Council (Article 5); 
 

• • The Statutory Scrutiny Function (Article 6); 
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• • The Council Leader, Chairs and Vice-Chairs of Committees and Lead Members  
(Article 7); 

 

• • Committees (Article 8); 
 

• • Advisory Process (Article 9); 
 

• • Joint Arrangements (Article 10); 
 

• • Officers (Article 11); 
 

• • Decision Making (Article 12); 
 

• • Finance, Contracts and Legal Matters (Article 13); 
 

• • Review and Revision of the Constitution (Article 14); 
 

• • Suspension, Interpretation and Publication of the Constitution (Article 15). 
 

3. How the Council Operates 
 

3.1 The Council is composed of 61 councillors elected every four years. Councillors are 
democratically accountable to residents of their electoral division. The overriding duty 
of councillors is to the whole community, but they have a special duty to their 
constituents, including those who did not vote for them. 
 

3.2 Councillors have to agree to follow a code of conduct to ensure high standards in the 
way they undertake their duties. The Constitution and Ethics Committee trains and 
advises them on the Code of Conduct. 
 

3.3 All councillors meet together as the Council. Meetings of the Council are normally open 
to the public. Here councillors decide the Council’s overall policies and set the budget 
each year. The Council allocates seats on committees, considers items referred from 
the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee and makes appointments of 
Chief Executive, executive directors and service directors (through a Staffing and 
Appeals Committee). 
 

4. How Decisions are Made 
 

4.1 Committees are responsible for most major decisions. They comprise up to fifteen 
councillors. When major decisions are to be discussed or made, these are published in 
the Council’s Forward Plan insofar as they can be anticipated. If these major decisions 
are to be discussed with Council officers at a meeting of a committee this will generally 
be open for the public to attend, except where personal or confidential matters are 
being discussed. The committees have to make decisions which are in line with the 
Council’s overall policies and budget. If they wish to make a decision which is outside 
the approved budget or Policy Framework this must be referred to the Council as a 
whole to decide. 
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5. The Council’s Staff 
 

5.1 The Council has people working for it (called ‘officers’) to give advice, implement 
decisions and manage the day-to-day delivery of its services. Some officers have a 
specific duty to ensure that the Council acts within the law and uses its resources 
wisely. A Code of Practice governs the relationships between officers and members of 
the Council. 
 

6. Rights of the Public 
 

6.1 The Council welcomes public participation in its work. Members of the public have a 
number of rights in their dealings with the Council. These are set out in more detail in 
Article 3. Some of these are legal rights, whilst others depend on the Council’s own 
processes. The local Citizens’ Advice Bureau can advise on individuals’ legal rights. 
 

6.2 Where members of the public use specific Council services, for example as a parent of 
a school pupil, they have additional rights. These are not covered in the Constitution. 
 

 Members of the public have the right to: 
 
 (a) Vote at local elections if they are registered; 

 
(b) Contact their local councillor about any matters of concern to them; 

 
(c) Obtain a copy of the Constitution; 

 
(d) Attend meetings of the Council and its committees except where, for 

example, personal or confidential matters are being discussed; 
 

(e) Petition to request a referendum on a mayoral form of executive; 
 

(f) Find out, from the Council’s Forward Plan, what major decisions are to be 
discussed by the committees or decided by the officers if delegated by the 
committees, and when; 
 

(g) See reports and background papers and any record of decisions made by 
the Council and its committees; 
 

(h) Submit petitions in accordance with the Council’s Petitions Scheme; 
 

(i) Complain to the Council about the standard of service, actions or lack of 
actions by the Council, its staff or contractors affecting an individual 
customer or group of customers; 
 

(j) Complain to the Local Government Ombudsman if they think the Council 
has not followed its procedures properly. However, they should only do this 
after using the Council’s own complaints process; 
 

(k) Inspect the Council’s accounts and make their views known to an external 
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auditor. 
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Article 1 – The Constitution  
 

 

1.01  Powers of the Council 
 

 The Council will exercise all its powers and duties in accordance with the law and 
this constitution. 
 

1.02  The Constitution 
 

 This constitution, with all its appendices, forms the Constitution of the 
Cambridgeshire County Council. 
 

1.03  Purpose of the Constitution 
 

 The purpose of the Constitution is to: 
 

 1. Enable the Council to provide clear leadership to the community in 
partnership with citizens, businesses and other organisations. 

 
 2. Support and encourage the active involvement of citizens in the process of 

local authority decision-making. 
 

 3. Help councillors represent their constituents more effectively. 
 

 4. Enable decisions to be taken efficiently and effectively. 
 

 5. Create a powerful and effective means of holding decision-makers to public 
account. 

 
 6. Ensure that those responsible for decision-making are clearly identifiable to 

local people and that they explain the reasons for decisions. 
 

 7. Provide a means of improving the delivery of services to the community. 
 

 8. Enable the Council to provide services and opportunities that are available to 
all and fairly allocated. 
 

1.04  Interpretation and Review of the Constitution 
 

 Where the Constitution permits the Council to choose between different courses 
of action, the Council will always choose that option which it thinks is closest to 
the purposes stated above. 
 

 The Council will monitor and evaluate the operation of the Constitution as set out 
in Article 14. 
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Article 2 – Members of the Council 
 

 
2.01  Composition and Eligibility 

 
 (a) Composition: The Council will comprise 61 members, otherwise called 

Councillors. One or more councillors will be elected by the voters of each 
electoral division in accordance with a scheme drawn up by the Electoral 
Commission and approved by the Secretary of State; 
 

 (b) Eligibility: Only registered voters of the county or those living or working there 
will be eligible to hold the office of councillor. 
 

2.02  Election and Terms of Councillors 
 

 The regular election of councillors will usually be held on the first Thursday in 
May every four years. The terms of office of councillors will start on the fourth day 
after being elected and will finish on the fourth day after the date of the next 
regular election. 
 

2.03  Roles and Functions of all Councillors 
 

 (a) Key roles: All councillors will: 
 

 (i) Collectively be the ultimate policymakers and carry out a number of 
strategic and corporate management functions; 
 

 (ii) Contribute to the good governance of the area and actively encourage 
community participation and citizen involvement in decision making; 
 

 (iii) Effectively represent the interests of their electoral division and of 
individual constituents; 
 

 (iv) Respond to constituents’ enquiries and representations, fairly and 
impartially; 
 

 (v) Participate in the governance and management of the Council; 
 

 (vi) Be available to represent the Council on other bodies; and 
 

 (vii) Maintain the highest standards of conduct and ethics. 
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 (b) Rights and duties:   
 

 (i) Councillors will have such rights of access to such documents, 
information, land and buildings of the Council as are necessary for the 
proper discharge of their functions and in accordance with the law. 

 (ii) Councillors will not make public, information which is confidential or 
exempt without the consent of the Council’s Monitoring Officer, or 
divulge information given in confidence to anyone other than a 
councillor or officer who is entitled to know it. 
 

 (iii) For these purposes, ‘confidential’ and ‘exempt’ information are defined 
in the Access to Information Procedure Rules in Part 4 of the 
Constitution. 

 

2.04  Conduct 
 

 Councillors will at all times observe the Members’ Code of Conduct and the 
Protocol on Member/Officer Relations set out in Part 5 of the Constitution. 
 

2.05  Allowances 
 

 Councillors will be entitled to receive allowances in accordance with the 
Members’ Allowances Scheme set out in Part 6 of the Constitution. 
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Article 3 – The Public and the Council 
 
 

3.01  Rights of Members of the Public 
 

 Members of the public have the following rights. Their rights to information and to 
participate are explained in more detail in the Access to Information Procedure 
Rules in Part 4 of the Constitution: 
 

 (a) Voting and petitions: Members of the public on the electoral roll for the area 
have the right to vote and sign a petition to request a referendum for an 
elected mayor. 
 

 (b) Information: Members of the public have the right to: 
 

 (i) Attend meetings of the Council and its committees except where 
confidential or exempt information is likely to be disclosed, and the 
meeting is therefore held in private. 
 

 (ii) Find out from the Forward Plan what key decisions will be taken by 
the Council and its committees and when. 
 

 (iii) See reports and background papers, and any records of decisions 
made by the Council and its committees, except where confidential or 
exempt information is likely to be disclosed. 
 

 (iv) Inspect the Council’s accounts and make their views known to the 
external auditor. 
 

 (c) Complaints: Members of the public have the right to complain to: 
 

 (i) The Council itself under its complaints scheme or any other statutory 
scheme; and 
 

 (ii) The Local Government Ombudsman after using the Council’s own 
complaints scheme. 
 

3.02  Responsibilities of Members of the Public 
 

 Members of the public must not be violent, abusive or threatening to councillors 
or officers and must not wilfully damage property owned by the Council, 
councillors or officers. 
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Article 4 – The Full Council 
 
 

4.01  Meanings 
 

 (a) Policy Framework: The Council’s Budget and Policy Framework is set 
through the Business Plan and the following statutory and local plans. 
 

 Adoption or approval of the following plans is by law reserved to Full Council, 
which will take into account the recommendation of the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee or relevant Policy and Service Committee:  

 
(i) Annual Library Plan 

 
(ii) Annual Review of Pay Policy 

 
(iii) Business Plan (budget) 

 
(iv) Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals & Waste Development Plan 

 
(v) Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy 

 
(vi) Joint Municipal Waste Strategy 

 
(vii) Sustainable Community Strategy 

 
(viii) Youth Justice Plan 

 
 Adoption or approval of the following plans is by local choice reserved to 

Full Council, which will take into account the recommendation of the Strategy, 
Resources and Performance Committee: 

 
(i) Corporate Asset Management Plan 

 
(ii) Enforcement Policy 

 
(iii) Long Term Capital Strategy 

 
(iv) Procurement Strategy 

 
(v) Single Equality Strategy 

 
(vi) Strategic Asset Development Strategy 

 
(vii) Workforce Strategy 
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 Adoption or approval of the following plans is by local choice delegated to the 
relevant Policy and Service Committee: 

 
(i) Greater Cambridge Sub-regional Economic Strategy 

 
(ii) Cambridgeshire Rural Strategy 

 
(iii) Local Flood Risk Management Strategy for Cambridgeshire 

 
(iv) Transformation of Adult Social Care strategy 

 
(v) Climate Change and Environment Strategy. 

 
 (b) Business Plan: The Business Plan includes the allocation of financial 

resources to different services and projects, proposed contingency funds, 
the Council Tax base, setting the Council Tax, decisions relating to the 
control of the Council’s borrowing requirement, treasury management 
functions and the control of its capital expenditure. 
 

4.02  Council Meetings 
 

 There are three types of Council meeting: 
 

 (a) The annual meeting 
 

 (b) Ordinary meetings 
 

 (c) Extraordinary meetings 
 

 Meetings will be conducted in accordance with the Council Procedure Rules in 
Part 4 of the Constitution. 
 

4.03  Responsibility for Functions 
 

 Part 3 of the Constitution sets out the responsibilities for the Council’s functions, 
both those that are reserved to Full Council and those that are delegated to 
committees, to officers, and to other local authorities. 
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Article 5 – Chairing the Council 
 
 
5.01  Role and Function of the Chair of the Council 

 
 The Chair of the Council will be elected by the Council at the annual meeting.  

The Chair of Council, and in the Chair’s absence the Vice-Chair, will have the 
following roles and functions: 
 

 (a) To uphold and promote the purposes of the Constitution. 
 

 (b) To preside over meetings of the Council so that its business can be carried 
out efficiently and with regard to the rights of councillors and the interests of 
the community. 
 

 (c) To ensure that the Council meeting is a forum for the debate of matters of 
concern to the local community and the place at which members are able to 
hold each other to account. 
 

 (d) To promote public involvement in the Council’s activities. 
 

 (e) To be the conscience of the Council. 
 

 (f) To attend such civic and ceremonial functions as the Council and the Chair 
determine appropriate, for example to: 
 

(i) Preside over citizenship ceremonies; 
 

(ii) Present awards; 
 

(iii) Officially open new buildings and projects; 
 

(iv) Attend twinning events; and 
 

(v) Attend funerals of members and officers who die in service and 
civic dignitaries past and present. 

 

In the case of doubt as to what does and does not constitute a civic or 
ceremonial function, the final decision shall rest with the Monitoring Officer 
following discussion with the Chair. 
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Article 6 – The Decision Review Process and Statutory Scrutiny 
Function 
 

 

6.01 Decision Review 
 

 The decision-making powers of each committee are specified in their terms of 
reference in Part 3B, Responsibility for Functions: Committees of Council. 
 

 In the case of decisions made by one of the six Policy and Service Committees 
(Adults and Health; Assets and Procurement; Children and Young People; 
Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion; Environment and Green Investment; 
and Highways and Transport) there is a process by which particularly 
controversial decisions may be reviewed by the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee which shall be known as decision review.   
 

 The decision review procedure is set out in Part 4.7, Rules of Procedure: 
Decision Review Procedure Rules. 
 

6.02 The Council’s Statutory Scrutiny Function 
 

 There is a statutory requirement for Council to make arrangements for scrutiny of 
certain matters, as specified in the following legislation: 
 

 (a) Section 21 of the Local Government Act 2000 and Section 7 of the Health 
and Social Care Act 2001 as amended by the Health and Social Care Act 
2012, and the Local Authority (Public Health, Health and Wellbeing 
Boards and Health Scrutiny) Regulations 2013 (SI 2013/218). 

 
These powers shall be exercised by the Adults and Health Committee. 

 
 (b) The Flood and Water Management Act 2010. 

 
These functions shall be exercised by the Environment and Green 
Investment Committee. 
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Article 7 – The Council Leader, Chairs and Vice-Chairs of 
Committees and Spokes 
 

 

7.01  Council Leader 
 

 The Chair of the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee shall be, ex-
officio, Council Leader and shall hold office unless and until they cease to be 
Chair of the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee. 
 

7.02 Role of the Council’s Leader 
 

 The role of the Council’s Leader is to: 

(a) Provide a focal point for political leadership and strategic direction 
for the Council; and 

(b) Represent the interests of the Council in circumstances where that 
is necessary. 

The duties and responsibilities are to: 

(a) Ensure effective decision making, including working with all political 
groups to seek to achieve, where possible, cross party co-
operation; 

(b) Be the key contact for outside organisations (including central 
government, local authority associations and Council partners), and 
internally for the Council’s Corporate Leadership Team; 

(c) Be the representative voice of the Council, for example, in its 
dealings with central government, other local authorities and their 
associations, and positively promote the Council within the media; 
and 

(d) Promote the long-term financial, business and economic stability of 
the Council.  

7.03 Deputy Council Leader 
 

 The Deputy Council Leader will assume the full powers of the Council Leader in 
any circumstances in which the Council Leader is unable to act. The Deputy 
Council Leader will also act as Council Leader if the Council Leader is 
unavailable. The Vice-Chair of the Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee shall be, ex-officio, Deputy Council Leader and shall hold office 
unless and until they cease to be Vice-Chair of the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee. 
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7.04 Chairs and Vice-Chairs of Committees 
 

 The Council shall appoint at each annual meeting of the Council: 
 

(a) The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee which roles shall include the role of Council 
Leader and Deputy Council Leader of the Council respectively; 

 
(b) The chair and vice-chair of each of the six Policy and Service 

Committees; and 
 

(c) The chair and vice-chair of the Audit and Accounts Committee, 
Pension Fund Committee and Planning Committee. 

 
The chairs and vice-chairs shall remain in office until the start of the annual 
meeting following their appointment unless a resolution is proposed at full 
Council to remove them. 
 

7.05 Spokes 
 

 Each of the Council’s political groups may designate one of their group members 
as spokes for each Policy and Service Committee.   
 

 The Chief Executive, executive directors, and directors shall hold briefing 
meetings with their relevant Policy and Service Committee chair and vice-chair to 
plan the agenda for future service committee meetings and consider any other 
issues the officer may think appropriate. They will also hold one briefing meeting 
with all spokes to brief them on the agenda for future service committee 
meetings and consider any other issues the officer may think appropriate. All 
these meetings will be confidential subject to any relevant legal requirements to 
the contrary. 
 

 Spokes shall also be entitled to individual private and confidential briefings from 
executive directors and service directors on any relevant policy matter within the 
remit of that director. Information shall be provided at these briefings on a 
confidential basis in accordance with the Guidance on Confidentiality attached to 
the Members’ Code of Conduct. Requests for such briefings must be reasonable 
in extent and number, as determined by the Chief Executive in consultation with 
the relevant group leader, in accordance with paragraph 7.9 of the Protocol on 
Member/Officer Relations in Part 5 of the Constitution. Such requests will only be 
considered for items not covered by a briefing meeting. 
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Article 8 - Committees 
 
 

8.01 Introduction 
 

 The Council shall establish a number of committees in order to undertake its 
functions in a more efficient way. These are divided into four categories, Policy 
and Service Committees; Regulatory Committees; Joint Committees and other 
committees. In some cases, the law requires the Council to establish a 
committee and stipulates the way it shall operate. However, in most cases Full 
Council may decide on the size, terms of reference and membership of its 
committees. 
 

 In the absence of the relevant committee chair, the vice-chair will take the chair. 
 

 All councillors are encouraged to undertake regular training and for the 
regulatory and appeals committees there are specific training requirements. 
 

 Statutory scrutiny functions will be incorporated and carried out by the relevant 
policy and service committee as set out in their respective terms of reference. 
 

8.02 Policy and Service Committees 
 

 The Council shall establish the following Policy and Service Committees: 
 

(a) Adults and Health Committee 
 

(b) Assets and Procurement Committee 
 

(c) Children and Young People Committee  
 

(d) Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion Committee 
  

(e) Environment and Green Investment Committee 
 

(f) Highways and Transport Committee 
 

 These are known as Policy and Service Committees because their business 
concerns the Council’s delivery of services to the people of Cambridgeshire.  
 

 The composition and function of each of these committees are set out in Part 3B 
– Responsibility for Functions: Committees of Council. 
 



 

The Constitution 
Part 2 – Articles 

Article 8 – Committees  
 

Part 2, Article 8, Committees [effective from 18 July 2023] 

2-8, page 2 

 

8.03 Regulatory Committees 
 

 The Council shall establish the following Regulatory Committees: 
 

(a) Planning Committee 
 

 These committees regulate the conduct of the Council’s business and make 
decisions in relation to regulatory matters. 

 
 The composition and function of each of these committees are set out in Part 3B 

– Responsibility for Functions: Committees of Council. 
 

8.04 Joint Committees 
 

 In conjunction with other authorities, the Council shall establish and participate in 
the following Joint Committees: 
 

(a) Area Joint Committees (where the Council sees fit) 
 

(b) Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Panel 
 

(c) Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board 
 

(d) Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly  
 

 The composition and function of each of these committees are set out in Part 3C 
– Responsibility for Functions: Joint Committees. 
 

8.05 Other Committees 
 

 The Council shall establish the following other committees: 
 

(a) Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee 
 

(b) Audit and Accounts Committee 
 

(c) Cambridgeshire Health and Wellbeing Board 
 

(d) Cambridge Joint Area Committee 
 

(e) Cambridgeshire Pension Fund Board 
 

(f) Constitution and Ethics Committee 
- Hearings Sub-Committee 

 
(g) Pension Fund Committee  

- Investment Sub-Committee 
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(h) Staffing and Appeals Committee 
- Service Appeals Sub-Committee. 

 

 The composition and function of each of these committees are set out in Part 3B 
– Responsibility for Functions: Committees of Council. 
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Article 9 – Advisory Process 
 
 

9.01 Introduction 
 

 The Council maintains a number of advisory groups and participates in advisory 
groups arranged by or with other authorities. 
 

9.02 County Advisory Groups  
 

 The Council may establish one or more County Advisory Groups (CAGs). The 
main purpose of CAGs will be to provide a forum to develop links with other 
agencies and to give a focus for specialist services. Examples of CAGs include 
those covering such topics as archives and county museums. The Council’s 
representation will be determined taking into account the particular nature of 
each CAG.   
 

 The Council’s involvement in and representation on CAGs will be determined by 
the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee. The Strategy, Resources 
and Performance Committee may add to, delete, or vary any of these advisory 
groups, or change their composition or terms of reference.  
 

 A list of the existing CAGs is set out below. The Democratic Services Manager 
shall maintain a schedule of the CAGs in which the Council is involved, and 
details of its representation. This schedule shall be published on the Council’s 
website. 
 

(a) County Advisory Group on Archives and Local Studies; and 
 

(b) Local Councils Liaison Committee.  
 

9.03 Cambridgeshire Public Service Board 
  
 The Cambridgeshire Public Service Board provides a key role in developing 

integrated approaches to local service delivery and tackling the County’s most 
challenging problems. The Board is made up of the chief executives of the 
County Council, the five district councils and Peterborough City Council; the 
Chief Constable; the Chief Fire Officer; and the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Integrated Care Board. Democratic accountability is maintained by reporting to 
councils and non-executive boards. 
 

9.04 Appointments to Outside Bodies 
 

 The Council is represented on a wide range of outside bodies. Appointments to 
outside bodies are the responsibility of Full Council, but this responsibility may be 
delegated to the Policy and Service Committees and the Chief Executive.  
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 Full Council shall appoint to: 
 

(a) Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority 
(b) Greater Cambridge Partnership 
(c) Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Authority 
(d) County Councils Network Council 
(e) Local Government Association. 

 
 The Policy and Service Committees shall appoint to all other bodies, including, 

for example, flood defence committees and recreation centre management 
committees. 
 

 The Council or the Policy and Service Committees, as appropriate, may decide 
not to make any appointment to an outside body. They may also delegate this 
responsibility to the lead officer in consultation with the committee chair (or, in 
their absence, the vice-chair). 
 

 The Democratic Services Manager shall maintain a schedule of the outside 
bodies on which the Council is represented, and details of its representation.  
This schedule shall be published on the Council’s website. 
 

9.05 Political Balance in Appointments to the Advisory Process 
 

 Unless stated otherwise political balance shall be taken into account when 
considering the composition of, and appointments to, all groups and bodies to 
which this article applies in accordance with any relevant statutory requirements.  
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Article 10 – Joint Arrangements 
 
 

10.01 Arrangements to Promote Wellbeing 
 
The Council, in order to take the reasonable action needed ‘for the benefit of the 
authority, its area or persons resident or present in its area’ may: 
 

(a) Enter into arrangements or agreements with any person or body; 
 

(b) Co-operate with, or facilitate or co-ordinate the activities of, any 
person or body; and 
 

(c) Exercise on behalf of that person or body any functions of that person 
or body. 

 

10.02 Joint Arrangements 
 
(a) The Council may establish joint arrangements with one or more local 

authorities to exercise functions and any such arrangements may involve the 
appointment of a joint committee with these other local authorities. 

 
(b) The Adults and Health Committee may delegate its functions under Section 

7 of the Health and Social Care Act 2001 as amended by the Health and 
Social Care Act 2012 to a joint overview and scrutiny committee when this is 
required by the Direction issued by the Secretary of State for Health in July 
2003 or is conducive to the efficient scrutiny of proposals affecting more than 
one Social Services local authority area. 
 

(c) The Adults and Health Committee may appoint members to a joint overview 
and scrutiny committee established under paragraph (b) above. In this case 
the political balance requirements will apply to such appointments. 
 

(d) Details of any joint arrangements including any delegations to joint 
committees will be found in the Responsibility for Functions set out in Part 3 
of this constitution.  
 

10.03 Access to Information 
 
(a) The Access to Information Procedure Rules in Part 4 of this constitution 

apply. 
 

file:///C:/WINNT/IE/TempInt/ax347/Constitution%20-%20current%20-%202012%2010/p4-2.doc
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10.04 Delegation to and from other Local Authorities 
 

 (a) The Council may delegate functions to another local authority. The decision 
to delegate to another authority shall be reserved to the relevant policy and 
service committee of Council unless it is of such significance it should 
remain a decision of the Council. This will be determined by the Service 
Director: Legal and Governance, in consultation with Group Leaders, with 
any dissent meaning that it should remain a decision of the Council. 

 
 (b) Other local authorities may delegate functions to the Council and the 

decision whether or not to accept such a delegation from another local 
authority shall be reserved to the relevant Policy and Service Committee of 
Council. 

 

10.05 Contracting Out 
 

 The Council may contract out to another body or organisation functions which 
may be exercised by an officer and which are subject to an Order under Section 
70 of the Deregulation and Contracting Out Act 1994, or under contracting 
arrangements where the contractor acts as the Council’s agent under usual 
contracting principles, provided there is no delegation of the Council’s 
discretionary decision making. 
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Article 11 - Officers 
 

Terminology 
 

In this article the use of the word ‘officers’ means all employees and persons 
engaged by the Council to carry out its functions, and includes those engaged 
under short-term, agency or other contract for services.  

 

11.01 Management Structure 
 

(a) General. The Council may engage such staff (referred to as officers) as it 
considers necessary to carry out its functions. 
 

(b) Chief Officers. The Council shall engage persons for the following posts, who 
shall be designated chief officers: 

 

Post Functions and areas of responsibility 
 

Chief Executive 
(Statutory Head of 
Paid Service) 

Overall corporate leadership, management and 
operational responsibility (including overall 
management responsibility for all officers). 
 
Provision of professional advice to all parties in the 
decision-making process. 
 
Together with the Monitoring Officer, responsibility for a 
system of record keeping for all the Council’s decisions. 
 
Representing the Council on partnership and external 
bodies (as required by statute or the Council). 
 
Returning Officer for County Council elections. 
 
Clerk to the Lord Lieutenancy of Cambridgeshire. 
 
Chief Executive’s Office and support to the Chair and 
Vice-Chair of Council. 
 
Voting member of the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Integrated Care System. 
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Executive Director of 
Finance and 
Resources (Statutory 
Section 151 Officer) 

Statutory Section 151 financial management and 
administration responsibilities; medium term financial 
strategy and budgetary planning, treasury management, 
pension fund management; financial monitoring and 
reporting; education finance; financial closedown and 
statement of accounts. 
 
Property and asset management; facilities 
management; buildings compliance. 
 
Procurement and Commercial Services. 
 
Information Technology and Digital Services. 
 
Customer Services. 
 
Local Government Shared Services lead authority 
functions for financial transactions; insurance. 
 
Shared Services and Joint Working Agreement / 
Section 113 management of shared services with 
Peterborough City Council. 
 

Service Director: 
Legal and 
Governance (Statutory 
Monitoring Officer) 

Statutory Monitoring Officer and Legal Services, 
including externally commissioned legal advice. 
 
Internal Audit and Risk Management. 
 
Information Governance and Data Protection. 
 
Democratic and Member Services. 
 
Oversight of Council's client relationship with Pathfinder 
Legal Services Limited. 
 

Executive Director for 
Children, Education 
and Families 
(Statutory Director of 
Children’s Services) 
 

Children’s social care, including statutory Director of 
Children’s Services, covering child protection, 
safeguarding and children in care; Children’s Services 
(including youth services and children centres, fostering 
and adoption services). 
 
Education; school improvement; educational capital and 
place planning, special education needs and inclusion. 
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Executive Director for 
Adults, Health and 
Commissioning 
(Statutory Director of 
Adult Social Services) 

Adult social care, including statutory Director of Adult 
Social Services functions, covering: adult social care 
learning disability services; physical disability services, 
adult safeguarding; older people’s services; mental 
health. 
 
Commissioning and contract management for social 
care and health functions. 
 

Executive Director of  
Place and 
Sustainability   

Highways and transportation, including transport 
authority functions, highways maintenance, capital 
programme delivery, network strategy and 
management, road safety and transport policy. 
 
Planning, Natural Environment and Heritage Services, 
climate change and energy policy. 
 
Digital connectivity programme for the County. 
 
Waste Management and Recycling. 
 
Community Safety. 
 
Regulatory Services, including Trading Standards, 
Registration and Coroner Services. 
 

Executive Director of 
Strategy and 
Partnerships  

Legal and Governance Services, including Internal 
Audit and Risk Management, Information Governance 
and Data Protection; Democratic and Member Services, 
Elections management support to the County Returning 
Officer. 
 
Human Resources, including Organisational Learning 
and Development; Health and Safety; Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion. 
 
Communications, including media relations, internal 
communications, programme communications, 
stakeholder engagement and web / social media 
communications. 
 
Business Continuity, Resilience and Emergency 
Management and Planning, including Local Resilience 
Forum participation and leadership for the County 
Council as a category 1 Civil Contingencies Act agency. 
 
Corporate policy, partnerships and business planning, 
corporate programme and project management and 
transformation support, business intelligence, statutory 
performance reporting and management, research, 
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insight and analysis. 
 
Libraries, Adult and Community Skills and Learning, 
Community Engagement and Participation Services. 
 
Business Support Services. 
 

Executive Director of 
Public Health 

Statutory Director of Public Health for Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough. 
 
Population health and wellbeing. 
 
Health improvement. 
 
Health protection. 
 
Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and 
duties to improve and protect the health of the people in 
the Council’s area, particularly, but not limited to, those 
under Section 30, Heath and Social Care Act 2012 and 
Section 2B, NHS Act. 
 
Non-voting member of the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Integrated Care System. 

 
(c) Statutory Officers - Head of Paid Service, Monitoring Officer, Section 151 

Officer and Proper Officer 
 

There is a legal requirement to allocate some specific responsibilities to 
officers and the Council has designated the following posts, which will have 
the functions described in Article 11.02–11.04 below: 

 

Post Designation 
 

Chief Executive Statutory Head of Paid Service and County Returning 
Officer. 
 

Service Director of 
Legal and 
Governance 
 

Statutory Monitoring Officer and solicitor to the Council. 

Executive Director 
of Finance and 
Resources 
 

Statutory Section 151 Officer. 
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Proper officer 
 
 

The term ‘proper officer’ is used in many different statutes.  
Therefore, it is appropriate for different officers to fulfil this 
role depending on the context. As such, unless otherwise 
stated in the Constitution, the proper officer shall in each 
case be the person nominated by the Chief Executive for 
that particular purpose. 
 

  
(d) Structure. The Head of Paid Service shall determine, subject to Council 

approval, and publicise a description of the overall departmental structure of 
the Council showing the management structure and deployment of officers.  
This is set out at Part 7 of the Constitution. 

 

11.02 Functions of the Head of Paid Service 
 

(a) Discharge of Functions by the Council. The Head of Paid Service shall report 
to Full Council, or an appropriate committee, on the manner in which the 
discharge of the Council’s functions is co-ordinated, the number and grade of 
officers required for the discharge of functions and the organisation of 
officers. 

 
(b) Restrictions on Functions. The Head of Paid Service may not be the 

Monitoring Officer but may hold the post of Section 151 Officer if a qualified 
accountant. 

 
(c) Exemptions from Political Restrictions: The Head of Paid Service will be 

responsible for considering applications from officers for exemption from 
political restriction in respect of the post held by that officer. 

 

11.03 Functions of the Monitoring Officer 
 

(a) Maintaining the Constitution. The Monitoring Officer will maintain an up-to-
date version of the Constitution and will ensure that it is widely available for 
consultation by members, staff and the public. 

 
(b) Ensuring Lawfulness and Fairness of Decision-Making.  After consulting with 

the Head of Paid Service and Section 151 Officer, the Monitoring Officer will 
report to the Council if they consider that any proposal, decision or omission 
would give rise to unlawfulness or if any decision or omission has given rise 
to maladministration. Such a report will have the effect of stopping the 
proposal or decision being implemented until the report has been 
considered. 

 
(c) Providing Advice. To act as the solicitor to the Council and in consultation 

with the Head of Paid Service and the Section 151 Officer, to provide advice 
on the scope of powers and authority for the Council to take decisions, 
maladministration, probity and governance issues, to all councillors and to 
support and advise councillors and officers in their respective roles. 
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(d) Supporting the Constitution and Ethics Committee. The Monitoring Officer 
will contribute to the promotion and maintenance of high standards of 
conduct through provision of support to the Constitution and Ethics 
Committee. This will include making arrangements for the hearing of 
allegations against members concerning breaches of the Code of Conduct. 

 
The Monitoring Officer shall also support the Constitution and Ethics 
Committee in ensuring the Council’s Constitution is fit for purpose and in this 
role, shall keep it under review and make recommendations as to how it 
might be amended to better achieve the purposes set out in Article 1 or in 
response to changes in law. 

 
(e) Conducting Assessments. In the case of allegations that a councillor has 

breached the Members’ Code of Conduct, the Monitoring Officer and the 
Council’s Independent Person shall conduct an initial assessment of 
complaint and make a decision as to whether the complaint warrants 
investigation or any other action. 

 
(f) Conducting Investigations. Where allegations of breaches of the Members’ 

Code of Conduct are referred for investigation, the Monitoring Officer shall 
make arrangements for the conduct of such investigations and report the 
findings to the Constitution and Ethics Committee. 
 

(g) Proper Officer for Access to Information. The Monitoring Officer shall ensure 
that decisions of the Council and its committees, together with the reasons 
for those decisions, and relevant officer reports and background papers are 
made publicly available as soon as possible. 

 
(h) Advising whether Decisions are within the Budget and Policy Framework.  

The Monitoring Officer will advise whether decisions of the Council and its 
committees are in accordance with the Budget and Policy Framework. 

 
(i) Providing Advice. The Monitoring Officer shall provide advice on the scope of 

powers and authority to take decisions, maladministration, financial 
impropriety, probity and Budget and Policy Framework issues to all 
Councillors. 

 
(j) Qualified Person. The Monitoring Officer shall determine whether information 

should be exempt from disclosure under the provisions of Section 36 of the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

 
(k) Restrictions on Posts. The Monitoring Officer cannot be the Section 151 

Officer or the Head of Paid Service. 
 

11.04 Functions of the Section 151 Officer 
 

(a) Ensuring Lawfulness and Financial Prudence of Decision Making.  After 
consulting with the Head of Paid Service and the Monitoring Officer, the 
Section 151 Officer will report to the Council or its committees and to the 
Council’s external auditor if they consider that any proposal, decision or 
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course of action will involve incurring unlawful expenditure or is unlawful and 
is likely to cause a loss or deficiency or if the Council is about to enter an 
item of account unlawfully. 

 
(b) Administration of Financial Affairs. The Section 151 Officer shall have 

responsibility for the administration of the financial affairs of the Council. 
 

(c) Contributing to Corporate Management. The Section 151 Officer will 
contribute to the corporate management of the Council, in particular through 
the provision of professional financial advice. 

 
(d) Providing Advice. In consultation with the Monitoring Officer, the Section 151 

Officer will provide advice on the scope of powers and authority to take 
decisions regarding financial matters, financial maladministration, financial 
impropriety, probity and Budget and Policy Framework issues to all 
councillors and will support and advise councillors and officers in their 
respective roles. 

 
(e) Give Financial Information. The Section 151 Officer will provide financial 

information to the media, members of the public and the community. 
 

(f) Restriction on Post. The Section 151 Officer cannot be the Monitoring Officer 
but may hold the post of Head of Paid Service. 

 

11.05 Duty to Provide Sufficient Resources to the Monitoring Officer and 
Section 151 Officer 

 
The Council shall provide the Monitoring Officer and Section 151 Officer with such 
officers, accommodation and other resources as are in their opinion sufficient to 
allow their duties to be performed. 

 

11.06 Conduct 
 

Officers will comply with the Officers’ Code of Conduct and the Protocol on 
Member/Officer Relations set out in Part 5 of the Constitution. 

 

11.07 Employment 
 

The recruitment, selection and dismissal of officers will comply with the Officer 
Employment Procedure Rules set out in Part 4 of the Constitution. 
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Article 12 – Decision Making 
 
 

12.01 Responsibility for Decision Making 
 

 The Council shall issue and keep up to date a record of what part of the Council 
or individual has responsibility for particular types of decisions or decisions 
relating to particular areas or functions. This record is set out in Part 3 of the 
Constitution. 
 

12.02 Principles of Decision Making 
 

 All decisions of the Council, or taken by or on behalf of the Council, will be made 
in accordance with the following principles: 
 
(a) Action taken must be proportionate to the desired outcome; 

 
(b) Professional advice from officers must be considered; 

 
(c) Respect for human rights, in line with equalities and human rights legislation, 

must be demonstrated; 
 

(d) There must be a presumption in favour of openness, in line with the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000; 

 
(e) There must be a clear aim and desired outcome; and 

 
(f) Alternative options must be considered alongside documented reasoning 

behind the decision made.  
 

Principles of Decision Making 
 

12.03 Types of Decision 
 

 (a) Decisions reserved to Full Council. Decisions relating to the functions listed 
in Part 3A of this constitution shall be made by the Full Council and not 
delegated. 

 
 (b) Key Decisions 

 
A key decision is one which: 

 
(i) Results in the Council incurring expenditure or making savings, in a single 

transaction or a related series of transactions, in excess of £500,000; 
and/or 

 
(ii)  Is significant in terms of its effect on the community living or working in an 

area of Cambridgeshire. 



 

The Constitution 
Part 2 – Articles 

Article 12 – Decision Making  
 

Part 2, Article 12, Decision Making, Page 2 [effective from 16 May 2023] 

2-12, page 2  

 
 (c) Other decisions 

 

12.04 Decision Making by the Full Council 
 

 Subject to Article 12.06, the Council meeting shall follow the Council Procedure 
Rules set out in Part 4 of the Constitution when considering any matter. 
 

12.05 Decision Making by Committees and Sub-Committees Established 
by the Council 
 

 Subject to Article 12.06, Council committees and sub-committees shall follow 
those parts of the Council Procedure Rules set out in Part 4 of the Constitution 
as apply to them. 
 

12.06 Decision Making by Council Bodies Acting as Tribunals 
 

 The Council, a councillor or an officer acting as a tribunal or in a quasi-judicial 
manner or determining/considering (other than for the purposes of giving advice) 
the civil rights and obligations or the criminal responsibility of any person shall 
follow a proper procedure which accords with the requirements of natural justice 
and the right to a fair trial contained in Article 6 of the European Convention on 
Human Rights. 
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Article 13 – Finance, Contracts and Legal Matters 

 
 

13.01 Financial Management and Contracts 
 

 The management of the Council’s financial affairs, including the letting and 
management of contracts, will be conducted in accordance with the Financial 
and Contract Procedure Rules set out in Part 4 of this constitution. 
 

13.02 Legal Proceedings 
 

 The Monitoring Officer is authorised to institute, defend or participate in any legal 
proceedings in any case where such action is necessary to give effect to 
decisions of the Council or in any case where the Service Director of Legal and 
Governance considers that such action is necessary to protect the Council’s 
interests. 
 

13.03 Authentication of Documents 
 

 Where any document is necessary to any legal procedure or proceedings on 
behalf of the Council, it will be signed by the Service Director of Legal and 
Governance or any other person they have authorised, unless any enactment 
otherwise authorises or requires, or the Council has given requisite authority to 
some other person. 
 

13.04 Common Seal of the Council 
 

 The common seal of the Council will be kept in a safe place in the custody of the 
Service Director of Legal and Governance. A decision of the Council, or of any 
part of it, will be sufficient authority for sealing any document necessary to give 
effect to the decision. The common seal will be affixed to those documents which 
in the opinion of the Service Director of Legal and Governance should be sealed. 
The affixing of the common seal will be attested by the Service Director of Legal 
and Governance or some other person they have authorised. 
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Article 14 – Review and Revision of the Constitution 
 
 

14.01 Duty to Monitor and Review the Constitution 
 

 The Chief Executive and Monitoring Officer shall monitor and review the 
operation of the Constitution to ensure that the aims and principles of the 
Constitution are given full effect. 
 

14.02 Protocol for Monitoring and Review of Constitution by the Monitoring 
Officer 
 

 A key role for the Monitoring Officer is to be aware of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the Constitution adopted by the Council, and to make 
recommendations for ways in which it could be amended in order better to 
achieve the purposes set out in Article 1. In undertaking this task, the Monitoring 
Officer may: 
 

 (a) Observe meetings of different parts of the member and officer 
structure; 

 
 (b) Undertake an audit trail of a sample of decisions; 

 
 (c) Record and analyse issues raised with them by members, officers, 

the public and other relevant stakeholders; and 
 

 (d) Compare practices in this authority with those in other comparable 
authorities, or national examples of best practice. 

 

14.03 Changes to the Constitution 
 

 (a) Approval. Changes to the Constitution will only be approved by the Full 
Council after receipt of a written report following consideration of the 
proposal by the Chief Executive and Monitoring Officer, and usually on the 
recommendation of the Constitution and Ethics Committee, unless the 
change is such that it can be made by the Monitoring Officer under 
delegated powers. 

 
 (b) Change from a committee form of governance to an alternative form of 

governance, or vice versa. The Council must take reasonable steps to 
consult with local electors and other interested persons in the area when 
drawing up proposals. 
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Article 15 – Suspension, Interpretation and Publication of the 
Constitution 
 
 

15.01 Suspension of the Constitution 
 

 (a) Limit to Suspension: The articles of this constitution may not be suspended.  
The rules specified below may be suspended by the Full Council to the 
extent permitted within those rules and the law. 

 
 (b) Procedure to Suspend: A motion to suspend any rules will not be moved 

without notice unless at least one half of the whole number of serving 
councillors are present. The extent and duration of suspension will be 
proportionate to the result to be achieved, taking account of the purposes of 
the Constitution set out in Article 1. 

 
 (c) Rules Capable of Suspension: The only rules that may be suspended in 

accordance with Article 15.01 are the Council Procedure Rules. 
 

15.02 Interpretation 
 

 The ruling of the Chair of Full Council as to the construction or application of this 
constitution or as to any proceedings of the Council shall not be challenged at 
any meeting of the Council. Such interpretation shall have regard to the 
purposes of the Constitution contained in Article 1. 
 

15.03 Publication 
 

 (a) When a member is first elected to the Council, the Democratic Services 
Manager shall send an e-mail link to the electronic version of the 
Constitution to that member once the Democratic Services Manager has 
received the member’s declaration of acceptance of office. The Democratic 
Services Manager shall also offer to provide a paper copy of the Constitution 
on request. 

 
 (b) The Democratic Services Manager shall ensure that copies are available for 

inspection at the Council’s principal offices and can be purchased by 
members of the local press and the public on payment of a reasonable fee.  
It shall also be available on the internet. 

 
 (c) The Democratic Services Manager shall ensure that the Constitution as 

published on the Council’s website shall be kept up to date.  
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Part 3A – Allocation of Responsibility for Functions – Full Council 
and Committees 
 
 
1. Introduction 

 
 This Part of the constitution deals with the allocation of responsibility for undertaking 

the functions of the Council. Full Council is the primary decision-making body of the 
Council and as such is responsible for the exercise of all the functions that are the 
responsibility of the local authority.  
 
However, in order to operate more effectively as an organisation, Full Council 
delegates many of its decision-making powers to committees, officers, and other 
local authorities. 
 

2. Council Functions 
 

 Only the Council will exercise the following functions: 
 

 (a) Adopting and changing the constitution. 
 

 (b) Approving or adopting the policy framework and the budget. 
 

 (c) Subject to the urgency procedure contained in the Access to Information 
Procedure Rules in Part 4 of this constitution, making decisions about any matter 
in the discharge of a committee function which is covered by the policy 
framework or the budget where the decision-making body is minded to make it in 
a manner which would be contrary to the policy framework or contrary to, or not 
wholly in accordance with, the budget. 
 

 (d) Approving changes to any plan or strategy which form part of the Council’s policy 
framework, unless: 

 
(i) That change is required by the Secretary of State or any government 

minister where the plan or strategy has been submitted to him for 
approval; or 

(ii) Full Council specifically delegated authority in relation to these functions 
when it approved or adopted the plan or strategy. 

 (e) Establishing or dissolving a Council committee or other body of the Council, or 
altering its composition and/or membership (including the position of chair and 
vice-chair) at any time unless otherwise required by statute. The appointment of 
all committees and other bodies shall be reconsidered at its annual meeting and 
it shall not appoint any member of a body to hold office later than the next 
annual meeting of the Council. 
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 (f) Appointing the chair and vice-chair of each of the six policy and service 
committees, Audit and Accounts Committee, Pension Fund Committee and 
Planning Committee. 
 

 (g) Appointing the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee, who will also fulfil the respective roles of Leader and 
Deputy Leader of the Council. 
 

 (h) Appointing representatives to outside bodies unless the appointment has been 
delegated by the Council. 
 

 (i) Making appointments to the Fire Authority. 
 

 (j) Approving the Annual Senior Officer Pay Policy Statement. 
 

 (k) Adopting a Members’ Allowances Scheme. 
 

 (l) Changing the name of the area. 
 

 (m) Conferring the title of Honorary Alderman/woman. 
 

 (n) Confirming the appointment of, and dismissing, the Head of Paid Service, the 
Monitoring Officer and the Section 151 Officer. 
 

 (o) Making any request to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England 
for single-member electoral areas. 

 
 (p) Passing any resolution to change the County’s electoral scheme. 

 
 (q) Making an order to give effect to recommendations made in a community 

governance review. 
 

 (r) Making, amending, revoking, re-enacting or adopting bylaws and promoting or 
opposing the making of local legislation or personal bills. 
 

 (s) Delegating significant functions to other local authorities as described in 
Article 10 of the constitution. 
 

 (t) Amending the Scheme of Delegation to Officers set out in Part 3D of the 
constitution. 
 

 (u) Approving the Council’s Petitions Scheme set out in Part 4.1 of the constitution.  
 

 (v) All other matters which, by law, must be reserved to Council. 
 

 
 



 

The Constitution 
Part 3A – Responsibility for Functions 

Allocation of Responsibility for Functions – Full Council 
and Committees 

 

 
Part 3A, Responsibility for Functions, Full Council and Committees [effective from 18 July 2023] 

3A, page 3 

 

3. Delegation of Functions by Full Council 
 

 The functions which Full Council delegates to committees, officers, and other local 
authorities are set out below: 
 

Part 3B – Committees of Council 
Part 3C – Joint Committees 
Part 3D – Scheme of Delegation to Officers 
Part 3E – Shareholder Rights in Pathfinder Legal Services Limited 
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Part 3B – Responsibility for Functions – Committees of Council 
 
 

Committees  
 
In order to undertake its functions in a more efficient way Full Council establishes a 
number of committees to which it delegates authority to oversee and make decisions 
relating to operation of its functions.  
 
Full Council determines the size and the delegated authority of the committees and in 
some cases is responsible for the appointment of the chair and vice-chair. The seats on 
committees are allocated in accordance with the rules on political proportionality and the 
party groups are responsible for nominating councillors from the group to fill the seats. 
 
This part describes the committees that the Council has established and includes details 
of their membership and delegated authority for decision making. 
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1. Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee  
 
 

Membership 
 
Fifteen members of the Council. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee shall be appointed by Full Council and shall be, ex officio, the 
Council Leader and Deputy Council Leader. 

 
Summary of Functions 
 
The Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee is authorised by Full Council to co-
ordinate the development to Full Council of the Strategic, Policy and Budget Framework, 
as described in Article 4 of the Constitution, including in-year adjustments. 
 
The committee has delegated authority to exercise the County Council’s functions in 
respect of the following: 
 

(a) Oversight of corporate functions, including those in the Finance and Resources, 
and Strategy and Partnerships Directorates, as well as the Chief Executive’s office.  
 

(b) Development and performance management of the Council’s IT and Digital 
Strategy. 
 

(c) Oversight of content and performance of the Council’s portfolio of major projects. 
 

(d) Development and oversight of the Council’s performance framework and risk 
strategies.  
 

(e) Development and oversight of the Council’s People (workforce) Strategy. 
 

(f) Oversight of the Council’s strategies and resources to ensure they support the 
improvement of health outcomes and a reduction in health inequalities. 

 
In addition, the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee is authorised to make 
decisions on the allocation of matters amongst committees where the function does not 
clearly fall within the remit of one particular committee. 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority to lead the development of the Council’s Strategic and Policy 
Framework and to recommend cross-cutting policies for approval by Full 
Council. 
 

In consultation 
with relevant 
service 
committees 
 

As part of the Council’s strategic framework, authority to lead the 
development of the Council’s draft Business Plan (budget), to consider 
responses to consultation on it, and inform the draft Business Plan to be 
submitted for approval by Full Council. 
 

In consultation 
with relevant 
service 
committees 

To lead the development of key relationships for the Council with external 
organisations and partners to enable the delivery of effective outcomes 
through new business ventures, collaborations, and delivery vehicles.  
 

 

To oversee the discharge of the Council’s treasury management activity 
and to forward monitoring reports to the Full Council twice yearly. 
 

 

Authority for nine members of Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee to initiate a review of a decision taken by a Policy and Service 
Committee by submitting a request for review to the Service Director: 
Legal and Governance (Monitoring Officer) or Chief Executive before the 
expiry of three full working days from the date on which the decision 
notice was published. 
 

 

Authority to determine an appeal against any decision by or on behalf of 
the authority except for those appeals whose determination falls with the 
remit of another committee, officer, or panel of the Council. 
 

 

Authority to nominate representatives to outside bodies other than the 
Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge Partnership, Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough Fire Authority, Cambridgeshire Police and Crime 
Panel, the County Councils Network Council and the Local Government 
Association. 
 

 

Authority to lead the Council’s work to support sustainable economic 
growth across the County and through the partnership with the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority. 
 

 

Authority to determine the Council’s involvement in and representation on 
County Advisory Groups. The Committee may add to, delete, or vary any 
of these advisory groups, or change their composition or terms of 
reference. 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority to review annual reports and inspection reports not within the 
remit of another committee. 
 

 

Authority for monitoring and ensuring that Policy and Service Committees 
operate within the policy direction of the County Council and making any 
appropriate recommendations. 
 

 

Authority for monitoring and reviewing the overall performance of the 
Council against its Business Plan. 
 

 

Authority to determine the most appropriate committee for considering 
any matter which falls within the remit of more than one committee. 
 

 

Authority to respond to any consultations within the remit of more than 
one committee as and when required. 
 

 

Authority for managing those functions relating to elections and local 
democracy which are not reserved to Full Council. 
 

 

Authority for oversight and operation of ‘corporate’ services, for example: 
 

(i) The Council’s Internal and External Communications Policy and its 
implementation; 
 

(ii) The Council’s portfolio of major projects and change initiatives; 
 

(iii) Information governance including but not limited to data protection 
and Freedom of Information; 
 

(iv) The Council’s Customer Strategy and any matters dealt with by 
the Contact Centre, via digital channels or face-to-face; 
 

(v) The Council’s Risk Management Strategy; 
 

(vi) The Council’s Performance Management Strategy; 
 

(vii) The Council’s IT and Digital Strategy; 
 

(viii) The Council’s People (workforce) Strategy; and 
 

(ix) The Council’s emergency planning and business continuity 
arrangements. 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authorising budget virement which is not covered within the limits of 
virement contained in the Council’s financial rules, provided there is no 
change in the approved policy framework of the Council. Virement limits 
are set out in the Constitution in Part 3D (Scheme of Delegation to 
Officers) and Part 4-5 (Financial and Contract Procedure Rules). 
 

 

Authorising proposals which are not covered by the finance limits of the 
executive directors' delegated powers contained in A3 – A7, as set out in 
the table in section 7.2 of Part 3D (Scheme of Delegation to Officers), 
provided there is no change in the Council’s approved Budget and Policy 
Framework. 

 

 

Responsibility for the discharge of all functions and exercise of all powers 
of the County Council not expressly reserved to the Full Council or to any 
other part of the County Council by statute or by the Constitution. 

 

 

Authority to contribute to the Council’s duties relating to public health by 
assessing the health implications of decisions, seeking synergies and 
avoiding harmful health impacts, in order to improve population health 
and health equity. 
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2. Adults and Health Policy and Service Committee 

 
 

Membership 
 
Fifteen members of the Council.  The Chair and Vice-Chair of the committee shall be 
appointed by Full Council. 
 
The Chair of the Adults and Health Committee will be designated the Lead Councillor for 
Adult Services in accordance with the ‘Best Practice Guidance on the Role of the Director 
of Adult Social Services’ (Department of Health 2006). 
 
Five non-voting co-opted district councillors, one from each district council in 
Cambridgeshire. District councils shall be invited to nominate one member and one 
substitute. The usual rules for substitution as set out in the Council Procedure Rules shall 
apply. 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
This committee has delegated authority to exercise the Council’s functions relating to the 
delivery, by or on behalf of the County Council, of the following social care services to 
eligible adults within Cambridgeshire: 
 

(a) Services for people with physical disability; 
 

(b) Services for people with learning disability; 
 

(c) Mental health services; 
 

(d) Preventative services; 
 

(e) Residential care; 
 

(f) Older people; 
 

(g) Carer support; 
 

(h) Safeguarding. 
 
This committee also has delegated authority to exercise the Council’s functions in respect 
of the following: 
 

(a) The County Council’s public health duty, including: 
 
(i) Health improvement, 

 
(ii) Individual and community wellbeing,  
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(iii) Reduction of health inequalities. 

 
(b) Review the strategies and policies proposed by other committees to ensure that 

they support the improvement of health and a reduction in health inequalities. 
 

(c) Responding as appropriate to central government consultation relating to policy or 
legislation falling within the remit of the committee. 
 

(d) The review and scrutiny of any matter relating to the planning, provision and 
operation of the health services in Cambridgeshire. 
 

(e) To report to the Secretary of State for Health on any proposals for substantial 
change to any part of the NHS’s services within Cambridgeshire. 

 
 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority to take decisions relating to exercising management, oversight 
and the delivery of all the Council’s relevant adult social care services (i.e. 
social care services for people aged 18 or over with eligible social care 
needs and their carers), except for those decisions which are reserved to 
Full Council. 
 

 

Authority to undertake the Council’s functions for promoting choice and 
independence in the provision of all adult social care. 
 

 

Authority to approve all strategies associated with the committee portfolio 
area which are not reserved for Full Council. 
 

 

Authority to respond, as appropriate, on behalf of the Council to 
government consultation in respect of policy and/or legislation affecting 
adult social care. 
 

 

Authority to take decisions relating to exercising management, oversight 
and the delivery of all the Council’s public health services for the 
population. 
 

 

Authority to exercise the powers conferred by Section 21 of the Local 
Government Act 2000 and Section 7 of the Health and Social Care Act 
2001 as amended by the Health and Social Care Act 2012, and the Local 
Authority (Public Health, Health and Wellbeing Boards and Health 
Scrutiny) Regulations 2013 (SI 2013/218) to review and scrutinise any 
matter relating to the planning provision and operation of the health 
service in its area. 
 

 

Authority to exercise the power under Section 23 of the Local Authority 
(Public Health, Health and Wellbeing Boards and Health Scrutiny) 
Regulations 2013 to report on a proposal for a substantial health service 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

development or variation to the Secretary of State for Health. 
 

Authority to delegate its functions under Section 7 of the Health and Social 
Care Act 2001 as amended by the Health and Social Care Act 2012 to a 
joint overview and scrutiny committee when this is required by the 
direction issued by the Secretary of State for Health in July 2003 or is 
conducive to the efficient scrutiny of proposals affecting more than one 
social services local authority area. 
 

 

Authority to appoint members to a joint overview and scrutiny committee 
established under the paragraph above.  
 

Political 
balance 
requirements 
apply 
 

Authority to assist the Executive Director of Public Health in the exercise 
of the public health statutory duties set out in  

(i) Health and Social Care Act 2012; 
(ii) NHS Bodies and Local Authorities (Partnership Arrangements, 

Care Trusts, Public Health and Local Healthwatch) Regulations 
2012; 

(iii) NHS Act 2006; 
(iv) Criminal Justice Act 2003; 
(v) Licensing Act 2003; 
(vi) Water Industry Act 1991; 
(vii) Water Industry Act 1988; 
(viii) Mental Health Act 1983; 
(ix) Mental Capacity Act 2005. 

 

 

Authority to oversee and undertake the Council’s functions relating to the 
public health duty of the Council including health improvement, individual 
and community wellbeing, and the reduction of health inequalities. 
 

 

Authority for approving all strategies associated with the committee 
portfolio area not reserved for approval by Full Council. 
 

 

Authority to nominate representatives to outside bodies other than the 
Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge Partnership, Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Fire Authority, the County Councils Network Council and the 
Local Government Association. 
 

 

Authority to respond, as appropriate, on behalf of the Council to 
government consultation in respect of policy and/or legislation affecting 
any of the responsibilities falling with the remit of the Adults and Health 
Committee. 
 

 

Authority to review and advise on any strategies and policies proposed by  
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

the Council’s committees to ensure that they will support and contribute to 
the delivery of improvement in health individual and community wellbeing 
and a reduction in health inequalities. 
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3. Children and Young People Policy and Service Committee 
 
 

Membership 
 
Fifteen members of the Council.  The chair and vice-chair of the committee shall be 
appointed by Full Council. 
 
One Church of England diocesan representative and one Roman Catholic diocesan 
representative shall be co-opted as non-elected members with voting rights on:  
 

(a) Matters which relate to schools maintained by the local authority; and 
 

(b) Matters which relate to pupils who are educated in schools maintained by the local 
education authority, or who are educated by the local education authority otherwise 
than at school.  

 
The Chair of the Children and Young People Committee will be designated the Lead 
Councillor for Children and Young People’s Services in accordance with Section 19 of the 
Children Act 2004. 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
This committee has delegated authority to exercise all the Council’s functions, save those 
reserved to Full Council, relating to the delivery, by or on behalf of, the County Council, of 
services relating to children and young people ensuring that they contribute to 
improvements in health outcomes and reduction in health inequalities. These include: 
 

(a) Child protection 
 

(b) Children’s centres 
 

(c) Education, schools and settings 
 

(d) Children in care and leaving care 
 

(e) Mental health services 
 

(f) Safeguarding 
 

(g) Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND)  
 

(h) Youth Offending Services 
 

(i) Youth services 
 

(j) Social and Education Transport 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/Condition 

Authority for exercising management, oversight and delivery of 
services to children and young people in relation to their care, 
wellbeing, education or health, with the exception of any powers 
reserved to Full Council. 
 

 

Authority for the functions and powers conferred on or 
exercisable by the County Council as local authority in relation 
to the provision of education. 
 

 

Authority for working with all schools including academies in 
relation to raising standards of attainment and developing 
opportunities. 
 

 

Authority for exercising management, oversight and delivery of 
Learning Outside of the Classroom and environmental 
education. 
 

 

Authority for exercising management, oversight and delivery of 
Early Years services, including children’s centres. 
 

 

Authority for exercising management, oversight and delivery of 
Enhanced and Preventative Services and Children’s Social 
Care. 
 

 

Authority for exercising management, oversight and delivery of 
the Youth Offending Service.  
 

 

Authority to take decisions relating to exercising management, 
oversight and the delivery of all the Council’s public health 
services for children and their communities. 
 

 

Authority for approval of all strategies associated with the 
committee portfolio area that are not reserved to Full Council. 
 

 

Authority to nominate representatives to outside bodies other 
than the Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge Partnership, 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Authority, the County 
Councils Network Council and the Local Government 
Association. 
 

 

The making of arrangements in relation to appeals against the 
exclusion of pupils from maintained schools.  
 
(Section 52 of the Education Act 2002, appeals against 
exclusion of pupils)) 

Delegated to the 
Executive Director: 
People Services  



 

The Constitution 
Part 3B – Responsibility for Functions –  

Committees of Council 
Children and Young People Policy and Service Committee 

 

 
Part 3B, Responsibility for Functions, Committees, Children and Young People [effective from 18 October 2022] 

3B-3, page 3 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/Condition 

 

The making of arrangements for admissions appeals. 
 
(Section 94(1), (1A) and (4) of the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998). 
 

Delegated to the 
Executive Director: 
People Services  
 
 

The making of arrangements for appeals by governing bodies  
 
(Section 95(2) of the School Standards and Framework Act 
1998 (children to whom section 87 applies)). 
 

Delegated to the 
Executive Director: 
People Services 
 

Authority to contribute to the Council’s duties relating to public 
health by assessing the health implications of decisions, 
seeking synergies and avoiding harmful health impacts, in order 
to improve population health and health equity. 
 

 

Authority to assist the Executive Director of Public Health in the  
exercise of the public health statutory duties set out in 
  
(i) Health and Social Care Act 2012  
(ii) NHS Bodies and Local Authorities (Partnership 

Arrangements, Care Trusts, Public Health and Local 
Healthwatch) Regulations 2012 

(iii) NHS Act 2006 
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3.1 Corporate Parenting Sub-Committee 

 
 
The Children and Young People Committee shall establish a Corporate Parenting Sub-
Committee with the following membership and powers: 
 

Membership 
 
Any five members (including substitutes) of the Children and Young People Committee, 
subject to political proportionality. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the sub-committee shall be 
selected and appointed by the Children and Young People Committee. 
 
Two non-voting co-opted young people with recent (within the last five years), direct 
experience of being looked after by, or receiving services as a care leaver from 
Cambridgeshire County Council. The usual rules for substitution as set out in the Council 
Procedure Rules shall apply. 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
The sub-committee has delegated authority to exercise all the Council’s functions relating 
to the delivery, by or on behalf of, the County Council, of corporate parenting functions 
with the exception of policy decisions which will remain with the Children and Young 
People’s Committee. 
 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/Condition 

Authority for exercising management, oversight and delivery of 
services to looked after children and care leavers in relation to 
their care, wellbeing, education and health, including delivery of 
the Council’s Pledge to Looked After Children. 
 

 

Authority for the functions and powers conferred on or 
exercisable by the County Council as the local authority in 
relation to corporate parenting operational matters, excluding 
policy decisions. 
 

 

Authority for working with the Virtual School in relation to raising 
standards of attainment and developing education, employment 
and training opportunities for looked after children, former 
looked after children and care leavers. 
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Authority for exercising management, oversight and delivery of 
services to looked after children, former looked after children 
and care leavers including: 
 

(i) District and countywide Early Help and social work 
services; 

(ii) Fostering and adoption services; 
(iii) Commissioning of external services; 
(iv) Residential and outreach services; 
(v) Contact services. 

 

 

Authority for ensuring mechanisms for consultation and 
participation are positively promoted for looked after children 
and care leavers and that the Council actively listens and 
responds to the views and experiences of these children and 
young people, including those with disabilities and very young 
children. 
 

 

Authority to receive regular reports on the provision of services 
for looked after children and care leavers – as required in 
legislation and fulfilling the purpose of monitoring and offering 
advice. 
 

 

Authority for working with the Integrated Care Board and health 
providers to ensure delivery of services to meet health needs 
including health assessments and plans, emotional health, 
sexual health, substance misuse and teenage pregnancy. 
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4. Environment and Green Investment Policy and Service 
Committee 

 
 

Membership 
 
Fifteen members of the Council. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee shall be 
appointed by Full Council. 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
Delegated authority to exercise all the County Council’s functions, not otherwise reserved 
to Full Council, relating to energy and the environment within Cambridgeshire. 

 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority for exercising all powers and implementing all strategies 
associated with the Council’s climate change, sustainable development, 
energy and environment functions which are not otherwise reserved for 
Full Council or any other body.  
 

 

Authority to respond, as appropriate, on behalf of the Council to 
government consultation in respect of policy and/or legislation affecting 
planning, clean growth, energy and the environment and its impact upon 
health outcomes and health inequalities. 
 

 

Authority for exercising the Council’s functions in respect of all areas 
covering the following: 
 

(i) To oversee the funding and implementation of the Climate Change 
and Environment Strategy, its targets and action plan including the 
development of new policies that may be required to support 
delivery including engaging and encouraging residents, businesses, 
community and voluntary groups and other authorities and all 
stakeholders to adopt environmentally sustainable measures as well 
as supporting health and wellbeing outcomes; 
 

(ii) County planning – minerals and waste; 
 

(iii) Historic environment; 
 

(iv) Flood and water management; 
 

(v) Clean energy and green investments; 
 

(vi) Growth and development policy and management, including the 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Council’s position on major planning and applications and s106 
negotiations; 
 

(vii) Waste management including the waste contract; 
 

(viii) RECAP (Recycling in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Partnership); 
 

(ix) Greening the Council’s finances and investments and using this to 
support and develop green innovation; 
 

(x) Management of the capital projects within the Committee’s portfolio 
as agreed within the Council’s Business Plan; 
 

(xi) Funding bids as they relate to the Committee; 
 

(xii) Decarbonisation of transport, land and buildings; and 
 

(xiii) Identification and management of strategic and project based 
climate and environmental risks for Council’s assets, its service 
delivery and the wider community. 
 

 
 
 

 

To recommend to Council and monitor the Council’s Climate Change and 
Environment Strategy and Environment Fund. 
 

 

Authority to exercise the statutory functions in relation to the scrutiny of 
flood risk management under the provisions of the Flood and Water 
Management Act 2010. 
 

 

To respond as necessary to consultations and proposals relating to the 
Oxford to Cambridge Arc, including the Spatial Framework and any 
government plans for new settlements. 
 

 

Authority to nominate representatives to outside bodies other than the 
Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge Partnership, Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Fire Authority, the County Councils Network Council and the 
Local Government Association. 
 

 

To lead the development and growth of environment income streams 
including those that generate sufficient surplus for investment in further 
opportunities and to help offset costs of other activities. 
 

 

Greening finance - Ensure current and future financial risks and 
opportunities from climate and environmental factors are integrated into 
mainstream financial decision making. 
 

 



 

The Constitution 
Part 3B – Responsibility for Functions –  

Committees of Council 
Environment and Green Investment  

Policy and Service Committee 
 

 
Part 3B, Responsibility for Functions, Committees, Environment and Green Investment [effective from 18 October 2022] 

3B-4, page 3 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Accelerate and test green finance and new business models to support the 
delivery of the UK’s and Council’s carbon targets and doubling nature 
ambitions, to secure deeper and faster change to benefit our communities. 
 

 

To oversee development of staff and councillor skills to deliver a net-zero 
carbon and an improved natural capital future. 
 

 

Authority to appraise and monitor all energy, low carbon (including nature 
based solutions) investments and renewable schemes. 
 

 

To act as the shareholder on behalf of the Council in relation to Swaffham 
Prior Community Heat Network Limited. 
 

 

Authority to exercise functions in relation to production and supply of heat 
under the provisions of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1976. 
 

 

To lead the Council’s work in shaping policy and priorities for sustainable 
economic growth across the County, working with partners, including the 
Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge Partnership and district councils. 
 

 

Authority to lead the Council’s development and delivery of the digital 
infrastructure strategy for Cambridgeshire to drive economic growth, help 
communities thrive and make it easier to access public services. Working 
in partnership with government and the Combined Authority. 
 

 

Authority to contribute to the Council’s duties relating to public health by 
assessing the health implications of decisions, seeking synergies and 
avoiding harmful health impacts, in order to improve population health and 
health equity. 
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5. Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion Policy and Service 
Committee 

 
 

Membership 

 
Fifteen members of the Council, subject to proportionality. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the 
Committee shall be appointed by Full Council. 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
The Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion Committee is authorised by Full Council to 
deliver the County Council’s ambition to build stronger communities, combat deprivation 
and promote social inclusion working together with the Mayor, the Combined Authority, 
the Integrated Care System, district councils and other partners to design and deliver 
services which best meet the needs of, and ensure equality of, opportunities within those 
communities. 
 
Authority to set and implement a Cambridgeshire-wide Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
Strategy and associated policies. 
 
Authority to lead the Council’s role in understanding the drivers of social mobility in 
Cambridgeshire, and set policies aimed at creating opportunity through targeted policies, 
investment of resources and community engagement. 
 
Authority to lead the Council's role in ensuring all residents and communities, including 
those that might otherwise be excluded, marginalised or isolated, have equal access to 
services, opportunities, information and support, regardless of their background or 
circumstances, including: 
 
(a) Ensuring that all residents and communities have opportunities to thrive and 

succeed, regardless of location, background, ethnicity, gender, physical or mental 
health, disability, and any other factors, including those with care experience. 

 
(b) Ensuring that all residents and communities have opportunities to improve their 

health and address any health inequalities. 
 

(c) Advising Council’s service committees and directorates on all matters associated 
with inequalities within communities. 
 

(d) Ensuring Council services are delivered and are available to all of our residents, 
regardless of their background or circumstances. 

 

(e) Ensuring we demonstrate good practice with respect to equalities, diversity and 
inclusion within our own workforce. 
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(f) Working closely with partner organisations across all sectors to meet the needs of all 
residents, especially those who are excluded or marginalised, including asylum 
seekers and refugees. 

 

(g) Leading the Council's work, alongside key partner agencies, to remove 
discrimination and intolerance from our society and tackle hate crime in all its forms. 

 

(h) Leading the Council's responsibilities as part of relevant legislation, including 
Prevent. 

 

Delegated Authority Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority to oversee a place based approach to the delivery of 
community services working with the Combined Authority, district 
councils, the Integrated Care System and other partners and in 
particular to: 

 
(i) Develop and implement joint plans with the Combined 

Authority, district councils, the Integrated Care System and 
other partners for the delivery of community place-based 
services in accordance with the agreed outcomes; 
 

(ii) In consultation with the Combined Authority, district councils, 
the Integrated Care System and other partners, recommend 
joint investment in community projects, within available 
resources, that are designed to help manage the demand for 
high cost services in accordance with the agreed outcomes; 
 

(iii) Develop and recommend business cases and plans to 
devolve services, budgets and assets for communities, and 
implement subject to Council’s approval of the associated 
business cases in accordance with the agreed outcomes; 
and 
 

(iv) Decide on funding to be made available for community 
initiatives through the Cambridgeshire Priorities Capital 
Fund. 

 

Subject to 
confirmation from 
the Section 151 
Officer of the 
availability of 
sufficient resources. 

Authority to develop, with the Combined Authority, district councils, 
the Integrated Care System and other partners plans to enhance 
customer services, including the better use of assets in 
communities such as libraries and other community buildings for 
approval by the relevant committee(s) in the County Council. 
 

 

Authority to advise the County Council on opportunities to create a 
shared workforce or shared arrangements (such as joint ventures) 
to deliver services across the Combined Authority, district councils 
and other partners for approval by the relevant committee(s) in the 
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Delegated Authority Delegation/ 
Condition 

County Council. 
 

Authority to exercise the Council’s functions in respect of all areas 
covering the following: 

• Asylum Seekers, Migrants and Refugees 

• Adult careers information and guidance 

• Adult skills 

• Anti-poverty 

• Community learning 

• Libraries 

• Archives 

• Cultural Services 

• Registration Service 

• Coroner Service 

• Trading Standards 

• Community safety (including domestic abuse and sexual 
violence)  

• Community development and resilience  

• Prevent and hate crime  

• Homelessness prevention 

• Equality, Diversity, Inclusion and Community Cohesion 
 

 

Authority to agree proposed revisions to library byelaws for 
submission to the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 
(DCMS) for approval. 
 

Final approval 
required from DCMS 

Authority to contribute to the Council’s duties relating to public 
health by assessing the health implications of decisions, seeking 
synergies and avoiding harmful health impacts, in order to improve 
population health and health equity in the delivery of services for 
the community. 
 

 

Authority to agree or revise a scheme for the delivery of registration 
services. 
(Registration Services Acts 1952 and 2007) 
 

In consultation with 
the General 
Register Office 

Authority to nominate representatives to outside bodies other than 
the Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge Partnership, 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Authority, Cambridgeshire 
Police and Crime Panel, the County Councils Network Council and 
the Local Government Association. 
 

 

Authority for oversight, operation and review of the Council’s 
response to its equalities’ duties. 
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6. Highways and Transport Policy and Service Committee 
 
 

Membership 
 
Fifteen members of the Council.  The Chair and Vice-Chair of the committee shall be 
appointed by Full Council. 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
Delegated authority to exercise the County Council’s functions, other than those reserved 
to Full Council, in relation to transport and sustainable transport solutions. 

 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority for exercising all powers and implementing all strategies 
associated with the Council’s highways functions which are not 
otherwise reserved for Full Council or any other body. 
 

 

Authority to respond, as appropriate, on behalf of the Council to 
Government consultation in respect of policy and/or legislation 
affecting transportation and its impact upon health outcomes and 
health inequalities. 
 

 

Authority for exercising all functions of the Council relating to the 
following: 

• Major infrastructure delivery projects (transport, highways and 
cycling) 

• Transport and infrastructure policy; 

• Transport and infrastructure funding; 

• Street lighting contracts; 

• Parking services; 

• Road, streets, cycleways and paths maintenance – routine and 
reactive, operations and enforcement; 

• Local Highway Improvement Initiative; 

• Gritting, verge cutting and other routine works; 

• Traffic management systems and regulations; 

• Road safety; 

• Maintaining highways and rights of way records; 

• Asset Management and information; 

• Highways services contracts; 

• Public transport; 

• Cambridgeshire Guided Busway Operations; 

• Park and Ride; 

• Travel for work; 

• Managing the Highways Capital Programme; 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

• Funding bids. 

Authority to approve the annual Parking Operations Report.  
 

 

Authority to nominate representatives to outside bodies other than the 
Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge Partnership, 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Authority, the County 
Councils Network Council and the Local Government Association. 
 

 

Authority to exercise, in accordance with the relevant policies of the 
authority and within the budget allocated for the purpose, the powers 
of the County Council regarding the following issues within the 
County’s administrative boundary: 
 
(i) Authority to approve the Transport Delivery Plan  

 
(ii) Authority to determine traffic regulation orders/statutory notices 

where the completion of the statutory consultation process results 
in objections, as per the relevant highway, road traffic regulation 
and traffic management legislation, with the exception of traffic 
regulation orders/statutory notices sought as part of a Greater 
Cambridge Partnership (formerly City Deal) infrastructure scheme. 

 
 A “Greater Cambridge Partnership infrastructure scheme” is 

defined as a project arising from the Greater Cambridge 
Partnership which has all of the following characteristics: 

 

• has been, and remains, designated by the Greater Cambridge 
Partnership Executive Board as a Greater Cambridge 
Partnership infrastructure scheme; and 
 

• is, or has been, funded in whole or in part by funds received by 
Cambridgeshire County Council under the auspices of the 
Greater Cambridge Partnership or allocated to the Greater 
Cambridge Partnership Executive Board by participating 
authorities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assistant Director, 
Highways 
Maintenance in 
consultation with 
the Local 
Members. 
 

Authority to contribute to the Council’s duties relating to public health 
by assessing the health implications of decisions, seeking synergies 
and avoiding harmful health impacts, in order to improve population 
health and health equity. 
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7. Audit and Accounts Committee 
 
 

Membership 
 
Seven members of the Council.   
 
The Audit and Accounts Committee shall be entitled to appoint up to three people at any 
one time as non-voting co-opted members of the committee. The committee shall 
determine whether the co-options shall be effective for a specified period, for specific 
meetings or for specific items. The committee may not co-opt any person who is an active 
member of any political party, defined as any person who engages in political activities 
which would not be permissible if that person was an officer holding a politically-restricted 
post within the Council. Co-options may only be made if the person co-opted has 
particular knowledge or expertise in the functions for which the committee is responsible. 
 
The Committee will meet at least four times a year, and will maintain the technical 
capability to discharge the Audit and Accounts Committee responsibilities of the Council. 

 
Summary of Functions: 
 
(a) To provide independent assurance of the adequacy of the risk management 

framework and the associated control environment. 
 
(b) To provide independent scrutiny of the authority’s financial and non-financial 

performance to the extent that it affects the authority’s exposure to risk and 
weakness of the control environment. 
 

(c) To support the maintenance of effective arrangements for financial reporting and 
review the statutory statements of account and any reports that accompany them. 

 
(d) To monitor the effectiveness of the system of internal control, including 

arrangements for internal audit, external audit, financial management, ensuring 
value for money, risk management, governance, assurance statements, supporting 
standards and ethics, and managing the authority’s exposure to the risks of fraud 
and corruption. 

 
(e) To enhance and promote the profile, status and authority of the internal audit 

function and to demonstrate its independence. 
 
(f) To contribute towards making the authority, its committees and departments more 

responsive to the audit function. 
 
(g) To review compliance with the relevant standards, codes of practice and corporate 

governance policies. 
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(h) To consider the extent to which the authority’s control environment is successful in 
achieving value for money. 

 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation
/ 
Condition 

Audit Activity: 
 

(i) To approve the Internal Audit strategy and monitor its progress, 
overseeing the independence, objectivity and performance of the 
internal audit function and its conformance to professional standards. 

 
(ii) To approve, but not direct, Internal Audit’s annual plan of work and 

monitor unscheduled work that could potentially divert audit 
resources away from a plan, and monitor performance against those 
plans, ensuring that there are no inappropriate scope or resource 
limitations. 
 

(iii) To consider the Annual Report and opinion of the Head of Audit and 
Risk Management and a summary of internal audit activity and the 
level of assurance it can give over the Council’s corporate 
governance arrangements. 
 

(iv) To consider summary internal audit reports and the main issues 
arising, and seek assurance that action has been taken where 
necessary. 
 

(v) To consider reports dealing with the management and performance 
of the internal audit function. 
 

(vi) To consider reports from Internal Audit on agreed recommendations 
not implemented within reasonable timescales. 
 

(vii) To consider the Annual Audit Letter, relevant reports and the reports 
of those charged with governance. 
 

(viii) To consider specific reports as agreed with the external auditor to 
ensure agreed action is taken within reasonable timescales. 
 

(ix) To comment on the scope and depth of the external audit work and to 
ensure it gives value for money. 
 

(x) To liaise with Public Sector Audit Appointments Limited over the 
appointment of the Council’s external auditor. 
 

(xi) To consider the opinion, reports and recommendations of inspection 
agencies relevant to the Council (such as Ofsted, the Information 
Commissioner’s Office, etc.), and their implications for governance, 
risk management or control, and monitor management action in 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation
/ 
Condition 

response to the issues raised. 
 

(xii) To suggest work for internal and external audit. 
 

(xiii) To support effective arrangements for internal audit, promote the 
effective use of internal audit within the assurance framework, and to 
undertake an annual review of the effectiveness of the system of 
Internal Audit. 
 

(xiv) To support effective relationships between all providers of assurance, 
audits and inspections, and the organisation, encouraging openness 
to challenge, review and accountability. 

 

Regulatory Framework: 
 

(i) To maintain an overview of the Council’s constitution in respect of 
contract procedure rules, financial regulations, codes of conduct etc. 
 

(ii) To review any issue referred to it by the Chief Executive, executive 
directors or any committee of the Council. 
 

(iii) To monitor the effective development and operation of risk 
management and corporate governance throughout the Council. 
 

(iv) To monitor Council policies on “raising concerns at work” and anti-
fraud and anti-corruption policies, including the Council’s complaints 
process, and to approve any changes regarding the Council’s 
Whistle-blowing Policy, Anti-Fraud and Corruption Policy, Anti-Money 
Laundering Policy and associated arrangements. 
 

(v) To oversee the production of the Council’s Annual Governance 
Statement and recommend its adoption. 
 

(vi) To consider the arrangements for corporate governance, and 
assurance across the Council’s full range of operations and 
collaborations with other entities, and to agree necessary actions to 
ensure compliance with best practice. 
 

(vii) To consider the Council’s compliance with its own and published 
standards and controls. 
 

(viii) To report as appropriate to Full Council, relevant Policy and Service 
Committees and the Constitution and Ethics Committee on issues 
which require their attention or further action. 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation
/ 
Condition 

(ix) To bring to the attention of the Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee any issue which may warrant further consideration or 
review. 
 

(x) To receive and approve proposals regarding the Council’s exercise of 
powers covered by the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act. 

 

Accounts: 
 

(i) To review and approve the Annual Statement of Accounts. 
 

(ii) Specifically to consider whether appropriate accounting policies have 
been followed and whether there are concerns arising from the 
financial statements or from the audit that need to be brought to the 
attention of the Council. 
 

(iii) To consider the External Auditor’s Report to those charged with the 
governance issues arising from the audit of the accounts. 

 

 

Risk Management 
 

(i) To understand the risk profile of the Council and consider the 
effectiveness of the Council’s risk management arrangements. 
 

(ii) To seek assurances that action is being taken on risk-related issues, 
with the right to request reports and seek assurances from relevant 
officers. 
 

(iii) To be satisfied that the Council’s accountability statements, including 
the Annual Governance Statement, properly reflect the risk 
environment and any actions required to improve it, and demonstrate 
how governance supports the achievement of the authority’s 
objectives. 
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8.  Constitution and Ethics Committee 
 
 

Membership 
 
Nine members of the Council, including the Vice-Chair of Council, who shall chair the 
committee. The Vice-Chair of the Constitution and Ethics Committee shall be elected by 
the committee. 
 

Hearings Sub-Committees 
 
The Monitoring Officer in consultation with the Chair of Constitution and Ethics Committee 
shall appoint, as and when necessary, hearings sub-committees to consider and 
determine complaints against county councillors alleging that they have breached the 
Members’ Code of Conduct. 
 
Hearings sub-committees shall comprise three members of the Constitution and Ethics 
Committee including either the Chair or Vice-Chair. The membership of the sub-committee 
shall, as far as practicable, be politically proportionate. 
 
 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority to oversee the operation of the Council’s Constitution 
and authority to make recommendations to Full Council as to 
amendments and improvements to the Council’s Constitution, 
including the codes and protocols. 
 

Subject to the receipt 
and consideration of 
a report prepared by 
the Monitoring Officer 

Authority to hear and determine complaints against members 
alleging breaches of the Members’ Code of Conduct.  
 

Delegated to 
Hearings Sub-
Committee  

Authority to issue a sanction against a member found to be in 
breach. 
 

Delegated to 
Hearings Sub-
Committee  

Authority to oversee and approve the operation of the Council’s 
functions relating to the promotion and maintenance of high 
standards of conduct amongst members and co-opted members of 
the County Council including: 
Approving and issuing guidance to members; 

(i) Making recommendations to Full Council regarding the 
suggested amendment of the Members’ Code of Conduct; 

(ii) Approving training to be provided to members in the Code 
of Conduct; 

(iii) Monitoring the operation of the Code of Conduct. 
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Authority to approve the granting, to any County Council 
employee, of a dispensation in relation to disqualification from 
political activities. 
 

Local Government 
and Housing Act 
1989 

Authority to select and to appoint persons as members of the 
County Council’s Independent Remuneration Panel. 
 

 

Authority to select and recommend to Council persons for 
appointment as an Independent Person. 
 

 

Authority to receive and approve proposals regarding the Council’s 
exercise of powers covered by the Regulation of Investigatory 
Powers Act. 
 

 

Authority to issue dispensations to any member in respect of 
statutory and non-statutory disclosable interests. 
 

Delegated to 
Monitoring Officer 
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9. Pension Fund Committee 
 
 

Membership 
 

Representatives 
of 

Number 
of seats 

Term of 
Appointment 

Method of Appointment 

Cambridgeshire 
County Council 
Members 

6 4 years from 
County 
Council 
elections 
 

Determined by Cambridgeshire County 
Council Full Council. 

All other local 
authorities, 
police and fire 

2 4 years Nominations determined by a leaders/chief 
executives’ group.  
Selection would be linked to the respective 
employers’ election cycle.  Details of process 
to be agreed by the Chair. 
 

All other 
employers 

1 4 years  Nominations to be determined by eligible 
employers. Details of process to be agreed by 
the Chair. 
 

Active scheme 
members 

1 4 years Determined by Unison.   
Where Unison fails to nominate a committee 
member for any period of six months or more, 
nominations will be requested from all eligible 
active scheme members and a representative 
will be picked following interviews. Details of 
process to be agreed by the Chair. 
 

Deferred and 
pensioner 
scheme 
members 

1 4 years  Determined by Unison. Where Unison fails to 
nominate a committee member for any period 
of six months or more, nominations will be 
requested from all eligible deferred and 
pensioner scheme members and a 
representative will be picked following 
interviews. Details of process to be agreed by 
the Chair. 
 

Total 
Committee 
Members 

11   

Substitutes: Full Council may appoint substitute members to the Pension Fund Committee 
in accordance with the scheme of substitution. 
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Delegated Authority 

 

Statutory 
Reference/ 
Condition 

Authority to set the Pension Fund’s objectives and determine and 
maintain appropriate strategies, policies and procedures with ongoing 
monitoring in relation to the following areas:  

 
(i) Funding Strategy – Ongoing monitoring and management of the 

liabilities including ensuring appropriate funding plans are in 
place for all employers in the fund, overseeing the triennial 

valuation and interim valuations, and working with the actuary in 
determining the appropriate level of employer contributions for 
each employer.  

(ii) Investment strategy – To determine the fund's investment 
objectives and to set and review the long-term high level 
investment strategy to ensure these are aligned with the fund's 
specific liability profile and risk appetite and to oversee the 
delivery of the investment strategy by the LGPS ACCESS Joint 
Committee. 

(iii) Administration Strategy – The administration of the fund 
including collecting payments due, calculating and paying 
benefits, gathering from and providing information to scheme 
members and employers. 
 

(iv) Communications Strategy – Determining the methods of 
communications with the various stakeholders including scheme 
members and employers. 
 

(v) Discretions – Determining how the various administering 
authority discretions are operated for the fund.  
 

(vi) Governance - The key governance arrangements for the fund, 
including representation. 
 

(vii) Risk Management Strategy – To include regular monitoring of 
the fund’s key risks and agreeing how they are managed and/or 
mitigated. 

 

Regulations 
under the 
Superannuation 
Act 1972 
 

Authority to approve and apply the policy on, and to take decisions 
relating to, employers joining and leaving the fund. This includes 
which employers are entitled to join the fund, any requirements 
relating to their entry, ongoing monitoring and the basis for leaving the 
fund. 
 

As above 
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Delegated Authority 

 

Statutory 
Reference/ 
Condition 

Authority to agree the terms and payment of bulk transfers into and 
out of the fund in consultation with the Section 151 Officer.   
 

As above 

Authority to consider and approve business plans at least annually 
and monitor progress against them and to monitor compliance with 
the Myners Principles on an annual basis. 
 

As above 

Authority to develop and maintain a training policy for all Pension 
Fund Committee and Sub-Committee members and for all officers of 
the fund, including determining the fund’s knowledge and skills 
framework, identifying training requirements, developing training plans 
and monitoring attendance at training events. 
 

Regulations 
under the 
Superannuation 
Act 1972 
 

Authority to select, appoint, monitor and where necessary terminate 
advisors to the fund not solely relating to investment matters. 
 

As above 

Authority to approve and issue administering authority responses to 
consultations on LGPS matters and other matters where they may 
impact on the fund or its stakeholders. 
 

As above 

Authority to consider and determine where necessary, alternative 
investment strategies for participating employers. 
 

As above 

Authority to oversee the work of the Investment Sub-Committee and 
consider any matters put to them by the Investment Sub-Committee. 
 

As above 

Authority to set up sub-committees and task and finish groups 
including jointly with other LGPS administering authorities. 
 

As above 

Authority to review and amend the strategic investment policies on an 
appropriate regular basis, in consultation with the Section 151 Officer. 
 

As above 

Authority to manage any other strategic or key matters pertaining to 
the Fund not specifically listed above. 
 

As above 

Production of an annual report for consideration by the Council. 
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Delegated Authority 

 

Statutory 
Reference/ 
Condition 

In relation to pooled asset arrangements under the LGPS ACCESS 
Joint Committee: 
 

(i) Determining the requirements of the administering authority in 
relation to the provision of services by LGPS ACCESS to 
enable it to execute its investment strategy effectively; 
 

(ii) Receiving and considering reports from the LGPS ACCESS 
Joint Committee in order to ensure that the fund’s investor 
rights and views are represented appropriately; and 
 

(iii) Ensuring arrangements are in place to identify and manage the 
risks and costs associated with investment pooling. 
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9.1 Pension Fund Committee Investment Sub-Committee  
 
 
The Pension Fund Committee shall establish an Investment Sub-Committee with the 
following membership and powers: 
 

Membership 

 
All Investment Sub-Committee members shall be drawn from committee membership 
including substitutes. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Investment Sub-Committee shall be 
the Chair and Vice-Chair of the committee respectively. 
 

Representatives 
of 

Number 
of seats 

Term of Appointment Method of Appointment 

Cambridgeshire 
County Council 
Members 

4 As above Determined by Cambridgeshire 
County Council representatives 
on the Committee. Details of 
process to be agreed by the 
Chair. 
 

All other 
employers 

2 Up to term of office 
ceasing in accordance with 
Committee membership or 
six years whichever is later 
 

Determined by non-
Cambridgeshire County Council 
employer representatives at the 
Committee.  Details of process 
to be agreed by the Chair. 

Scheme 
member 
representative 

1 Up to term of office 
ceasing in accordance with   
Committee membership or 
six years whichever is later 
 

By agreement between active 
and deferred/pensioner 
representatives on Committee. 
Details of process to be agreed 
by the Chair. 
 

Total 7 
 

  

 

Substitutes: The Pension Fund Committee may appoint substitute members to the 
Investment Sub-Committee in accordance with the scheme of substitution. Similarly, 
substitutes for the representatives of all other employers and of scheme members may be 
appointed by eligible employers and by Unison respectively. 
 

 

 
Delegated Authority 

Statutory 
Reference/ 
Condition 

Authority to implement the fund’s investment strategy including 
setting benchmarks and targets for the investment pool operator and 
reviewing performance against those benchmarks. 
 

Regulations under 
the Superannuation 
Act 1972 
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Delegated Authority 

Statutory 
Reference/ 
Condition 

Authority to review and maintain the asset allocation of the fund 
within parameters agreed with the Pension Fund Committee. 
 

As above 

Authority to appoint and terminate investment managers to the fund 
and to monitor the performance of investment managers leading to 
review and decisions on termination where necessary where this is 
not undertaken by the LGPS ACCESS Joint Committee. 
 

As above 

Authority to appoint and monitor and where necessary terminate 
external advisors and service providers solely relating to investment 
matters, for example, the fund custodian, independent investment 
advisers, investment consultants and investment managers where 
this is not undertaken by the LGPS ACCESS Joint Committee. 
 

Regulations under 
the Superannuation 
Act 1972 
 

Authority to set benchmarks and targets for the fund’s investment 
managers where this is not undertaken by the LGPS ACCESS Joint 
Committee. 
 

As above 

Authority to monitor the risks inherent in the fund’s investment 
strategy in relation to the fund’s funding level. 
 

As above 

Authority to monitor and review: 
 

(i) Legislative, financial and economic changes relating to 
investments and their potential impact on the fund; 
 

(ii) The investment management fees paid by the fund and to 
implement any actions deemed necessary; 
 

(iii) The transactions costs incurred by the fund across its 
investment mandates and raise relevant issues and concerns 
with the investment providers as necessary; 
 

(iv) The investment providers’ adoption of socially responsible 
investment considerations, on an annual basis, including 
corporate governance matters and a review of compliance 
with the UK Stewardship Code.  

 

As above 

Authority to receive reports from investment providers. 
 

As above 

Authority to undertake any task as delegated by the Pension Fund 
Committee. 
 

As above 
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9.2 Pension Fund Board 

 

 

The Council shall establish a local pension board with the following membership and 
powers: 
 

Membership 
 

Representatives 
of 

Number 
of seats 

Term of 
Appointment 

Method of Appointment 

Employers 3 4 years 
or until 
qualification for 
membership 
ceases 

At least two representatives to be 
appointed by Cambridgeshire County 
Council Full Council 
 
One representative appointed via an open 
and transparent selection process. 
 

Scheme 
Members 

3 4 years 
or until 
qualification for 
membership 
ceases 
 

 To be appointed via an open and 
transparent selection process. 

Total 6 
 

  

 

The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Board shall be elected by the Pension Fund Board. 

 
 
Summary of Functions 
 

 
Delegated Authority 

Statutory 
Reference/ 
Condition 

Authority to assist the administering authority in securing compliance 
with (i) the Principal 2013 Regulations, (ii) any other legislation, and 
(iii) requirements imposed by the Pensions Regulator in relation to 
the scheme. 
 

Local Government 
Pension Scheme 
(Amendment) 
Regulations 2014 
(Regulation 
106(1)(a) & (b))  
 

Authority to assist the administering authority in ensuring the 
effective and efficient governance and administration of the scheme. 
 

As above 
(Regulation 
106(1)(b)) 
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Rules of Procedure for the Pension Fund Committee, Investment 
Sub-Committee and Pension Fund Board 

 

The Council’s Rules of Procedure set out in Part 4 of the Constitution apply to the Pension 
Fund Committee, the Investment Sub-Committee and Pension Fund Board, except where 
they concern the following matters: 

• Frequency of meetings; 

• Appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair; 

• Voting rights; 

• Quorum; or 

• Training requirement. 
 
In which case the rules are modified as necessary to accommodate the provisions set out 
in the table below. 
 

Frequency of  
Meetings 

The Pension Fund Committee will meet a minimum of five 
times a year.  The date, hour and place of routine meetings 
shall be fixed by the committee, but the Chair may call 
additional meetings if deemed necessary.   

The Investment Sub-Committee will meet a minimum of four 
times a year. The date, hour and place of routine meetings 
shall be fixed by the committee, but the Chair of the Sub-
Committee may call additional meetings if deemed 
necessary.   

The Local Pension Fund Board will meet a minimum of four 
times a year. The date, hour and place of routine meetings 
shall be fixed by the board, but the Chair may call additional 
meetings if deemed necessary. 
 

Chair and  
Vice-Chair’s  
Term of Office 

The normal term for the Pension Fund Committee and 
Board’s chair and vice-chair shall be one year subject to 
earlier removal by vote of the Pension Fund Committee or 
Board respectively. 
 

Voting Rights All Pension Fund Committee members, Investment Sub-
Committee members and Local Pension Fund Board 
members shall have the right to vote in their respective 
meetings.   
 

Quorum 5 (1/3 plus 1) committee members shall form a quorum for 
meetings of the Pension Fund Committee.   

4 (1/3 plus 1) Investment Sub-Committee members shall 
form a quorum for meetings of the Investment Sub-
Committee. 

3 (1/3 plus 1) Board members shall form a quorum for 
meetings of the Local Pension Fund Board (shall include at 
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least one each from the employer and member sides). No 
business requiring a decision shall be transacted at any 
meeting of the Pension Fund Committee or Investment Sub-
Committee or Local Pension Fund Board unless the meeting 
is quorate. If it arises during the course of a meeting that a 
quorum is no longer present, the chair shall either suspend 
business until a quorum is re-established or declare the 
meeting at an end and arrange for the completion of the 
agenda at the next meeting or at a special meeting.   
 

Training 
Requirement 

Members may not take part in meetings of the Pension Fund 
Committee, Investment Sub-Committee or Local Pension 
Fund Board unless they have complied with any training 
requirements set out by the Chair of the Pension Fund Board 
or for Board members as set out in the Public Services 
Pensions Act. 
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 Cambridgeshire Pension Fund Board (Standing Orders) 
  

1. 
 

Notice of Meetings 
 
Meetings of the Pension Fund Board will be convened by the administering 
authority, who will also arrange the clerking and recording of meetings (a member 
of the County Council’s Democratic and Members’ Services Team will act as 
clerk). Officers from the Pensions Service will provide pension fund information to 
the board. 
 
The agenda and papers for meetings must be available at least five clear working 
days before the meeting. 
 

2. 
 

Chair 
 

A Chair and Vice-Chair will be appointed by the employer and member 
representatives of the board from among their own number but not from the same 
sector of representatives.   
 

 The role of the Chair is to ensure meetings are properly conducted, decision 
making is clear and professional advice is followed. The Chair will agree the 
agenda and approve the minutes for each meeting. 
 

 Either or both the Chair and Vice-Chair, or a substitute board member from the 
same side (i.e. employer or scheme member representative), will be present at 
interviews to recruit members of the board. 
 

3. Other members 

  

The board may appoint other members with the agreement of the administering 
authority. Other members will not have voting rights on the board. 
 

4. 
 

Reporting 
 

The Board should in the first instance report its requests, recommendations or 
concerns to the Pension Fund Committee. 

  

On receipt of a report, the Pension Fund Committee should, within a reasonable 
period, consider and respond to the board. 
 
Where the board is not satisfied with the response received it may request that a 
notice of its concern be placed on the website and in the Pension Fund’s annual 
report. 
 
Where the board is satisfied that there has been a breach of regulation which has 
been reported to the Pension Fund Committee and has not been rectified within a 
reasonable period of time it is under an obligation to escalate the breach. 
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The appropriate internal route for escalation is to the Monitoring Officer and the 
Section 151 Officer. 
 
The board may report concerns to the LGPS Scheme Advisory Board for 
considering subsequent to, but not instead of, using the appropriate internal route 
for escalation. 
 
Board members are also subject to the requirements to report breaches of law 
under the act and the code [and the whistleblowing provisions set out in the 
administering authority’s whistle blowing policy]. 
 
The board will publish an annual report of its activities for that year and include it 
part of the Pension Fund’s annual report. 
 

5. 
 

Board Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Every individual who is a member of the board must be conversant with: 
(a) The rules of the Local Government Pension Scheme; and 
(b) Any document recording policy about the administration of the fund which 

is for the time being adopted in relation to the fund. 
 
Every individual who is a member of the board must also have knowledge and 
understanding of: 

 (a) The law relating to pensions; and 
(b) Such other matters as may be prescribed. 

 
 The board shall establish and maintain a Knowledge and Understanding Policy 

and Framework to address the knowledge and understanding requirements that 
apply to board members under the act. 

  

6. 
 

Members’ Conduct 
 
The board should at all times act in a reasonable manner in the conduct of its 
purpose. Part 5 (Codes and Protocols) of the Council’s Constitution will therefore 
apply to all members of the board.  
 

 The board should always act within its terms of reference and standing orders. 
  

7. Termination of Membership 
 

 Local Pension Fund Board membership may be terminated prior to the end of the 
term of office due to: 
 
(a) A member representative appointed on the basis of their membership of the 

scheme no longer being a scheme member in the Pension Fund; 
 
(b) A member representative no longer being a scheme member or a 

representative of the body on which their appointment relied; 
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(c) An employer representative no longer holding the office or employment or 
being a member of the body on which their appointment relied; 

 
(d) A board member no longer being able to demonstrate to the administering 

authority their capacity to attend and prepare for meetings or to participate 
in required training; 

 
(e) The representative being withdrawn by the nominating body and a 

replacement identified; 
 
(f) A board member has a conflict of interest which cannot be managed in 

accordance with the Code of Conduct; 
 
(g) A board member who is an elected member becomes a member of the 

Pensions Committee; 
 
(h) A board member who is an officer of the administering authority becomes 

responsible for the discharge of any function of the administering authority 
under the regulations. 

 

8. Role of Advisors 

  

 The Local Pension Fund Board will seek alternative routes for advice prior to 
outside advisors being commissioned at considerable cost. The approval of the 
Section 151 Officer is required if the board needs to pay advisers.  

  

9. Urgent Items of Business and the Publication of Information 

  
 The board will follow the requirements of the Local Government Access to 

Information Act 1985 as set out in the Administering Authority’s Constitution. 
  

10. Working Groups/Sub-Committees 

  

 The board will have the power to set up working groups/sub committees if 
appropriate. 
 

11. Expenses 

  
 Board members will be able to claim reasonable expenses from the Pension 

Fund if claimed within two months. 
 
Travel by private vehicles will be reimbursed at the rates set for tax allowance 
purposes by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs for business travel. Currently 
these are 45p per mile for the first 10,000 miles and 25p a mile thereafter and an 
additional 5p per mile where a passenger is carried. 
 
Parking fees and public transport fares will be reimbursed at cost on production 
of a valid ticket or receipt. In the case of travel by rail, standard class fare or 
actual fare paid (if less) will be reimbursed.  
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12. Public Access to Board Meetings and Information 
  

 The Board meetings can be open to the general public (unless there is an 
exemption under the relevant legislation which would preclude part (or all) of the 
meeting from being open to the general public. 

  

 The following will be entitled to attend Board meetings in an observer capacity: 
  
 (a) Members of the Pension Fund Committee; 

(b) Any person requested to attend by the board. 
 
Any such attendees will be permitted to speak at the discretion of the Chair. 
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10. Planning Committee 
 
 

Membership 
 
Nine members of the Council.   
 
 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/Condition 

Authority to exercise the Council’s powers and functions in 
relation to: 
 

• Development Control 

• The Planning (Hazardous Substances) Regulations 1992 

• Applications under the Commons Registration Act 1965 
and the Commons Act 2006 

• Rights of Way 
 

See Scheme of 
Delegation to Officers 
and to Area Committees  
 
 

To undertake the Council’s functions in relation to Minerals and 
Waste Local Development Documents 

Subject to approval of 
the policy framework by 
Full Council 
 
See Scheme of 
delegation to Officers  
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11. Staffing and Appeals Committee 

 
 

Membership  

 
Nine members of the Council. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the Staffing and Appeals 
Committee shall be selected and appointed by the Staffing and Appeals Committee. 
 
When determining the remuneration policy for Cambridgeshire County Council 
employees, the committee shall be advised by the Chief Executive and the Assistant 
Director, HR Services, or their nominees. The committee may, having sought the advice of 
the Assistant Director, HR Services, choose to be advised by an external independent 
adviser. 
 
N.B. The Chair of the Staffing and Appeals Committee shall be authorised to approve the 
co-option of representatives from partner agencies onto the committee in a non-voting 
capacity, where this is considered relevant to the appointment being made. 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
The committee has delegated authority to exercise the Council’s functions in respect of all 
matters, save those otherwise reserved to other bodies, relating to the employment of the 
Council’s officers and contractors including determining the terms and conditions of 
employment.  
 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority to determine the policy regarding the remuneration of 
statutory and non-statutory chief officers (including deputies) of 
Cambridgeshire County Council; and to implement and make decisions 
pursuant to and in accordance with that policy. 
 
For the avoidance of doubt the term statutory and non-statutory chief 
/deputy chief officers has the same meaning as that contained in S.2 
(6), (7) and (8) of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989. 
 

Subject to the 
approval of Full 
Council where 
required 

Authority to undertake the selection of and to appoint statutory officers 
and executive directors in accordance with the Council’s Officer 
Employment Procedure Rules. 
 

Subject to the 
approval of Full 
Council where 
required 

Authority for making arrangements with other authorities for the placing 
of staff at the disposal of those authorities.  
 
(Section113 of the Local Government Act 1972). 
 

Chief Executive 
and executive 
directors 
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Authority for the approval of pay, terms and conditions of service and 
training of employees except for approving the Annual Senior Officer 
Pay Policy Statement which is reserved to the Full Council. 
 

Chief Executive 

Authority to recommend to Council the Chief Officer Pay Policy 
Statement. 
 

 
 

Authority for oversight of the Council’s functions in connection with 
employee relations including arrangements for consultation/ 
negotiation with trades unions. 
 

 

Authority to approve proposals from the Head of Paid Service in 
relation to the overall staffing structure/restructure of the Council. 
 

Chief Executive 

Authority to oversee the work of service appeals sub-committees and 
consider any matters put to them by the service appeals sub-
committee. 
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11.1  Service Appeals Sub-Committee 
 
 
The Staffing and Appeals Committee shall establish service appeals sub-committees as 
required with the following membership and powers: 
 

Membership 
 
Any three members (including substitutes) of the Staffing and Appeals Committee, subject 
to political proportionality. 
 
The Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the Chair of the Staffing and Appeals 
Committee, shall make arrangements for convening the sub-committee including invitation 
of members to form a service appeals sub-committee as and when required. 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
A service appeals sub-committee has delegated authority to hear and determine all 
appeals arising in relation to decisions made by the County Council in the course of its 
activities other than those undertaken by another body. The remit of the sub-committee 
includes appeals by service users.  
 

Delegated Authority Delegation/ 
Condition 

Authority to determine appeals against the non-payment of discretionary 
awards to students. 
 

 

Authority to determine complaints about curriculum and related matters. 
under the terms of Section 409 of the Education Act 1996. 
 

 

Authority to determine appeals against decisions not to provide free or 
subsidised home to school or college transport. 
 

 

Authority to consider appeals in relation to the licensing of approved 
premises for marriages and other civil ceremonies. 
 

 

Authority to determine appeals against decisions of the authority to remove 
a person from acting as the local authority’s representative on the 
governing body of a school or other educational establishment. 
 

 

Authority to act as Investigating and Disciplinary Committee (IDC) to 
consider and disciplinary issues in relation to the Chief Executive, 
Monitoring Officer or Section 151 Officer as detailed in the Disciplinary 
Procedure for Statutory Officers. 
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12. Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Health and Wellbeing Board  
 
 

Introduction 
 
The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Health and Wellbeing Board (HWB) is established 
as a committee of the County Council under section 102 of the Local Government Act 
1972. Its remit is to work to promote the health and wellbeing of Cambridgeshire’s 
communities and its focus is on securing the best possible health outcomes for all 
residents. This involves a system level partnership with NHS and Local Government as 
equal partners and the alignment of partners’ strategies across the system. 
 
In consideration of the developments around the Integrated Care Partnerships (ICPs), 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough HWB aims to ensure that integration is closely linked to 
prevention and tackling the wider determinants of health. A joint Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough HWB has collective accountability and responsibility for population health 
care outcomes. The Board maintains its separate statutory identify from the ICP but where 
possible meets as a committee in common. It is the intention to have one shared 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Health & Wellbeing Strategy that is owned across the 
local system.  
 

Membership 
 
Membership from the Health and Wellbeing Board is 20 members, with an additional nine 
from the Integrated Care Partnership, creating the collective board membership.  

 
Health and Wellbeing Board Members 
 
• Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) Vice-Chair of Adults & Health Committee (Lead 

member for HWB)1  
• CCC Chair of Adults & Health Committee  
• Peterborough City Council (PCC) Cabinet / Lead member for Public Health/ HWB1 
• PCC Cabinet / Lead Member for Children’s Services 
• PCC/CCC Executive Director of Public Health1 
• PCC Executive Director: Adults Services or PCC Executive Director: Children and 

Young People’s Service* 
• CCC Executive Director for Adults, Health and Commissioning or CCC Executive 

Director for Children, Education and Families.*  
• District Council representative (one officer on behalf of all districts to be appointed by 

the Cambridgeshire Public Service Board)  
• Local Healthwatch Chair1 

• Voluntary & Community Sector Representative  
• Cambridgeshire Constabulary (Chief Constable or officer to be determined) 
• Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority (Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

or officer to be determined) 
• Chief Executive Integrated Care Board (ICB1)  
• Chair Integrated Care Board  
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• Representative of Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (CUHFT) 
• Representative of North West Anglia NHS Foundation Trust (NWAFT)  
• Representative of Papworth Hospital NHS Foundation Trust  
• Representative of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust (CPFT) 
• Representative of Cambridgeshire Community Services NHS Trust (CCS) 
• Primary Care Representative (South) 

 
* One member to be agreed between the Chief Executives of Peterborough City Council 
and Cambridgeshire County Council. 

 

Integrated Care Partnership Board Members 
 
• ICB Deputy Chief Executive/ Managing Director of Strategic Commissioning 

Accountable Business Unit  
• ICB Chief of Partnerships and Strategy  
• ICB Non Executive Member 
• Primary Care Representative (North) 
• District Council representative (one officer on behalf of all districts to be appointed by 

the Cambridgeshire Public Service Board)  
• Police and Crime Commissioner 
• Academic Health Science Network Representative 
• Voluntary and Community Sector Representative  
• Mayor of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority  

 
1 Denotes statutory members of the Health and Wellbeing Board as required by 

Section 194 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012. There is a statutory 
requirement for at least one local authority councillor and at least one 
representative of the ICS NHS Board, to be a member of the HWB. 
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Summary of Functions 
 

Delegated Authority Delegated Condition 
 

Authority to prepare the Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment (JSNA) for Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough: To develop a shared understanding of 
the needs of the community through developing and 
keeping under review the JSNA and to use this 
intelligence to refresh the Health & Wellbeing 
Strategy. 
 

Section 116, Local 
Government 
and Public Involvement in 
Health Act 2007 
Section 196, Health and 
Social Care Act 2012 

Authority to prepare the Joint Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough based 
on the need identified in the Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment and overseeing the implementation of the 
Strategy, which informs and influences the 
commissioning plans of partner agencies. 
 

Section 116A, Local 
Government and Public 
Involvement in Health Act 2007. 
Section 196, Health and Social 
Care Act 2012 
 

Authority to respond to consultations about 
commissioning plans issued by the ICB in connection 
with Section 26 of the Health and Social Care Act 
2012. 
 

Section 26, Health and 
Social Care Act 2012 

Authority to encourage persons who arrange for the 
provision of any health or social care services in the 
Council’s area to work in an integrated manner. 
 

Section 195, Health and 
Social Care Act 2012 

Authority to provide any advice, assistance and 
support it thinks appropriate for the purpose of 
encouraging the making of arrangements under 
Section 75 of the National Health Service Act 2006. 

Section 195, Health and Social 
Care Act 2012 
Section 75, NHS Act 2006 
 
 

Authority to produce the Pharmaceutical Needs 
Assessment (PNA) and liaise with NHS England and 
Improvement (NHSE&I) to ensure recommendations 
and gaps in services are addressed. 
 

NHS 
(Pharmaceutical and Local 
Pharmaceutical Services) 
Regulations 2013 (SI 2013/349) 

To consider options and opportunities for the joint 
commissioning of health and social care services for 
children, families and adults in Cambridgeshire to 
meet identified needs (based on the findings of the 
Joint Strategic Needs Assessment) and to consider 
any relevant plans and strategies regarding joint 
commissioning of health and social care services for 
children and adults. 
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Delegated Authority Delegated Condition 
 

To identify areas where joined up or integrated 
commissioning, including the establishment of pooled 
budget arrangements, would benefit improving health 
and wellbeing and reducing health inequalities. 
 

 

By establishing subgroups as appropriate give 
consideration to areas of joint health and social care 
commissioning, including but not restricted to services 
for people with learning disabilities. 
 

 

To keep under consideration, the financial and 
organisational implications and impact on people’s 
experience of joint and integrated working across 
health and social care services, and to make 
recommendations for ensuring that performance and 
quality standards for health and social care services to 
children, families and adults are met and represent 
value for money across the whole system. 
 

 

Authority to prepare and provide Health and Wellbeing 
Board sign off for the Better Care Fund Plan. 
 

 

Authority to approve non-statutory joint strategies on 
health and wellbeing issues (e.g. Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough suicide prevention strategy). 
 

 

Authority to discharge any other functions specifically 
reserved to be undertaken by health and wellbeing 
boards as set out in legislation, guidance, circulars 
and directives received from national government. 
 

 

Authority to consider whether ICS Board draft forward 
plans take proper account of the joint local health and 
wellbeing strategy which relates to the period (or any 
part of the period) to which the plan relates. 
 

Section 14Z54 White paper 

To provide oversight to the work undertaken by the 
member partners to take forward the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough ICB to deliver the “triple aim” duty 
for all NHS organisations of better health for the whole 
population, better quality of care for all patients and 
financially sustainable services for the taxpayer. 
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Delegated Authority Delegated Condition 
 

To provide a system wide governance forum, 
including NHS, Local Government and wider partners, 
to enable collective focus and direction to the 
responsibilities and decision making of the individual 
partners.  
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Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Health and Wellbeing Board  
(Standing Orders) 
 
1.  Co-optees 
 

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Health and Wellbeing Board will be entitled 
to appoint non-voting and voting co-opted members to the board. It shall determine 
whether the co-options shall be for a specified period, for specific meetings or for 
specific items. Co-options may only be made if the person co-opted has particular 
knowledge or elected expertise in the functions for which the board is responsible, 
or knowledge/responsibility for a geographic or academic agenda issue. 

 

2.  Notice of Meetings 
 

Meetings of the board will be convened by the Integrated Care Board on behalf of 
Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council. The Integrated 
Care Partnership will arrange the clerking of the HWB part of the agenda and 
recording of the whole meeting (a member of Cambridgeshire County Council’s or 
Peterborough City Council’s Democratic Services Team will act as support lead). 

 

3.  Chair 
 

The appointment of the chair will be determined by the board at each meeting. It 
will be based on a rotating arrangement between CCC, PCC and the ICP. 

 

4.  Quorum 
 

The quorum for all meetings of the board will be nine members from the Health and 
Wellbeing Board membership and must include at least one elected representative 
from CCC and PCC and a representative of the ICB. 

 

5.  Appointment of Substitute Members 
 

Nominating groups may appoint a substitute member for each position. These 
members will receive electronic versions of agendas and minutes for all meetings. 
Notification of a named substitute member must be made in writing or by email to 
the clerk. Substitute members may attend meetings after notifying the clerk of the 
intended substitution before the start of the meeting either verbally or in writing.  
Substitute members will have full voting rights when taking the place of the ordinary 
member for whom they are designated substitute. 
 
Attendance of a substitute member other than the named substitute will be allowed. 
Notification of an alternative substitute member attending the meeting must be 
made verbally or by email to the clerk prior to the meeting. 

  



 

The Constitution 
Part 3C – Responsibility for Functions –  

Joint Committees 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough  

Health and Wellbeing Board 
 

 
Part 3B, Responsibility for Functions, Committees, Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Health and Wellbeing Board  

[effective from 12 December 2023] 

3B-12, page 7 

6.  Decision Making 
 

It is expected that decisions will be reached by consensus, however, if a vote is 
required it will be determined by a simple majority of those members and voting co-
opted members present and voting. If there are equal numbers of votes for and 
against, the Chair will have a second or casting vote. There will be no restriction on 
how the Chair chooses to exercise a casting vote. 

 

7.  Meeting Frequency 

 
The board will meet at least four times a year. In addition, extraordinary meetings 
may be called from time to time as and when appropriate. A board meeting may be 
called by the Chair, by any three members of the board or by the Executive Director 
of Public Health if they consider it necessary or appropriate. 

 

8.  Supply of information 
 

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Health and Wellbeing Board may, for the 
purpose of enabling or assisting it to perform its functions, request any of the 
following persons to supply it with such information as may be specified in the 
request: 

 
(a) The local authority that established the Health and Wellbeing Board; 
 
(b) Any person who is represented on the Health and Wellbeing Board by 

virtue of section 194(2)(e) to (g) or (8) of the Health and Social Care 
Act 2012 (“the 2012 Act”); and  

 
(c)  Any person who is a member of a Health and Wellbeing Board by 

virtue of section 194(2)(g) or (8) but is not acting as a representative. 
 

A person who is requested to supply information under (a), (b) and (c) must comply 
with the request. Information supplied to a Health and Wellbeing Board under this 
section may be used by the board only for the purpose of enabling or assisting it to 
perform its functions. 

 

9.  Status of Reports 
 

Meetings of the board shall be open to the press and public and the agenda, 
reports and minutes will be available for inspection on the CCC and PCC’s website 
at least five working days in advance of each meeting. [This excludes items of 
business containing confidential information or information that is exempt from 
publication in accordance with Part 5A and Schedule 12A to the Local Government 
Act 1972 as amended.] Other participating organisations may make links from their 
website to the board’s papers on CCC or PCC’s website. 
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10.  Press Strategy 
 

An electronic link to agendas for all meetings will be sent to the local media. 
CCC and/or PCC will be responsible for issuing press releases on behalf of the 
Board and dealing with any press enquiries. Press releases issued on behalf of the 
board will be agreed with the Chair or Vice-Chair and circulated to all board 
members. 

 
11.  Members’ Conduct 
 

Part 5 - Codes and Protocols of the Cambridgeshire County Council’s Constitution 
applies to all elected and ‘co-opted’ members of the board including those 
attending as substitutes The Clerk will ensure that a register of members interest is 
held for all members including the Integrated Care Partnership.   

 

12. Amendment of the Terms of Reference 
 

The board may recommend variations to its Terms of Reference by a simple 
majority vote by the members provided that prior notice of the nature of the 
proposed variation is made and included on the agenda for the meeting. 

 

13. Governance and Accountability 
 

The board will be accountable for its actions to its individual member organisations. 
There will be sovereignty around decision making processes. Representatives will 
be accountable through their own organisations for the decisions they take. It is 
expected that members of the board will have delegated authority from their 
organisations to take decisions within the terms of reference. Decisions within the 
terms of reference will be taken at meetings and will not normally be subject to 
ratification or a formal decision process by partner organisations. However, where 
decisions are not within the delegated authority of the board members, these will be 
subject to ratification by constituent bodies. 

 
It is expected that decisions will be reached by consensus. Board members bring 
the responsibility, accountability and duties of their individual roles to the board to 
provide information, data and consultation material appropriate to inform the 
discussions and decisions. 

 

14. Reporting 
 

The board will take an annual report to Full Council in CCC and PCC and will report 
to NHS England and Improvement (NHSEI) via the regional team reports, as 
required.  
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13. Assets and Procurement Committee  
 
 

Membership 
 
Fifteen members of the Council, subject to proportionality. The Chair and Vice-Chair of the 
Committee shall be appointed by Full Council. 

 
Summary of Functions 
 
The committee has delegated authority to exercise the County Council’s functions in 
respect of the following: 
 

(a) Development and performance management of a Procurement and Commercial 
strategy which focuses on financial, social and environmental return on the 
Council’s third party spending. 
 

(b) Development and performance management of the Council’s land and property 
management strategies. 
 

(c) Take decisions or delegate decisions around procurement / land and property 
decisions where the value exceeds £500k. 
 

 

Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

To recommend to Council and monitor the Council’s Land & Property 
Strategy, including its Asset Management Plan, social and environmental 
(including carbon) Frameworks. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee and 
Full Council 
 

Authority to lead the development of the Council’s Procurement & 
Commercial Strategy, as well as its Social and Environmental Value 
Framework 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
 

To review the Council's asset portfolio to identify opportunities and 
develop policies to reduce the financial impact on the Council's operating 
position and strengthen its financial sustainability and ensure investment 
is consistent with the policies and principles of the Council. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

To consider, evaluate, and agree property disposals (overseeing any 
public consultation where it is applicable/in line with policy), acquisitions, 
and investment opportunities. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
 

To work with officers to facilitate/promote the development of proposals 
for sharing property with partner organisations. Including to consider and 
approve the use of Council owned assets by the local community and / or 
other interested parties. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
 

To review and regularly consider the Council’s estate safety. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
 

To consider and make recommendations to the Council for property 
rationalisation proposals that are outside of the agreed Business Plan. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
 

To supervise the Council’s utilisation of assets and properties and its 
activities as a “corporate landlord”. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
 

To approve variations, renewal, and termination of leases, licenses, 
dedications, and easements in accordance with delegations, including 
County farm business tenancies. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
 

To monitor all commercial and property investment proposals included 
within the Business Plan to ensure successful delivery. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee 
 

Authority to exercise the functions conferred by the Agriculture Act 1970 
in relation to the County Farms Estate. 
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Delegated Authority 
 

Delegation/ 
Condition 

To exercise all and any of the Council’s rights as shareholder of all wholly 
owned and joint venture companies which are not otherwise the 
responsibility of another committee. This includes the Property SPV This 
Land Limited and its subsidiaries.  
 

The 
Committee 
may authorise 
the Section 
151 Officer to 
exercise these 
rights in 
appropriate 
circumstances, 
including 
urgency, in 
consultation 
with the Chair 
and Vice-Chair 
 

To oversee and ensure strong procurement governance, pipeline, skills 
and practice across the council. 
 

 

To award corporate and non-service based contracts in line with 
constitutional delegations.  
 

 

Regularly review the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules and 
delegations and recommend to Full Council changes to rules and/or 
delegations as appropriate. 

In consultation 
with the 
relevant 
service 
committee and 
Full Council 
 

Authority to nominate representatives to outside commercial bodies. This 
excludes appointment to the Combined Authority, Greater Cambridge 
Partnership, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Authority, 
Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Panel, the County Councils Network 
Council and the Local Government Association. 
 

 

Authority to contribute to the Council’s duties relating to public health by 
assessing the health implications of decisions, seeking synergies and 
avoiding harmful health impacts, in order to improve population health 
and health equity. 
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14.  Cambridge Joint Area Committee 
 
 
The Cambridge Joint Area Committee considers and determines local transport issues 
within Cambridge City that are not part of the Greater Cambridge Partnership’s (GCP) 
remit, and advises on, but does not determine, schemes of strategic importance within the 
Cambridge City area that are not part of the GCP’s remit. The constituent councils are 
Cambridgeshire County Council and Cambridge City Council. 
 
These terms of references will be reviewed on an annual basis to consider whether 
amendments need to be made. 
 

1. Functions 
 

The functions of the committee are: 
 

(i) To consider and determine Local Highway Improvement (LHI) initiatives in 
the Cambridge City area, having regard to the budget available. 
 

(ii) To consider and advise on issues having regard to available resources, in 
relation to: 

1) traffic management 
2) parking regulation 
3) cycle and pedestrian schemes. 

 
(iii) To consider and advise the County Council and City Council on on-street 

and off-street parking charges and enforcement. 
 

(iv) To consider and advise on the approach to pavement parking regulation to 
ensure coherent, consistent, and compliant approaches. 
 

(v) To consider and advise on ways to ensure support for assisted travel (e.g., 
taxi cards, Dial-a-ride and Shopmobility) across the councils is 
complementary, coherent, and aligned with wider GCP strategies and with 
the Local Transport and Connectivity Plan. 
 

(vi) To consider and advise on ways to ensure alignment, coherence and 
efficiency in the way Table and Chair Licensing powers, Pavement Licensing 
powers and A Board Policy are applied. 
 

(vii) Regarding funds made available by either authority or other body, to advise 
on annual awards to pedestrian and cycle groups etc for projects supporting 
active travel. 
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2. Membership 

 
The Joint Area Committee will be made up of twelve members, comprising of six 
County Council members from Cambridge divisions and six City Council members. 
Members are to be appointed in a manner deemed appropriate by each council in 
compliance with the law.   

  

3. Quorum 
 

The quorum of a meeting will be one half of the whole number of members, with at 
least three members from each constituent council. 

 

4. Meetings 

 
Meetings are held in Cambridge at least once a year, and no more frequently than 
once every two months, and only if there is relevant business to discuss.  

 
All meetings will be open to the public. 

 
Members of the public will be permitted to speak at meetings in accordance with 
the County Council’s procedures for speaking at Council meetings. 

 
All papers will be made available to the public, will be published on the Councils’ 
websites, and will conform with both authorities’ Access to Information Rules. 

 

5. Chair and Vice-Chair 
 

The Chair of the committee alternates between the two authorities on an annual 
basis and is elected by the members of the committee.   

 
A Vice-Chair is also elected by the committee on an annual basis and is from the 
authority that does not hold the chair. 

 

6. Voting 

 
Every decision on an item on the meeting agenda shall be taken by a vote. If there 
are equal numbers of votes for and against, the Chair will have a second or casting 
vote. 

 

7. Decisions 

 
Decisions taken by the committee will be in accordance with the policies of both 
authorities, the GCP, the Local Transport and Connectivity Plan and available 
budgets. A decision taken by the committee under delegated powers may be 
subject to reconsideration by a constituent authority where the relevant Monitoring 
Officer considers it conflicts with agreed policies or budgets of that authority. 
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8. Administrative Arrangements 

 
Administrative arrangements for the committee are shared between the two authorities. 
The City Council will host all meetings, the County Council will minute all meetings. 
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Part 3C – Joint Committees 
 
 

Introduction 

 

Full Council is empowered to establish joint committees together with other local 
authorities, and to delegate functions to those joint committees. This part contains a list of 
the joint committees which have been established by Full Council and sets out their 
composition, purpose and delegated functions. In addition, where there are special 
procedural rules these are also listed. 
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A. Greater Cambridge Partnership Integrated Governance 
Framework  
 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership has five local partners, Cambridgeshire County 
Council, Cambridge City Council, South Cambridgeshire District Council, the 
Business Board of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority and 
the University of Cambridge.  Its governance framework consists of an Executive 
Board with five members, supported by a Joint Assembly with 15 members. 
 

a) Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board 

 

Summary of Functions 
 
The Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board has delegated authority to 
exercise the following functions: 
 

• Authority to set and review the objectives to be achieved by the strategic 
investments made pursuant to the Greater Cambridge City Deal agreement 
dated 19 June 2014. 
 

• Authority to: 
- Approve single position statements in relation to strategic City Deal issues. 
- Approve projects, including the allocation of project funding, which fall within 

the ambit of the City Deal agreement. 
- Approve the major priorities under the auspices of the City Deal. 
- Approve plans and strategies necessary or incidental to the implementation 

of the City Deal agreement. 
- Consider recommendations from the Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint 

Assembly. 
 

Terms of Reference and Standing Orders 
 

The Executive Board’s Terms of Reference and Standing Orders are set out in 
Appendix 1. 
 
 

b) Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly 
 

Summary of Functions 
 
The Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly has delegated authority to 
exercise the following functions: 
 

• Authority to advise the Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board in 
connection to the achievement of the objectives of the City Deal agreement. 
 

• Authority to prepare and submit reports and/or recommendations to the Greater 
Cambridge Partnership Executive Board. 
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Terms of Reference and Standing Orders 
 
The Joint Assembly’s Terms of Reference and Standing Orders are set out in 
Appendix 2. 
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Appendix 1 
 

Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board (Terms of Reference) 
 

1. Parties 
 

Cambridge City Council. 
Cambridgeshire County Council. 
South Cambridgeshire District Council. 
The Business Board of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority 
[the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) for the region – hereafter referred to as the 
‘Business Board’]. 
The University of Cambridge. 

 

2. Status 
 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) Executive Board has been established 
by Cambridge City Council, Cambridgeshire County Council and South 
Cambridgeshire District Council.  It is a joint committee of the three Councils, 
established by Cambridgeshire County Council under section 102(1) (b) of the 
Local Government Act 1972 and by Cambridge City Council and South 
Cambridgeshire District Council under section 9EB of the Local Government Act 
2000. 

 

3. Membership 
 

Three elected members with full voting rights (one from each of the three member 
Councils). 
 
Two non-voting members (one from the Business Board and one from the 
University of Cambridge). 

 

4. Functions of the Executive Board 
 

4.1 The Executive Board is established to ensure that the objectives of the Greater 
Cambridge City Deal are met.  The Greater Cambridge City Deal aims to enable a 
new wave of innovation-led growth by investing in the infrastructure, housing and 
skills that will facilitate the continued growth of the ‘Cambridge Phenomenon’.  To 
this end, the Executive Board will have oversight of the strategic direction and 
delivery of the City Deal and its objectives. 
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4.2 The Executive Board will also be responsible for the commissioning of projects 

funded by money provided through the City Deal and for overall control of that 
programme of investments.  The scheme promoter for each individual project will 
be responsible for the delivery of that budget, under the oversight of the Executive 
Board.  This shall also apply to circumstances in which funding is provided to the 
Executive Board by the member councils or by other parties, such as the Business 
Board. 

 
4.3 The three councils agree to delegate exercise of their functions to the Executive 

Board to the extent necessary to enable the Executive Board to pursue and achieve 
the objectives of the Greater Cambridge City Deal and to undertake any actions 
necessary, incidental or ancillary to achieving those objectives, and, accordingly, 
the three councils shall make the necessary changes to their respective schemes of 
delegation.  The Executive Board may further delegate to officers of the three 
Councils.  

 
4.4 The Executive Board will consider any reports and recommendations from the Joint 

Assembly as appropriate. 
 

5. Professional and Administrative Support 
 

5.1 Cambridgeshire County Council shall act as the accountable body for the Executive 
Board in respect of financial matters and its financial procedure rules will apply in 
this context. 

 
5.2 Committee management and administrative support to the Executive Board will be 

provided by one of the constituent councils [Cambridgeshire County Council from 
May 2019].  

 
5.3 The lead role on projects shall be determined by the Executive Board, subject to the 

principle that the lead authority should be the Council primarily responsible for the 
service in question for their area.  The procurement and other rules of the lead 
authority will apply in respect of projects.  

 

6. Standing Orders 
 

6.1 The Executive Board will be governed by the Standing Orders set out in Annex A 
attached to these Terms of Reference. 

 

7. Costs 
 

7.1 The three Councils will each bear its own costs in relation to the operation of the 
Executive Board, with the exception of approved project delivery costs met from 
budgets managed by the Executive Board. 

 
7.2 Each council makes a legally binding commitment that, should it withdraw from or 

modify its role within the Executive Board, it agrees to pay all additional costs that 
fail to be met by the other partner councils that are reasonably attributable to that 
decision.  This could include, for example, the costs that are locked into projects 
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that have already been committed to, or the costs of dissolving integrated officer 
and Member arrangements and re-establishing independent arrangements. 

 
7.3 The firm intention is that the Executive Board will continue until it is either replaced 

by a Combined Authority, subject to the carrying out of a governance review 
following necessary legislative changes, or until the programme is completed.  
Recognising the very serious implications of withdrawal from the Executive Board 
for the delivery of the City Deal programme, if a council decides to withdraw from or 
modify its role within the Executive Board, it commits to sharing this with the GCP at 
the earliest possible opportunity, and to entering into constructive discussions to 
avoid this happening or to reach a way forward. 
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Appendix 1 – Annex A 
 

Greater Cambridge Partnership Executive Board (Standing Orders) 
 

1. Membership 
 
1.1 The Executive Board will have a voting membership of three, each council being 

entitled to appoint one voting member.   
 
1.2 The Executive Board will also have two non-voting members, to be co-opted by the 

Committee on a nomination by each of the Business Board and the University of 
Cambridge. 

 

2. Alternate or Substitute Members 
 

2.1 Each council will be entitled to appoint one named alternate or substitute member 
who may act in all aspects as a voting member of the Executive Board in the 
absence of the voting member appointed.   

 
2.2 Alternate or substitute members will be invited to attend all meetings of the 

Executive Board. 
 
2.3 The Business Board and the University of Cambridge will each be entitled to 

nominate an alternate or substitute non-voting member to act in the absence of 
their principal co-opted member. 

 

3. Term of Office 
 
3.1 The term of office of voting and alternate or substitute voting members shall end: 
 

- if rescinded by the appointing Council; or 
- if the member ceases to be a member of the appointing Council. 

 
3.2 The Business Board and University of Cambridge may at any time ask the 

Executive Board to replace their nominated co-opted member and alternate or 
substitute member by way of further nomination.  

 

4. Appointment of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 
 
4.1 The Executive Board will appoint a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson at its first 

meeting and thereafter annually at the first meeting following the Annual Meetings 
of the three Councils.  The Chairperson and, in his or her absence, the Vice-
Chairperson shall have a casting vote. 

 
4.2 The non-voting co-opted members of the Executive Board shall not act in the role of 

either the Chairperson or the Vice-Chairperson of the Executive Board.  
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5. Quorum 
 

5.1 The quorum for meetings of the Executive Board will be three voting members. 
 
5.2 If there is no quorum at the published start time for the meeting, a period of ten 

minutes will be allowed, or longer, at the Chairperson’s discretion.  If there remains 
no quorum at the expiry of this period, the meeting will be declared null and void. 

 
5.3 If there is no quorum at any stage during a meeting, the Chairperson will adjourn 

the meeting for a period of ten minutes, or longer, at their discretion.  If there 
remains no quorum at the expiry of this period, the meeting will be closed and the 
remaining items will be declared null and void. 

 

6. Member Conduct 
 
6.1 Executive Board members appointed by the three councils shall be bound by the 

Code of Conduct of their nominating authority.  Board members nominated by the 
Business Board and the University of Cambridge will be bound by the Code of 
Conduct of the council providing democratic services support to the GCP.  

 

6.2 If a member persistently disregards the ruling of the Chairperson, or person 
presiding over the meeting, by behaving improperly or offensively or deliberately 
obstructs business, the Chairperson, or person presiding over  the meeting, may 
move that the member be not heard further.  If seconded, a vote will be taken 
without discussion. 

 
6.3 If the member continues to behave improperly after such a motion is carried, the 

Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, may move that either the 
member leaves the meeting or that the meeting is adjourned for a specified period.  
If seconded, a vote will be taken without discussion. 

 

7. Notice of and Summons to Meetings 
 

7.1 Notice will be given to the public of the time and place of any meeting of the 
Executive Board in accordance with the Access to Information rules of the council 
providing democratic services support to the GCP.   

 
7.2 At least five clear working days before a meeting, a copy of the agenda and 

associated papers will be sent to every member of the Executive Board.  Other than 
in exceptional circumstances this will take place five working days before the 
deadline for submission of public questions.  The agenda will give the date, time 
and place of each meeting and specify the business to be transacted, and will be 
accompanied by such details as are available. 

 

8. Meeting Frequency 
 

8.1 The Executive Board will meet on at least a quarterly basis, with one of those 
meetings acting as the annual meeting. 
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9. Voting 
 

9.1 Executive Board members commit to seek, where possible, to operate on the basis 
of consensus. 

 
9.2 Should it not be possible in a specific instance to find a consensus, the issue will be 

deferred to a later meeting of the Executive Board.  Executive Board members can 
choose to simply re-submit the item to a following meeting, or to refer the item to 
the Joint Assembly for consideration and recommendation.  Following this, a vote 
will be again taken and, if a consensus is still not achievable, the decision will be 
made on the basis of a simple majority. 

 
9.3 The voting members of the Executive Board will act with due regard to the opinions 

of the non-voting members of the Board. 
 

10. Reports from the Joint Assembly 
 

10.1 The Executive Board will receive reports and recommendations from the Joint 
Assembly as appropriate and the Chairperson of the Joint Assembly, or a 
nominated representative on his or her behalf, will be entitled to attend meetings of 
the Executive Board to present them. 

 

11. Questions by the Public and Public Speaking 
 

11.1 At the discretion of the Chairperson, members of the public may ask questions at 
meetings of the Executive Board.  This standard protocol is to be observed by 
public speakers: 

 
(a) Notice of the question should be submitted to the GCP ‘Public Questions’ 

inbox by 10am at least three working days before the meeting; 
 

(b) Questions should be limited to a maximum of 300 words; 
 

(c) Questioners will not be permitted to raise the competence or performance of 
a member, officer or representative of any partner on the Executive Board, 
nor any matter involving exempt information (normally considered as 
‘confidential’); 

 
(d) Questioners cannot make any abusive or defamatory comments; 

 
(e) If any clarification of what the questioner has said is required, the 

Chairperson will have the discretion to allow other Executive Board members 
to ask questions; 

 
(f) The questioner will not be permitted to participate in any subsequent 

discussion and will not be entitled to vote; 
 

(g) The Chairperson will decide when and what time will be set aside for 
questions depending on the amount of business on the agenda for the 
meeting;   
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(h) Individual questioners will be permitted to speak for a maximum of three 

minutes; 
 

(i) In the event of questions considered by the Chairperson as duplicating one 
another, it may be necessary for a spokesperson to be nominated to put 
forward the question on behalf of other questioners.  If a spokesperson 
cannot be nominated or agreed, the questioner of the first such question 
received will be entitled to put forward their question; and 

 
(j) Questions should relate to items that are on the agenda for discussion at the 

meeting in question.  The Chairperson will have the discretion to allow 
questions to be asked on other issues. 

 

12. Petitions 
 

12.1 Petitions received in relation to the Greater Cambridge Partnership will be referred 
to the Joint Assembly for consideration.  Any matters arising from petitions 
considered by the Joint Assembly can be reported to the Executive Board, as per 
Standing Order 10. 

 

13. Participation at Executive Board Meetings by Other Members of Partner 
Councils or Other Representatives of Partner Bodies 

 

13.1 At the discretion of the Chairperson, other elected members of the three partner 
Councils or other representatives from the Business Board or the University of 
Cambridge may be entitled to speak and participate at meetings of the Executive 
Board. 

 

14. Minutes 
 

14.1 The Chairperson will sign the minutes of the proceedings at the next suitable 
meeting.  The Chairperson will move that the minutes of the previous meeting be 
signed as a correct record.   

 
14.2 The minutes will be accompanied by a list of agreed action points, which may be 

discussed in considering the minutes of the previous meeting should they not be 
specifically listed as items on the agenda for the meeting. 

 

15. Exclusion of the Public and Press 

 

15.1 Members of the public and press may be excluded from meetings in accordance 
with the access to information rules of legislation as applied by the administering 
authority with regard to the consideration of exempt or confidential information. 

 

16. Recording of Proceedings 

 
16.1 The recording in any format of meetings of the Executive Board is permitted, 

except: 
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- Where the Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, rules that filming 

is being undertaken in such a way that is disruptive or distracting to the good 
order and conduct of the meeting; 

- Where the public have been excluded from the meeting during the consideration 
of exempt or confidential information [see section 15].  

 

17. Disturbance by Public  
 
17.1 If a member of the public interrupts proceedings, the Chairperson, or person 

presiding over the meeting, will warn the person concerned.  If the individual 
continues to interrupt, the Chairperson will order his or her removal from the 
meeting room. 

 
17.2 If there is a general disturbance in any part of the meeting room open to the public, 

the Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, may call for that part of the 
room to be cleared. 

 
17.3 If there is a general disturbance making orderly business impossible, the 

Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, may adjourn the meeting for as 
long as he or she thinks is necessary.   

 

18. Interpretation of Standing Orders 
 

18.1 The ruling of the Chairperson of the Executive Board as to the application of these 
Standing Orders shall be final. 

 

19. Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
19.1 Any of these Standing Orders may, as far as is lawful, be suspended by motion 

passed unanimously by those entitled to vote. 
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Appendix 2 

 

Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly (Terms of 
Reference) 
 

1. Parties 
 

Cambridge City Council. 
Cambridgeshire County Council. 
South Cambridgeshire District Council. 
The Business Board of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority 
[the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) for the region – hereafter referred to as the 
‘Business Board’]. 
The University of Cambridge. 

 

2. Status 
 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) Joint Assembly has been established 
by Cambridge City Council, Cambridgeshire County Council and South 
Cambridgeshire District Council.  It is a joint advisory committee of the three 
Councils, established under section 102(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972. 

 

3. Membership 
 

3.1 Three elected members appointed by each of the three member councils. 
Three co-opted members nominated by the Business Board.  
Three co-opted members nominated by the University of Cambridge. 

 

4. Functions of the Joint Assembly 
 

4.1 The Joint Assembly is established to advise the GCP with regard to the latter’s role 
in achieving the objectives of the Greater Cambridge City Deal Agreement dated 
19th June 2014.  

 
4.2 The Joint Assembly will act as a forum for discussion with a wider range of 

members and stakeholders across the Greater Cambridge area, so that the 
Executive Board benefits from a wider range of expertise in making its decisions.   

 
4.3 To this end, the Joint Assembly may receive and comment on (“pre-scrutinise”) 

reports to the Executive Board, may offer advice to the Board on the discharge of 
its functions and may review its work.  

 
4.4 The Joint Assembly may develop its own work programme and submit reports or 

recommendations to the Executive Board for consideration, as appropriate. 
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5. Professional and Administrative Support 
 

5.1 Committee management and administrative support to the Joint Assembly will be 
provided by one of the constituent councils [Cambridgeshire County Council from 
May 2019].  

 
5.2 Other professional support will be provided to the Joint Assembly on an ad hoc 

basis as agreed between the three councils.  
 

6. Standing Orders 
 

 The Joint Assembly will be governed by the Standing Orders set out in Annex A 
attached to these Terms of Reference. 

 
7. Costs 
 

 The three councils, the Business Board and the University of Cambridge will each 
bear its own costs in relation to the operation of the Joint Assembly. 
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Appendix 2 – Annex A 
 

Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly (Standing Orders)  
 

1. Membership 
 
1.1 The Joint Assembly will have a membership of 15, with each council being entitled 

to appoint three members and the Business Board and the University of Cambridge 
both being entitled to nominate three co-opted members. 

 
1.2 The appointments made by the three councils will take account of the political 

composition of the Greater Cambridge area.  Appointments by Cambridge City 
Council and South Cambridgeshire District Council will therefore be proportional to 
the political composition of the respective authority, whereas appointments by 
Cambridgeshire County Council will be proportional to those electoral divisions that 
fall within the Greater Cambridge area. 

 
1.3 Members nominated by the Business Board and the University of Cambridge will 

become co-opted members on endorsement by the Executive Board. 
 

2. Alternate or Substitute Members 
 

2.1 No alternate or substitute members will be permitted on the Joint Assembly. 
 

3. Term of Office 
 
3.1 The term of office of members from the three councils shall end: 
 

- if rescinded by the appointing council; or 
- if the member ceases to be a member of the appointing council. 

 
3.2 The Business Board and University of Cambridge may at any time ask the Joint 

Assembly to replace any of their nominated co-opted members by way of further 
nomination.  

 

4. Appointment of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 
 
4.1 The Joint Assembly will appoint a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson at its first 

meeting and thereafter annually at the first meeting following the Annual Meetings 
of the three Councils.  The Chairperson and, in his or her absence, the Vice-
Chairperson will have a casting vote. 

 
4.2 Where there are three or more candidates for appointment and there is, after 

balloting, no candidate with a clear majority, meaning in this case the votes of more 
than 50% of members present and voting, the candidate with the least number of 
votes will withdraw and there will be a fresh ballot of remaining candidates; and so 
on until a candidate has that majority.   
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5. Quorum 
 

5.1 The quorum for meetings of the Joint Assembly will be five members. 
 
5.2 If there is no quorum at the published start time for the meeting, a period of ten 

minutes will be allowed, or longer, at the Chairperson’s discretion.  In the absence 
of the Chairperson the Vice-Chairperson will have discretion to act.  If there remains 
no quorum at the expiry of this period, the meeting will be declared null and void. 

 
5.3 If there is no quorum at any stage during a meeting, the person presiding over the 

meeting will adjourn for a period of ten minutes, or longer, at their discretion.  If 
there remains no quorum at the expiry of this period, the meeting will be closed and 
the remaining items will be declared null and void. 

 

6. Member Conduct 
 
6.1 Joint Assembly members appointed by the three councils shall be bound by the 

Code of Conduct of their nominating authority.  Assembly co-opted members 
nominated by the Business Board and the University of Cambridge will have regard 
to the Code of Conduct of the council providing democratic services support to the 
GCP.  

 

6.2 If a member persistently disregards the ruling of the Chairperson, or person 
presiding over the meeting, by behaving improperly or offensively or deliberately 
obstructs business, the Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, may 
move that the member be not heard further.  If seconded, a vote will be taken 
without discussion. 

 
6.3 If the member continues to behave improperly after such a motion is carried, the 

Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, may move that either the 
member leaves the meeting or that the meeting is adjourned for a specified period.  
If seconded, a vote will be taken without discussion. 

 

7. Notice of and Summons to Meetings 
 

7.1 Notice will be given to the public of the time and place of any meeting of the Joint 
Assembly in accordance with the access to information rules of the Council 
providing democratic services support to the GCP. 

 
7.2 At least five clear working days before a meeting, a copy of the agenda and 

associated papers will be sent to every member of the Joint Assembly.  Other than 
in exceptional circumstances this will take place five working days before the 
deadline for submission of public questions.  The agenda will give the date, time 
and place of each meeting; specify the business to be transacted, and will be 
accompanied by such details as are available. 

 

8. Meeting Frequency 
 

 The Joint Assembly may set its own timetable for meetings but will initially meet 
quarterly, normally on a date preceding meetings of the Executive Board in order to 
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allow the Joint Assembly to consider issues the Board will be taking decisions on 
and advise accordingly. 

 

9. Voting 
 

9.1 All Joint Assembly members will be voting members. 
 
9.2 Voting for meetings of the Joint Assembly will be conducted on the basis of a 

simple majority. 
 

10. Reports from the Joint Assembly to the Executive Board 
 

10.1  The Chairperson of the Joint Assembly, or a nominated representative on his or her 
behalf, will be entitled to attend meetings of the Executive Board to present reports 
from the Joint Assembly as appropriate. 

 

11. Questions by the Public and Public speaking 
 

11.1 At the discretion of the Chairperson, members of the public may ask questions at 
meetings of the Joint Assembly.  This standard protocol is to be observed by public 
speakers: 

 
(a) Notice of the question should be submitted to the GCP ‘Public Questions’ 

inbox at the latest by 10am three working days before the meeting; 
 

(b) Questions should be limited to a maximum of 300 words; 
 

(c) Questioners will not be permitted to raise the competence or performance of 
a member, officer or representative of any partner on the Joint Assembly, nor 
any matter involving exempt information (normally considered as 
‘confidential’); 

 
(d) Questioners cannot make any abusive or defamatory comments; 

 
(e) If any clarification of what the questioner has said is required, the 

Chairperson will have the discretion to allow other Joint Assembly members 
to ask questions; 

 
(f) The questioner will not be permitted to participate in any subsequent 

discussion and will not be entitled to vote; 
 

(g) The Chairperson will decide when and what time will be set aside for 
questions depending on the amount of business on the agenda for the 
meeting;   

 
(h) Individual questioners will be permitted to speak for a maximum of three 

minutes; 
 

(i) In the event of questions considered by the Chairperson as duplicating one 
another, it may be necessary for a spokesperson to be nominated to put 
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forward the question on behalf of other questioners.  If a spokesperson 
cannot be nominated or agreed, the questioner of the first such question 
received will be entitled to put forward their question; and 

 
(j) Questions should relate to items that are on the agenda for discussion at the 

meeting in question.  The Chairperson will have discretion to allow questions 
to be asked on other issues. 

 

12. Petitions 
 

12.1 At the discretion of the Chairperson, members of the public may submit and present 
petitions to the Joint Assembly.  This standard protocol is to be observed by 
petitioners: 

 
(a) Petitions should include a clear statement of the petition organiser’s 

concerns and what they would like the Joint Assembly to do; 
 
(b) Petitions must relate to something which is within the responsibility of the 

Joint Assembly, or over which the Assembly has some influence; 
 

 
(c) Petitions must include the name and contact details of the petition organiser; 
 
(d) Petitions must include at least 500 signatures.  Petitions below this threshold 

will not be presented to the Joint Assembly, but Assembly members will be 
notified of them as long as they contain at least 50 signatures; 

 
(e) Petitions must be submitted to the Democratic Services Team at the County 

Council (as the administering authority) either in paper format or using its e-
petitions facility at least 5 clear working days before the date of the meeting; 

 
(f) Petition organisers will be permitted to present their petitions to the meeting 

and will be allowed to address the meeting for a maximum of three minutes; 
 

(g) Where more than one petition is received in time for a particular meeting and 
they are considered by the Chairperson as supporting the same outcome or 
being broadly similar in intent, it may be necessary for a spokesperson to be 
nominated and present the petitions.  If a spokesperson cannot be 
nominated or agreed, the petition organiser of the first petition received will 
be entitled to present their petition; and 

 
(h) Petitions will be rejected if the Chairperson considers them to be abusive or 

libellous, frivolous, vague or ambiguous, rude, offensive, defamatory, 
scurrilous or time-wasting or require the disclosure of exempt information 
(normally considered as ‘confidential’). 

 

12.2 Any matters arising from petitions considered by the Joint Assembly can be 
reported to the Executive Board as per Standing Order 10. 
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13. Participation at Joint Assembly Meetings by Other Members of Partner 
Councils or Other Representatives of Partner Bodies 

 

13.1 At the discretion of the Chairperson, other elected members of the three partner 
councils or other representatives from the Business Board or the University of 
Cambridge may be entitled to speak and participate at meetings of the Joint 
Assembly. 

 

14. Minutes 
 

14.1 The Chairperson will sign the minutes of the proceedings at the next suitable 
meeting.  The Chairperson will move that the minutes of the previous meeting be 
signed as a correct record.  The only part of the minutes that can be discussed is 
their accuracy.  

 
14.2 The minutes will be accompanied by a list of agreed action points, which may be 

discussed in considering the minutes of the previous meeting should they not be 
specifically listed as items on the agenda for the meeting. 

 

15. Exclusion of the Public and Press 
 

15.1 Members of the public and press may be excluded from meetings in accordance 
with the Access to Information legislation as applied by the administering authority 
with regard to the consideration of exempt or confidential information. 

 

16. Recording of Proceedings 
 
16.1  The recording in any format of meetings of the Joint Assembly is permitted, except: 
 

- Where the Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, rules that filming 
is being undertaken in such a way that is disruptive or distracting to the good 
order and conduct of the meeting; and/or 

- Where the public have been excluded from the meeting during the consideration 
of exempt or confidential information [see section 15].  

 

17. Disturbance by the Public  
 
17.1 If a member of the public interrupts proceedings, the Chairperson, or person 

presiding over the meeting, will warn the person concerned.  If the individual 
continues to interrupt, the Chairperson will order his or her removal from the 
meeting room. 

 
17.2 If there is a general disturbance in any part of the meeting room open to the public, 

the Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, may call for that part of the 
room to be cleared. 

 
17.3 If there is a general disturbance making orderly business impossible, the 

Chairperson, or person presiding over the meeting, may adjourn the meeting for as 
long as he or she thinks is necessary.   
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18. Interpretation of Standing Orders 
 

18.1  The ruling of the Chairperson of the Joint Assembly as to the application of these 
Standing Orders shall be final. 

 

19. Suspension of Standing Orders 
 
19.1 Any of these Standing Orders may, as far as is lawful, be suspended by motion 

passed unanimously by those entitled to vote. 
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B. Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Panel 
 

 

The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 introduced significant changes in 
police governance and accountability, in particular replacing the Police Authorities with 
directly elected Police and Crime Commissioners (Commissioners). 
  
The Act also requires the local authorities in each police force area to establish a police 
and crime panel (panel), as a joint committee, primarily to scrutinise the commissioner. 
The Act also prescribes many of the arrangements with regard to the panel and the way in 
which it conducts its business. 
  
Peterborough City Council is the host authority for the Cambridgeshire Police and Crime 
Panel.  The Panel’s membership and procedures, as well as its terms of reference, can be 
viewed on the Peterborough City Council website.  
 

Terms of Reference 
 
1) To review and make a report or recommendation on the draft police and crime plan, 

or draft variation, given to the panel by the Police and Crime Commissioner. 
 

2) To review, put questions to the Police and Crime Commissioner at a public meeting, 
and make a report or recommendation (as necessary) on the annual report. 
 

3) To hold a confirmation hearing and review, make a report, and recommendation (as 
necessary) in respect of proposed senior appointments made by the Police and 
Crime Commissioner. 
 

4) To review and make a report on the proposed appointment of the Chief Constable. 
 

5) To review and make a report and recommendation (as necessary) on the proposed 
precept. 
 

6) To review or scrutinise decisions made, or other action taken, by the Police and 
Crime Commissioner in connection with the discharge of the commissioner’s 
functions. 
 

7) To make reports or recommendations to the Police and Crime Commissioner with 
respect to the discharge of the commissioner’s functions. 
 

8) To support the effective exercise of the functions of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 
 

9) To fulfil functions in relation to complaints about conduct matters, in accordance with 
the responsibilities accorded to the panel by the Police Reform and Social 
Responsibility Act 2011. 
 

10) To appoint an Acting Police and Crime Commissioner if necessary. 
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11) To suspend the Police and Crime Commissioner if it appears to the panel that the 
Commissioner has been charged in the United Kingdom or Isle of Man with an 
offence which carries a maximum term of imprisonment exceeding two years. 
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C. LGPS ACCESS Joint Committee 
 

1. Parties 

 

• Cambridgeshire County Council 

• East Sussex County Council 

• Essex County Council 

• Hampshire County Council 

• Hertfordshire County Council 

• Isle of Wight Council 

• Kent County Council 

• Norfolk County Council 

• West Northamptonshire Council 

• Suffolk County Council 

• West Sussex County Council 
 

2. Status 
 

In order to ensure there is robust oversight of the joint pension fund investment 
pool, an Inter Authority Agreement has been entered into, with formal decision 
making responsibility exercised via a joint committee established under s.102 of the 
Local Government Act 1972.  

 

3. Membership 
 

One councillor from each of the eleven participating authorities.  Each council’s 
nominee must be an elected councillor and must be a serving member of the 
authority’s Pensions Committee throughout the time of their appointment.  They 
need not, however, be a member of the nominating council (i.e. they could be a 
member of another employing authority co-opted onto the pensions committee).  
Named substitutes shall be permitted.  

 

4 .  Functions of the Joint Committee 
 

Part 1 Functions in relation to the Operator 

1. Specifying Operator services: Deciding, in consultation with the councils, 
the specification of services and functions that the Operator will be 
required to deliver including the sub-funds and classes of investments 
required to enable each council to execute its investment strategy. 

2. Procuring the Operator:  Agreeing the method and process for the 
procurement and selection of the Operator. 

3. Appointing the Operator: Making a recommendation to the councils as to 
the identity of the Operator and the terms upon which the Operator is to be 
appointed. 
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4. Reviewing the Performance of the Operator:  Keeping the performance of 
the Operator under constant review and making arrangements to ensure 
that the Joint Committee is provided with regular and sufficient reports 
from the Officer Working Group to enable it to do so including but not 
limited to: 

4.1 the performance of the Operator against its contractual requirements 
and any other performance measures such as any Service Level 
Agreement (SLA) and key performance indicators (KPIs) and Officer 
Working Group recommendations on any remedial action; 

4.2 sub-fund investment performance; 

4.3 investment and operational costs including the annual review of 
investment manager costs; 

4.4 Performance against the strategic business plan agreed by the 
councils. 

5. Managing the Operator: The Joint Committee shall: 

5.1.1 Make recommendations to the councils on the termination or 
extension of the Operator Contract and  

5.1.2 Make decisions about any other action to be taken to manage 
the Operator Contract including the giving of any instruction or the 
making of any recommendation to the Operator including but not 
restricted to recommendations on investment managers (within 
any regulatory constraints that may apply). 

6. Appointment of Advisers 

6.1.1 The Joint Committee may appoint such professional advisers on 
such terms as it thinks fit. Any procurement of advisers must 
comply with the constitution of the Authority designated to 
undertake the procurement and that Authority will enter into a 
contract with the appointed adviser on behalf of the Authorities. 

6.1.2 The Joint Committee shall decide which tasks shall be performed 
by the Client Unit and which Council shall manage the Client Unit 
including the employment arrangements for employees in the 
Client Unit. 

Part 2 Functions in relation to management of Pool Assets 

7. The Joint Committee shall make recommendations to the councils on the 
strategic plan for transition of assets that are to become Pool Assets.  
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Part 3 Functions Concerning Pool Aligned Assets 

8. Making recommendations to the councils about Pool Aligned Assets 
(including proposals concerning the migration of investments-such as 
passive investments via life fund policies-to become Pool Aligned Assets) 
in accordance with the IAA or any other delegation to the Joint Committee 
by the councils. 

Part 4 Functions concerning Business Planning and Budget 

9. Make recommendations to the councils about the annual strategic 
business plan for the Pool. 

10. Determine the budget necessary to implement that plan and meet the 
expenses of undertaking the Specified Functions (insofar as they will not 
be met by individual transaction costs paid by councils to the Operator) in 
accordance with Schedule 5 of the IAA. 

11.  Keep the structures created by the IAA under review from time to time and 
make recommendations to the councils about: 

11.1 the future of the Pool; 

11.2 any changes to the IAA; and 

11.3 as to the respective merits of continuing to procure operator 
services by means of a third party or by creation of an operator 
owned by the Councils. 

12. The Joint Committee is required to commence the first review of the IAA 
by the second anniversary of its first meeting. 

13. The Joint Committee is required to undertake a review of the Pool and the 
IAA: 

13.1 to be completed 18 months before the expiry of each and every 
Operator Contract including as a result of the exercise of any 
option to terminate the Operator Contract; 

13.2 whenever a council gives notice of withdrawal under clause 12 of 
the IAA. 

5. Standing Orders of the Joint Committee 
 

Part 1 Membership 
 

1. The Joint Committee shall consist of one elected councillor appointed by 
each council.  The member so appointed must, at the time of the 
appointment, be an elected councillor serving as a member of the 
Committee of a council which discharges the functions of that council as 
pension administering authority. 
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2. Each council may appoint a substitute.  Any substitute must meet the 
eligibility requirements in paragraph 1.  The substitute may attend any 
meeting of the Joint Committee or any of its sub-committees in place of 
that authority’s principal member if notice that the substitute will attend is 
given to the Secretary of the Joint Committee by the council concerned. 

3. Where a substitution notice is in effect with respect to a particular member 
at a particular meeting, the substitute shall be a full member of the Joint 
Committee for the duration of the meeting in place of the principal 
member. 

4. Each council may remove its appointed member and appoint a different 
member by giving written notice to the secretary to the Joint Committee. 

5. Each appointed member shall be entitled to remain on the Joint 
Committee for so long as the council appointing them so wishes, but shall 
cease to be a member if he or she ceases to meet the eligibility criteria in 
paragraph 1l or if that council removes the appointed member. 

6. Any casual vacancies will be filled as soon as reasonably practicable by 
the Council from which such vacancy arises by giving written notice to the 
Secretary to the Joint Committee or his or her nominee. 

7. The Joint Committee may co-opt any other person whom it thinks fit to be 
a non-voting member of the committee.  The Joint Committee may from 
time to time make rules as to: 

7.1  Registration and declaration of interests by co-opted members. 

7.2  Standards of behaviour required to be observed by co-opted 
members when acting as such. 

8. The Chair of the Joint Committee will be appointed from time to time by 
the members of the Joint Committee.  Subject to paragraph 5, the Chair of 
the Joint Committee shall hold that office until their replacement is 
appointed which shall be at the first meeting to take place after the second 
anniversary of their appointment. 

9. The Vice-Chair of the Joint Committee will be appointed from time to time 
by the members of the Joint Committee.  Subject to paragraph 5, the Vice-
Chair of the Joint Committee shall hold that office until their replacement is 
appointed which shall be at the first meeting to take place after the second 
anniversary of their appointment. 

10. The Joint Committee may appoint sub-committees from among its 
membership as it thinks will help it to enable it to fulfil its remit.  The Joint 
Committee may delegate its responsibilities to such sub-committees.  Sub-
Committees may co-opt non-voting members. 

11. The Joint Committee may set up working groups to advise it on matters 
within it remit. Such working groups may be formed of members or officers 
of the constituent authorities or any other third party as the Joint 
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Committee sees fit.  Such working groups are advisory only and the Joint 
Committee may not delegate its responsibilities to such working groups. 

12. Each member of the Joint Committee and any Sub-committee shall 
comply with any relevant code of conduct of their council when acting as a 
member of the Joint Committee. 

13. The Chair may direct the Secretary to call a meeting and may require any 
item of business to be included in the summons. 

14. Any five members of the Joint Committee may by notice in writing require 
the Chair to call a meeting to consider a particular item of business and if 
the Chair fails to do so within 20 working days of receipt of the notice then 
those five members may direct the secretary to call a meeting to consider 
that business. 

15. The Committee may, if the law permits, arrange for attendance at 
meetings via video conferencing.  Any such attendance shall be in 
accordance with the law and any other requirements imposed by the Joint 
Committee from time to time. 

Part 2 Proceedings 
 

16. Time and Place of Meetings 
 

The Joint Committee will meet at least four times each year.  All meetings 
of the Joint Committee will take place at a suitable venue and at a time to 
be agreed by the councils. 

17. Notice of and Summons to Meetings 
 

The secretary to the Joint Committee will give notice to the public of the 
time and place of any meeting in accordance with Part VA of the Local 
Government Act 1972.  At least five clear days before a meeting, the 
secretary to the Joint Committee will send a summons by email and if a 
member so requests by post to every Member at their last known address.  
The summons will give the date, time and place of each meeting and 
specify the business to be transacted, and will be accompanied by such 
reports as are available. 

18. Chairing of Joint Committee 
 

The Vice-Chair shall preside in the absence of the Chair.  If there is a 
quorum of members present but neither the Chair nor the Vice-Chair is 
present at a meeting of the Joint Committee, the other members of the 
Joint Committee shall choose one of the members of the Joint Committee 
to preside at the meeting. 
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19. Quorum 
 

19.1 The quorum of a meeting will be at least eight members who are entitled 
to attend and vote. 

19.2 If there is no quorum present at the start of the meeting the meeting may 
not commence.  If after one hour from the time specified for the start of the 
meeting no quorum is present then the meeting shall stand adjourned to 
another time and date determined by the secretary. 

20. Voting 
 

20.1 Majority 
 

Each elected member shall have one vote. Co-opted members will not 
have a vote. Any matter will be decided by a simple majority of those 
members of the councils represented in the room at the time the question 
is put.  In the event of equality of votes the person presiding at the meeting 
will be entitled to a casting vote under paragraphs 39(1) and 44 of 
Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972. 

20.2 Substitutes 
 

The member appointed as a substitute shall have the same voting rights 
as the member for whom he or she is substituting.  Where notice of 
substitution has been given for a particular meeting the principal member 
may not vote unless the notice of substitution is withdrawn before the start 
of the meeting.  

20.3 Show of hands 
 

The Chair will take the vote by show of hands, or if there is no dissent, by 
the affirmation of the meeting. 

20.4 Recording of individual votes 
 

The minutes of the meeting shall record how a member of the Committee 
voted on a particular question if, at the time that the vote is taken or 
immediately thereafter, that member asks the secretary or his or her 
representative at the meeting to record his vote. 

21. Minutes 
 

21.1 The secretary to the Joint Committee shall arrange for written minutes to 
be taken at each meeting of the Joint Committee and shall present them to 
the Joint Committee at its next meeting for approval as a correct record.  
At the next meeting of the Joint Committee, the Chair shall move that the 
minutes of the previous meeting be signed as a correct record. If this is 
agreed, the Chair of the Joint Committee shall sign the minutes.  The only 
part of the minutes that can be discussed is their accuracy. 
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21.2 Draft minutes or a summary of the decisions taken at the meeting and a 
note of the actions arising shall be circulated to the Committee and to 
each council by email no later than 7 days after the date of the meeting. 

22. Any elected member of the councils who is not a member of the Joint 
Committee may speak at a meeting of the Joint Committee if the Chair of 
the Joint Committee invites him or her to do so but an elected member of 
the councils who is not a member of the Joint Committee shall not be 
entitled to vote at a meeting of the Joint Committee. 

23. Meetings of the Joint Committee shall be open for members of the public 
to attend unless the Joint Committee determines that it is necessary to 
exclude members of the public in accordance with Part VA of the Local 
Government Act 1972 or the Joint Committee determines that it is 
necessary to close the meeting to the public because of a disturbance. 

23.1 Copies of the agenda for meetings of the Joint Committee and any reports 
for its meetings shall be open to inspection by members of the public at 
the offices of the Councils with the exception of any report which the 
Secretary to the Joint Committee determines relates to items which in his 
or her opinion are likely to be considered at a time when the meeting is not 
to be open to the public. 

24. Minutes of the meeting shall be published by the Host Authority to the 
extent required by Part VA of the Local Government Act 1972. 

25. If a member of the public interrupts proceedings, the Chair will warn the 
person concerned.  If they continue to interrupt, the Chair will arrange for 
their removal from the meeting room and will suspend the meeting until 
the member of the public has left or been removed. 

26. If there is a general disturbance in any part of the meeting room open to 
the public, the Chair may call for that part to be cleared. 

27. Overview and Scrutiny 
 

27.1 Each council has overview and scrutiny committees which have the right 
to scrutinise the operation of the Joint Committee and the Joint Committee 
and the Host Authority will co-operate with reasonable requests for 
information from any of the councils’ overview and scrutiny committees. 

27.2 The decisions of the Joint Committee are not subject to call-in. 

28. Regulation of Business 
 
28.1 Any ruling given by the Chair as to the interpretation of the standing orders 

with respect to the regulation of proceedings at meeting shall be final. 

28.2 Subject to the law, the provisions of the standing orders and the terms of 
any contract, the Joint Committee may decide how it discharges its 
business. 
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Part 3D – Scheme of Delegation to Officers 
 
 

1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This section describes the extent and nature of the authority delegated to officers to 

undertake functions on behalf of Cambridgeshire County Council. The delegations 
are made by either the Full Council or one of its committees.   

 

2. General Principles 
 
2.1 The Chief Executive and the chief officers, where they consider it necessary and 

expedient, may authorise officers within their respective service directorates to 
undertake functions on their behalf.  If such authorisations are made, the relevant 
chief officer shall prepare and maintain a written schedule of authorisations to be 
available for inspection by the Monitoring Officer and published on the Council’s 
website. 

 
2.2 Where an officer listed in this Scheme of Delegation is absent for any period, the 

Chief Executive may nominate in writing another officer to act in their place during 
their absence and shall make a record of all such nominations. 

 
2.3 The chair of the relevant committee may request an officer not to exercise their 

delegated power in any particular case and, if so, a report will be taken to the next 
available meeting of this committee for consideration. 

 
2.4 Chief officers shall agree with the chair and vice-chair of the relevant committee the 

nature and level of information the committee requires regarding the exercise of 
officers’ delegated powers. 

 
2.5 Chief officers shall exercise their delegated powers in accordance with any 

requirements of the Chief Executive. 
 

3. General Delegation 
 
3.1 The Chief Executive and chief officers/directors are authorised to discharge all the 

functions of the authority within their areas of responsibility as defined below and 
subject to the General Conditions and Limitations set out below.  

 

4. Conditions Relating to the Exercise of Delegated Authority 
 

4.1 The exercise of functions delegated to officers under this scheme must comply with: 
 

(a) Any legal requirement or restriction; 
 

(b) Any relevant provision in the Council’s Constitution; 
 

(c) The Council's policy framework and any other plans and strategies approved 
by the Council; 
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(d) The relevant in-year budget; 
 

(e) The Officers’ Code of Conduct; 
 

(f) The Council’s Financial and Contract Procedure Rules; 
 

(g) The requirements of the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 
2014 and any supporting guidance; and 
 

(h) All other relevant policies, procedures, protocols and provisions. 
 

5.     Limitations to the Exercise of Delegated Powers 
 

5.1 Officers in the exercise of functions delegated by this scheme may not: 
 

(a) Make key decisions as defined in the relevant Council's Constitution unless it 
is specifically delegated to the officer.  An officer making a key decision 
specifically delegated to them shall first consult with the chair and vice-chair 
of the relevant committee before exercising such delegation. 
 

(b) Change or contravene policies or strategies approved by the Council or its 
committees or joint committees in the absence of specific delegated authority 
to do so. 

 
(c) Create or approve new policies or strategies, in the absence of specific 

delegated authority to do so. 
 

(d) Take decisions to withdraw public services, in the absence of specific 
delegated authority to do so. 

 
(e) Take decisions to significantly modify public services without consulting the 

appropriate committee chair and vice-chair before exercising the delegated 
power. 

 

6. Consultation 
 

6.1 Where an officer takes a decision under delegated authority on a matter which has 
significant policy, service or operational implications or is known to be politically 
sensitive, the officer shall first consult with the appropriate committee chair and 
vice-chair before exercising the delegated powers. In either Member’s absence, 
consultation with either the chair or vice chair will be sufficient. 

 
6.2 If the committee chair and vice-chair do not agree with the proposed officer 

decision, the decision will be taken to the next meeting of the committee for 
consideration. 

 
6.3 When exercising delegated powers, officers shall ensure that local members are 

kept informed of matters affecting their divisions. 
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6.4 If consultation involves a local member who does not agree with the proposed 
officer decision, the officer taking the decision will then consult the chair of the 
relevant committee to see if agreement can be reached. If agreement cannot be 
reached, the decision will be taken to the next meeting of the committee for 
consideration. 

 

7. Specific Delegations  
 

7.1     Chief Executive 
 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(a)  To act as Head of Paid Service for the purposes of the Local 
Government and Housing Act 1989. 
 

 

(b)  To exercise in cases of urgency, those functions delegated to 
the executive directors, service directors, assistant directors 
or heads of service and in cases of emergency all powers of 
the Council. 
 

 

(c)  To act as controller in war and to exercise all the powers of 
local government in the event of circumstances arising in 
which the County Council, or the committee to which 
emergency powers have been delegated, is unable to act. 
 

 

(d)  To take all operational decisions necessary to secure the 
provision of services and/or the discharge of statutory 
functions, including the power to enter into contracts, in 
accordance with approved policies and financial regulations 
across the County Council. 
 

 

(e)  In accordance with the procedure for taking urgent decisions 
contained in Part 4.4(a) of the Constitution, to make any 
decision normally reserved to committee or another officer. 
 

 

(f)  To hold to account executive directors for the performance of 
their directorates. 
 

 

(g)  To place items of business on agendas for formal member 
meetings. 
 

 

(h)  To approve pay, terms and conditions of service and training 
of employees, except for approving the annual Senior Officer 
Pay Policy Statement which is reserved to the Full Council. 
 

 

(i)  To determine the number, grade, title and nature of staff 
employed within the County Council. 
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(j)  To take all operational decisions necessary to secure 
provision of services and discharge of statutory functions, 
including the power to enter into contracts in relation to the 
Chief Executive’s support team, including support for Lord 
Lieutenant, Chair and Vice-Chair of Council. 
 

In accordance 
with the 
approved 
policies and 
the Financial 
Procedure 
Rules 
 

(k)  To ensure compliance with statutory requirements relating to 
complaints made to the Council about its public health 
functions and, where necessary, action is taken in light of the 
outcome of such complaints. 
 
(Part 4, Regulation 22(1)(a), The NHS Bodies and Local 
Authorities (Partnership Arrangements, Care Trusts, Public 
Health and Local Healthwatch) Regulations 2012) 
 

 

(l)  To approve nominations to outside bodies, in consultation 
with Group Leaders, except where appointment to those 
bodies has been delegated to committees. 
 

 

 

7.2 All Executive Directors and Directors including the Executive Director of 
Finance and Resources/Section 151 Officer: 

 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(a)  To make applications for planning permission in pursuance of 
Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General 
Regulations 1992. 
 

 

(b)  To incur expenditure in emergencies under Section 138 of the 
Local Government Act 1972. 
 

 

(c)  To make all staff appointments below the level of executive 
director, except for any statutory roles, and to determine the 
remuneration and conditions of service of each post within 
any guidance or instructions issued by the Assistant Director, 
HR Services. 
 

 

(d)  To dispense with any provision of the Contract Regulations, 
but only in accordance with the detailed requirements for 
exemptions set out in the Procurement Rules and/or Scheme 
of Financial Management up to a fixed sum (A7 below) or up 
to the EU threshold, and in consultation with the relevant 
committee chair and vice-chair. 
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(e)  To approve, with the agreement of the Section 151 Officer, 
new revenue or capital schemes by Trading Units at no net 
cost to the Council. 
 

 

(f)  To exercise corresponding powers and duties as already 
delegated to officers of the Council within the Scheme of 
Delegation where these or similar powers and duties are 
included in revised acts, orders or regulations. 
 

 

(g)  To take all operational decisions necessary to secure the 
provision of services and/or discharge of statutory functions, 
including the power to enter into contracts, in accordance with 
approved policies and financial regulations or the purpose of 
this Scheme of Delegation, this shall include the power to 
authorise the sealing of contract documents including plans 
and schedules in the absence of specific committee authority. 
 

 

(h)  To determine the number, grade, title and nature of staff 
within their directorate and all other terms and conditions. 
 

Subject to 
budget and in 
consultation 
with the 
Assistant 
Director of HR. 
 

(i)  To hold officers to account for the performance of their 
service areas. 
 

 

(j)  To approve nominations to outside bodies, in consultation 
with the chair of the relevant committee (or in their absence 
the vice-chair). 
 

 

 
The following table identifies the finance limits of delegated powers that Full Council

 has issued to all executive directors for specific finance-related decisions: 
 

A1 Capital virement £250,000 

A2 Revenue virement (including operational savings) £175,000 

A3 Debt write-off £5,000 

A4 Loans to other persons or organisations £5,000 

A5 Property transaction – capital value £500,000 

A6 Property transaction – annual rental £150,000 

A7 Loans and expenditure from funds £300,000 
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7.3 Executive Director of Finance and Resources / Section 151 Officer  
 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(a)  To approve any changes to the Scheme of Financial 
Management as may be necessary from time to time to reflect 
and take account of changes in legislation, guidance, Council 
policy, decisions of the Council and any drafting changes or 
improvements. This shall not include any changes of 
substance. 

In consultation 
with the Chair 
of the 
Strategy, 
Resources 
and 
Performance 
Committee.  
Not to be 
exercised if 
the Chair of 
the Strategy, 
Resources 
and 
Performance 
Committee 
objects to the 
proposed 
change. 
 

(b)  To manage trust funds on behalf of CCC. 
 

 

(c)  The treasury management function including the 
management of debt and the borrowing and investment of 
money (excluding the Superannuation Fund). 
 

 

(d)  To approve the Council’s banking facilities; arrangements for 
the signing and security of cheques, etc. 
 

 

(e)  Capital financing determinations under the Local 
Government and Housing Act 1989 where these may be 
made by an officer. 
 

 

(f)  To approve supplementary estimates of expenditure under 
Section 138 of the Local Government Act 1972 
(emergencies or disasters affecting. 
 

 

(g)  To approve any detailed schemes of local financial 
management. 
 

 

(h)  To approve the implementation of local financial systems. 
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(i)  Responsibility for the proper administration of the Pensions 
Service to safeguard the financial position of the Pension 
Fund (LGPS).  
 

Where 
possible, in 
consultation 
with the Chair 
of the Pension 
Fund 
Committee (or, 
in their 
absence, the 
Vice-Chair).  
 

(j)  To write off bad or irrecoverable debts or deficiencies 
relating to stores or property up to a maximum amount set 
out in the Council’s constitution or unlimited if the debtor is 
bankrupt/insolvent; unable to be traced; in prison and has 
no means to pay; or there is no, or uncertain liability. 
 

 

(k)  To make loans in furtherance of service objectives to other 
persons or organisations up to a maximum amount set out 
in the Council’s constitution. 
 

 

(l)  To determine requests for the Council to act as co-guarantor 
for leases held by voluntary organisations and charities. 
 
 

In consultation 
with the 
appropriate 
committee 
chair (or in 
their absence 
the vice-chair) 
 

(m) To authorise schools to plan for a deficit budget to finance 
exceptional purchases/ projects. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
Executive 
Director of 
Children, 
Education and 
Families 
 

(n)  To review and increase financial limits on an annual basis, 
taking account of inflation.  
 

Subject to 
consultation 
with the 
appropriate 
committee 
chair (or in 
their absence 
the vice-chair) 
 

(o)  To sign off grant claims. 
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(p)  To take all operational decisions necessary to secure the 
provision of services and/or discharge of statutory functions, 
including the power to enter into contracts, in relation to 
(i) Commercial Services, including: 

• Acquisitions and investment; 

• Contract management; 

• Fees; 

• Charges and trading policy; and 

• Asset strategy 
(ii) Shared Services, including: 

• Governance 

• Programme Delivery Team 
(iii) Customer Services, including: 

• The contact centre; and 

• Corporate reception sites 
(iv) Information Technology and Digital Service, including: 

• Council-wide strategy; and 

• Support for all business systems 
 

In accordance 
with the 
approved 
policies and 
the Financial 
Procedure 
Rules 

(q)  Manage the Council’s responsibilities in its capacity as lead 
authority (in conjunction with North Northamptonshire 
Council) in providing the following services to other councils 
in accordance with the Shared Services Agreement dated 
16 April 2016 made between Cambridgeshire County 
Council, North Northamptonshire Council, West 
Northamptonshire Council and Milton Keynes Council: 

(i) Insurance Services; 
(ii) Accounts Payable and Finance Helpdesk; and 
(iii) Debt and Income. 

 

 

(r)  Negotiate the Shared Services Plan required by the Shared 
Services Agreement and make recommendations to the 
councils party to that agreement as to the provision of 
financial and other resources. 
 

 

(s)  Authorise and manage delegations to other councils made 
in accordance with the Shared Services Agreement, 
including: 

(i) Internal Audit and Risk Management; 
(ii) Business Systems; 
(iii) Performance and Governance Services; 
(iv) HR transactions and payroll; and 
(v) Pensions. 
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7.4 Service Director: Legal and Governance (Statutory Monitoring Officer)  
 

The exercise of the responsibilities set out below is delegated by the Council: 
 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(a) To make such amendments to the Constitution and related 
documents, as may from time to time become necessary to 
reflect and take account of changes in legislation, guidance, 
Council policy, decisions of the Council and any drafting 
changes or improvements.  This shall not include any 
changes of substance.    
 

In consultation 
with group 
leaders. Not to 
be exercised if 
any group 
leader objects 
to the 
proposed 
change. 
 

(b) To maintain an up-to-date version of the Constitution and will 
ensure that it is widely available for consultation by 
members, staff and the public. 
 

 

(c) To report to the Council any proposal, decision or omission 
which they believe would give rise to unlawfulness or if any 
decision or omission has given rise to maladministration.  
Such a report will have the effect of stopping the proposal or 
decision being implemented until the report has been 
considered. 
 

In consultation 
with the Head 
of Paid Service 
and Section 
151 Officer 

(d) To act as the solicitor to the Council to provide advice on the 
scope of powers and authority for the Council to take 
decisions, maladministration, probity and governance 
issues, to all councillors and to support and advise 
councillors and officers in their respective roles. 
 

In consultation 
with the 
Section 151 
Officer 

(e) To act as the proper officer for the purposes of the Local 
Government Act 2000 and regulations made there under, 
except where legislation or the Scheme of Delegation 
names another officer. 
 

 

(f) In cases of dispute, to decide upon a member's "need to 
know". 
 

 

(g) To contribute to the promotion and maintenance of high 
standards of conduct through provision of support to the 
Constitution and Ethics Committee.  This will include making 
arrangements for the hearing of allegations against 
members concerning breaches of the Code of Conduct. 
 
To support the Constitution and Ethics Committee in 
ensuring the Council’s Constitution is fit for purpose and in 
this role, shall keep it under review and make 
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 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

recommendations as to how it might be amended to better 
achieve the purposes set out in Article 1, The Constitution, 
or in response to changes in law. 
 

(h) In the case of allegations that a councillor has breached the 
Members’ Code of Conduct, to conduct an initial assessment 
of complaint and make a decision as to whether the 
complaint warrants investigation or any other action. 
 

In partnership 
with the 
Council’s 
independent 
person. 
 

(i) Where allegations of breaches of the Members’ Code of 
Conduct are referred for investigation, to make 
arrangements for the conduct of such investigations and 
report the findings to the Constitution and Ethics Committee. 
 

 

(j) To act as the proper officer for Access to Information and 
shall ensure that decisions of the Council and its 
committees, together with the reasons for those decisions, 
and relevant officer reports and background papers are 
made publicly available as soon as possible. 
 

 

(k) To advise whether decisions of the Council and its 
committees are in accordance with the Budget and Policy 
Framework. 
 

 

(l) To provide advice on the scope of powers and authority to 
take decisions, maladministration, financial impropriety, 
probity and Budget and Policy Framework issues to all 
councillors. 
 

 

(m) To determine whether information should be exempt from 
disclosure under the provisions of Section 36 of the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 

 

(n) To agree procedures for the conduct of all appeals heard by 
the Council’s Service Appeals Sub-Committee. 
 

 

(o) To agree procedures for the conduct of Council’s Education 
Admission Appeals and Exclusion Reviews and the selection 
and appointment of members to Council’s appeals panels. 
 

 

(p) To make applications for the grant of Letters of 
Administration for the use and benefit of children in the care 
of CCC. 
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(q) To determine whether an application for planning permission 
is required for Council Matters (Minerals and Waste); and to 
determine whether planning permission is required in 
respect of development to be carried out by the Council. 
 

 

(r) To manage legal services, including externally 
commissioned legal advice. 
  

 

(s) To obtain information or serve statutory notices to ascertain 
the legal interest of any person in land. 
 

 

(t) To authorise the institution, defence, withdrawal, 
compromise or any other action relating to claims or legal 
proceedings at common law or under any enactment, 
statutory instrument, order or bylaw conferring functions 
upon the authorities or in respect of functions undertaken by 
the authorities. 
 

 

(u) To authorise officers to prosecute or defend or appear in any 
legal proceedings  
 
(Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1972) 
 

 

(v) To affix the common seal to all documents necessary to 
bring into effect decisions of the Council’s or any committee, 
sub-committee or officer in pursuance of powers delegated 
by or on behalf of the Council.  
 

 

(w) 
 

To declare vacancies in office and give public notice of a 
casual vacancy, in consultation with the Chair of the Council 
(or in their absence the Vice-Chair) and subject to noting at 
the next Full Council meeting. 
 

 

(x) 
 

To authorise the giving of any indemnity by the Council.  

 

7.5  Executive Director of Adults, Health and Commissioning  
 

The exercise of the responsibilities set out below is delegated by the Council: 
 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(a)  To be the designated Director of Adult Services and to 
exercise the Social Services functions of the Council as set 
out in Schedule 1 of the Local Authority Social Services Act 
1970. 
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(b)  To take all operational decisions necessary to secure the 
provision of services and/or discharge of statutory functions, 
including the power to enter into contracts, in relation to 
Adult Social Care, including: 

• Safeguarding 

• Mental Health 

• Disability 

• Older People 

• Residential services 

• Day services 

• IT systems 

• Partnership and Planning 
 

In accordance 
with the 
approved 
policies and 
the Financial 
Procedure 
Rules. 

 

7.6  Executive Director of Children, Education and Families  
 

The exercise of the responsibilities set out below is delegated by the Council: 
 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(a)  To be the designated Director of Children Services in 
accordance with Section 18(1) of the Children’s Act 2004. 
 

 

(b)  To take all operational decisions necessary to secure the 
provision of services and/or discharge of statutory functions, 
including the power to enter into contracts, in relation to 
Children’s Social Care, including: 

• Education 

• Special educational needs and disability 

• Safeguarding and protection 

• Children’s social care 

• Youth services 

• Early Years 

• IT systems 

• Partnership and planning 

• Social and Educational Transport 

• Youth offending 
 

In accordance 
with the 
approved 
policies and 
the Financial 
Procedure 
Rules. 

(c)  To approve school governor appointments for which the 
Council has responsibility and to report these decisions 
quarterly to the Children and Young People Committee. 
 

 

(d)  To discharge the guardianship provisions under the Mental 
Health Act 1983. 
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7.7  Executive Director of Place and Sustainability  
 

The exercise of the responsibilities set out below is delegated by the Council: 
 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(a)  To take all operational decisions necessary to secure the 
provision of services and/or discharge of statutory functions, 
including the power to enter into contracts, in relation to: 
(i) Highways and Transport, including: 

• Major infrastructure delivery 

• Transport and infrastructure policy and funding 

• Highways 

• Assets and commissioning 

• Traffic and road safety 
(ii) Planning, Growth and Environment, including: 

• Waste disposal 

• Growth and economy 

• Historic environment 

• Heritage services 

• Strategic planning 

• Planning 
(iii) Climate Change 

• Climate change 

• Energy services 
(iv) Digital Infrastructure 
(v) Regulatory Services, including: 

• Registration Services 

• Coroners Services 

• Trading Standards 
 

In accordance 
with the 
approved 
policies and 
the Financial 
Procedure 
Rules. 

 

7.8  Executive Director of Public Health 
 

The exercise of the responsibilities set out below is delegated by the Council: 
 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(a)  To prepare an annual report on the health of the people of 
Cambridgeshire. 
 
(Section 31, Health and Social Care Act 2012) 
 

 

(b) To prepare an annual health protection report to the Health 
and Wellbeing Board to cover a summary of relevant activity 
and the multi-agency health protection plans in place, 
establish how the various health protection responsibilities 
are discharged, and identify their relationship to the Joint 
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 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

Strategic Needs Assessment and Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy priorities. 
 

(c) To exercise the Council’s powers and duties to improve the 
health of the people in the Council’s area  
 
This includes: 

(i) Providing information and advice;  
(ii) Providing services or facilities designed to promote 

healthy living (whether by helping individuals to 
address behaviour that is detrimental to health or in 
any other way); 

(iii) Providing services or facilities for the prevention, 
diagnosis or treatment of illness;  

(iv) Providing financial incentives to encourage 
individuals to adopt healthier lifestyles;  

(v) Providing assistance (including financial assistance) 
to help individuals to minimise any risks to health 
arising from their accommodation or environment; 

(vi) Providing or participating in the provision of training 
for persons working or seeking to work in the field of 
health improvement; and 

(vii) Making available the services of any person or any 
facilities. 

 
(Section 30, Heath and Social Care Act 2012 and Section 
2B, NHS Act 2006) 
 

 

(d) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
that relate to planning for, or responding to, emergencies 
involving a risk to public health.   
 
(Section 30, Heath and Social Care Act 2012 and Section 
73A, NHS Act 2006) 
 

 

(e) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
that relate to arrangements for assessing etc risks posed by 
certain offenders. 
 
(Section 30, Heath and Social Care Act 2012. Section 325, 
Criminal Justice Act 2003) 
 

 

(f) To conduct, commission or assist the conduct of research 
for any purpose connected with the exercise of the Council’s 
functions in relation to the health service and to obtain data, 
information or advice from persons with professional 
expertise pursuant to conducting such research. 
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 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(Section 17, Heath and Social Care Act 2012. Section 5, 
NHS Act 2006.) 
 

(g) To discharge those functions of the Council arising from the 
requirement that a licensing authority, when determining and 
publishing a licensing statement. 
 
(Section 5(3)(bb) (statement of licensing policy) of the 
Licensing Act 2003,) 
 

 

(h) In relation to the Licensing Act 2003: 
(i) To make representations on behalf of the Council to a 

licensing authority in relation to the determination of 
an application for, or a variation or minor variation of, 
a premises licence. 

(ii) To make representations on behalf of the Council to a 
licensing authority in relation to the determination of 
an application for a provisional statement.  

(iii) To make an application or representations on behalf 
of the Council to a licensing authority for and/or in 
relation to the review of a premises licence. 

(iv) To make representations on behalf of the Council to a 
licensing authority in relation to the summary review 
of a premises licence. 

(v) To make representations on behalf of the Council to a 
licensing authority in relation to the determination of 
an application for, or a variation or minor variation of, 
a club premises certificate. 

(vi) To make an application or representations on behalf 
of the Council to a licensing authority for and/or in 
relation to the review of a club premises certificate. 

(vii) To make representations on behalf of the Council to a 
licensing authority in relation to the inspection of 
premises prior to the grant of a club premises 
certificate. 

(viii) To make representations on behalf of the Council to a 
licensing authority in relation to the review of a club 
premises licence following a closure order. 

(ix) To make representations on behalf of the Council to a 
licensing authority in relation to the determination of 
an application for an early morning alcohol restriction 
order. 

 
(Sections 18, 35 and 41B and Sections 31, 51, 52, 53, 53C, 
72, 85, 86B, 87(d), 88, 89, 96, 167(e) and 172B(f) of the 
Licensing Act 2003) 
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 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(i) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide, or secure the provision of, oral health promotion 
programmes to the extent that the Council considers 
appropriate. 
 
Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide, or secure the provision of oral health surveys to 
facilitate: 

(i) The assessment and monitoring of oral health needs; 
(ii) The planning and evaluation of oral health promotion 

programmes; 
(iii) The planning and evaluation of the arrangements for 

the provision of dental services as part of the health 
services; and 

(iv) Where there are water fluoridation programmes 
affecting Cambridgeshire, the monitoring and 
reporting of the effect of water fluoridation 
programmes. 

 
(The NHS Bodies and Local Authorities (Partnership 
Arrangements, Care Trusts, Public Health and Local 
Healthwatch) Regulations 2012 and Section 87 (1) of the 
Water Industry Act 1991.) 
 

 

(j) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to respond to oral health surveys conducted or 
commissioned by the Secretary of State under paragraph 
13(1) of Schedule 1 to the National Health Service Act 2006 
where the survey is conducted within Cambridgeshire. 
 
(The NHS Bodies and Local Authorities (Partnership 
Arrangements, Care Trusts, Public Health and Local 
Healthwatch) Regulations 2012) 
 

 

(k) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
relating to the making of, and consultation on, water 
fluoridation proposals to the Secretary of State. 
 
(Section 36, Heath and Social Care Act 2012 and Section 
88B, Water Industry Act 1988) 
 

 

(l) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide for the medical inspection at appropriate intervals 
of pupils in attendance at schools maintained by the Council 
as local education authority and for the medical treatment of 
such pupils. 
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 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(m) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide for the medical inspection or treatment of: 

(i) Senior pupils in attendance at any educational 
establishment, other than a school, which is 
maintained by the Council and at which full-time 
further education is provided; or 

(ii) Any child or young person who, in pursuance of 
section 19 or 319 of the Education Act 1996 (c. 56), is 
receiving primary or secondary education otherwise 
than at a school. 

 

(i) subject to 
the prior 
agreement of 
the governing 
body of the 
establishment 

(n) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide for the medical inspection or treatment of pupils in 
attendance at any educational establishment which is not 
maintained by a local education authority by arrangement 
with the proprietor of that establishment. 
 
(Section 17, Heath and Social Care Act 2012 and Section 5, 
NHS Act 2006.) 
 

 

(o) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide for the weighing and measuring of pupils in 
attendance at any school which is maintained by the 
authority and, by arrangement with the proprietor, at any 
school which is not maintained by the Council. 
 
(Section 17, Heath and Social Care Act 2012, Section 5, 
NHS Act 2006.  Part 2, Regulation 3 of The Local Authorities 
(Public Health Functions and Entry to Premises by Local 
Healthwatch Representatives) Regulations 2012 (DRAFT).) 
 

 

(p) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide, or make arrangements for the provision of, health 
checks to eligible persons within the Council’s area, 
pursuant to the requirements set out in the legislation below. 
 
(Section 2B, National Health Service Act 2006. 
Part 2, Regulations 4 and 5 of The Local Authorities (Public 
Health Functions and Entry to Premises by Local 
Healthwatch Representatives) Regulations 2012 (DRAFT).) 
 

 

(q) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide, or make arrangements for the provision of, open 
access sexual health services within the Council’s area, 
including: 

(i) Contraceptive services; and 
(ii) Services related to the prevention and treatment of 

sexually transmitted infections. 
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 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

 
(Section 2B and Schedule 1 (para. 8), National Health 
Service Act 2006. Part 2, Regulation6 of The Local 
Authorities (Public Health Functions and Entry to Premises 
by Local Healthwatch Representatives) Regulations 2012 
(DRAFT).) 
 

(r) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide, or make arrangements for the provision of, a 
public health advice service to any clinical commissioning 
group whose are falls wholly or partly within the Council’s 
area. 
 
(Section 2A and 2B, National Health Service Act 2006. 
Part 2, Regulation 7 of The Local Authorities (Public Health 
Functions and Entry to Premises by Local Healthwatch 
Representatives) Regulations 2012 (DRAFT).) 
 

 

(s) Responsibility for reviewing the range of matters to be 
covered by any such public health advice service, having 
had regard to the needs of the people in the Council’s area 
and in agreement with the clinical commissioning group(s) to 
which the service is provided. 
 
(Section 2A and 2B, National Health Service Act 2006. 
Part 2, Regulation 7 of The Local Authorities (Public Health 
Functions and Entry to Premises by Local Healthwatch 
Representatives) Regulations 2012 (DRAFT).) 
 

 
 

(t) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
relating to independent mental health advocate services. 
 
(Section 130, Mental Health Act 1983 and Section 43, 
Health and Social Care Act 2012.) 
 

 

(u) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
relating to the provision of direct payments for healthcare. 
 
(Section 12A, NHS Act 2006 and Schedule 4, Part 1, Health 
and Social Care Act 2012.) 
 

 

(v) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
relating to independent mental capacity advocates. 
 
(Section 35, Mental Capacity Act 2005 and Schedule 4, Part 
1, Health and Social Care Act 2012.) 
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 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

(w) Statutory functions relating to protecting the health of the 
local population. 
 

Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to provide information and advice to responsible persons 
and relevant bodies within, or which exercise functions 
relating to, the Council’s area, with a view to promoting the 
preparation of appropriate local health protection 
arrangements.  
 

(Section 2A and 2B, National Health Service Act 2006. 
Part 2, Regulation 8 of The Local Authorities (Public Health 
Functions and Entry to Premises by Local Healthwatch 
Representatives) Regulations 2012 (DRAFT).) 
 

 

(x) Statutory functions relating to charges in respect of the 
Council’s functions under Section 2B of the NHS Act 2006 -  
 

Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to make and recover charges in respect of: 

(i) Providing information and advice; 
(ii) Providing services and facilities designed to promote 

healthy living; 
(iii) Providing or participating in the provision of training 

for persons working or seeking to work in the field of 
health improvement; and 

(iv) Making available the services of any person or  
facilities. 

 

(Section 2B, National Health Service Act 2006 and Part 3, 
Regulation 9 of The Local Authorities (Public Health 
Functions and Entry to Premises by Local Healthwatch 
Representatives) Regulations 2012 (DRAFT) 
 

 

(y) Responsibility for exercising the Council’s powers and duties 
to enter into prescribed arrangements with the prison service 
insofar as those arrangements relate to securing and 
maintaining the health of prisoners. 
 
(Section 249, National Health Service Act 2006 and Section 
29, Health and Social Care Act 2012.) 
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7.9 Executive Director of Strategy and Partnership  
 

The exercise of the responsibilities set out below is delegated by the Council: 
 

 Delegated Authority Delegation / 
Condition 

1. (a) To take all operational decisions necessary to secure the 
provision of services and/or discharge of statutory functions, 
including the power to enter into contracts, in relation to 
(i) Communications and information, including: 

• Press and media 

• Council-wide campaigns 

• Council brand 

• Website 
(ii) Community Services 

• Libraries 

• Archives 

• Cultural Services 

• Community development and resilience 

• Adult and community skills and learning 

• Community engagement and participation 
(iii) Business Planning, including: 

• Policy, design and delivery services 

• Business intelligence 

• Emergency and business continuity planning 
(iv) The Legal and Governance Service including: 

• Internal Audit and Risk Management 

• Information Governance and Data Protection 

• Democratic and Member Services 
(v) Community Safety, including: 

• Domestic abuse and sexual violence 

• Prevent and hate crime 

• Homelessness prevention 
 

In accordance 
with the 
approved 
policies and 
Financial 
Procedure 
Rules 

(b) To provide elections management support to the county 
returning officer. 
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Part 3E – Delegation and Exercise of Shareholder Rights in 
Pathfinder Legal Services Limited  
 
 

1. Introduction  
 

Pathfinder Legal Services Limited is a company third owned by Cambridgeshire County 
Council (CCC), third owned by Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC), sixth owned by 
West Northamptonshire Council, and sixth owned by North Northamptonshire Council, 
which was established by Northamptonshire County Council and CCC to provide legal 
services to the owner councils and to other organisations within the public and not for 
profit sectors. 

 

2. Shareholder Rights 
 
This Council nominates as its shareholder representative the Council’s Monitoring 
Officer, who shall exercise the delegated authority in consultation with the elected 
member for the time being nominated by the Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee.  

 
The Council delegates to that officer all and any rights associated with the ownership of 
the shares and authorises that officer to exercise those rights subject to the following 
conditions and reservations: 

 
(a) The Monitoring Officer shall at all times exercise the delegated rights in 

accordance with the ten Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) Principles and 
Code of Conduct. If in doubt as to the requirements of the SRA Principles and 
Code of Conduct, the officer shall take appropriate independent legal advice 
before exercising the delegated authority. 
 

(b) The Monitoring Officer shall exercise the delegated authority under this provision 
in accordance with the Code of Conduct for officers and elected members of 
NCC/CCC and with all other relevant policies to the extent that those do not 
conflict with the SRA Code of Conduct and in circumstances where a conflict 
between the SRA Code of Conduct and any other code shall arise, the SRA 
Code of Conduct shall take precedence. 
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Part 3F – Delegations Resulting from Covid-19 
 
 
This section describes the extent and nature of the authority delegated to officers to 
undertake functions on behalf of Cambridgeshire County Council during the Covid-19 
pandemic.  It also includes delegation to and from other Local Authorities as set out in 
Section 10.04, Article 10 – Joint Arrangements, Part 2 – Articles of the Constitution. 
 

Delegations from Cambridgeshire County Council to other local authorities 
 
Relevant officers (a list of all relevant officers is held by the Monitoring Officer) of 
Peterborough City Council, Cambridge City Council, South Cambridgeshire District 
Council, Huntingdonshire District Council, East Cambridgeshire District Council and 
Fenland District Council are hereby authorised by Cambridgeshire County Council to act 
under and carry out the functions conferred on the Local Authority (Cambridgeshire 
County Council) by the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 (the "Act") as 
amended, and any subordinate legislation made under the Act, in particular, but not limited 
to the Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020, as 
amended. 
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Council Procedure Rules 
 

 
These rules are designed to ensure meetings of the Full Council run smoothly and are 
conducted properly. 
 

1.  Annual Meeting of the Council 
 

1.1 Timing 

 
 In a year when there is an ordinary election of councillors, the annual meeting will 

take place within 21 days of the retirement of the outgoing councillors. 
 

 In any other year, the annual meeting will take place in May. 
 

1.2 Business 

 
 The annual meeting will carry out the tasks listed below. 

 
 (a) Elect a person to preside if the Chair of Council is not present. 

 
 (b) Elect the Chair of Council. 

 
 (c) Elect the Vice-Chair of Council. 

 
 (d) Approve the minutes of the last meeting. 

 
 (e) Receive any announcements from the Chair and/or Head of Paid Service. 

 
 (f) Agree the scheme of delegation or such part of it as the Constitution 

determines it is for the Council to agree (as set out in Part 3 of this 
Constitution). 
 

 (g) Approve a programme of ordinary meetings of the Council for the year. 
 

 (h) Consider any business set out in the notice convening the meeting. 
 

 In addition, the annual meeting in a year where there is an ordinary election of 
councillors will receive the report of the County Returning Officer for information, 
and will receive the Council’s Constitution for endorsement. 
 

1.3 Selection of Councillors on Committees and Outside Bodies 
 

 At the annual meeting, the Council will: 
 

 (a) Decide which committees and sub-committees to establish for the 
municipal year. 
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 (b) Decide the size and terms of reference for those committees and sub-
committees. 
 

 (c) Decide the allocation of seats and substitutes to political groups in 
accordance with the political balance rules. 
 

 (d) Appoint the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee who will also fulfil the role of Leader and Deputy 
Leader of the Council respectively. 

 
 (e) Appoint the chair and vice-chair of each of the six policy and service 

committees. 
 

 (f) Appoint the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Audit and Accounts Committee, 
Pension Fund Committee and Planning Committee. 

 
 (g) Appoint to outside bodies except where appointment to those bodies has 

been delegated by the Council. 
 

2.  Ordinary Meetings 
 

 Ordinary meetings of the Council will take place in accordance with a programme 
decided at the Council’s annual meeting. Ordinary meetings will: 
 

 (a) Elect a person to preside if the Chair and Vice-Chair are not present. 
 

 (b) Approve the minutes of the last meeting. 
 

 (c) Receive any announcements from the Chair, Leader, committee chairs or 
the Chief Executive. 
 

 (d) Subject to the consent of the person presiding at the meeting: 
 

 (i) Receive questions from, and provide answers to, the public; and 
 

 (ii) Receive petitions in accordance with the Council’s petitions scheme. 
 

 (e) Deal with any business from the last Council meeting. 
 

 (f) Consider recommendations from the Council’s committees on matters 
requiring a Council decision.   
 

 (g) Receive reports about and receive questions and answers on the business 
of joint arrangements and external organisations. 
 

 (h) Consider motions. 
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 (i) Consider any other business specified in the summons to the meeting, 
including consideration of proposals from the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee in relation to the Council’s budget and policy for 
debate. 

 
 (j) Put questions to the Council’s representatives on the Fire Authority and 

the Combined Authority Board and Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  
 

 (k) Adjourn for ten minutes approximately every two hours, at an appropriate 
point. 
 

3.  Extraordinary Meetings 
 

3.1  Calling Extraordinary Meetings 

 
 Those listed below may request the proper officer to call Council meetings in 

addition to ordinary meetings: 
 

 (a) The Council by resolution; 
 

 (b) The Chair of the Council; 
 

 (c) The Monitoring Officer; and 
 

 (d) Any five members of the Council if they have signed a requisition 
presented to the Chair of the Council and they have refused to call a 
meeting or have failed to call a meeting within seven days of the 
presentation of the requisition. 
 

 Any requisition received for an extraordinary meeting must specify the business 
to be transacted at the meeting. 
 

3.2  Business 
 

 The business to be transacted at an extraordinary meeting of the Council shall be 
restricted to those items set out in the summons. 
 

4.  Appointments to Committees 
 

 Every person appointed to be a member of a committee or sub-committee will 
remain a member of that committee until the first of the following events: 
 

 (a)  They cease to be a councillor; 
 
(b)  Their resignation; 
 
(c)  Changes to political balance necessitate changes to committee membership;    
      or 

 
(d)  Removal by the proper officer at the request of their group. 
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 The Full Council is required to keep the allocation of seats to groups under 

review. 
 

 Whenever allocation of seats is considered by the Full Council the Monitoring 
Officer shall submit a report showing what the allocation of seats should be in 
order to ensure committees reflect the overall political balance of the Council. 
 

 Democratic Services will ensure that all appointments to committees are reported 
to the next meeting of the appropriate committee. 
 

 Any changes in membership must be notified to the Democratic Services 
Manager by the group leader or the majority of the group no later than 12.00 noon 
the working day before the relevant meeting. 
 

 As well as allocating seats on committees and sub-committees, the Council will 
allocate seats in the same manner to ensure that the number of substitute 
members is equal to the number of members on a committee/sub-committee with 
a minimum of three substitute members per political group.  
 

5.  Time and Place of Meetings 
 

 The time and place of meetings will be determined by the proper officer and 
notified in the summons. 
 

6.  Notice of and Summons to All Meetings 
 

 The proper officer will give notice to the public of the time and place of any 
meeting in accordance with the Access to Information Procedure Rules. At least 
five clear days before a meeting, the proper officer will send a summons signed 
by them to every member of the Council. The summons will give the date, time 
and place of each meeting and specify the business to be transacted, and will be 
accompanied by such reports as are available. 
 

 The Monitoring Officer may, after consultation with the Chair, cancel a meeting 
of the Council, if they are satisfied that there is insufficient business to be 
transacted or if they are satisfied that this is the appropriate course of action. 
 

7.  Chair of Meeting 
 

 The person presiding at the meeting may exercise any power or duty of the 
Chair.   
 

 If any issues arise at a meeting in relation to the interpretation of the procedure 
rules, the Chair’s decision shall be final. 
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8.  Quorum 
 

 The quorum of a meeting will be one third of the whole number of voting 
members. During any meeting, if the Chair counts the number of members 
present and declares there is not a quorum present, then the meeting will 
adjourn immediately. Remaining business will be considered at a time and date 
fixed by the Chair. If the Chair does not fix a date, the remaining business will be 
considered at the next ordinary meeting. 
 

9.  Questions by Members 
 

9.1 Oral Questions 
 

 At every meeting except extraordinary or special meetings of the Council and the 
first annual meeting of a new Council, members may ask questions for a 
response by the Council’s appointee on the Combined Authority, and its 
appointees to the Combined Authority Overview and Scrutiny Committee; 
councillors may also comment on concerns or issues. The protocol for such 
questions or comments is set out in Annex 1. 
 

 At Council meetings in October and March, members will have an opportunity to 
ask questions and comment on fire issues. The protocol for such questions or 
comments is set out in Annex 2. 
 

 With the exception of these questions, the Chair of the Council has the authority 
to accept oral questions in exceptional circumstances only. 
 

9.2 Written Questions 
 

 Subject to the provisions set out below, a member of the Council may ask: 
 

 (a) The Chair; and/or  
 

 (b) The chair of any committee. 
 

 A question in writing on any matter in relation to which the Council has powers or 
duties or which affects the county. 
 

 A member may only ask a written question under Rule 9.2 if either: 
 

 (a) They have given notice in writing of the question to the proper officer no later 
than 12.00 noon five working days before the date of the meeting, excluding 
extraordinary or special meetings of the Council and the first annual meeting 
of a new Council, where no written questions may be asked unless they are 
agreed as an urgent item by the Chair under paragraph (b) below; or 
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 (b) The question relates to urgent matters, they have the consent of the Chair to 
whom the question is to be put, and the content of the question is given to 
the proper officer at least one hour before the scheduled start of the 
meeting. 
 

 The maximum number of written questions submitted to any one meeting will be 
twenty. Questions will be accepted in the order received until the limit has been 
reached.  
 

9.3 Public Question Time 
  

 There will be an opportunity for up to four members of the public to ask 
questions at meetings of the County Council, excluding extraordinary or special 
meetings of the Council and the first annual meeting of a new Council, to the 
Leader of the Council and the chair of any committee. 
 
If more than four members of the public apply to speak, questioners will be 
invited to defer their question to the next meeting. The Democratic Services 
Officer will ensure that all steps are taken to inform the “unsuccessful” speakers 
in advance and, where they either choose not to defer their question or do not 
reply, a written reply will be sent within ten working days after the meeting.  
  
(Any decision to exceed the limit will be at the discretion of the Council Chair.)   

  

 Members of the public wishing to ask a question at the Council meeting should 
provide the following details to the Council’s Democratic Services by no later 
than 12.00 noon, five working days before the meeting: 
 

(a) Name and contact details of the person asking the question. 
 
(b) The name of the organisation if the question is being asked on their 

behalf. 
 
(c) Details of the question to be asked. 
 
(d) The name or position of the member of the Council to whom it is to be put. 
 
(e) Brief information about how the subject of the question relates to the 

person asking the question (e.g. as a resident of the area, as a recipient of 
a service, as the owner of a property affected by a proposal). 

 
Only one question may be asked by each member of the public or organisation 
and the question must relate to a single topic. A question which is substantially 
the same as a question which has been put at a meeting of the Council or one of 
its committees in the past six months will not be allowed.  
 
The Chair will decide whether to reject a question should the Monitoring Officer 
inform them that the question asked:  
 

(a) Is not about a matter for which the local authority has a responsibility or 
which affects the county and is something the Council is able to influence; 
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(b) Is illegal, improper, defamatory, frivolous or offensive; 
 
(c) Requires the disclosure of confidential or exempt information; 
 
(d) Is within the remit of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined 

Authority; 
 
(e) Relates to a planning application; 
 
(f) Is from an employee of the Council, except when acting as trade union 

representatives or private individuals, as the employee has sufficient 
channels of communication, both internally and through their 
representative bodies; 

 
(g) Is from a provider the Council contracts with or chooses not to contract 

with unless unrelated to those specific contracts; 
 
(h) Relates to separate appeal, adjudication, litigation, mediation or dispute 

resolution; 
 
(i) Is about the conduct of individual councillors or employees; or 
 
(j) Is in multiple parts. 

 
Members of the public shall have up to two minutes in which to ask the question. 

  
The named member will respond to the question which may take the form of: 
 

 (a) A direct oral response of up to a maximum of two minutes; 
 

 (b) Where the desired information is in a publication of the Council or other 
published work, a reference to that publication; or 
 

 (c) Where the reply cannot conveniently be given orally, a written response 
circulated later to the questioner and made available to all members of 
Council and to the public. 
 

 After the response has been given, the questioner has up to a further minute in 
which to put one supplementary question or seek clarification of the response to 
the original question. The supplementary question must arise directly out of the 
original question or the reply and must not introduce new material. 
 

 The recipient of the original question then has up to a further two minutes in 
which to reply to the supplementary question. 
 
No debate will be allowed on any question or the response. 
 

 If the questioner cannot be present at the Council meeting to pose their question, 
a written question will be accepted and answered in writing. 
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9.4 Petition Scheme 

 
 Anyone living, working or studying in the Council’s area who wishes to raise an 

issue or have their views heard on a Council matter can create or submit a 
petition. Petitions are accepted via the Council’s website, in paper form, or by a 
combination of these. 
 

 Electronic petitions will be accepted provided they are: 
 

(a) Submitted using the Council’s free ePetitions facility; or 
 

(b) Submitted as one document, containing the list of names and contact 
information of those supporting the petition. These petitions should be 
sent to: DemocraticServices@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 

 
 Paper petitions can be sent to:  

 
The Petitions Officer 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
New Shire Hall 
Alconbury Weald 
PE28 4XA 
 

 A combination of an electronic petition and paper petition is acceptable provided 
they follow the guidelines set out in the scheme. 
 

 Once a petition has been received, it will be assigned to a Democratic Services 
Officer, who will be responsible for advising the petition organiser on the action 
to be taken by the authority within ten working days. 
 

 Ordinary Petitions 
 

The petition must relate to functions for which the Council has powers or duties, 
or to improvements in the economic, social or environmental welfare of 
Cambridgeshire, to which the Council, or any of its partners, can contribute.   
 

 Format of Petitions 
 

Petitions submitted to the Council must include a clear and concise statement 
covering the subject of the petition. It should state:  
 

(a) What actions the petitioners wish the Council to take. 
 

(b) The name and contact details of the petition organiser, who should be 
a local person*.  

 
(c) The name (preferably in block capitals) and full address of each local 

person* who signs it. Where the petition is in paper form, this should 
include an actual signature. Where the petition is submitted in 
electronic form a list of the names and addresses will suffice.   
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* A ‘local person’ is anyone who lives, owns a business, or works in the area, 
or who attends a school or college in the area at the time the petition is 
submitted. (Business, school or college to be recorded where appropriate.  
Addresses not within the Council’s area will not be counted). 

 
 How will the Council respond to petitions 

 
The Council’s response will depend on what the petition asks for, but it will 
include one or more of the following:  
 

(a) Take action as requested in the petition; 
 
(b) Meet with petitioners; 
 
(c) Refer the petition to Full Council or one of the Council’s committees; 

and/or 
 
(d) Call a referendum.  

 
[A referendum on constitutional change could be triggered with a petition 
submitted by 5% of the local government electors registered in the local 
authority's area.] 

 
Petitions will not be referred to extraordinary or special meetings of Full Council, 
or to the first annual meeting of a new Council. 
 

 Speaking at Council/Committee Meetings 
 

The petition organiser, or their nominee** will be able to speak at the meeting 
providing the following conditions are met: 
 

 (a) The petition must relate to the powers and duties of that committee / body; 
 

(b) The petition must be signed by at least fifty ‘local people’ *** who have an 
interest in the subject of the petition - the addresses of the signatories must 
be included for this purpose. Petitions with fewer than fifty signatures will still 
be considered but there is no right to speak; 
 

(c) The petition must be received by no later than 9.00 a.m. five working days 
before the meeting; and 

 
(d) The petition must be accepted by the chair of the committee for presentation 

at the meeting. This is likely to be agreed unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. 
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 ** County councillors will not usually be allowed to speak to petitions under this 
procedure as they have other opportunities to make their views known.  This 
may, however, be allowed where the councillor has a prejudicial interest 
preventing them from speaking to a report, or where the petition organiser or 
other representative of the petitioners is unable to attend the meeting. In 
these circumstances the chair of the meeting concerned will be consulted 
and asked to exercise their discretion to allow a county councillor to present 
the petition. 

 
*** A ‘local person’ is anyone who lives, owns a business, or works in the area, 

or who attends a school or college in the area at the time the petition is 
submitted. (Business, school or college address to be recorded where 
appropriate.) 

 
 Process at the Meeting 

 

Time for presenting a petition will be limited to three minutes. If there is an item / 
report on the agenda which relates to the petition, the petition organiser will 
usually be asked to make their presentation at the beginning of that item. Once 
they have spoken to the meeting, councillors may wish to ask them questions 
about the petition. The person presenting the petition will not be allowed to take 
part in the subsequent debate. If there is no relevant item on the agenda, 
petitions will usually be heard at the start of the meeting, but they will not usually 
be discussed.   
 

 Petition organisers will receive a written response from the chair of the meeting 
within ten working days of the meeting. 
 

 Petitions for Debate at Council 
 

If a petition contains at least 3,000 signatures, the petition organiser can ask for 
it to be debated at a meeting of Full Council, which all councillors can attend. 
 
The petition organiser, or nominee, will be given five minutes to present the 
petition at the meeting and the petition may be discussed by councillors for a 
maximum of up to fifteen minutes. 
 
The Council will decide how to respond to the petition at this meeting. It may 
decide to take the action the petition requests, not to take the action requested 
for reasons put forward in the debate, or to commission further investigation into 
the matter, for example by the relevant committee. Where the petition organiser 
does not attend the meeting, they will receive written confirmation of this 
decision within ten working days of the meeting.  
 

 Exclusions 
 

Certain petitions are not covered by this scheme and are dealt with under 
separate processes.  These are: 
 
(a) Petitions relating to planning applications. These are considered by the 

Council’s Planning Committee. You can find further details on how to make 
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your views known to the committee on the planning pages of the Council’s 
website, or ask the Democratic Services Team for information. 

 
(b) Petitions relating to traffic regulation orders. These are considered by the 

Assistant Director: Highways in consultation with the local members. 
 
(c) Petitions in response to consultation on a specific issue or proposal. These 

should be sent to the return address as detailed in the relevant consultation 
document. 

 
(d) Statutory petitions (for example requesting a referendum on having an 

elected mayor). 
 
(e) A matter where there is an existing right of appeal. 
 

 The Council will not consider: 
 

 (a) Petitions that do not follow the guidelines set out in this petition scheme. 
 

 (b) Petitions that do not relate to a matter for which the local authority has a 
responsibility, or which affects the county and is something the Council is 
able to influence. 

 
 (c) Petitions disclosing matters that are personal or confidential. 

 
 (d) Petitions which are in the opinion of the Monitoring Officer, in consultation 

with the relevant committee chair, to be libellous, rude, offensive, 
vexatious, abusive or otherwise inappropriate, or which are in breach of 
the Council’s statutory duties in respect of equality, diversity and 
inclusion.  

 
 (e) Petitions from, or submitted on behalf of a business, or person, where the 

main purpose of the petition is to influence a forthcoming commercial 
decision of the Council, or the terms and conditions of a commercial 
transaction. 

 
 (f) Duplicate petitions. Where more than one petition is received in time for a 

particular meeting, each supporting the same outcome, each petition 
organiser will be treated as an independent petition organiser, but only the 
organiser of the first petition to be received will be invited to address the 
relevant meeting. 

 
 (g) Repeat petitions. Petitions will not normally be considered within six 

months of another petition on the same matter having been considered by 
the Council or one of its committees. 

 
 Where any of the above applies, the Council’s petitions officer will contact the 

petition organiser to explain the reasons behind the decision. 
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 Informal Review 
 
If the petitioner believes the petition has not been dealt with in accordance with 
this scheme. The lead petitioner should seek an informal review by the 
Monitoring Officer, who will inform them of any decision arising from the review 
within ten working days. 
 

 General Data Protection Regulation 
 
People signing a petition are consenting to Cambridgeshire County Council 
holding and processing their personal data. All personal information will be kept 
safe and secure for a period of four years. It is the responsibility of the petition 
organiser to ensure that people signing the petition are consenting to this and 
they are aware how Cambridgeshire County Council will be holding their 
personal data. 
 

10.  Motions on Notice 
 

10.1 Notice 
 

 Except for motions which can be moved without notice under Rule 11, written or 
electronic notice of motions for discussion at Council meetings, excluding 
extraordinary or special meetings and the annual budget meeting of the Council 
or the first annual meeting of a new Council, must be delivered to the proper 
officer not later than 12.00 noon 14 days before the date of the meeting. The 
proper officer will maintain a public record of all motions submitted. Any 
councillor may give notice of not more than one motion for consideration at any 
ordinary meeting. 
 
Other than at the annual budget meeting, for which no notices of motions shall 
be accepted, a maximum of five motions shall be accepted for debate at an 
ordinary meeting of the Council under this standing order. 
 

10.2 Motion set out in Agenda 
 

 Motions for which notice has been given will be listed on the agenda in the order 
in which notice of the full written motion in its draft form was received, unless the 
Member giving notice states, in writing, that they propose to move it to a later 
meeting or withdraw it. 
 

10.3 Scope 
 

 Motions: 
 

(a) Must be about matters for which the Council has a responsibility, or which 
affect the county; 
 

(b) May propose an addition or change to a policy framework provided that 
the addition or change could not reasonably have been raised when the 
policy framework was originally approved; 
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(c) May not raise the competence or performance of a councillor or officer; 

 
(d) May not raise any matter involving exempt information or normally 

considered confidential; 
 

(e) May not make any abusive or defamatory comments; and 
 

(f) May not be related to a planning application, or any other quasi-judicial 
matter, that will or could be determined by the authority, including 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NCIPS), or for which it is a 
statutory consultee. 

 

11.  Motions Without Notice 
 

 The following motions may be moved without notice: 
 

 (a) To appoint a chair of the meeting at which the motion is moved. 
 

 (b) In relation to the accuracy of the minutes. 
 

 (c) To change the order of business in the agenda. 
 

 (d) To refer something to an appropriate body or individual. 
 

 (e) To appoint a committee or member arising from an item on the 
summons for the meeting. 

 
 (f) To receive reports or adoption of recommendations of committees or 

officers and any resolutions following from them. 
 

 (g) To withdraw a motion. 
 

 (h) To amend a motion. 
 

 (i) To proceed to the next business. 
 

 (j) That the question be now put. 
 

 (k) To adjourn a debate. 
 

 (l) To adjourn a meeting. 
 

 (m) To suspend a particular Council Procedure Rule. 
 

 (n) To exclude the public and press in accordance with the Access to 
Information Rules. 

 
 (o) To not hear further a member named under Rule 19.3 or to exclude 

them from the meeting under Rule 19.4. 
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 (p) To give the consent of the Council where its consent is required by 
this constitution. 
 

12.  Rules of Debate 
 

12.1  No Speeches Until Motion Seconded 
 

 No speeches may be made after the mover has moved a proposal and explained 
the purpose of it until the motion has been seconded. 
 

12.2  Right to Require Motion or Amendment in Writing 
 

 Unless notice of the motion or amendment has already been given, the Chair 
may require it to be written down and handed to them before it is discussed. 
 

12.3  Seconder’s Speech 
 

 When seconding a motion or amendment, a member may reserve their speech 
until later in the debate. 
 

12.4  Content and Length of Speeches 
 

 Speeches must be directed to the question under discussion or to a personal 
explanation or point of order. No speech may exceed five minutes without the 
consent of the Chair. At the annual budget meeting, Group Leaders will have 
opening speeches immediately after the motion has been proposed and 
seconded, in order of members of the administration first and then the 
opposition, based on descending order of group size. 
 

12.5  When a Member may Speak Again 
 

 A member who has spoken on a motion may not speak again whilst it is the 
subject of debate, except: 
 

 (a) To speak once on an amendment moved by another member. 
 

 (b) To move a further amendment if the motion has been amended since 
they last spoke. 

 
 (c) If their first speech was on an amendment moved by another 

member, to speak on the main issue (whether or not the amendment 
on which they spoke was carried). 

 
 (d) In exercise of a right of reply. 

 
 (e) On a point of order. 

 
 (f) By way of personal explanation. 
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 (g) For the annual budget debate, Group Leaders will also be able to 
speak on during the main debate itself, following their opening 
speeches. 

 
12.6  Amendments to Motions 

 
 (a) An amendment to a motion must be relevant to the motion and should not 

seek to introduce into the motion a new issue unrelated to the subject in the 
motion. It will either be: 
 

(i) To refer the matter to an appropriate body or individual for 
consideration or reconsideration. 
 

(ii) To leave out words. 
 

(iii) To leave out words and insert or add others. 
 

(iv) To insert or add words. 
 

(v) As long as the effect of (ii) to (iv) is not to negate the motion. 
 

 (b) An amendment to a motion must be delivered to the Monitoring Officer and 
Democratic Services Manager in its draft form not later than noon two 
working days and its intended final form not later than noon one working day 
before the date of the meeting at which the motion is to be considered. If 
more than one amendment is received, amendments will be taken at the 
meeting in the order in which they were received by the Democratic Services 
Manager. 
 
If no withdrawal, confirmation or change is received by the Monitoring 
Officer, it will be assumed that the amendment is to be considered in its 
initial form. 

 
No other amendment may be moved at the meeting except where the Chair 
of Council may permit, at their absolute discretion, in exceptional 
circumstances and to ensure the efficient or proper discharge of the 
Council’s business, a further amendment or amendments to be moved. 
 
At the annual budget meeting, due to the complexity of the Business Plan 
and the need for financial compliance, any significant* amendments must be 
submitted to the Section 151 Officer, and the Democratic Services Manager, 
at least five clear working days before the date of the meeting, in order to 
enable the Section 151 Officer to confirm whether the proposed 
amendments would result in a lawful budget. 
 
Any minor* amendments must be submitted to the officers above not later 
than noon one working day before the date of Full Council. 
 
[*Note – Amendments will be classified as significant if they call for changes, 
which will require the Section 151 Officer to expend a considerable amount 
of time checking the budget figures. Minor amendments will be those that 
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relate to a single budget line. The final decision as to whether an 
amendment is significant rests with the Section 151 Officer]. 

 
 (c) Only one amendment may be moved and discussed at any one time. No 

further amendment may be moved until the amendment under discussion 
has been disposed. At the annual budget meeting, amendments will be 
debated in the order selected by the Chair of the Council, having regard to 
the proportionality of the groups. 
 

 (d) If an amendment is not carried, other amendments to the original motion 
may be moved. 
 

 (e) If an amendment is carried, the motion as amended takes the place of the 
original motion. This becomes the substantive motion to which any further 
amendments are moved. 
 

 (f) After an amendment has been carried, the Chair will advise the meeting of 
the content of the amended motion before accepting any further 
amendments, or if there are none, put it to the vote. 
 

 (g) At the annual budget meeting, if a majority vote in favour of either the 
original recommendation or the amended version cannot be achieved, the 
Chair shall immediately adjourn the debate and meeting, and ask Group 
Leaders to make themselves available with a view to commencing 
discussions / negotiations in order to arrive at a recommendation which will 
gain sufficient support to achieve a majority. As soon as a new 
recommendation has been proposed, (which is approved by the Section 151 
officer), the Chair shall reconvene the meeting and ask for the amendment to 
be moved and debated. 

 
12.7  Alteration of Motion 

 
 (a) A member may alter a motion of which they have given notice with the 

consent of the meeting. The meeting’s consent will be signified without 
discussion. 
 

 (b) A member may alter a motion which they have moved without notice with the 
consent of both the meeting and the seconder. The meeting’s consent will 
be signified without discussion. 
 

 (c) Only alterations to the motion which could be made as an amendment may 
be made. 
 

12.8  Withdrawal of Motion 
 

 A member may withdraw a motion which they have moved with the consent of 
both the meeting and the seconder. The meeting’s consent will be signified 
without discussion. No member may speak on the motion after the mover has 
asked permission to withdraw it unless permission is refused. 
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12.9  Right of Reply 
 

 (a) The mover of a motion, whether amended or not, has a right to reply at the 
end of the debate on the motion, immediately before it is put to the vote. 

 
 (b) If an amendment is moved, the mover of the original motion has the right of 

reply at the close of the debate on the amendment, but may not otherwise 
speak on it. 

 
 (c) The mover of the amendment has no right of reply to the debate on their 

amendment. 
 

12.10  Motions which may be Moved During Debate 
 

 When a motion is under debate, no other motion may be moved except the 
following procedural motions: 
 

 (a) To withdraw a motion. 
 

 (b) To amend a motion. 
 

 (c) To proceed to the next business. 
 

 (d) That the question be now put. 
 

 (e) To adjourn a debate. 
 

 (f) To adjourn a meeting. 
 

 (g) To exclude the public and press in accordance with the Access to 
Information Rules. 

 
 (h) To not hear further a member named under Rule 19.3 or to exclude 

them from the meeting under Rule 19.4. 
 

12.11  Closure Motions 
 

 (a) A member may move, without comment, the following motions at the end of 
a speech of another member: 
 

 (i) To proceed to the next business. 
 

 (ii) That the question be now put. 
 

 (iii) To adjourn a debate. 
 

 (iv) To adjourn a meeting. 
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 (b) If a motion to proceed to next business is seconded and the Chair thinks the 
item has been sufficiently discussed, they will give the mover of the original 
motion a right of reply and then put the procedural motion to the vote. 
 

 (c) If a motion that the question be now put is seconded and the Chair thinks the 
item has been sufficiently discussed, they will put the procedural motion to 
the vote. If it is passed, they will give the mover of the original motion a right 
of reply before putting their motion to the vote. 
 

 (d) If a motion to adjourn the debate or to adjourn the meeting is seconded and 
the Chair thinks the item has not been sufficiently discussed and cannot 
reasonably be so discussed on that occasion, they will put the procedural 
motion to the vote without giving the mover of the original motion the right of 
reply. 
 

12.12  Point of Order 
 

 A member may raise a point of order at any time. The Chair will hear them 
immediately. A point of order may only relate to an alleged breach of these 
Council Rules of Procedure or the law. The member must indicate the rule or law 
and the way in which they consider it has been broken. The ruling of the Chair 
on the matter will be final. 
 

12.13  Personal Explanation 
 

 A member may make a personal explanation at any time. A personal explanation 
may only relate to some material part of an earlier speech by the member which 
may appear to have been misunderstood in the present debate. The ruling of the 
Chair on the admissibility of a personal explanation shall be final. 
 

12.14 Officers Addressing the Council 
 

 Officers will not normally be called upon to address the Council or to answer 
questions unless specifically requested to do so by the Chair of the Council. This 
rule shall not apply to the provision of procedural advice by the Monitoring 
Officer or to the Head of Paid Service and Section 151 Officer when acting in 
their statutory roles. 
 

13.  State of County Debate 
 

13.1  The Chair, in consultation with the Leader, may convene meetings of the Council 
to discuss matters relating to the state of the county. The application of these 
rules to such meetings may be varied in accordance with a detailed protocol 
agreed by the Council. 
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14.  Previous Decisions and Motions 
 

14.1  Motion to Rescind a Previous Decision 
 

 A motion or amendment to rescind a decision made at a meeting of Council 
within the past six months cannot be moved unless the notice of motion is signed 
by at least a third of members. 
 

14.2  Motion Similar to One Previously Rejected 
 

 A motion or amendment in similar terms to one that has been rejected at a 
meeting of Council in the past six months cannot be moved unless the notice of 
motion or amendment is signed by at least a third of members. Once the motion 
or amendment is dealt with, no one can propose a similar motion or amendment 
for six months. 
 

15.  Voting 
 

15.1  Majority 
 

 Unless the Constitution provides otherwise, any matter will be decided by a 
simple majority of those members voting and present in the room at the time the 
question was put. 
 

15.2  Chair’s Casting Vote 
 

 If there are equal numbers of votes for and against, the Chair will have a second 
or casting vote. There will be no restriction on how the Chair chooses to exercise 
a casting vote. 
 

15.3  Method of Voting 
 

 Unless a recorded vote is demanded under Rule 15.5 or required under Rule 
15.6 or the Chair determines that the vote will be by means of the electronic 
voting system under Rule 15.4, or by ballots under Rule 15.9, the Chair will take 
the vote by show of hands, or if there is no dissent, by the affirmation of the 
meeting. 
 

15.4  Electronic Voting 
 

 Where indicated by the Chair presiding at the meeting, voting may be by means 
of the electronic voting system. The result of the vote shall be as indicated by the 
electronic voting system announced by the person presiding at the meeting.  
 
The results of all electronic votes shall be published as a PDF document (as 
produced by the voting system) on an appropriate page on the Council’s 
website. 
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15.5  Recorded Vote 
 

 If 14 members present at the meeting demand it, the names for and against the 
motion or amendment or abstaining from voting will be recorded and entered into 
the minutes. A demand for a recorded vote will override a demand for a ballot. 
 

15.6 Recorded Vote at Annual Budget Meeting 
 

 Voting in relation to the annual budget setting, including motions and 
amendments, shall be by recorded vote. There shall be recorded in the minutes 
of the meeting the names of those members who cast a vote for the decision or 
against the decision or who abstained from voting. 
 

15.7 Right to Require Individual Vote to be Recorded 
 

 Where any member requests it immediately after the vote is taken, their vote will 
be so recorded in the minutes to show whether they voted for or against the 
motion or abstained from voting. 
 

15.8 Voting by Political Groups 
 

 The pattern of voting by the political groups will be recorded for all decisions 
taken at Council meetings. 
 

15.9 Voting on Appointments 
 

 If there are more than two people nominated for any position to be filled and there 
is not a clear majority of votes in favour of one person, then the name of the 
person with the least number of votes will be taken off the list and a new vote 
taken. The process will continue until there is a majority of votes for one person.   
Alternatively, the Chair may determine that voting on appointment be by means 
of a ballot. 
 

16.  Minutes 
 

16.1  Signing the Minutes 
 

 The Chair will sign the minutes of the proceedings at the next suitable meeting.  
The Chair will move that the minutes of the previous meeting be signed as a 
correct record. The only part of the minutes that can be discussed is their 
accuracy. 
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16.2  No Requirement to Sign Minutes of Previous Meeting at Extraordinary 

Meeting 
 

 The minutes of any meeting shall be signed at the next ordinary meeting (but not 
at an extraordinary meeting called under paragraph 3 of Schedule 12 to the Local 
Government Act 1972). 
 

17. Exclusion of Public 
 

 Members of the public and press may only be excluded either in accordance with 
the Access to Information Rules in Part 4 of this Constitution or Rule 20 
(Disturbance by Public). 
 

18. Members’ Conduct 
 

18.1 Standing to Speak 
 

 A member may indicate their wish to speak and shall wait to be called by the 
Chair. When a member is called by the Chair to speak at full Council they must 
stand, if able, and address the meeting through the Chair Whilst a member is 
speaking, other members who wish to make a point of order or a point of 
personal explanation must indicate their wish to the Chair, who will then call on 
them to speak. 
 

18.2 Halting Debate 
 

 When the Chair indicates a wish to halt a debate with the gavel, any member 
speaking at the time must stop. The meeting must be silent. 
 

18.3 Member not to be Heard Further 
 

 If a member persistently disregards the ruling of the Chair by behaving improperly 
or offensively or deliberately obstructs business, the Chair may move that the 
member be not heard further. If seconded, the motion will be voted on without 
discussion. 
 

18.4 Member to Leave the Meeting 
 

 If the member continues to behave improperly after such a motion is carried, the 
Chair may move that either the member leaves the meeting or that the meeting is 
adjourned for a specified period. If seconded, the motion will be voted on without 
discussion. 
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18.5 General Disturbance 

 
 If there is a general disturbance making orderly business impossible, the Chair 

may adjourn the meeting for as long as they think necessary. 
 

19. Disturbance by Public 
 

19.1 Removal of Member of the Public 
 

 If a member of the public interrupts meeting proceedings, the Chair will warn the 
person concerned. If they continue to interrupt, the Chair will order their removal 
from the meeting room. 
 

19.2 Clearance of Part of Meeting Room 
 

 If there is a general disturbance in any part of the meeting room open to the 
public, the Chair may call for that part to be cleared. 
 

20. Photography and Audio Recordings of Meetings 
 

 The Council supports the principle of transparency and encourages filming, 
recording and taking photographs at its meetings that are open to the public. It 
also welcomes the use of social networking and micro-blogging websites to 
communicate with people about what is happening, as it happens. These 
arrangements will operate in accordance with a protocol agreed by the Chair of 
the Council and political group leaders. This protocol will be published on the 
Council’s website. 
 

21. Electronic Communication 
 

 Where these rules require that written notice is given to the proper officer, such 
notice will also be deemed to have been given if received by the proper officer by 
email within the specified deadline. 
 

22. Suspension and Amendment of Council Procedure Rules 
 

22.1 Suspension 
 

 All of these Council Rules of Procedure, except Rules 15.6, 15.7 and 16.2, may 
be suspended by motion on notice or without notice if at least one half of the 
whole number of members of the Council are present. Suspension can only be 
for the duration of the meeting. 
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22.2 Amendment 

 
 Any motion to add to, vary or revoke these Council Rules of Procedure will, when 

proposed and seconded, stand adjourned without discussion to be dealt with at 
the next ordinary meeting of the Council. 
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Annex 1 

 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority and 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Oral Questions at County 
Council Meetings 

 
1. Members will have an opportunity to ask questions and comment on 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority decisions at meetings of the 
County Council except extraordinary or special meetings of the Council and the first 
annual meeting of a new Council. 

 
2. The Combined Authority will prepare a generic report summarising the decisions 

made by its formal committees for use by all local authorities within its area. This 
report shall be noted as read with no introduction. 

 
3. Councillors may ask questions for a response by the Council’s appointee on the 

Combined Authority, and its appointees to the Combined Authority Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee, which relate to the decisions of the Combined Authority Board 
and Overview and Scrutiny Committee, as set out in the generic report provided. 

 
4. If members wish to raise questions or issues requiring a detailed response, they 

must give five working days’ advance notice so that the necessary information can 
be obtained in advance of the meeting, unless a meeting of the Combined Authority 
is due to take place during the notice period, in which case the Chair will decide 
whether to accept the question. 
 

5. Members will have two minutes in which to ask a question and one minute for a 
supplementary with up to a maximum of two minutes for a direct oral to each. 

 
6. The Chair of Council will exercise discretion over the amount of time allocated to 

the discussion of this item or the maximum time allowed for these questions and 
answers will be 40 minutes (20 minutes for questions to the Council’s appointee on 
the Combined Authority, and 20 minutes for questions to its appointees to the 
Combined Authority Overview and Scrutiny Committee). 
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Annex 2 

 

Discussion of Fire Issues at County Council Meetings 
 

• Members will have an opportunity to ask questions and comment on fire issues at the 
Council meetings in October and March. 

 

• The Chair of the Fire Authority will prepare a short paper for inclusion in the agenda 
outlining some of the key issues facing the Authority in recent/ coming months. 

 

• Councillors may ask questions for response by members of the Fire Authority or simply 
comment on concerns or issues.   

 

• If members wish to raise questions or issues requiring a detailed response, it will 
usually be helpful if they give advance notice so that the necessary information can be 
obtained in advance of the meeting. 
 

• The usual five minute time limit will apply to all speeches. 
 

• The Chair of Council will exercise discretion over the amount of time allocated to the 
discussion of this item. 

 

• The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Fire Authority is a separate corporate body.  
The County Council is not in a position to direct any course of action by this 
organisation.   

 



 

The Constitution 
Part 4 – Rules of Procedure 

Part 4.2 – Access to Information Procedure Rules 
 

 
Part 4, Part 4.2, Access to Information Procedure Rules [effective from 18 October 2022] 

4-2, page 1 

 

Access to Information Procedure Rules 
 
 

1. Scope 

 These rules apply to all meetings of the Council, to regulatory committees and to 
any other formal committees and sub-committees established by the Council 
(together called meetings). 
 

2. Additional Rights to Information  

 These rules do not affect any more specific rights to information contained 
elsewhere in this constitution or the law; for example the Freedom of Information 
Act and the Data Protection Act. 
 
Previously exempt information may subsequently be made available if the reason 
for exemption no longer applies. 
 

3. Rights to Attend Meetings  

 Members of the public may attend all meetings subject only to the exceptions in 
these rules. 
 

4. Notices of Meetings 

 The Council will give at least five clear days’ notice of any meeting by publishing 
details on its website and making copies of such a notice available at its offices at 
New Shire Hall, Alconbury Weald. 
 

5. Access to Agenda and Reports Before the Meeting  

 The Council will make copies of the agenda and reports open to the public 
available for inspection at the designated office at least five clear days before the 
meeting. If an item is added to the agenda later, the revised agenda (where 
reports are prepared after the summons has been sent out, the proper officer 
shall make each such report available to the public as soon as the report is 
completed and sent to councillors) will be open to inspection from the time the 
item was added to the agenda. 
 
Where a report was not open to inspection by members of the public for five clear 
days before the meeting, it can only be considered at the meeting if the chair is of 
the opinion that it should be considered as a matter of urgency by reason of 
special circumstances, which shall be specified in the minutes. 
 

6. Supply of Copies 
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 The Council will supply copies of the following to any person on payment of a 
charge for postage and any other costs: 
 

(a) Any agenda and reports which are open to public inspection; 
 

(b) Any further statements or particulars necessary to indicate the nature of 
the items in the agenda; and 

 

(c) If the proper officer thinks fit, copies of any other documents supplied to 
councillors in connection with an item. 
 

7. Access to Minutes etc. After the Meeting 
 

 The Council will make available copies of the following for six years after a 
meeting: 
 
(a) The minutes of the meeting or records of decisions taken, together with 

reasons, for all meetings of formal committees and decisions taken by 
officers as indicated in Rule 8 (Record of Decisions Taken by Officers) 
below, excluding any part of the minutes of proceedings when the meeting 
was not open to the public or which disclose exempt or confidential 
information. 
 

(b) A summary of any proceedings not open to the public where the minutes 
open to inspection would not provide a reasonably fair and coherent record. 
 

(c) The agenda for the meeting. 
 

(d) Reports relating to items when the meeting was open to the public. 
 

8. Record of Decisions Taken by Officers 
 

8.1 A written statement will be produced as soon as reasonably practicable after an 
officer has made a decision either: 

 
(a) Under an express authorisation from the Council, its committees, sub 

committees or any joint committee; or 
 

(b) Under a general authorisation where the effect of the decision is to: 
(i) Grant a permission or licence; 
(ii) Affect the rights of an individual; 
(iii) Award contracts or incur expenditure over £250,000. 

 
This will include: 
 

(i) A record of the decision including the date it was made; 
 

(ii) A record of the reasons for the decision; 
 

(iii) Details of any alternative options considered and rejected by the officer 
making the decision; and 
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(iv) A record of the name of any member of the Council who has declared an 

interest (for decisions taken under Rule 8.1 (a) (an express delegation) 
only). 

 
8.2 Any record prepared in accordance with Rule 8.1, together with any background 

papers considered by the officer and relevant to the decision shall be made 
available for public inspection. 
 

8.3 Rules 8.1 and 8.2 shall not apply to: 
 

 (a) Routine administrative and operational decisions; 
 

 (b) Decisions on operational matters such as day to day variations in services; 
 

 (c) Decisions if the whole or part of the record contains confidential or exempt 
information; and 
 

 (d) Decisions that are already required to be published by other legislation, 
provided the record published includes the date the decision was taken 
and the reasons for the decision. 
 

9. Background Papers 
 

9.1 List of Background Papers 
 

 The proper officer will set out in every report a list of those documents (called 
background papers) relating to the subject matter of the report which in their 
opinion: 
 

 (a) Disclose any facts or matters on which the report or an important part of 
the report is based; and 
 

 (b) Which have been relied on to a material extent in preparing the report; 
 

 (c) but does not include published works or those which disclose exempt or 
confidential information (as defined in Rule 11). 
 

9.2 Public Inspection of Background Papers 
 

 The Council will make available for public inspection for four years after the date 
of the meeting one copy of each of the documents on the list of background 
papers. 
 

10. Summary of Public’s Rights 
 

 A written summary of the public’s rights to attend meetings and to inspect and 
copy documents must be kept at and available to the public at the New Shire Hall, 
Alconbury Weald. 
 



 

The Constitution 
Part 4 – Rules of Procedure 

Part 4.2 – Access to Information Procedure Rules 
 

 
Part 4, Part 4.2, Access to Information Procedure Rules [effective from 18 October 2022] 

4-2, page 4 

11. Exclusion of Access by the Public to Meetings 
 

11.1 Confidential Information – Requirement to Exclude Public 

 The public must be excluded from meetings whenever it is likely in view of the 
nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings that 
confidential information would be disclosed. 
 

11.2 Exempt Information – Discretion to Exclude Public 

 The public may be excluded from meetings whenever it is likely in view of the 
nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the proceedings that 
exempt information would be disclosed. Information is only exempt if and so long 
as in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 
 

 Where the meeting will determine any person’s civil rights or obligations, or 
adversely affect their possessions, Article 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998 
establishes a presumption that the meeting will be held in public unless a private 
hearing is necessary for one of the reasons specified in Article 6. 
 

11.3 Meaning of Confidential Information 

 Confidential information means information given to the Council by a government 
department on terms which forbid its public disclosure or information which 
cannot be publicly disclosed by or under any enactment or by the order of a court. 
 

11.4 Meaning of Exempt Information 

 Exempt information means information falling within the following seven 
categories but subject to the conditions set out in Paragraph 11.5 and 
interpretation set out in Paragraph 11.6, below: 

  
 1. Information relating to any individual. 

 
2. Information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual. 
 
3. Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 

person (including the authority holding that information). 
 
4. Information relating to any consultations or negotiations, or contemplated 

consultations or negotiations, in connection with any labour relations matter 
arising between the authority or a minister of the Crown and employees of, 
or office holders under, the authority. 

 
5. Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could 

be maintained in legal proceedings. 
 
6. Information which reveals that the authority proposes 

 
(a) to give under any enactment a notice under or by virtue of which 

requirements are imposed on a person; or 
(b) to make an order or direction under any enactment. 
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7. Information relating to any action taken or to be taken in connection with the 

prevention, investigation or prosecution of crime. 
 

11.5 Conditions Relating to Exempt Information 

 1. Information falling within Paragraph 11.4 (3) above is not exempt information 
by virtue of that paragraph if it is required to be registered under: 

 (a) The Companies Act 1985; 
 

(b) The Friendly Societies Act 1974; 
 

(c) The Friendly Societies Act 1992; 
 

(d) The Industrial and Provident Societies Acts 1965 to 1978; 
 

(e) The Building Societies Act 1986; or 
 

(f) The Charities Act 1993 
 

 2. Information is not exempt information if it relates to proposed development for 
which the local planning authority may grant itself planning permission 
pursuant to regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General 
Regulations 1992. 

 3. Information which: 

(a) Falls within any of Paragraphs 11.4 (1-7) above; and 

(b) Is not prevented from being exempt by virtue of Sub-paragraph 1 or 2 
above. 

is exempt information if and so long, as in all the circumstances of the case, 
the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in disclosing the information. 

11.6  Interpretation of Exempt Information 
 

 In Paragraph 11.4 and 11.5: 

 "employee" means a person employed under a contract of service; 
 

 "financial or business affairs" includes contemplated, as well as past or current, 
activities; 
 

 "labour relations matter" means— 
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 (a) Any of the matters specified in paragraphs (a) to (g) of section 218(1) of 
the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992 (matters 
which may be the subject of a trade dispute, within the meaning of that 
Act); or 

(b)  Any dispute about a matter falling within Paragraph (a) above; 

 and for the purposes of this definition the enactments mentioned in 
paragraph (a) above, with the necessary modifications, shall apply in 
relation to office-holders under the authority as they apply in relation to 
employees of the authority; 

 "office-holder", in relation to the authority, means the holder of any paid office 
appointments to which are or may be made or confirmed by the authority or by 
any joint board on which the authority is represented or by any person who holds 
any such office or is an employee of the authority; 
 

 "registered" in relation to information required to be registered under the Building 
Societies Act 1986, means recorded in the public file of any building society 
(within the meaning of that act). 

  

12. Exclusion of Access by the Public to Reports 

 If the proper officer thinks fit, the Council may exclude access by the public to 
reports which in their opinion relate to items during which, in accordance with 
Rule 11, the meeting is likely not to be open to the public.  Such reports will be 
marked "not for publication" together with the category of information likely to be 
disclosed. 
 

13. The Forward Plan 
 

13.1 Every month the Council will publish a document which sets out, in respect of 
each key decision that will be taken on behalf of the Council:  
 

 (a) That a key decision is to be made on behalf of the Council; 

 (b) The matter in respect of which a decision is to be made; 

 (c) Where the decision maker is an individual, their name and title, if any, and 
where the decision maker is a body, its name and details of membership; 

 (d) The date on which, or the period within which, the decision is to be made; 

 (e) Where the decision relates to confidential or exempt information, as 
defined above, a statement that the decision will be made in private; 

 (f) A list of the documents submitted to the decision maker for consideration 
in relation to the matter; 

 (g) The address from which, subject to any prohibition or restriction on their 
disclosure, copies of, or extracts from, any document listed is available; 
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 (h) That other documents relevant to those matters may be submitted to the 
decision taker; and 

 (i) The procedure for requesting details of those documents (if any) as they 
become available. 

13.2 This notice will be known as the ‘Forward Plan’ and it will be published  
at least 28 days before any key decision set out in the document is due 
to be made. The Forward Plan will be available for inspection by the  
public at New Shire Hall, Alconbury and will be published on the Council’s  
website. 
 

13.3 Each service committee will publish every month a document which sets out each 
item to be considered by the said committee including key decisions published in 
the Forward Plan. 
 

14. General Exception 
 

 If 28 days’ notice of a matter which is likely to be a key decision has not been 
provided (via the Forward Plan) because the decision must be taken by such a 
date that it would be impracticable to defer it, then subject to Rule 15 (special 
urgency) and to the requirements of the Procedure for Taking Urgent Decisions at 
Part 4.4(a), the decision may still be taken if: 
 

 (a) The Monitoring Officer has been informed of the reasons for urgency, and 
is satisfied that the reasons satisfy the criteria for urgent decisions, and 
that the decision must be taken with less than 28 days’ notice; 
 

 (b) The Monitoring Officer has placed notification of the date and nature of the 
forthcoming decision and the reasons for urgency on the Council’s 
website; and 
 

 (c) At least five clear days have elapsed since the Monitoring Officer complied 
with conditions (a) and (b). 
 

 If the Monitoring Officer is not available to act, then the Chief Executive shall act 
in their place. 
 

15. Special Urgency  
 

 If by virtue of the date by which a decision must be taken Rule 14 (General 
Exception) cannot be followed, then the decision can only be taken if the decision 
taker (if an individual) or the chair of the body making the decision, obtains the 
agreement of the Chair of the Council, or in their absence the Vice-Chair will 
suffice. 
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16. Councillors’ Additional Rights  
 

 Attendance at Meetings 
 

 Part 4.4, Procedure Rules for Committees and Sub-Committee Meetings, set out 
the provisions that apply to councillors who wish to attend meetings of which they 
are not a member. 
 

 Access to Information 
 

 Councillors may request officers to provide them with any information they 
reasonably require to assist them in fulfilling their responsibilities as elected 
representatives. However, councillors may not be able to access information 
which in the opinion of the Monitoring Officer is in draft form, contains confidential 
or exempt information as defined in this section, or where disclosure would 
breach the provisions of the Data Protection Act. 
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Budget and Policy Framework Procedure Rules 
 
 

1.  The Framework for Decisions 
 

 The Council will be responsible for the adoption of its budget and policy 
framework as set out in Article 4. Once a budget or a policy framework is in place, 
it will be the responsibility of the Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee to implement it. 
 

2.  Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee Leads Process 
 

 (a) The Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee will publicise by 
including in the Forward Plan and on the Council’s website a timetable for 
making proposals to the Council for the adoption of any plan, strategy or 
budget that forms part of the budget and Policy Framework, and its 
arrangements for consultation after publication of those initial proposals. The 
Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee will ensure that the 
consultation process is adequate and allows for meaningful dialogue with 
those involved. 
 

 (b) At the end of that period, the Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee will then draw up firm proposals having regard to the responses to 
that consultation.  The Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee will 
take any response into account in drawing up firm proposals for submission 
to the Council. Its report to Council will reflect the comments made by 
consultees and the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee’s 
response. 

 
 (c) Once the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee has approved 

the firm proposals, the proper officer will refer them at the earliest opportunity 
to the Council for decision. 

 
 (d) In reaching a decision, the Council may adopt the Strategy, Resources and 

Performance Committee’s proposals, amend them, refer them back to the 
committee for further consideration, or in principle, substitute its own 
proposals in their place. 

 
 (e) If it accepts the recommendation of the Strategy, Resources and 

Performance Committee without amendment, the Council may make a 
decision which has immediate effect. Otherwise, it may only make an in-
principle decision.  In either case, the decision will be made on the basis of a 
simple majority of votes cast at the meeting. 

 
 (f) The decision will be published within one working day in accordance with 

Article 4 and notified to the Chair of the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee. 
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 (g) An in-principle decision will automatically become effective two working days 
from the date of the Council’s decision.  
 
 

3.  Decisions Outside the Budget or Policy Framework 
 

 (a) Subject to the virement provisions in the Financial and Contract Procedure 
Rules, committees of the Council and any officers, area committees or joint 
arrangements discharging Council functions may only take decisions which 
are in line with the budget and Policy Framework. If any of these bodies or 
persons wishes to make a decision which is contrary to the Policy 
Framework, or contrary to, or not wholly in accordance with, the budget 
approved by Full Council, then that decision may only be taken by the 
Council, subject to paragraph 4 below. 

 
 (b) If the committee and any officers, area committees or joint arrangements 

discharging Council functions want to make such a decision, they shall take 
advice from the Monitoring Officer and/or the Section 151 Officer as to 
whether the decision they want to make would be contrary to the Policy 
Framework, or contrary to or not wholly in accordance with the budget. If the 
advice of either of those officers is that the decision would not be in line with 
the existing budget and/or Policy Framework, then the decision must be 
referred by that body or person to the Council for decision, unless the 
decision is a matter of urgency, in which case the provisions in paragraph 4 
(Urgent Decisions Outside the Budget or Policy Framework) shall apply. 

 

4.  Urgent Decisions Outside the Budget or Policy Framework 
 

 (a) The Committee of the Council, officers, area committees or joint 
arrangements discharging Council functions may take a decision which is 
contrary to the Council’s Policy Framework or contrary to or not wholly in 
accordance with the budget approved by Full Council if the decision is a 
matter of urgency. However, the decision may only be taken: 

 
 (i) If it is not practical to convene a quorate meeting of the Full Council; and 

 
 (ii) If the Chair of the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee 

agrees that the decision is a matter of urgency. 
 

 The reasons why it is not practical to convene a quorate meeting of Full 
Council to the decision being taken as a matter of urgency must be noted on 
the record of the decision. In the absence of the Chair of the Strategy, 
Resources and Performance Committee the consent of the Chair of the 
Council and, in the absence of both, the Vice-Chair, will be sufficient. 
 

 (b) Following the decision, the decision taker will provide a full report to the next 
available Council meeting explaining the decision, the reasons for it and why 
the decision was treated as a matter of urgency. 
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5.  In-Year Changes to Policy Framework 
 

 The responsibility for agreeing the Budget and Policy Framework lies with the 
Council, and decisions by a committee of the Council, officers, area committees 
or joint arrangements discharging Council functions must be in line with it. No 
changes to any policy and strategy which make up the Policy Framework may be 
made by those bodies or individuals except those changes: 
 

 (a) Which will result in the closure, discontinuance or restriction of a service or 
part of service to meet a budgetary constraint (and shall be reported to the 
next Council meeting). 

 
 (b) Necessary to ensure compliance with the law, ministerial direction or 

government guidance (and shall be reported to the next Council meeting). 
 

 (c) In relation to the Policy Framework in respect of a policy which would 
normally be agreed annually by the Council following consultation, but where 
the existing policy document is silent on the matter under consideration (and 
shall be reported to the next Council meeting). 

 

6.  Decision Review Procedure of Decisions Outside the Budget or Policy 
Framework 
 

 The Part 4.7 – Decision Review Procedure sets out the provisions that apply to 
review of decisions taken by committees. 
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Procedure Rules for Committee and Sub-Committee Meetings 
 
 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 

These rules are designed to ensure meetings run smoothly and are conducted 
properly. The rules apply to all committees of the Council except for the following: 
 

(a) Pension Fund Committee and Investment Sub-Committee and Pension 
Fund Board (special Rules of Procedure and Standing Orders apply as 
shown in Part 3B-09 of the Constitution); 
 

(b) Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Health and Wellbeing Board (Standing 
Orders apply as shown in Part 3B-12 of the Constitution); 

 
(c) Joint Committees.  

 
So far as the law allows any of these rules may be suspended at any meeting, 
either for the whole meeting or for a particular item on the agenda. In order to 
achieve this, a motion must be moved and seconded and a vote carried. 
 

2. Arrangements for Meetings 
 

2.1 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
2.3 

The agenda and papers for meetings must be available at least five clear working 
days before the meeting. 
 
A special meeting is arranged if the chair of the relevant committee or any six of 
its members request such a meeting, or by the Monitoring Officer if they consider 
it necessary. 
 
The Monitoring Officer may, after consultation with the chair of the relevant 
committee, cancel a meeting, if they are satisfied that there is insufficient 
business to be transacted or if they are satisfied that this is the appropriate 
course of action. 
 

3. Chair of Meeting 
 

3.1 The person presiding at the meeting may exercise any power or duty of the chair. 
 

3.2 If any issues arise at a meeting in relation to interpretation of the procedure rules, 
the chair’s decision will be final. 
 

4. Quorum 
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 The quorum of a meeting will be one half of the whole number of voting 
members. During any meeting if the chair counts the number of members present 
and declares there is not a quorum present, then the meeting will adjourn 
immediately. Remaining business will be considered at a time and date fixed by 
the chair. If the chair does not fix a date, the remaining business will be 
considered at the next ordinary meeting. 
 

5. Order of Business 
 

 The order of business will usually be: 
 

(a) At the first meeting after the Annual Council meeting, appointing or noting 
the appointment of the chair and vice-chair of the committee; 
 

(b) The choice of a person to preside if the chair and vice-chair are absent; 
 

(c) Confirmation of the minutes of the last meeting of the committee; 
 

(d) Apologies for absence, including reasons; 
 

(e) Declarations of interest; 
 

(f) Business outstanding from the last meeting; 
 

(g) Reports for decision by committee; 
 

(h) Items requested by a councillor, which the relevant executive director or 
director, after consultation with the relevant spokes and the committee 
chair has agreed should be included on the agenda; 

 
(i) Reports for information if updating, at the specific request of the 

committee, progress of decisions previously agreed by a committee; 
 

(j) Training plan including figures for attendance at each training session; 
 

(k) Agenda plan (if applicable). 
 

 

6. Other Points Regarding the Order of Business 
 

 (a) At any time during the meeting the chair can adjourn the meeting; 
 

(b) The order of business can be varied at the discretion of the chair; 
 

(c) The minutes of ordinary meetings will not normally be confirmed at special 
meetings; 
 

(d) The meeting will adjourn for ten minutes approximately every two hours at 
an appropriate point. 
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7. Agenda Items Requested by Councillors 
 

 Any councillor who wishes an item relevant to the functions of a committee to be 
included on the agenda of that committee shall register a request with the spokes 
for that committee. The spokes will discuss the matter with the relevant executive 
director/director, who will consult with the committee chair, to determine whether 
the item should be included on the agenda of the next available or a subsequent 
meeting. 
 

8. Declarations of Interest  
 

8.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.3 
 
 
8.4 

 
 

Under the Localism Act 2011 and as part of the Code of Member Conduct, 
members are required by law to complete a declaration of disclosable pecuniary 
interests and non-statutory disclosable interests. If a member is at a meeting that 
is considering something in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest and 
that interest has not been registered, they must declare the interest and inform 
the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the meeting. 
 
Where any councillor has a disclosable pecuniary interest in any matter, they will 
declare it and leave the room in which the meeting is being held while the matter 
is under consideration unless: 
 

(a) The Monitoring Officer has granted them a dispensation; or 
 

(b) The matter is only under consideration by the meeting as part of a report of 
the minutes of a committee or sub-committee and is not itself the subject of 
debate. 

 
If the councillor has chosen to remain within easy reach, that councillor will be 
recalled by an appropriate officer before any further business is started. 
 
Any person or officer of the authority who is appointed to do anything in 
connection with the County Council which enables them to speak at meetings, 
will make the same disclosures of interests and will withdraw from the room in 
which the meeting is being held on the same occasions as they would have to do 
if they were a county councillor. This does not apply to members of the public 
who are entitled to speak at Planning Committee. 
 

9. Public Speaking at County Council Committees 
 

9.1 Public Speaking at County Council Committee Meetings 
 

 The County Council recognises the value that can be added by enabling 
contributions by the public to meetings of council committees and in order to 
facilitate this, the chair or the person presiding at a meeting of a council 
committee may, at their absolute discretion, grant permission to a member of the 
public to speak during the meeting.  
 

 Speakers will usually only be permitted to speak once in any debate and 
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speeches will usually be time limited to three minutes. Permission to speak may 
be refused if the anticipated contribution: 
 

(a) Is not relevant to the agenda items of the meeting; 
 
(b) Is substantially the same as a question which has been put at a meeting of 

the Council, a committee, or a sub-committee in the past six months; 
 
(c) Is illegal, improper, defamatory frivolous or offensive; 
 
(d) Requires the disclosure of confidential or exempt information; 
 
(e) Is from a provider the Council contracts with or chooses not to contract with 

unless unrelated to those specific contracts; 
 
(f) Relates to separate appeal, adjudication, litigation, mediation or dispute 

resolution; 
 
(g) Is about the conduct of individual councillors or employees; or 
 
(h) Is in multiple parts. 

  
In order to assist meeting organisers members of the public* wishing to speak at 
a committee meeting** are asked to make a request in writing no later than 12.00 
noon three working days before the meeting via letter to the Democratic Services 
Officer, Democratic and Members' Services, New Shire Hall, Alconbury Weald, 
PE28 4XA or via e-mail (this information is available at the bottom of the agenda 
front sheet) and provide the following details: 
 

(a) Name and contact details of the person making a comment or asking a 
question; 

 
(b) Details of the request to speak: The full text of the question to be asked or 

a list of the main points regarding a comment about a matter on the 
agenda.   

 
(Requests to speak received after the three day deadline may be permitted, at 
the discretion of the relevant committee chair.) 
 

9.2 Participating in a Committee Meeting 
 

 If registered to speak, members of the public should arrive at the venue (usually 
New Shire Hall) at least fifteen minutes before the start of the meeting and report 
to the Democratic Services Officer present. The register of speakers will be kept 
by Democratic Services and provided to the chair in advance of the meeting. No 
more than three speakers will normally be permitted per subject at a meeting 
(subject to the chair’s discretion). Only one question or comment may be allowed 
per speaker.   
 
When the meeting reaches the agenda item, the chair will ask the member of the 
public to speak. The member of the public is asked to behave appropriately for 
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the nature of the meeting and show courtesy and respect to everyone present. 
They should not make any remarks which are offensive, defamatory, insulting or 
discriminatory. The time limit to pose a question or make a comment will be three 
minutes for each speaker. The Democratic Services Officer will time each 
speaker to ensure that they do not exceed three minutes. The member of the 
public must cease speaking when so instructed by the chair. The chair may allow 
questions from committee members to the speaker for clarification only.   
 
The chair will deal with the question or statement, or request that an appropriate 
member or officer reply orally. If this is not possible, the member of the public will 
be provided with a written answer using the contact details provided within ten 
working days.   
 
If there should be a large number of requests for public speaking regarding one 
or more items on the agenda, the chair may take steps to ensure that the meeting 
can be conducted in an appropriate fashion; for example, move the agenda item 
to the beginning of the meeting or limit the number of speakers. If the chair 
should decide to limit the number of speakers, the Democratic Services Officer 
will ensure that all steps are taken to inform the “unsuccessful” speakers in 
advance and a written reply will be sent within ten working days after the 
meeting. 
 
This process does not apply to county councillors as their speaking rights as non-
committee members are covered under ‘Attendance of other County Councillors’ 
below. It also does not apply to employees of the Council except when acting as 
Trades Unions representatives or private individuals, as they have sufficient 
channels of communication, both internally and through their representative 
bodies.   
 

* For the purposes of this guide a “member of the public” is defined simply 
as anyone who lives or works in Cambridgeshire or is affected by a 
decision made in Cambridgeshire. 

 
** This procedure does not apply to meetings of Full Council and Planning 

Committee as these meetings have their own procedures. 
 

 

10. Petitions to Committees 
 

10.1 The Council will treat something as a petition if it is identified as being a petition, 
or if it seems to us that it is intended to be a petition and it meets the criteria set 
out in the Petition Scheme. The Petition Scheme is set out in full in the Council 
Procedure Rules (Constitution Part 4.1), and includes guidance on submitting 
petitions, on types of petition that the Council will and will not consider, and on 
what action the Council may take when it receives a petition.   
 
The following paragraphs relate to petitions that have been referred to one of the 
Council’s committees or sub-committees. 
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10.2 Speaking at Council/Committee Meetings 
 

 The petition organiser, or their nominee* will be able to speak at the meeting 
providing the following conditions are met: 
 

 (a) The petition must relate to the powers and duties of that committee / body. 
 

(b) The petition must be signed by at least 50 ‘local people’ ** who have an 
interest in the subject of the petition - the addresses of the signatories must 
be included for this purpose. Petitions with fewer than 50 signatures will 
still be considered but there is no right to speak. 

 
(c) The petition must be received by no later than 9.00 a.m. five working days 

before the meeting. 
 
(d) The petition must be accepted by the chair of the committee for 

presentation at the meeting. This is likely to be agreed unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. 

 
 * County councillors will not usually be allowed to speak to petitions under this 

procedure as they have other opportunities to make their views known. This 
may however be allowed where the councillor has a prejudicial interest 
preventing them from speaking to a report, or where the petition organiser or 
other representative of the petitioners is unable to attend the meeting. In these 
circumstances the chair of the meeting concerned will be consulted and asked 
to exercise their discretion to allow a county councillor to present the petition. 

 
** A ‘local person’ is anyone who lives, owns a business, or works in the area 

(business address to be recorded where appropriate), or who attends a school 
or college in the area at the time the petition is submitted. 

 
10.3 Process at the Meeting 

 

 Time for presenting a petition will be limited to three minutes. If there is an item / 
report on the agenda which relates to the petition, the petition organiser will 
usually be asked to make their presentation at the beginning of that item. Once 
they have spoken to the meeting, councillors may wish to ask them questions 
about the petition. The person presenting the petition will not be allowed to take 
part in the subsequent debate. If there is no relevant item on the agenda, 
petitions will usually be heard at the start of the meeting, but they will not usually 
be discussed. 
 

 Petition organisers will receive a written response from the chair of the meeting 
within ten working days of the meeting. 
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11. Consideration of Recommendations in Reports  
 

 Officers’ recommendations are deemed to be moved and seconded to facilitate a 
less bureaucratic approach to handling amendments. 
 

12. Motions not Requiring Prior Written Notice 
 

 The following motions can be moved and seconded orally to ensure meetings run 
smoothly and are conducted properly: 
 

(a) Appointment of a chair for the meeting in the absence of the chair and 
vice-chair; 
 

(b) Request to withdraw a motion; 
 

(c) That the matter be put to a vote; 
 

(d) That the meeting be adjourned; 
 

(e) Variation of the order of business; 
 

(f) Suspension of the Procedure Rules; 
 

(g) Exclusion of the public; 
 

(h) That a named councillor should not be heard further. 
 

13. The Rules of Debate 
 

13.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.2 
 
 

Speaking 
 
If a councillor wishes to speak they should indicate their intention by raising their 
hand. 
 
The chair will decide the order in which speakers will be heard. Any councillor 
who wishes to speak will be given the opportunity to do so unless any of the 
exceptions contained in these rules of debate apply. 
 
Councillors can speak for a maximum of five minutes, subject to any exceptions 
set out below, and the discretion of the chair. 
 
Councillors when speaking must address the chair. 
 
Councillors must speak strictly to the subject under discussion. 
 
Request for Adjournment 
 
Any councillor may at any time during a meeting request that the meeting be 
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13.3 

adjourned for up to one hour. The chair of the meeting has discretion to decide 
whether to agree the request and, if agreed, to determine the length of any such 
adjournment. 
 
Amendment and Alteration 
 
If the motion has been amended since the councillor last spoke, that councillor 
may move a further amendment to the motion. 
 
A motion may be altered with the consent of the meeting. The meeting’s consent 
will be signified without discussion. 
 

14. Points of Order and Personal Explanations 
 

 With the consent of the chair, any councillor may make a brief comment, ask a 
question designed to clarify a matter which has been raised, or indicate where 
they feel the procedure rules have not been followed. They may not introduce 
new material or make a speech on this. 
 
The chair’s ruling on this will be final and they may limit such exchanges to 
maintain the flow of debate. 
 

15. Amendments to Recommendations and Motions  
 

 (a) An amendment to a motion must be relevant to the motion and should not 
seek to introduce into the motion a new issue unrelated to the subject in 
the motion. It will either be: 
 

 (i) To refer the matter to an appropriate body or individual for 
consideration or reconsideration; 

 
 (ii) To leave out words; 

 
 (iii) To leave out words and insert or add others; or 

 
 (iv) To insert or add words. 

 
 As long as the effect of (ii) to (iv) is not to negate the motion. 

 
 (b) An amendment to a motion must be delivered to the Democratic Services 

Officer supporting the relevant committee in its draft form not later than 
noon two working days before the date of the meeting and its intended final 
form not later than noon one working day before the date of the meeting at 
which the motion is to be considered. If more than one amendment is 
received, amendments will be taken at the meeting in the order in which 
they were received by Democratic Services. 
 
If no withdrawal, confirmation or change is received by the Democratic 
Services Officer supporting the meeting, it will be assumed that the 
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amendment is to be considered in its initial form. 
 
No other amendment may be moved at the meeting except where the chair 
may permit, at their absolute discretion, in exceptional circumstances and 
to ensure the efficient or proper discharge of the Council’s business, a 
further amendment or amendments to be moved. 

 

 (c) Only one amendment may be moved and discussed at any one time. No 
further amendment may be moved until the amendment under discussion 
has been disposed of. 
 

 (d) If an amendment is not carried, other amendments to the original motion 
may be moved. 

 
 (e)  If an amendment is carried, the motion as amended takes the place of the 

original motion. This becomes the substantive motion to which any further 
amendments are moved. 

 
 (f) After an amendment has been carried, the chair will advise the meeting of 

the content of the amended motion before accepting any further 
amendments, or if there are none, put it to the vote. 

 
16. Bringing Debate to Early Closure 

 
 If the chair feels there has been sufficient discussion of the issue they may put 

the motion to the vote. 
 

17. Previous Decisions and Motions 
 

17.1 Motion to Rescind a Previous Decision 
 

 A motion or amendment to rescind a decision made at a meeting of the 
committee or sub-committee within the past six months cannot be moved unless 
a notice of motion is signed by at least half of members of the relevant committee 
or sub-committee.  
 

17.2 Motion Similar to One Previously Rejected 
 

 A motion or amendment in similar terms to one that has been rejected at a 
meeting of the committee or sub-committee in the past six months cannot be 
moved unless a notice of motion is signed by at least half of members of the 
relevant committee or sub-committee. Once the motion or amendment is dealt 
with, no one can propose a similar motion or amendment for six months.  
 

18. Voting 
 

18.1 
 
 

Votes in committee are to be determined by a show of hands. 
 
Where there is an equal number of votes for and against a motion the chair can 
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18.2 

exercise a second or casting vote. 
 
Recorded Vote 
 
A recorded vote will be taken if five or more councillors request it. The process 
will be as follows: 
 

(a) The names of all councillors will be called and the vote of each councillor 
recorded. 
 

(b) The chair will announce the result. 
 

(c) The minutes will record how each councillor voted. 
 

Any committee member can require, during the item of business that the minutes 
of the meeting record how they voted on any decision taken. 
 

19. Disorderly Conduct by Members 
 

19.1 If, at any meeting, any councillor in the opinion of the chair of the meeting 
misbehaves by persistently disregarding their ruling, or by behaving improperly or 
offensively, or by obstructing the business of the meeting, the chair may move 
‘that [the councillor named] should not be further heard’ and the motion, if 
seconded, will be voted on without discussion. 
 

19.2 If any councillor named continues the misconduct after a ‘should not be further 
heard’ motion has been carried, the chair: 
 

(a) May request the councillor to leave the meeting; or 
 

(b) May adjourn the meeting for any period considered necessary. 
 

In the event of a general disturbance which in the opinion of the chair makes 
business impossible, the chair may adjourn the meeting for any period 
considered necessary and/or order that the public leave. 
 

20. Disturbance by Public 
 

20.1 Removal of Member of the Public 
 

 If a member of the public interrupts proceedings, the chair will warn the person 
concerned. If they continue to interrupt, the chair will order their removal from the 
meeting room. 
 

20.2 Clearance of Part of Meeting Room 
 

 If there is a general disturbance in any part of the meeting room open to the 
public, the chair may call for that part to be cleared. 
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21. Photography and Audio Recordings of Meetings 
 

 The Council supports the principle of transparency and encourages filming, 
recording and taking photographs at its meetings that are open to the public. It 
also welcomes the use of social networking and micro-blogging websites to 
communicate with people about what is happening, as it happens. These 
arrangements will operate in accordance with a protocol agreed by the Chair of 
the Council and political group leaders. This protocol will be published on the 
Council’s website. 
 

22. Attendance of Other County Councillors 
 

 Any County councillor who wishes to attend a meeting of a committee or sub-
committee of which they are not a member will be entitled to do so. With the 
consent of the meeting they will be entitled to speak but not vote: 
 

(a) On any matter affecting their electoral division or its inhabitants; or 
 
(b) On an item which they have requested be included on the agenda in 

accordance with Procedure Rule 7. 
 
A county councillor who attends a meeting in this capacity will be entitled to 
remain in the meeting when a resolution excluding the public is in force. 
 
If a county councillor is unable to attend a committee meeting to speak on a  
matter affecting their electoral division or its inhabitants, a written statement  
may be read out on their behalf by another member of the committee. 
 
These provisions do not apply where a committee or sub-committee is exercising 
a function which is judicial in nature. 
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23. Substitution 
 

23.1 Substitution Procedure 
 
Substitute members may attend meetings in that capacity only: 
 

(a) To take the place of the ordinary member for whom they are the 
designated substitute. 

 
(b) After notifying the relevant Democratic Services Officer of the intended 

substitution before the start of the meeting. 
 
In the event of the ordinary member of the committee being present at the start of 
the meeting, the ordinary member may advise that the substitution shall not take 
effect. The membership of the committee shall be as constituted at the start of 
the meeting and substitution will not be permitted during the course of the 
meeting. 
 
Substitute members are eligible for allowances in accordance with the Council’s 
scheme of allowances as if they were appointed members of that committee. 
 

23.2 Powers and Duties 

 
 Substitute members, when substituting for an ordinary member of the committee, 

will have all the powers and duties of any ordinary member of the committee but 
will not be able to exercise any special powers or duties exercisable by the 
person they are substituting. 
 
When substituting for the chair/vice-chair of a committee, the substituted member 
will have the power and duties of any ordinary member, but not the additional 
duty of chair/vice-chair. 
 

24. Appointments to Committees 
 

 Any changes in a committee’s membership must be notified by the group leader 
or the majority of their group to the Democratic Services Manager no later than 
12.00 noon the working day before the relevant meeting.  
 
Democratic Services will ensure that all appointments to committees are reported 
to the next meeting of the appropriate committee. 
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The Procedure for Taking Urgent Decisions 
 

 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1 The Council’s constitution sets out who in the Council has authority to make 
decisions and the procedures for making those decisions. 
 

1.2 Sometimes events will occur which require decisions to be taken urgently.  
 

1.3 The Council needs to be able to respond quickly where failure to do so would not 
be in the public interest. 
 

1.4 The procedure for taking urgent decisions, which includes the taking of urgent key 
decisions, should only be used where failure to take the decision quickly would, or 
would be likely to, harm the interests of the Council and the public, for example: 

 
(a) A service not being provided; 

 
(b) The Council breaking the law or financial rules; 

 
(c) The public being put at serious risk of harm; 

 
(d) The Council suffering financial loss; 

 
(e) Consultation deadlines not being met; and/or 

 
(f) In the event of a major incident. 

 
1.5 The following are not suitable reasons for the use of the procedure: 

 
(a) Poor planning; 

 
(b) The possibility of embarrassment being caused to an officer or councillor; 

 
(c) The possibility of adverse publicity being caused to the Council; and/or 

 
(d) In order to circumvent the requirements of Financial Regulations without 

good cause and justification. 
 

2. Option A – Urgent Decisions by Committee 
 

2.1 Where the agenda for the relevant committee has been published, an urgent item 
may be added to the agenda if it meets the urgency criteria set out in paragraphs 
1.3 and 1.4 of this chapter. The chair of the committee will require an explanation 
before authorisation is given. 
 

2.2 Every effort must be made to circulate the urgent report to councillors at least 
24 hours before the meeting. 



 

The Constitution 
Part 4 - Rules of Procedure 

Part 4.4(a) – The Procedure for Taking Urgent Decisions 
 

 
Part 4, Part 4.4(a), The Procedure to Taking Urgent Decisions [effective from 18 July 2023] 

4-4a, page 2 

 
2.3 
 

The urgent report will be made available for public inspection as soon as possible. 
 

3. Option B – Calling an Additional Meeting 
 

3.1 The issue may be of such significance that it may be more appropriate to call an 
additional meeting. The procedure for calling additional meetings is set out in the 
Council Procedure Rules and the Procedure Rules for Committee and Sub-
Committee Meetings. 
 

4. Option C – Decision by the Chief Executive 
 

4.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Chief Executive may take a decision which is normally reserved to committee 
or another officer, where they believe that the decision is urgent, after first: 
 
(a) Taking into account the guidelines set out in paragraphs 1.3 and 1.4 of this 

chapter; and 
 

(b) Where possible, seeking the views of the following in respect of the proposed 
decision: 

 
(i) The Chair of the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee, 
 
(ii) The chair and the vice-chair of the relevant committee with authority 

to take the decision, and 
 
(iii) The leaders of all groups 
 
(iv) The Monitoring Officer. 

 
4.2 The Chief Executive will take into account any views they consider are relevant. 

The decision is the Chief Executive’s alone. 
 

4.3 The decision together with the reasons why it is urgent must be recorded in writing. 
The record of urgent decisions will be held by Democratic Services and will be 
made available for inspection. 
 

4.4 Following the decision, a report will be submitted to the next available relevant 
committee meeting explaining: 

 
(i) The decision; 

 
(ii) The reasons for it; and 

 
(iii) Why the decision was treated as a matter of urgency. 

 
4.5 In the absence of the Chief Executive, their responsibilities under this procedure 

will be delegated to a director and all references to the Chief Executive under this 
procedure will also apply to that person. 
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Financial and Contract Procedure Rules 
 

 

1.  Scheme of Financial Management 
 

1.1  The Section 151 Officer shall prepare, maintain and review the Council’s Scheme 
of Financial Management. 
 

1.2 The Scheme of Financial Management shall: 
 

 (a) include financial regulations that detail fully the responsibilities of officers in 
ensuring the proper administration of the Council’s financial affairs; 
 

 (b) include contract procedure rules that detail fully the responsibilities of officers 
in ensuring that contract procedures comply with legal requirements, achieve 
value for money, promote public accountability and deter corruption; 
 

 (c) be consistent with the Scheme of Delegation to Officers – and the associated 
financial limits – set out in Part 3D of this Constitution and the Budget and 
Policy Framework Procedure Rules and these Financial and Contract 
Procedure Rules. 
 

1.3 The financial regulations are shown in Annex 1; the contract procedure rules are 
shown in Annex 2. 
 

2.  Virement 
 

2.1 The budget framework will be expressed in four blocks of People and 
Communities; Place and Economy; Corporate Services; and Public Health. 
 

2.2  The Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee may authorise: 
 

 (a) unlimited budget virement within each block provided there is no change in the 
approved budget framework of the Council; 
 

 (b) budget virement between blocks up to a total in any one year of 1% of an 
individual block provided there is no change in the overall approved budget 
framework of the Council. 

 
2.3  The Council must determine virement within or between blocks associated with a 

change in the overall approved budget framework. 
 

2.4 Exceptions for which virement approval regulations do not need to be adhered to 
are: 
 

• When the purpose for which the funding will be used has not changed 
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• Following a pre-approved decision incorporated into the Business Plan as the 
result of a decision by the appropriate committee or by Full Council.  

 
2.5 Where the Section 151 Officer considers that any proposed virement causes a 

variation to existing policy, they may require the executive or service director to 
present a report to the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee setting 
out the reasons for the virement. 
 

2.6 An executive or service director may incur expenditure which is essential to meet 
any immediate needs created by a sudden emergency, subject to this action being 
reported immediately to the Chief Executive and the Section 151 Officer, and to 
the next Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee. 
 

2.7 When a sudden emergency arises, executive or service directors must keep a 
separate record of the essential expenditure incurred in connection with the 
emergency until advised by the Section 151 Officer that separate records are no 
longer required. 
 

3.  Financial Control 
 

3.1  Subject to the above virement rules, the Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee is accountable to the Council for ensuring there is no overspend on the 
five budget blocks. 
 

3.2  The Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee shall publish regular 
reports showing significant virements actioned and projected year-end spending 
compared to the approved budget. 
 

3.3 At the end of the financial year, any service outturn under or overspends will be 
balanced to the General Fund reserve. 
 

3.4 Where a committee wishes to take a course of action which has financial 
implications contrary to the advice provided by the Section 151 Officer, the Section 
151 Officer may submit a report to this effect to the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee. 
 

4.  Fees and Charges 
 

4.1 All scales and levels of charges shall be reviewed annually. 
 

5.  Trading Units 
 

5.1 Trading Units shall be defined annually within the budget framework. 
 

5.2  Trading Unit surpluses will be applied: 
 

 (a) Up to 50% may be retained by the Trading Unit for future investment in the 
business or for contingency purposes; 
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 (b) The balance shall be credited to the relevant budget block. 
 

5.3  Trading Unit deficits shall be met from their own contingency funds or surplus 
generated in the following year.  If losses cannot be so recovered the deficit shall 
be debited to the relevant budget block. 
 

6.  Tendering Requirements 
 

6.1  These requirements cover any arrangement under which the Council pays or 
receives money or equivalent value except a contract: 
 

 • of employment making an individual a direct employee of the Council; or 
 

 • to convey or acquire an interest in land (land transactions). 
 

6.2  The Contract Procedure Rules [see Annex 2] in the Scheme of Financial 
Management identify requirements for tendering and purchasing on behalf of the 
Council. 

 

7.  Exemptions 
 

7.1  Exemptions to the tendering requirements in these Financial and Contract 
Procedure Rules and/or to the requirements of the Contract Procedure Rules in 
the Scheme of Financial Management may be authorised: 
 

 (a) By officers only in accordance with the Scheme of Delegation to Officers set 
out in Part 3 of this Constitution and the detailed requirements of contract 
regulations in the Scheme of Financial Management; or 
 

 (b) In exceptional circumstances, by the Assets and Procurement Committee – 
any such decision may be a “key decision” in accordance with Article 12 of this 
Constitution. 
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Financial Regulations 
 

1.0 General Context 
  

1.1 These regulations are required by law and by the Council’s Constitution (Part 4.5 - 
Financial and Contract Rules, which is contained within Part 4 – Rules of 
Procedure). They detail the responsibility of officers in ensuring the proper 
administration of the Council’s financial affairs. 
 

1.2 The Section 151 Officer is designated under the Section 151 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 to be responsible for the proper administration of the 
Council’s financial affairs. They are also responsible under Section 114 of the 
Local Government Finance Act 1988 to report formally any instance of unlawful 
expenditure (potential or actual) to the authority’s members and external auditors. 

 
1.3 The regulations should be read in conjunction with the Scheme of Delegation to 

Officers (Part 3D, which is contained within Part 3 – Responsibility for Functions) 
including, in particular, the finance limits of delegated powers to executive 
directors (People Services, Public Health, Place and Sustainability, and Strategy 
and Partnerships), hereafter referred to as executive directors. 
 

2.0 Financial Control – General 
 
2.1 Each executive director must immediately inform the Section 151 Officer of any 

matters arising, decision or course of action or proposed decision, proposed 
course of action or entry of an item of account relating to their service directorate, 
which may give rise to a report under Section 114 of the 1988 Act (see Regulation 
1.2 above). 
 

2.2 The Statement of Financial Responsibilities (Appendix A) details the 
responsibilities and reporting, to conform with Sections 114 and 151, to be 
discharged by the following officers: 

 

(a) Chief Executive 
 

(b) Section 151 Officer 
 

(c) Executive directors (People Services, Public Health, Place & Sustainability 
and Strategy & Partnerships)  
 

(d) Service Director of Finance and Procurement, Head of Finance and 
Strategic Finance Managers 
 

(e) Service directors 
 

(f) Head of Internal Audit 
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This appendix also includes the delegated authority to the Strategy, Resources 
and Performance Committee. 
 

2.3 Each executive director shall ensure that all the documents that comprise the 
overall Scheme of Financial Management are observed throughout their service. 
Where a service wishes to operate more detailed schemes of local financial 
management, these must be consistent with Financial Regulations and be 
approved by the Section 151 Officer. Any such schemes are subsidiary to the 
overall Scheme of Financial Management, which takes precedence. Schemes of 
local financial management currently approved under this section are: 
 

− Education - Scheme of Financial Management for Schools 

 

2.4 No service shall: 
 
(a) Cause or allow its expenditure, whether of a revenue or capital nature, to 

exceed its financial allocation, including any subsequent variations made 
available to it; 
 

(b) Divert financial provision from one heading to another heading in the revenue 
estimates, or from one project to another in the capital estimates, except in 
accordance with the rules for virement as specified in the Finance 
Management Arrangements for Services (section 30.0). 

 
2.5 Each executive director is responsible for the control of workers and the security, 

custody and control of all other resources including plant, buildings (except where 
they are the responsibility of the Section 151 Officer), materials, cash and stores 
appertaining to their service. 
 

2.6 Financial and management responsibilities must be aligned, so that managers are 
responsible for the financial consequences of their decisions. A single budget 
manager must be assigned to each budget i.e. cost centre. The discharge of 
budget management responsibilities will be appraised through the Council’s 
scheme of performance management. 

 

3.0 Financial Systems / Records 
 

3.1 The Section 151 Officer is responsible for the operation of the County Council’s 
accounting system, the form of accounts and the supporting financial records. 

3.2 The ERP Gold system shall be the prime system upon which final assessments of 
financial performance shall be made, and statutory accounts, grant claims and 
budgets must be reported from data held on ERP Gold. Services must seek 
authorisation from the Section 151 Officer before implementing local financial 
systems and will use the Council’s ERP Gold system as the overall accounting 
record. The sole approved exception relates to schools, who are authorised to 
operate local bank accounts in accordance with the Council’s Scheme of Financial 
Management for Schools. 
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3.3 Services must reconcile any local accounting records to the Council’s central 
financial information system throughout the course of the financial year. 

 
3.4 All documents, invoices, etc., pertaining to transactions on central and local 

accounting systems must be retained in accordance with the requirements set out 
in Appendix B (Retention of Financial Records).  

 

4.0 Banking / Cash Management / Trust Funds 
 

4.1 The Section 151 Officer has delegated responsibilities for the treasury management 
function (management of debt and the borrowing and investment of money) and 
arranging and operating the Council’s banking facilities. This means that no other 
officers are empowered to open any kind of bank account, to invest or borrow any 
money, or to enter into any credit arrangement. The exception on bank accounts is 
where schools are given permission to open accounts in accordance with the 
Council’s Scheme of Financial Management for Schools. 
 

4.2 All of the Council’s bank accounts should be maintained in accordance with the 
Scheme of Operation approved by the Section 151 Officer. 

 
4.3 The County Council adopts the key recommendations of CIPFA’s Treasury 

Management in the Public Services: Code of Practice, as described in Section 4 of 
that code. 

 
Accordingly, the Council will create and maintain: 

 
(a) A treasury management policy statement, stating the policies and objectives of 

its treasury management activities. 
 

(b) Suitable treasury management practices, setting out the manner in which the 
Council will seek to achieve those policies and objectives, and prescribing how 
it will manage and control those activities. 

 
 The Council will receive reports on its treasury management policies, practices and 

activities, including, as a minimum, an annual strategy and plan in advance of the 
year, and an annual report after its close, in the form prescribed in its treasury 
management practices. 
 
The County Council delegates responsibility for the implementation and monitoring 
of administration of treasury management decisions to the Section 151 Officer, who 
will act in accordance with the organisation’s policy statement and treasury 
management practices, and CIPFA’s Standard of Professional Practice on Treasury 
Management. 

 
4.4 The Section 151 Officer has delegated responsibility for the management of trust 

funds. This covers all types of funds held on behalf of personal clients or charities, 
whether acting in the capacity of an appointee, a trustee, or a nominated receiver. A 
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record of all such arrangements must be held by relevant finance units and all 
related tax affairs must be dealt with expeditiously on the client’s behalf.  

 

5.0 Appraisal of New Capital Schemes / Projects 
 

5.1 Any new capital scheme or project costing more than £10,000 shall be appraised as 
to its financial, human resources, property and economic consequences before 
detailed budgetary provision is made. The appraisal should cover: 
 
(a) Objectives and outcomes; 

 
(b) Ongoing revenue impact over life of project; 

 
(c) Net present value; 

 
(d) Sensitivity to changes in key assumptions; 

 
(e) Analysis of options; 

 
(f) Analysis of risks and impact; 

 
(g) Statement of how project will be managed and reviewed; 

 
(h) Statement that project is affordable and funding source has been specified; 

 
(i) Whether the scheme is an ‘invest to save’ project; 

 
(j) An estimate of the full value of any capital receipt expected to be received (if 

applicable). 
 

5.2 This requirement applies to those projects which arise from a change in policy, or 
which will result in a change in working practice or a change in the method of 
service delivery. 
 
Project justifications for capital schemes will be prioritised within the framework and 
assessment process as set out in the Council’s Capital Strategy. In order to 
complete the above appraisal, a business case must be completed for each capital 
project, which will be approved by the relevant finance business partner and then 
considered by the Capital Programme Board. The business case must be approved 
by the Board before the project can be included in the service’s capital programme 
and presented to the relevant service committee for approval. 

 
5.3 The Section 151 Officer has delegated power to approve new capital bids, provided 

that the amount does not exceed a fixed sum of £250k (in line with the capital 
virement thresholds detailed in appendix H).  
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6.0 Financial Control – Capital 
 

6.1 The inclusion of an item in a service block’s approved capital programme shall 
confer authority on the relevant executive director to incur that expenditure provided 
that: 
 
(a) The scheme has been appraised in accordance with Regulation 5. 

 
(b) Where the scheme is to be financed from earmarked funds from government, 

approval to capital expenditure has been obtained from the relevant 
government department; 
 

(c) The method of financing has been determined; 
 

(d) Budget provision exists to meet any revenue consequences; 
 

(e) Property transactions do not exceed the values set out in the Scheme of 
Delegation to Officers (Part 3D, see A5, A6 – which is contained within Part 3 
– Responsibility of Functions). 

 
6.2 Budgets that trade have no power to borrow externally to meet capital expenditure 

requirements. Any expenditure arising must be financed directly from revenue or 
from accumulated reserves or via internal borrowing arrangements agreed by the 
Section 151 Officer. 
 

6.3 The Section 151 Officer has delegated power to sanction any virement between 
capital schemes, provided that the amount does not exceed a fixed sum (as 
detailed in Appendix H).  

 
6.4 Only in exceptional circumstances and where the proposals are incapable of being 

met within the existing provision, may supplementary capital estimates be sought 
from the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee. Any such request must 
be prepared in consultation with, and with the agreement of, the Section 151 
Officer. A report shall be made by the relevant executive director and the Section 
151 Officer to the Capital Programme Board and the Council’s Corporate 
Leadership Team before any request for a supplementary estimate is put to the 
Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee. The Section 151 Officer has 
delegated power to approve supplementary capital estimates, provided that the 
amount does not exceed a fixed sum of £250,000 (in line with the capital virement 
thresholds detailed in Appendix H).  

 

7.0 Appraisal of New Revenue Schemes / Projects 
 

7.1 Any new revenue scheme or project shall be appraised as to its financial, human 
resources, property and economic consequences before detailed budgetary 
provision is made. The appraisal should cover: 
 
(a)   Project approach; 



 

The Constitution 
Part 4 – Rules of Procedure 

Part 4.5 – Financial and Contract Procedure Rules 
Annex 1 – Scheme of Financial Management 

 
 

 
Part 4, Part 4.5-1, Scheme of Financial Management [effective from 18 July 2023] 

4.5-1, page 8 

 
(b)   Resource requirements; 
 
(c) Cost and savings; 
 
(d) Risks and issues; 
 
(e) Project impact (including community impact assessment); 
 
(f) Delivery options; 
 
(g) Net revenue impact each year over life of project; 

 
(h) Statement of how project will be managed and reviewed. 
 

The appraisal is to be approved by the relevant finance business partner.  
 

7.2 This requirement applies to those projects which arise from a change in policy, or 
which will result in a change in working practice or a change in the method of 
service delivery. 
 

8.0 Financial Control – Revenue 
 

8.1 The inclusion of an item in a service block’s approved revenue estimates for the 
financial year shall confer authority to incur that expenditure. 
 

8.2 No expenditure may be incurred that cannot be met from the amount provided 
under the relevant head of the approved estimate, or by an approved virement, 
without the approval of the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee. This 
regulation applies equally to any proposed reduction in income. 

 
8.3 Supplementary estimates require the prior approval of the Strategy, Resources and 

Performance Committee. These may only be requested in exceptional 
circumstances where the proposals are incapable of being absorbed within 
approved financial provision or deferred to a later year. Any such request must be 
prepared in consultation with, and with the agreement of, the Section 151 Officer. A 
report shall be made by the relevant executive director and the Section 151 Officer 
to the Council’s Corporate Leadership Team before any request for a 
supplementary estimate is put to the Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee. 
 

Virement 
 

8.4 The overall rules on virement are set out in the Financial and Contract Rules (Part 
4.5, which is contained within Part 4 – Rules of Procedure). The Section 151 Officer 
has delegated power to sanction any virement between the main revenue budget 
headings in a service block, provided that the amount does not exceed a fixed sum, 
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currently £175,000. Main budget headings are defined as the objective analysis of 
expenditure incorporated in the published budget report for each service block.  
 

8.5 Where a virement between heads of expenditure is such as to impose a revenue 
burden in future financial years, the annual cost of the proposed expenditure shall 
be financed from within the relevant service directorates’ base budget unless 
additional finance has been provided in future years. 

  
8.6 The transfer of directorate-based funds from reserves to revenue must be approved 

in accordance with the rules for virement as specified in the Finance Management 
Arrangements for Services (Section 30). 

 

9.0 Trading Activity 
 

9.1 Services that trade both internally and externally are treated like any other revenue 
budget, whereby the expectation is any expenditure incurred must not exceed the 
funding available i.e. their income. If a traded unit realises a surplus or deficit at 
year-end, consideration must be given to whether this is absorbed within the 
relevant service’s budget block, or is retained by the traded unit and managed 
through longer term service planning. Where a surplus or deficit is realised, the 
service can request that part or all of the balance be retained if clear rationale is 
provided for its use (or management in the case of a deficit), and this is identified 
within the traded unit’s future business plans via the submission of a business case. 
 

9.2 The only distinction with ‘trading units’ is in terms of annual returns and planning 
purposes where the Service Reporting Code of Practice (SERCOP) guidance is to 
be followed. A section is defined as a Trading Unit for this purpose where it meets 
one of the five criteria set out in Appendix C. 

 
9.3 At year-end the reporting requirement for Statement of Accounts (SoA) states that 

any external trading must be reported separately within the Income & Expenditure 
Account with an appropriate disclosure note. Therefore, where a budget trades both 
internally and externally, the external element needs to be separately identifiable. 

 
9.4 Further guidance for managers whose budget has a significant reliance on external 

income can be found in Appendix D. 
 
9.5 Budgets that trade and rely solely on their income generation to fund their 

expenditure are recharged a corporate overhead charge based on the marginal 
cost of their activity. Appendix E shows a summary of the corporate services for 
which these budgets are charged for in this way. 

 
9.6 Budgets that trade must not compete for work with other internal providers; they 

are, however, allowed to compete for external work, subject to the prior approval of 
the Section 151 Officer and the Monitoring Officer (considerations to be considered 
before taking on external contracts are detailed in Appendix D). In addition, services 
that undertake work outside the normal responsibilities of the Council, i.e. for 
external customers, must inform the Council’s Section 151 Officer in advance of 
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submitting an offer to carry out such work and must obtain such insurance cover as 
the Head of Insurance prescribes. 

 
9.7 Each budget manager who is responsible for a budget that trades should 

continually monitor the trading performance of their unit and immediately alert the 
relevant executive director and the Section 151 Officer should doubts about the 
financial performance of the unit emerge. The budget’s financial results, outturn 
projections, and explanations of significant variances from the original plan are to 
be reported by Finance to the relevant policy and service committee quarterly.  

 

10.0 Fees and Charges 
 

10.1 Financial and Contract Procedure Rules require that all scales and levels of 
charges must be reviewed annually. All executive directors in the consultation with 
the Section 151 Officer shall agree a schedule of proposed fees and charges for the 
financial year. Revised fees and charges should be presented to respective service 
committees each year; any changes to this schedule should be approved via the 
Fees and Charging Request Template (see Appendix J). An overall schedule of 
fees and charges for discretionary charges will be maintained by the Section 151 
Officer and will be published on the Council’s website. 
 

10.2 The Business Planning process will assume that all fees and charges are increased 
in line with the latest inflation indices, therefore any charges not increased in line 
with inflation will create a revenue pressure that will need to be absorbed within the 
cash limit for that service block.  

 

11.0 Partnerships 
 

 11.1 Before entering into a partnership the respective manager should consult the 
Partnership Governance Advice & Guidance. This guidance aims to improve the 
governance of any partnership you get involved in.  

 

12.0 Debt Policy 
 
Introduction 
 

12.1 The Debt Policy is issued by the Section 151 Officer for Cambridgeshire County 
Council in accordance with the Council Constitution. They are corporate procedures 
and will be followed by all parties involved in the recovery of monies owed to the 
County Council. 
 

12.2 Variations and exceptions to this policy can only be approved by the Section 151 
Officer. Where leasehold or tenancy agreements prescribe, alternative debt 
recovery arrangements are in place and are managed by the Property Service 
Area. 
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12.3 Departments must use upfront payments in all appropriate circumstances for all 
services provided before issuing invoices to minimise the potential for debts to 
occur. 

 
12.4 All invoices issued by departments must be raised in the ERP system either directly 

or via an interface feed from a line of business system within a maximum period of 
14 days from the date the service commenced / was delivered. Invoice raising 
should be in accordance with the prescribed procedure ensuring that where 
appropriate customer purchase order numbers are shown. Once the invoice is 
recorded in the ERP system the credit will be posted to General Ledger. The 
management information produced from General Ledger will, therefore, reflect the 
Council’s accounting policy. 

 
12.5 The Section 151 Officer will arrange for the debt to be collected through the Lead 

Authority Debt Team (hereafter referred to as ‘the debt team’). Raising an invoice 
should lead to payment being received, however the relevant collections team will 
chase all unpaid invoices in line with the approved Debt Policy and Collections 
Process.  

 

Payment and Credit Terms 
 

12.6 Payment terms for accounts raised are determined by the raising department and 
will typically be either immediate or thirty days. Customers already on direct debit 
will have 19-day payment terms. If any other payment terms are required these 
must be presented to the Section 151 Officer, with a business case, to seek 
agreement prior to the issuance of an invoice. Monies owed are considered to be a 
debt once the payment due date has expired. 
 

12.7 If Cambridgeshire County Council have had no dealings with a customer before or if 
the customer has a record of poor payment then consideration should be given to 
requesting payment before the goods or service are supplied. A paid invoice can be 
supplied after the event, if required.  
 
This section will not apply to debts accrued as a result of community care services 
provided as a result of an Adult Social Care community care assessment. 
 

12.8 Late Payment Interest: Under the “Late Payment of Commercial Debts (Interest) Act 
1998” the Council is entitled to claim statutory interest at the Bank of England plus 
8% for the late payment of commercial debts. The legislation also allows for the 
charging of a fixed sum depending on the amount of the debt on top of the interest. 
Any such costs, which may be recovered will be credited against corporate debt 
recovery costs and loss of interest and will not be credited to departmental budgets. 
 
In certain circumstances, Adult Social Care may authorise a deferred payments 
scheme in line with the Care Act 2014 legislation. The debt is not invoiced in the 
ERP system under this scheme and any queries should be directed to the Financial 
Assessments Service.  
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Invoicing 
 

12.9 The ERP system contains customer name and address information for raising 
invoices, however, it is the responsibility of departments to ensure that the 
information is correct and up to date before raising an invoice. Departments should 
also include phone numbers and email addresses when requesting a new customer 
be created or updating an existing customer record as this data is vital in assisting 
with any debt recovery activity that may need to be undertaken. 
 

12.10 If an original invoice over £100 is returned due to an incorrect address the debt 
team will instigate a customer trace with any costs incurred charged to the 
originating department.  
 

12.11 If the invoice is under £100 it will be cancelled and the department informed. When 
a new address is known a new invoice will need to be raised by the department. 
Details on customer set up and maintenance and how to raise an invoice can be 
found on the Council intranet. 

 
12.12 It is important that invoices are raised in respect of all debts as soon as the service 

has been provided or any liability incurred. Invoices must be accurate and they 
must not be speculative. They must be entered into the ERP system without delay. 

 
Where the Council is in a contractual situation and stage payments are made a 
request for payment should be issued in the first instance. An invoice should only 
be raised once agreement has been reached on the amount to be paid. If an order 
has been part completed, consider raising an invoice for this part of the work, 
particularly if there will be a delay before completing the order and/or the order is 
large. 

 
12.13 Invoices produced by the Accounts Receivable Team will not be returned to 

departments upon printing, nor will attachments be sent out with invoices. The most 
practical approach is to send correspondence or attachments under separate cover, 
preferably via email and say that an invoice will follow.  
 

12.14 Departments are advised not to raise official invoices for amounts below £50 as the 
cost of collection will outweigh the income being collected. In these circumstances 
departments should collect payment before goods/services are delivered. 

 
N.B. Where the supply is liable to VAT the debtor has a right to request either a 
VAT invoice or a VAT receipt. This right will normally only be taken up by a VAT 
registered trader. 
 

12.15 If a debt has arisen as the result of an overpayment to a creditor, the first 
consideration should be given to deducting monies from further payments due, 
however if this is not possible then an invoice should be raised without delay. 
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Allocation of Payments 
 

12.16 Payments received will be allocated against their respective invoice providing the 
customer has clearly specified which invoice the payment relates to. Unallocated 
payments will be held on the customer’s account until it becomes clear which 
invoice it relates to. Some payments may get allocated against the oldest debt or 
against collection costs such as fees, costs and interest. 
 

12.17 Where departments are asked for assistance in identifying unidentified cash they 
should respond within ten working days. Any unidentified cash, unapplied after six 
months, will be transferred into central funds. If this is subsequently identified prior 
to year-end closure, then a transfer to the departmental budget may be effected. 

 

Debt Collection Timetable 
 

12.18 Departments raising invoices are responsible for ensuring customers are aware of 
the payment terms and that the customer has the capacity to pay prior to an invoice 
being issued. The following process is only applied to invoices that have not been 
paid by the due date. 
 
The debt collection process will commence four days after the invoice due date (to 
allow for any payment made right on the due date to clear and be applied) unless it 
in excess of £5,000 in which case a telephone call will be attempted prior to the due 
date (providing telephone contact details have been provided and resources allow). 
The timetable below may alter depending on the individual circumstances of 
specific cases and if the customer makes or is in contact with the debt team (or 
department), for example, raising or resolving a dispute. 
.  
Due date + 4 days - if no response or payment has been received, the customer is 
issued with a first reminder requesting payment. 
 
Due date + 12 day - if no response or payment has been received, the customer is 
issued with a final notice demand for payment. 
 
Due date + 22 days - if no response or payment has been received, the customer is 
issued with a formal letter before action stating that the Council will look to 
commence legal proceedings if payment is not received within the next ten days. 
 
Due date + 34 days - the debt will be assessed using the debt recovery strategy to 
determine what action will be taken next.  
 
For all debts in excess of £500 attempts will be made to contact the customer by 
phone to discuss non-payment and make acceptable arrangements for the invoice 
to be paid, e.g. payment in full, set up a payment schedule. If no agreement can be 
reached or contact made then either legal action will commence or the debt will be 
referred to an external collection agent (subject to any additional assessment for 
ASC debts). 
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For all debts between £250 and £500, where resources allow, attempts will be 
made to contact the customer by phone to discuss non-payment and make 
acceptable arrangements for the invoice to be paid, e.g. payment in full or set up a 
payment schedule. If no agreement can be reached or contact made, then the debt 
will be referred to an external collection agent (subject to any additional assessment 
for ASC debts). Legal action will only be considered in exceptional circumstances 
as the cost of the action will quickly outweigh the value of the invoiced debt. 
 
Debts under £250 will be referred to external debt collections agents if they remain 
unpaid after 34 days. 
 
At all times, the debt team will adopt a fair and reasonable approach towards the 
customer taking account of their circumstances and ability to pay. Any disputes with 
customers and/or departments that cannot be resolved by the debt team will be 
escalated initially to the Credit Control Service Manager for a decision. If agreement 
cannot be reached, a referral to the Lead Authority Head of Finance Operations and 
Council’s Section 151 Officer will be made whose decisions will be final. 
 
Often the threat of action plus the formal nature of the request is sufficient to at 
least prompt a response from the customer.  
 

Securing Debt Arrangements 
 

12.19 Any request to pay by instalments must be referred to the debt team who will 
contact the debtor to obtain details of their income/expenses and offer. The debt 
team alone will have the delegated powers to accept or reject any offer made. If the 
offer is not considered reasonable then they will inform the debtor and try to 
negotiate a better offer, however they may refer the debt to external collection 
agencies or for legal action if no better offer is forthcoming. 
 
If a debtor fails to honour an instalment payment they will be contacted and 
reminded that a missed payment means that the whole of the debt becomes 
immediately due and normal recovery procedures will be applied. 
 

12.20 Where invoices have been raised in the ERP system and the debt is subsequently 
secured by a charge on a property, the collections team might not chase the debt, 
subject to sufficient equity being proven. It is essential to have a legal charge over 
the property and not just a promise of payment against a future sale, as without a 
legal charge the team is powerless to enforce payment. The debt team will make 
the necessary enquiries in conjunction with Pathfinder Legal Services will ensure 
any security held is valid. 
 

12.21 If notification of a firm/individual going into receivership/liquidation /bankruptcy is 
received, it should be forwarded to the debt team who will check for outstanding 
debts. If there are any and they have already been referred to Pathfinder Legal 
Services then the debt team will call these cases/debts back together with any 
correspondence from the receivers/liquidators for them to manage appropriately 
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and deal with the receivers/liquidators. If there are outstanding debts that have not 
been referred to Pathfinder Legal Services, the debt team will deal with the receiver 
/liquidators. 

 

Debts Referred to External Collection Agents and Legal 
 

12.22 Only debts that have been identified via the debt recovery strategy as viable will be 
referred to external collection agents or Pathfinder Legal Services to commence 
action. The debt team will contact the issuing department, if required, for any 
documentation necessary to complete the submission pack to these agents and 
Pathfinder Legal Services.  
 
If a department wishes to refer a debt that failed the viability test under the debt 
recovery strategy, then it can submit a request detailing the reasons why legal 
action should be taken to the Lead Authority Head of Finance Operations for 
consideration. They will consult with Pathfinder Legal Services and, if the 
conclusion is that legal action is not appropriate, they will refer the debt back to the 
originating department. Appeals on decisions will be considered by the Council’s 
Section 151 Officer whose decision shall be final. 
 
Once the debt has been referred to Pathfinder Legal Services, the debt team will 
monitor progress and costs on a monthly basis. Pathfinder Legal Services will refer 
general queries to the debt team except where authority to incur additional costs 
over those anticipated in obtaining judgment is required, in which case they will 
contact the invoice-issuing department direct.  
 
If at any stage in the process Pathfinder Legal Services consider there is no 
prospect of recovery or that it is not cost effective to continue the action they will 
notify the department and return the debt to the relevant collections team for referral 
to an outside collection agency or write off. 
 
If Pathfinder Legal Services agrees an instalment plan with a debtor, then once one 
payment has been received the debt will be passed back to the relevant collections 
team to monitor receipt of future agreed instalments. 
 

12.23 Legal proceedings result in the Council incurring additional costs. The Council’s 
policy is that the legal costs should be included in the claim against the customer. 
Any legal costs that are not recovered from the customer will be charged back to 
the department who originated the invoice. 
 
Any commission costs accrued for recovering debt through the external collection 
agent will be charged centrally on a monthly basis. 
 

Enquiries from Customers 
 

12.24 If a customer queries the validity of an invoice with the debt team then the invoice 
will be placed on hold and the query referred back to the originating department. If a 
debtor raises the same type of query directly with the originating department, the 
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department must immediately notify the relevant debt team so that the invoice may 
be placed on hold. 
 
Once a query has been raised the originating department must reply to the 
customer within five working days. If the debt team does not hear from the 
originating department they will assume the query has been resolved and debt 
collection activity will recommence. 
 
Copies of all correspondence (and details of telephone conversations) must be sent 
to the debt team weekly as they are responsible for maintaining the debt history and 
will need to pass all relevant papers, including copies of correspondence, to 
Pathfinder Legal Services if the debt is referred. 
 

Disputes – Invoices Placed ‘On Hold’ 
 

12.25 Where an invoice has been queried and placed on hold the originating department 
must keep the debt team informed of progress. If the query cannot be answered 
within the five day limit, the originating department must give the relevant debt team 
an indication of when the query will be settled. The originating department has a 
maximum of fifteen working days from the date of query to resolve the matter. 
 
If the originating department cannot resolve the query within this extended period 
they must request the invoice remain on hold for a further specified period of time. If 
no extension has been requested the invoice will be taken off hold and normal debt 
collection activity will re-commence. 
 

12.26 The Head of Finance Operations can decide to cancel any invoice that is on hold 
where queries are not being progressed as follows: 
 
(a) Debts below £1,000 will be cancelled via credit note and charged back to the 

originating department. 
 

(b) Debts above £1,000 or over will be reported monthly to the Head of Finance 
for review / action. 

 

Cancelling an Invoice 
 

12.27 Once an invoice has been printed it must not be changed or cancelled. If it is 
subsequently found to be incorrect, a credit note must be raised in the ERP system 
to either cancel the complete invoice or part thereof. These should be generated by 
the invoice originating department via the ERP system. 
 

12.28 It should be noted that this relates only to those circumstances where the debt, as 
raised, is incorrect or unsubstantiated. If cancellation is required in other 
circumstances the invoice must be written off (see the Write Off section for further 
details). Care should be taken in raising invoices to ensure that the need for 
cancellations is kept to a minimum. 
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Write Off 
 

12.29 An invoice that remains outstanding after collection action will be subject to a write 
off process. Authority to write off the debt rests with the collections team subject to 
the delegated limits detailed below. 
 

12.30 Delegation for Write Off 
 

Following appropriate consultation with senior officers in the departments that own 
debt, write-offs shall be processed by the collections team in line with these 
delegation levels: 
 
Debts over £25,000 
 

Debts over £25,000 will be reported to the respective committee. The Head 
of Finance Operations will prepare details of any such debts for the Section 
151 Officer to seek authority of the respective committee to write off. 

 
Debts £500 to £25,000 
 

Each month the Head of Finance Operations will prepare schedules by 
department of debt recommended for write off for authorisation by the 
Section 151 Officer. The schedules will include the reason for requesting a 
write off and confirmation that the collections process has been exhausted 
and confirmation from a departmental senior officer from the service area to 
the write off. 
 

Debts below £500 
 

Each month the debt team manager will prepare schedules by department of 
debt recommended for write off for authorisation by the service manager. 
The schedules will include the reason for requesting a write off and 
confirmation that the collections process has been exhausted. 
 

12.31 The finance business partners in each department will be provided a copy of the 
appropriate schedules for information, of those debts to be written off. 
 

12.32 Write offs will be charged in accordance with the Write Off Accounting Policy as 
determined by the Section 151 Officer. The current policy will be to write off back to 
the original invoice or equivalent codes irrespective of the financial year the invoice 
was raised in. 

 
12.33 If payment is received after an account is written off the write off will be reversed 

(up to the value of the receipt) and the cash applied to the original account within 
the ERP system providing this occurs within the same financial year. If this occurs 
in a subsequent financial year the payment will be considered a fortuitous gain and 
no reversing entries will be undertaken in the ERP system. 
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12.34 The full Debt Policy, including the collections process, can be found in the Lead 
Authority Collections Policy. 
 

13.0 Audit 
 

13.1 To comply with the Accounts and Audit Regulations (2015) the Council must ensure 
that it has a sound system of internal control that helps it perform its functions and 
achieve its aims and objectives; ensures the financial and operational management 
of the authority is effective; and includes effective arrangements for the 
management of risk. 
 

13.2 Under the Scheme of Delegation, the Head of Internal Audit shall: 
 

(a) Maintain an adequate and effective internal audit of all the activities of the 
Council. 
 

(b) Have authority to visit all services, establishments and Trading Units of the 
Council and have a right of access, at all times, to such documents, other 
records, computer systems, and Council property as appears to them 
necessary for the purpose of the audit. 

 
(c) Be entitled to require from any officer such information and explanation as 

they think necessary to satisfy themselves on any matter. 
 
13.3 Each executive director shall bring immediately to the notice of the Head of Internal 

Audit and/or Section 151 Officer any suspected or apparent financial irregularity 
affecting the Council. If the irregularity is confirmed, the Chief Executive shall be 
advised. 
 

13.4 Internal Audit shall examine arrangements to ensure standards of internal control 
are adequate.  

 
13.5 Attention is drawn to the statutory role of the Council’s external auditors, which 

involves the same rights of access and entitlement as those set out for Internal 
Audit in Regulation 13.2. 
 

14.0 Risk Management and Insurance Strategy 

 

14.1 The Head of Internal Audit has delegated powers to establish and maintain a 
systematic strategy, framework and processes for managing risk. Part of the 
strategy is to identify the risks facing the organisation and analyse what types of 
protection are required to manage adverse risks.  

 
14.2 Effecting insurance is one element of that strategy for the limited range of risks, 

including damage to assets and potential civil liability, which can be underwritten by 
insurance policies and give a measure of financial protection.  
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14.3 This strategy does not obviate the need for each executive director to manage all 
forms of business and operational risk in connection with the running of their 
services and activities. 

 

Insurance Programme 
 

14.4 The Head of Insurance in consultation with the Section 151 Officer, has delegated 
powers on behalf of all services to effect and manage insurance cover for specific 
risks and to decide what is the most appropriate package of internal (self-funded) 
and external insurance. This statement must be qualified by noting that school 
governing bodies are able to exercise choice over how they purchase insurance 
(subject to meeting minimum standards and limits of indemnity laid down by the 
Council) and are not bound to remain within the centrally arranged insurance 
policies or self-funded provisions if they wish to effect separate arrangements. The 
County Council’s rights and interests must be named on all insurance policies held, 
irrespective of who has made the original arrangements. 
 

14.5 For centrally arranged policies, the Head of Insurance is responsible for preparing 
specifications, obtaining quotations, procuring cover, negotiating claims and 
maintaining the necessary records in line with the insurance strategy and for 
ensuring that the contracting process is conducted in accordance with the 
prescribed requirements. 

 
14.6 The Head of Insurance or their nominee shall make contractual arrangements with 

specialist advisers, including insurance brokers, financial actuaries, loss adjusters, 
solicitors and insurance companies as necessary in respect of all insurance matters 
involving the centrally arranged policies and self-funded arrangements. 

 
14.7 The Head of Insurance shall keep a register of all insurance policies held and a full 

record of what property and risks are covered thereby. 
 
14.8 A brief statement of the main policies taken out by the Council is given below. A 

budget manager must contact the Lead Authority Insurance Team if they think 
additional cover may be required. This will help protect the council from the risk of 
buying insurances that are unnecessary, too costly, not with the insurers who are 
appropriate, and avoid duplication of existing insurance arrangements. 

 
Centrally arranged policies are: 

 
(a) Fire and associated risks for all buildings which the Council owns, or for which 

it has accepted legal responsibility by way of a lease or licence. 
 

(b) All public and employers' liabilities, including libel and slander, professional 
indemnity, officials' indemnity and land charges. 
 

(c) Personal accident cover for risk of assault on employees of the County Council 
and for injury to Council members and authorised volunteers. 
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(d) Motor vehicles – comprehensive cover on all County Council vehicles, 
together with contingent liability cover for use of privately owned vehicles used 
on official business. 
 

(e) Pecuniary loss (money, fidelity guarantee and cheques indemnity). 
 

(f) Costs of reinstatement and recovery of ICT infrastructure and systems. 
 
The Head of Insurance should be contacted at: insurance@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
if further details are required such as the actual policy number, name of the current 
underwriters or any other information on the scope of cover or policy terms and 
conditions. 
 

14.9 Enquiries about insurance matters must be channelled through the Insurance 
Section which can provide all necessary advice. 
 

Record of equipment subject to inspection 
 

14.10 Each executive director shall maintain suitable systems to record engineering plant 
and lifting equipment, which is subject to statutory inspection by an insurance 
company or other approved contractor, and for monitoring that inspection is carried 
out in the periods prescribed. 
 

Notification of Changes of Risk 
 

14.11 Each budget manager shall give prompt notification to the Head of Insurance of all 
new risks, property, vehicles and other assets or contractual obligations which 
require to be insured and alterations that may affect existing insured risks (including 
closure of buildings, sale of vehicles or disposals of other insured assets).  
 

14.12 Where any contracts or partnership agreements are under negotiation with external 
bodies for services to be provided, budget managers must ensure that the potential 
risk exposure is analysed and suitable clauses included to apportion risk 
appropriately between the contracting parties involved. Advice must be sought on 
the appropriate levels of indemnity and type of risks to be insured. Some 
information is provided in The Purchasing Guide. The advice of the Monitoring 
Officer should be sought to ensure that these issues have been addressed correctly 
before any contract is signed.  

 
14.13 Provision of indemnities which may assume legal liability for the actions of another 

party must not be accepted without full consultation with the Council’s legal 
advisers and if accepted must also be notified to the insurance team. 

 

Reporting of incidents, losses and potential claims   
 

14.14 Budget managers must make a written report of any event, loss, liability or damage 
that may result in an insurance claim and give full and timely assistance with the 
conduct of any investigation that may follow. Advice must be sought immediately 



 

The Constitution 
Part 4 – Rules of Procedure 

Part 4.5 – Financial and Contract Procedure Rules 
Annex 1 – Scheme of Financial Management 

 
 

 
Part 4, Part 4.5-1, Scheme of Financial Management [effective from 18 July 2023] 

4.5-1, page 21 

from the Insurance Team if there is a suspicion that a civil legal action is in 
prospect. 
 

14.15 Civil procedure rules and protocols must be strictly adhered to in order to avoid cost 
penalties or unnecessary litigation expenses. Employees and other persons must 
not attempt to negotiate a settlement, give interviews, make statements or offer to 
pay compensation in any way that may prejudice any civil legal action that may be 
brought against the Council subsequently. 

 
14.16 The same incident may lead to an investigation for an alleged breach of or failure to 

comply with some part of the Health and Safety at Work Act and the regulations 
made hereunder. 

 

Use of motor vehicles 
 

14.17 All workers using their own private vehicles on behalf of the Council shall maintain 
appropriate insurance cover for business use.  
 

14.18 The Council has access to a stock of pool cars, which are available to all 
employees. Please refer to the travel guidance notes for further information. 

 

15.0 Internal Controls / Assurance and Powers 
 

15.1 Under Article 11 of the Constitution (contained within Part 2 – Articles of the 
Constitution) the Service Director of Legal and Governance is designated as the 
‘Monitoring Officer’ whose functions include: 

 
(a) Ensuring lawfulness and fairness of decision making in consultation with the 

Head of Paid Service (Chief Executive) and Section 151 Officer. 
 

(b) Advising whether decisions are within budget and policy framework. 
 

(c) Provide advice on the scope of powers and authority to take decisions, 
including matters of financial impropriety and probity. 

 

16.0 Purchasing of Goods / Works / Services in ERP Gold 
 

Introduction 
 

16.1 The County Council is a major purchaser of goods, works and services. It is at the 
point of ordering that the County Council is committing expenditure. Therefore, the 
relevant budget manager must ensure that:  
 
(a) All orders are completed properly and appropriately authorised. 

 
(b) The extent of the commitment is known. 
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(c) Budgets are not exceeded without appropriate authority. 
 

(d) Only goods / works / services as ordered and received are receipted on ERP 
Gold. 
 

(e) Purchases are lawful (i.e. within the powers of the County Council). 
 

(f) Purchases are only made for County Council purposes - workers are not 
permitted to use County Council orders for private purchases. 
 

(g) Value for money is obtained, with Contract Procedure Rules being strictly 
adhered to. 

 
Note that the financial regulations 16.2 to 16.24 set out below apply to all 
employees of the County Council.  
 
Where an agency / partnership arrangement exists such that there is an approved 
business case to allow a third party to exercise financial control on behalf of the 
County Council, the same principles detailed here apply. However, a series of 
limitations as to their permitted responsibilities must be applied, and can be found 
on the intranet. 
 
All proposals for such arrangements must be agreed by the Section 151 Officer, 
and advice sought from Internal Audit and the Legal Section, as appropriate. 
 

Overview of the Business Rules Underlying the Use of ERP Gold 
 

16.2 ERP Gold allows for the electronic processing and authorisation of transactions 
relating to the purchase of goods / works / services. 
 

16.3 ERP Gold also enables a set of control rules to enforce separation of duties in the 
purchasing of goods/works/services. 

 
16.4 For purchasing goods / work / services in ERP Gold, three roles are required: 

 
(a)   Requisitioner; 

 
(b) Approver; 

 
(c) Goods Receipter. 

 
16.5 The above roles are set in ERP Gold through the configuration of user profiles and 

responsibilities, linked to each user’s personal identification (ID). To provide 
separation of duties within ERP Gold, the profiles and responsibilities are set such 
that the requisitioner cannot also be the approver. 
 

16.6 To ensure the appropriate authorisation of goods / works / services and that an 
adequate separation of duties is maintained. Workers must not in any 
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circumstances share their ERP Gold password, nor give other users the opportunity 
to log on under their ID.  

 
16.7 ERP Gold operates such that if the goods / work / services recorded as received 

agree to those ordered per ERP Gold, and the invoice subsequently matches the 
details already recorded on ERP Gold, the invoice will be processed for payment, 
without further pre-payment check and authorisation by the budget manager.  

 
16.8 Therefore, the budget manager must ensure that an ERP Gold purchase requisition 

is completed and authorised for all purchases made (except where a government 
procurement card is being used and in specific areas approved by the Section 151 
Officer), and the receipt of those goods / works / services must be recorded on ERP 
Gold.  

 
16.9 Once a purchase requisition has been approved, the transaction is processed as an 

ERP Gold order, and the order issued to the supplier. The budget manager is not 
required to print the order and add a manual signature. 

 

Approval Limits 
 

16.10 Maximum authorisation limits for employees are linked to the individual’s job role, 
rather than the individual. This ensures that users do not carry access to new jobs. 
 

16.11 The maximum authorisation limits are set across the organisational structure: 
  

Transaction 
Type 

Budget Manager Head of Service 
Service Director/ 
Assistant 
Director 

(Project Manager 
for Capital) 

    

    

TIER4 TIER3 TIER2 

Standard 
approval limits 
for procurement 
of goods, 
services, grants 
and benefits 

Up to £200k Up to £500k Up to £1m 

 
Authorisation of spend on packages of care within ERP Gold paid through the 
Mosaic system will be on the basis of need as identified in a social care 
assessment, the cost of which will be determined by the assessment and the best 
value care that can be sourced. This will be processed for payment by finance 
officers within the service unless the care package is exceptionally high in which 
case it will be further authorised by social work and commissioning managers in 
care panels in line with the separate Scheme for Approving Care Package 
Expenditure in Mosaic (Appendix I). 
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16.12 Enhanced Approval levels 
 

Transaction Type Budget 
Manager 
(Project 
Manager for 
Capital) 
 
TIER4 

Head of Service 
 
 
TIER3 

Service 
Director/ 
Assistant 
Director 
 
TIER2 

Enhanced Order 
limits for specific 
business areas 
such as capital, 
waste etc. 

Up to £1m Up to £5m Up to £7m 

 
If an employee requires an approval limit higher than the standard limit allowed for 
their tier in the ERP Gold hierarchy because the value of orders they regularly need 
to approve exceeds the limit set out in 16.11 above, then this will need to be 
requested via their financial adviser and signed off by the Head of Finance as an 
exception. Enhanced approval levels should not be requested so as to approve 
one-off invoices. If a single invoice exceeds the approval limit of the officer who 
normally approves invoices on that budget code, then approval should be sought 
from an officer in a higher authorisation band. 
 

Raising Orders for Goods / Work / Services 
 

16.13 Approved County Council suppliers must be used for all purchases made. Where 
no approved supplier can provide the goods / works / services, the budget manager 
must submit a formal application to Accounts Payable for approval before the goods 
/ works / services are ordered. 
 

16.14 The County Council’s Contract Procedure Rules must be followed in respect of all 
purchases. The Council has decided that all contracts must be in writing or placed 
using ERP Gold or a government procurement card. The Procurement Team can 
be contacted at Procurement2@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 
 

16.15 The budget manager must authorise all orders raised. (When planning to be on 
leave budget managers should set a substitute budget manager via ERP; this must 
be a post-holder with a role higher up the ERP Gold Tier Hierarchy, see 30.4.)  

 

Receipting of Goods / Work / Services 
 

16.16 Goods / works / services when received must be receipted (GRN) as such on ERP 
Gold. 
 

16.17 Wherever possible, the officer recorded in the system as receipting the goods or 
services should be the person who actually verified them.  
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16.18 However, in all cases the officer recorded in the system as having receipted the 
goods / works / services is responsible for ensuring that they are receipted on ERP 
Gold only where they have been physically received or carried out and examined as 
to quantity and quality, as ordered. Whenever practical the receipter should not rely 
on verbal assurances from another officer. 

 

Variations between Orders and Goods / Works / Services Received 
 
16.19 Where the goods / works / services received vary to that originally ordered, and this 

exceeds the agreed tolerance threshold, the budget manager must authorise the 
additional amount before the invoice can be paid. If the budget manager disputes 
the difference from the original order they must reject the tolerance in ERP Gold. 
The budget manager must liaise with the supplier to agree a resolution, and update 
Accounts Payable on the invoice dispute.  
 

16.20 Budget managers should regularly review their list of open purchase orders and 
close off any that are no longer required. Guidance on purchase order maintenance 
can be found on the intranet.  

 

Payment of Accounts 
 

16.21 The County Council is liable for payment of interest where invoices are not paid 
within thirty days of receipt or per the supplier’s payment terms.  
 

16.22 To reduce the delays in the processing and payment of invoices, ensure that 
invoices are submitted electronically wherever possible; invoices received directly 
from a supplier should be forwarded promptly to 
ccc.invoices@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.  

 
16.23 Where postal invoices are received in respect of orders raised in ERP Gold, these 

will be date-stamped on the date of receipt by Accounts Payable and registered by 
Accounts Payable.  

 
16.24 The requirements of the sub-contractors – Construction Industry Tax Scheme must 

be complied with.  
 

17.0 Personal Employee Expenses 
 

17.1 The County Council has a responsibility to provide HMRC with details of all benefits 
in kind provided or expenses reimbursed to its employees, and must ensure that 
National Insurance contributions are collected on all qualifying expenditure. 
 

17.2 The Council uses ERP Gold for mileage and expenses claims, which allows 
employees to submit their expense claims electronically for their line manager’s 
approval. 

 
17.3 Employees need to submit their mileage and expenses e-form claims on a monthly 

basis. Employees must submit their expenses claim within a two month timeframe 

mailto:ccc.invoices@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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from the claim date. An employee must allow enough time for their manager to 
approve before the submission deadline. 

 
17.4 The budget manager is responsible for: 
 

(a) Ensuring that payments are only made to bona fide employees who are 
eligible to receive payments at that time according to current rules laid down 
by the County Council.  

 
(b) Ensuring that payments are in accordance with current rates.  

 
(c) Making prompt, complete and accurate returns (P11D) to Employee Benefits 

in the Lead Authority team, of information needed for returns to HMRC such as 
cars provided to employees outside a normal lease car scheme, telephones, 
living accommodation etc., and any other possible taxable benefits. 

 
17.5 All claims for reimbursement of expenditure by individuals must be processed via 

ERP Gold and not via imprest, petty cash or bank accounts.  
 

17.6 The approving manager needs to see the receipts before approving any claim. All 
receipts need to be stored locally, by month (these will be required in the event of 
an HMRC Inspection). All receipts need to be stored for six years. If a manager 
leaves they must ensure that stored receipts are handed over to the new manager. 

 
17.7 Further guidance on travel and expenses can be found on the intranet.  
 

18.0 Payroll 
 

18.1 It is the legal duty of the Lead Authority Head of Payroll and HR Transactions to 
make proper arrangements for the operation of PAYE and National Insurance 
procedures for all employees, including relief, fixed term and part time employees.  
 

18.2 The Council’s payroll service is responsible for processing temporary data, 
administration and validation of the payroll run, production of payslips, P60’s, 
cheques, BACS, and production of a costing file for interface to the general ledger. 
Payroll also supply information to various statutory bodies including HMRC and act 
as the first point of contact in dealing with payroll queries.  

 
18.3 The County Council operates a shared payroll service provided under a Lead 

Authority arrangement by West Northants Council, within which a payroll services 
manager monitors payroll and works with the HR, pensions and finance nits to 
ensure high quality service delivery.  

 
18.4 The rules for determining whether an individual is treated as an employee or as 

self-employed for tax purposes are complex, and there are severe penalties for 
failing to deduct tax where it is due. Budget managers should refer to detailed 
guidance available on the HR web pages of the intranet including on consultants 
and interims. Advice on determining an interim or consultant’s legal status is 
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available via the HR Advisory Team, HR.Advisory@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. Full 
details are given in the Consultants Policy and Agency Workers and Interims Policy. 

 
18.5 It is the budget manager’s responsibility to ensure that: 
 

(a) Payments are correct, authorised and accounted for properly. 
 

(b) Payments are made only to bona-fide employees of the authority and to valid 
beneficiaries of the Pension and Compensation Schemes.  

 
(c) Allowances and deductions are authorised, correct and are properly accounted 

for and the persons in receipt of allowances are eligible for them.  
 

(d) Payments are lawful (i.e. within the powers of the County Council). 
 

(e) Payments are within budget. 
 

(f) Changes in terms of employment and requests for payment are notified to HR 
or Payroll (as applicable) at the due time in accordance with the payrun 
schedule. 

 
18.6 The budget manager must ensure that the appointment of all employees is in 

accordance with the policies of the Council, at the approved grades and rates of 
pay (see Recruitment). 
 

18.7 No officer may authorise any notification to HR or Payroll concerning amendments 
to their own pay.  

 
18.8 The Council’s HR service must be notified as soon as possible, using either the 

Employee Leaver or Establishment form, of all matters affecting payroll payments, 
such as appointments, dismissals, resignations and retirements, or any other 
change of circumstances affecting remuneration.  

 
18.9 The budget manager must ensure that Payroll is forwarded correctly completed 

timesheets / claims for payment of at the due time. Particular attention should be 
paid to entering the correct employee assignment number to ensure not only that 
the correct record is paid (and costed accurately) but that payment is statutory 
compliant in respect of income tax and National Insurance deductions. 

 
18.10 All documents sent to Payroll should identify clearly to whom they relate, i.e. by 

showing the name, payroll reference number and/or job title and place of work. 
 
18.11 The Council will seek to avoid under/over payment of salary. However, where this 

may occur please refer to the Payroll Corrections Policy. 
 

19.0 Grants 
 

19.1 Grant claim forms should be completed in accordance with claim instructions. 
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19.2 Claims should be signed in accordance with claim instructions. However, the 

authority of the Section 151 Officer to sign grant claims is delegated to the strategic 
finance managers. 

 
19.3 The Head of Internal Audit should be notified in advance of any grant claim being 

submitted where there is a requirement for an audit of the expenditure. 
 
19.4 Budget managers should advise their relevant finance team of any competitive 

grant applications submitted. 
 

19.5 On receiving notification from the funding provider that an application has been 
successful, the budget manager must notify their finance team of the forthcoming 
income. 

 
19.6 It is the budget manager’s responsibility to ensure that a specific budget code is 

assigned to the income. 
 
19.7 The budget manager must also check that the amount awarded matches the 

amount that was applied for by referring to the copy of the application that has been 
retained on file by the budget manager. 

 
19.8 The Grants to External Organisations Policy covers the Council’s regulations 

around the offering, acceptance, and monitoring of local grants to external 
organisations. Budget managers involved in awarding grants or monitoring grant 
usage should ensure they are familiar with this policy. 

 

20.0 Income 
 

20.1 It is the budget manager’s responsibility to ensure that procedures for the collection 
or invoicing of income due are operating such that: 
 
(a) All income due is identified and accounted for properly. 

 
(b) Invoices for income due (or credit notes) are raised as soon as the chargeable 

goods or services are provided. Invoices should be raised using ERP Gold, or 
where ERP Gold is not available, the Accounts Receivable Team must be 
notified. 

 
(c) All monies received are brought into account promptly, correctly, accurately 

and completely.  
 

(d) All income collected is held securely, banked promptly and intact. 
 

(e) VAT is accounted for correctly. (For further information, see VAT Basics 
Guide.) 
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(f) Instruction to cancel an invoice must be completed on ERP Gold by the budget 
manager. 

 
(g) Invoice write-offs must follow the procedures in 12.29 - 12.33 of the Scheme of 

Financial Management. 
 
20.2 Employees should be aware of the Council’s Anti-Money Laundering Policy. This 

applies particularly to employees regularly handling cash. The Money Laundering 
Reporting Officer should be contacted in accordance with this policy if a money-
laundering activity is known or suspected. The County Council will not accept 
settlement in cash of any transaction above the value of £7,500. 
 

20.3 All monies received must be receipted on an official County Council paying-in book 
or otherwise adequately recorded at the time of receipt. 

 
20.4 Where the Unit has access to ERP Gold, all income received must be recorded via 

an entry on ERP Gold to ensure that funds are allocated appropriately. Where ERP 
Gold is not available, the Accounts Receivable Team must be notified of receipt of 
funds. 

 
20.5 Each officer responsible for paying money into a bank account must enter onto the 

copy paying-in slip sufficient information to identify each transaction including the 
amount of the cheque and a reference (such as receipt number or debtor name) to 
connect the cheque with the service provided. On the back of each cheque the 
officer should enter sufficient detail (i.e. cost centre) to identify the department or 
establishment.  

 
20.6 On handing cash over to another person, all employees should ensure that they 

receive a suitable formal acknowledgement such as a receipt. 
 
20.7 To ensure adequate separation of duties within the cash collection and banking 

process, different people should undertake the following activities: 
 

(a) Collecting or receiving money; 
 

(b) Recording and banking receipts; 
 

(c) Reviewing and reconciling receipts to cash banked; this must be a different 
person from the persons carrying out (a) and (b); 

 
(d) Authorisation of debt write offs; this must be a different person from the 

persons carrying out (a) and (b); 
 
(e) Custody of saleable stock and materials. 
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21.0 Cash Security 
 

21.1 All officers involved in cash handling have a duty to ensure that practice and 
procedures properly safeguard cash holdings in their possession, but not at any risk 
to their own person.  
 

21.2 Budget managers must ensure that written procedures exist covering the aspects of 
cash security covered below, and what action workers are to take in emergencies, 
e.g. attempted theft, fire alarms etc.  

 
21.3 Budget managers must ensure that adequate arrangements are made to safeguard 

monies pending banking. Such arrangements include: 
 

(a) Use of locked cashboxes held in a safe or locked drawer or cabinet. 
 

(b) Restricted access to the keys for the above.  
  

(c) Locking cash away when unattended. 
 

(d) Not counting cash or accessing the safe etc. in view of visitors and members 
of the public.  

 
(e) Where large amounts are collected, considering the physical security of the 

cashier’s office (e.g. access arrangements to the cashier’s area; screens; 
alarm systems etc).  

 
21.4 Budget managers must ensure that banking arrangements minimise monies held, 

do not exceed insurance levels and minimise the risk to staff undertaking the 
bankings. Such arrangements include: 
 
(a) Measures to minimise actual cash (e.g. use of cheques and debit / credit 

cards). 
 

(b) Regular bankings, at least weekly, and daily whenever cash exceeds £5,000. 
 

(c) Use of night safe facilities when banks are not open. 
 

(d) Varying the timing and route of visits to the bank, and the staff undertaking the 
bankings. 

 
(e) Not utilising conspicuous bags etc. to transport monies.  

 
(f) Use of security services for cash sums in excess of £5,000. 

 
(g) Budget managers must not allow levels of cash held to exceed the maximum 

permitted limits (£5,000) set under the insurance policy for monies held in a 
safe during working hours and overnight. 

 



 

The Constitution 
Part 4 – Rules of Procedure 

Part 4.5 – Financial and Contract Procedure Rules 
Annex 1 – Scheme of Financial Management 

 
 

 
Part 4, Part 4.5-1, Scheme of Financial Management [effective from 18 July 2023] 

4.5-1, page 31 

22.0 Imprest Accounts 
 

22.1 Imprest bank accounts are used for items of expenditure for which it is not 
practical/cost-effective to pay through the normal payments system. Generally, such 
payments will be small in value, or one-off purchases. Payments to regular 
suppliers should be made through ERP Gold or local bank accounts (schools only). 
The Council requires that Imprest Accounts should be held at an absolute minimum. 
Government procurement cards (see Financial Regulation 23) must be used where 
an establishment regularly purchases individual items with a value of less than £50. 
 

22.2 The budget manager (account holder) is responsible for ensuring that: 
 

(a) Imprest cash and chequebooks are safeguarded from theft and misuse, that 
access is restricted, and that they are locked away when not in use. 
 

(b) Expenditure incurred through Imprest accounts is bona-fide, lawful and in 
accordance with the requirements of the service. 

 
(c) Expenditure is within budget limits. 

 
(d) There are adequate procedural notes specifying the respective responsibilities 

of staff involved in the operation of the Imprest Account.  
 
 The Payables Team, within the Lead Authority Finance Operations Service, will 

monitor the use of Imprest accounts.  
 
22.3 The opening of Imprest accounts must be authorised in accordance with the 

Scheme of Operation approved by the Section 151 Officer. The Payables Team 
must be notified of any wish to close, amend or transfer an Imprest account.  
 

Inappropriate Expenditure 
 

22.4 The following expenditure must not be made through Imprest accounts: 
 
(a) Payment of salaries or wages to employees or payments which could be 

considered as such by HMRC e.g. honoraria. 
 

(b) Payments to contractors in the construction industry (for more information, see 
Subcontractors – Construction Industry Tax Deduction Scheme). 

 
(c) Payment of any expenses to County Council employees. 

 
(d) Payment for items which can be acquired using a government procurement 

card. 
 

(e) Payment of cash to ‘casual’ workers or young people. 
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(f) Payments or rewards to employees that are unacceptable e.g. paying for an 
employee’s retirement do. 

 

 Supporting Documentation  
 
22.5 Claims must be submitted and approved via ERP Gold. They should be submitted 

sufficiently regularly to ensure the account does not become overdrawn (normally at 
least monthly).  
 

22.6 Claims must be supported by adequate documentation to support the expenditure 
incurred. This should demonstrate that the expenditure is bona-fide, lawful and in 
accordance with the requirements of the service. The documentation should record:
  

 
(a) The reason for / details of the expenditure; 

 
(b) Date expenditure was incurred; 

 
(c) Amount of expenditure; 

 
(d) Signature of person incurring the expenditure;  

 
(e) Where expenditure incurred is large (over £30), a second member of staff 

must sign the supporting documentation. 
 
22.7 Wherever possible the supporting documentation must be a VAT invoice / receipt to 

enable the VAT element to be reclaimed. Failure to obtain such a voucher means 
that budgets will have to bear the VAT element of any expenditure.  
 

Separation of Duties 
 

22.8 There must be a separation of duties between the persons: 
 
(a) Operating the Imprest and preparing the claim and reconciliation statement 

(signing the “Prepared By” statement); and 
 

(b) Signing the certification statement on the claim. 
 
22.9 The person operating the Imprest and preparing the claim and reconciliation must 

not be a cheque signatory.  
 

22.10 The person signing the claim certification statement is responsible for: 
 

(a) Checking that the documentation supporting the claim is complete and 
satisfactory 
 

(b) Checking that the claim and reconciliation statement is correct both in principle 
and arithmetically; 
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(c) Physically checking the figures in the reconciliation statement, e.g. verify the 

accuracy of the cheques outstanding figure and the bank balance; 
 

(d) Counting cash in hand, and ensuring it agrees to the amount entered on the 
claim. 

 
22.11 Reimbursement of claims will normally be made direct to the bank, the amount 

being notified to the account holder. No other monies are to be paid into the imprest 
account.  
 

Imprest Levels 
 

22.12 The Imprest account must never go overdrawn. Any overdrawn accounts will be 
immediately referred to the budget manager, who must take the necessary remedial 
action. Government procurement cards should be used to ensure expenditure does 
not exceed Imprest levels. 
 

22.13 Imprest account levels should be monitored to ensure that they continue to provide 
sufficient funds to cover approximately eight weeks average Imprest expenditure. 
Services should specify procedures for approving Imprest levels. Temporary 
increases can be obtained to cover anticipated periods of exceptional expenditure. 

  
22.14 Further guidance on imprest accounts can be found on the intranet. 
 

23.0 Government Procurement Cards 
 

23.1 Government procurement cards are to be used for items of expenditure for which it 
is not practical / cost-effective to pay through ERP Gold. Generally, such payments 
will be under £50, or one-off purchases, or where it is inefficient to raise an order 
and pay an invoice (e.g. conference fees, books, subscriptions, rail travel). 
 

23.2 Each government procurement card is assigned to an individual cardholder who 
has personal responsibility for its proper operation, in accordance with this 
regulation.  

 
23.3 The budget manager is responsible for ensuring that all staff assigned a 

government procurement card are operating procedures such that: 
 

(a) Cards are safeguarded from theft and misuse; 
 

(b) Expenditure incurred through the use of government procurement cards is 
bona-fide, lawful and in accordance with the requirements of the service; 

 
(c) Expenditure is within budget limits. 

 
23.4 All cardholders must use their government procurement card in accordance with the 

requirements laid down in the GPC User Guide. For further info contact 
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gpc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. The Accounts Payable Team will monitor the use of 
government procurement cards to ensure that the requirements are adhered to.  
 

23.5 The allocation of government procurement cards must be authorised by the budget 
manager and sanctioned by the payables manager. Transaction limits and monthly 
credit limits for each card must be approved by the payables manager. 

 

 Supporting Documentation  
 

23.6 A transaction log will be maintained for all cardholders on Smart Data On-Line. The 
cardholder is required to ensure a clear description of the purchases and the 
reasons for the purchases are entered onto the system by 15th of each month. 
 

23.7 All expenditure must be supported by adequate documentation to substantiate the 
expenditure incurred. This should demonstrate that the expenditure is bona-fide, 
lawful and in accordance with the requirements of the service. The documentation 
should record: 

 
(a) The reason for and details of the expenditure; 

 
(b) Date expenditure was incurred; and 

  
(c) Amount of expenditure. 

 
23.8 Wherever possible the supporting documentation should be a VAT invoice/receipt 

to enable the VAT element to be reclaimed. Failure to obtain such a voucher means 
that budgets will have to bear the VAT element of any expenditure.  
 

23.9 Receipts for spend, including VAT receipts, should be held for seven years and be 
easily accessible should they need to be inspected.  

 
23.10 The budget manager is responsible for checking the transaction logs online and 

authorising by the 20th of each month that the payments are within budget and 
lawful. 

 

24.0 Stocks and Stores 
 

24.1 The County Council holds stocks and stores of some items needed on a day-to-day 
basis.  
 

The budget manager is responsible for ensuring that adequate procedures 
and financial controls are in place to ensure the appropriate use of these 
assets; such that: 

 
(a) Records and procedures are sufficient to identify transactions and the volume 

and value of all usable stocks / stores held.  
 

(b) Stocks and stores are properly secured. 
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(c) Best value is obtained in the provision of stocks and stores. 

 

Stocks/Stores Records 
 

24.2 The minimum stock records that must be maintained (whether manual or 
computerised) are: 
 
(a) Stock item number (if applicable); 

 
(b) Stock description; 

 
(c) Issues - date and quantity; 
 
(d) By whom the stock was issued; 
 
(e) To whom the stock was issued; 
 
(f) Receipts – date and quantity; 
 
(g) Returns – date and quantity; 
 
(h) Recommended order quantities for stock replenishment; 
 
(i) Orders outstanding. 

 
 

 
24.3 The receipt and issue of all stocks and stores should be adequately authorised and 

recorded promptly.   
 

24.4 Records should value stocks / stores following the Council’s Accounting Policy, 
which requires that stocks be valued at the lower of cost or net realisable value.  

 

Security 
 

24.5 Stocks and stores (and stores records) should be held securely, properly insured 
and access should be restricted to authorised staff. 
 

 Stock Checks 
 

24.6 A systematic approach to stock checking must be taken, including completing an 
independent physical count of stocks at least once a year. During the year, 
storekeepers should check stocks held to stock records on a regular basis. Results 
of stock checks and records of all adjustments should be maintained for inspection 
by Internal Audit. 
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24.7 Where stock accounts are maintained in ERP Gold, a stock certificate (see 
Appendix G) and a stock template (see the closedown intranet page) must be 
completed at the end of each financial year and returned to the appropriate finance 
team.  

 

Authorisation and Approval 
 

24.8 Orders should be completed in accordance with the Financial Regulations on the 
purchasing of goods / works / services. 
 

24.9 Separate people should carry out the three elements of stores management, i.e.: 
 

(a) Authorisation (of orders to replenish stocks, write offs, or stock usage); 
 

(b) Custody of stocks/stores and record keeping; 
 

(c) Checking stocks to records. 
 
24.10 Where, as a result of a stock check, a deficiency is identified, amounts of up to 

£25,000 may be written off by the Section 151 Officer. Where the adjustment is 
greater than £25,000 it must be approved by the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee in accordance with the Constitution. Full records of all 
adjustments must be retained for audit inspection. 
 

 Best Value  
 

24.11 In general, stocks / stores should be maintained at minimum levels consistent with 
operational requirements.  
 

24.12 Order quantities should be calculated to obtain economies in purchasing consistent 
with minimising investments in stocks as in 24.11. 

 
24.13 Where stocks have a limited shelf life or are liable to obsolescence, stores should 

be used on a first in first out basis.  
 
24.14 Disposal of surplus or obsolete stocks / stores must be undertaken in accordance 

with the County Council’s Contract Procedure Rules. 
 
24.15 Indicators of stores performance must be kept to provide information on effective 

stock management: 
 

(a) Value of stock by type of stock and total value; 
 

(b) Results of physical counts; 
 

(c) Surpluses and deficiencies between physical and recorded stock balances; 
 

(d) Out of stock situations; 
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(e) Stock turnover ratios; 

 
(f) Excessive and / or slow-moving stocks; 

 
(g) Items written off and the reasons for write-off; 

 
(h) Disposals of equipment; and 

 
(i) Frauds, theft discovering, and attempted security violations. 

 

25.0 Security of Assets 
 

25.1 This regulation applies to all assets (owned or leased), which cost more than £500 
and to all portable and attractive items owned by the authority.  
 

25.2 Budget managers are responsible for ensuring that: 
  

(a) Proper security is maintained at all times for all buildings, furniture, plant, 
equipment, vehicles, stores, stocks, cash etc. under their control. They 
should also aim to achieve maximum utilisation of such assets in the 
provision of services. 

 
(b) Appropriate inventory records are maintained, in accordance with the 

instructions in Appendix F. 
 

(c) Surplus or obsolete materials, stores or equipment are disposed of in 
accordance with the County Council’s Contract Procedure Rules.  

 
25.3 Inventory records should ordinarily be maintained using the standard County 

Council Inventory Book, obtainable from Facilities Management. Any alternative 
method of recording inventories must be approved by Internal Audit.  
 

25.4 Registers of key holders for buildings, safes etc. should be maintained. Keys should 
be issued to as few people as possible. 

 
25.5 The Section 151 Officer shall maintain a register of all properties held by the 

authority, showing the purpose for which the property is held, the location, extent 
and plan reference, purchase details and the nature of the interest. 

  
25.6 The Section 151 Officer shall arrange for the safe custody of title deeds in respect 

of land and properties.  
 

26.0 Information Management Security 
 

26.1 The County Council’s Information Sharing Framework must be followed. For further 
information, contact data.protection@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 
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27.0 Fraud and Corruption 
 

27.1 The County Council is committed to the elimination of fraud and corruption and is 
determined to protect itself from such unlawful activities, whether they are 
attempted from within or by an outside individual, group or organisation. The County 
Council’s Anti-Fraud and Corruption Policy must be followed. Internal Audit can be 
contacted at Internal.Audit@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 

 

28.0 Whistleblowing 
 

28.1 The County Council is committed to the highest possible standard of operation, 
probity and accountability, and recognises that its workers are often the first to 
realise that there may be something wrong within the Council. Please follow the 
Whistleblowing Procedure, rather than ignore the concern. Internal Audit can be 
contacted at Whistleblowing@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 

29.0 Audit Reporting and Escalation Protocol 
 

29.1 Audit managers are responsible for ensuring that draft audit reports are issued 
within a maximum of four weeks of completion of the audit fieldwork. Recipients of 
audit reports are responsible for responding in writing to the factual accuracy of the 
draft report and providing a satisfactory response to recommendations within four 
weeks of issue. Reminders to draft reports are issued after four weeks. Final audit 
reports will be issued incorporating the management response within two weeks of 
receipt. For expediency, email is the preferred form of communication. 
 

29.2 Where material recommendations are not accepted or no response is received 
within the timeframes specified, the audit manager will discuss with the client and, if 
still no acceptance or response, will report to the relevant director. 

 
29.3 If a satisfactory response is not received after referral at 29.1 above, the audit 

manager reports to the Head of Internal Audit who decides on further action. (This 
may involve reporting to the Section 151 Officer with recommendations for further 
action). 
 

29.4 Where responses to draft reports have not been received within two months, this 
will be reported to the Audit and Accounts Committee. 

 
29.5 Timescales will be accelerated where there is significant risk of material loss or 

error or where particularly sensitive or contentious issues are involved. 
 
29.6 Audit managers are responsible for bringing to the attention of the Head of Internal 

Audit, significant audit findings and sensitive or contentious issues. 
 
29.7 The Head of Internal Audit briefs the Section 151 Officer monthly on audit issues 

and findings. The Head of Internal Audit is responsible for deciding on those issues 
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sufficiently important to bring to the attention of the Section 151 Officer between 
these meetings. 

 
29.8 The Head of Internal Audit is responsible for identifying and reporting major issues 

to the Section 151 Officer and appropriate Corporate Leadership Team members. 
 
29.9 A periodic ‘audit issues’ report is presented to the Audit and Accounts Committee. 

Between meetings of the Committee the Head of Internal Audit is responsible for 
reporting major issues to the Chair of the Committee. 

 
29.10 Follow-up audits have been introduced to ensure proper implementation of audit 

recommendations where major weaknesses in systems have been identified. 
Progress on the implementation of recommendations is reported periodically to the 
Audit and Accounts Committee. 
 

30.0 Finance Management Arrangement for Services 

 
30.1 Service Management Teams 

 
30.1.1 Collectively, service management teams have a responsibility to ensure the right 

climate for financial management to meet their objectives. A crucial element of this 
is striking a balance between keeping control of the office’s overall position whilst 
giving individual managers the responsibility and managerial freedom to take 
decisions themselves. 
 

30.1.2 Service management teams need to recognise that all directorates within the 
service make a vital contribution to the achievement of the Service Plan and key 
objectives. In determining annual budget cash limits, and allocating either budget 
cuts or new resources, the service management team will seek to ensure, within the 
context of the political decision-making process, a fair distribution of resources 
between directorates. The framework within which this principle of budget allocation 
will apply is the business planning process. 
 

30.1.3 Service management teams will receive a monthly finance monitoring report from 
their strategic finance manager throughout the year (except for April) setting out the 
latest position and including (from May) an updated outturn projection for the 
service. This will be based on the information from the ERP Gold system as 
adjusted for any additional information available. It is a service management team 
responsibility to monitor spending against the cash limits approved by Full Council. 
Other management teams throughout the service should also consider such reports 
on a regular basis. 
 

30.1.4 Each service shall, at all times, endeavour to secure best value for money and 
shall: 
 
(a) Establish, wherever possible, cost targets and performance measures for its 

various services and functions; 
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(b) Establish sound arrangements for the planning, appraisal, authorisation and 
control of its resources and ensure that these are working properly in order to 
achieve economy, efficiency, and effectiveness in its operations; and 

 
(c) Establish arrangements to achieve and report efficiency savings as required 

by the Council. 
 
30.2 Budget Reviewers 
 
30.2.1 Individually, members of the service management team, and other line managers, 

will act as budget reviewers for their own areas of responsibility. As the line 
manager of budget managers, this reviewing role involves: 
 
a) Monitoring budget managers’ management of budgets and delegation 

arrangements through regular supervision, periodic managerial (team) 
meetings and the annual appraisal system. 
 

b) Promotion of budget manager skills and abilities in financial management in 
order to reduce financial risk, in accordance with the Financial Training Plan.  

 
c) Communication to their staff of financial decisions taken at the service 

management team. 
 
d) Agreeing with the budget manager any significant remedial action required to 

keep within budget, and to meet corporate targets in relation to prompt 
payment of invoices and debt collection. 

 
e) Reviewing debt management protocols and criteria. 
 
f) Authorising virements between their budget managers, on ERP Gold, in 

accordance with Appendix H, to ensure, collectively, expenditure is kept within 
target, and taking advice from the relevant capital accountant in relation to 
virements of capital between programme areas. 

 
g) Reporting to the service management team, when the strategic finance 

manager presents monthly finance & performance information, any significant 
action taken or required to keep on budget. Where, overall, a major budgetary 
problem is forecast, the budget reviewer must identify and report on options to 
bring expenditure back within budget. 

 
h) Ensure that Council targets relating to required efficiency savings are being 

achieved and reported. 
 

30.3 Budget Managers 
 
30.3.1 Financial regulations operate on the principle that every budget head has one (and 

only one) budget manager. 
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30.3.2 The budget manager’s role is to: 
 

a) Set the budget level of individual expenditure/income lines within the cash-limit 
allocated, using ERP Gold, in accordance with instructions issued by Finance. 
 

b) Authorise orders for expenditure to be incurred, and arrange for income to be 
collected, against budgets held. 

 
c) Control budgets within the overall total allocated to them. 
 
d) Ensure that financial administration (including any records not kept on ERP 

Gold) in connection with budgetary responsibilities is carried out efficiently in 
accordance with financial regulations, consistent with meeting corporate 
targets set for prompt payment of invoices and debt collection. 

 
e) Respond to the Debt Management referrals in accordance with the Debt 

Policy. 
 
f) Develop personal and team skills in financial management and administration. 
 
g) Approve virements within their budget responsibility, as allowed by these 

regulations. 
 
h) Ensure that transactions are coded to correct account codes on the financial 

ledger to ensure accuracy in the Council’s externally audited Statement of 
Accounts, and to comply with the Local Government Transparency Code. 
(Further information on account codes and expenditure categories is given in 
the Budget Manager Information Pack.) 

 
i) Update monthly outturn forecasts on a regular basis, in ERP Gold, in 

accordance with timetables, in conjunction as necessary with their financial 
adviser, and alert their budget reviewer to significant budgetary problems. 

 
j) Ensure correct profiles are used on ERP Gold, to aid budgetary control. 
 
k) Respond to Internal Audit reports on areas specific to their responsibility, 

within timescales agreed with the Head of Internal Audit. 
 
l) Identify and report to their budget reviewer, efficiency savings made. 
 
m) Safeguard accounting documentation held to prevent loss, destruction or 

unauthorised alteration. Data maintained on computer must be physically and 
logistically protected and regularly backed-up to ensure that data can, if 
necessary, be recreated within a reasonable working period. 

 
30.3.3 The budget manager is responsible for: 
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a) Positively promoting a culture of probity and sound financial discipline and 
control as requirements of the organisation. 
 

b) Understanding and ensuring compliance with this Scheme of Financial 
Management. 

 
c) Complying with service variations to the Finance Management Arrangements 

for Services. 
 
d) Timely implementation of agreed audit recommendations. 
 
e) The introduction and maintenance of adequate and cost-effective systems of 

internal control within their area of responsibility. 
 
f) Initiating exception reports, where necessary, for the strategic finance 

manager and / or Head of Internal Audit. 
 
g) Reporting any potential overspending or underspending to their line manager 

in a timely manner. 
 
h) Training and developing themselves and their staff in relation to financial 

competencies. 
 
Further budget manager guidance is available within the Budget Manager 
Information Pack. All budget managers will be asked to sign up to the above roles 
and responsibilities through the return of a signed Budget Manager Agreement 
Form. 
 

30.4 Substitution of Financial Responsibility 
 
30.4.1 When planning to be on leave budget managers should select a substitute budget 

manager on ERP Gold to ensure that authority regarding the processing of their 
budget-holding responsibilities, including authority to authorise ERP Gold orders, is 
temporarily reassigned. A substitute budget manager must be a post-holder with a 
role higher up the ERP Gold Tier Hierarchy, e.g. a budget manager with Tier 4 
approval rights must a request a substitute budget manager at Tier 3 (Head of 
Service) or above. 
 

30.4.2 Budget managers must ensure that these temporarily reassigned arrangements are 
communicated to staff concerned. 
 

30.4.3 In any case, the formal ultimate responsibility for managing budgets rests with the 
designated budget manager. They must ensure that suitable controls and 
appropriate financial administration are in place for them to fulfil their 
responsibilities. 
 

30.4.4 Where budget managers temporarily reassign some responsibilities, they 
themselves are still accountable to their budget reviewer and must ensure that, 
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through supervision and management team meetings, they are monitoring the 
budgetary situation. 
 

30.5 Finance 
 
30.5.1 The Finance Team will provide information, support and advice to all budget 

managers, budget reviewers and other staff/managers to assist them in their 
financial responsibilities. Service Level Agreements with budget managers may be 
put in place to provide additional clarification of the role of Finance. These 
arrangements may take into account risk analysis of the area of budget activity and 
the level of expertise and support available to each budget manager. 
 

30.5.2 The ERP Gold system is the definitive record of financial transactions, supported by 
systems that feed into / interface with ERP Gold, e.g. Mosaic. Any local records 
used for budget management purposes should be reconciled by budget managers 
back to ERP Gold. 
 

30.5.3 As well as supporting services, Finance will carry out an enforcement role in 
ensuring that budget managers adhere to the Scheme of Financial Management 
and any other corporate requirements. Finance must also provide information for 
overall corporate reports on the annual budget, in-year budget monitoring, and the 
final outturn. 
 

30.5.4 Each budget manager will have a financial adviser allocated to them to act as a first 
point of contact in Finance and to provide the support required for the day-to-day 
management of budgets. 
 

30.5.5 Customer feedback on the effectiveness of the finance section role will be sought. 
Finance must ensure that the financial training and budget manager competencies 
are implemented. 
 

30.6 Budget Setting 
 
30.6.1 The budget setting process is critical to successful financial management and, in 

strategic terms, will flow from the corporate (including business planning), service 
and directorate plans, which set priorities for service changes and investment. 
 

30.6.2 The Section 151 Officer shall issue instructions annually on the processes for 
preparing the Business Plan and the Annual Budget. 
 

30.6.3 At a more detailed level, instructions for budget managers on constructing their 
budget will be issued by Finance at the start of each business planning process. 
 

30.6.4 Budget managers must make every effort to ensure that budgets they set meet 
commitments or likely commitments to be encountered. Setting budgets at a level 
which is known to be unmanageable is not permitted. Budget managers who cannot 
contain such budgets within their overall cash limit must alert their budget reviewer 
at the earliest opportunity. 
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30.6.5 Budget managers will be notified of their final budget allocations as soon as 

possible after the County Council’s annual budget meeting in February and by 31 
March at the latest. 
 

30.6.6 The business planning process is the prime process. In-year requests for 
supplementary estimates are not permitted, except in exceptional circumstances 
and after prior consultation with the Section 151Officer (see financial regulations 6.4 
and 8.3). 
 

30.7 Budgetary Control 
 
30.7.1 A service’s overall budgetary position is the responsibility of the executive director, 

and this responsibility cascades down through service management team, budget 
reviewers and individual budget managers. 
 

30.7.2 At each level, managers must ensure that budgetary targets are met and, if 
particular budgets are forecast to overspend, early warning should be given and 
remedial action taken within the immediate management group to address this 
situation. Only when collectively that overspend cannot be contained, should the 
problem be referred to the next management level. The role of the budget reviewer 
is crucial in this process, especially where the scope for remedial action at budget 
manager level is limited. 
 

30.7.3 In order to ensure that reports are giving a correct message, it is important that 
budget managers pay particular attention to the way their budgets are profiled in the 
accounting system and request changes to profiles if these do not accord with 
realistic spending patterns. 
 

30.7.4 Finance may require additional information and explanation from budget managers 
and their budget reviewers where the Service Finance Monitoring Report gives 
cause for concern. This should include the financial impact of any remedial action 
taken. 
 

30.7.5 Financial projections of likely budget positions at the end of the year should also be 
reported to management teams on a regular basis. These forecasts are the 
responsibility of the budget manager, who must ensure all forecast outturns are 
updated in the ERP Gold system, but the financial adviser may assist in their 
production and will undertake a verification of the final projection. 
 

30.7.6 Should any remedial action be required to achieve a balanced budget, budget 
managers may request a virement to transfer budget between areas within their 
control to reflect this. All such requests should be made to the relevant finance 
business partner. 
 

30.7.7 Where virement between their budget managers is required, this must comply with 
the authorisation rules as set out in Appendix H. 
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30.7.8 Where virements are processed, relevant budget managers must ensure that the 
forecast outturn in ERP Gold is updated to reflect the new budget position. 
 

30.7.9 At the end of the financial year any service outturn under/overspends will be 
balanced to the General Fund reserve.  

 
30.8 Capital 
 
30.8.1 The annual capital budget / programme is approved each year in February in the 

context of the business planning process. 
 

30.8.2 Every scheme in the programme will have an agreed budget and identified source 
of funding. All variations in the estimated cost of schemes and / or the sources of 
funding must be approved by a service management team. 
 

30.8.3 For each scheme in the programme a manager will be designated as budget 
manager. The budget manager’s responsibility is to monitor both progress and 
financial performance e.g. expenditure against the capital budget, and to alert their 
capital accountant and strategic finance manager to significant financial control 
problems and/or slippage in the completion of the scheme. 
 

30.8.4 A monthly Capital Monitoring Report will be prepared and included in the Service 
Finance Monitoring Report, which will be presented to their respective committee in 
line with the Council’s overall financial reporting schedule. These capital monitoring 
reports will also feed into the corporate Integrated Finance Monitoring Report, 
which is presented to Capital Programme Board and Corporate Leadership Team 
monthly and the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee in line with the 
Council’s overall financial reporting schedule. 
 

30.9 Authorisation of Virement Proposals 
 
30.9.1 Revenue and capital virement authorisation limits are set out in Appendix H. 
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Appendix A 
 

Statement of Financial Responsibilities 
 
 

1. Chief Executive 
 

 The Chief Executive will be responsible for: 
 

- Understanding the nature of reporting needed under Sections 151 and 
114 and the delegation arrangements in place to ensure proper 
performance. 

 
- Establishing an effective monitoring and reporting framework to 

enable them to properly hold executive directors or directors 
accountable for the discharge of their responsibilities. 

 
- Positively promoting a culture of probity and sound financial discipline 

and control as requirements of the organisation. 
 
 

2. Section 151 Officer 
 

The Section 151 Officer has the Section 151 and 114 responsibilities. 
 

The Section 151 Officer will be responsible for: 
 

- Setting adequate standards, protocol and procedures for budgeting, 
accounting, systems, and reporting and for establishing a framework 
of monitoring to ensure these requirements are met. 

 
- Positively promoting a culture of probity and sound financial discipline 

and control as requirements of the organisation. 
 

- Advising officers on the issues and circumstances in which reporting 
is needed. 

 
-  Accepting reports from executive directors on an exception basis. 
 
- Accepting routine reports from the Service Director of Finance and 

Procurement/ Deputy Section 151 Officer, Head of Finance and 
strategic finance managers. 

 
- Approving any detailed schemes of local financial management. 
 
- Approving the implementation of local financial systems. 
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- The maintenance of a structured scheme of financial training. 
 
- Reporting on an exception basis to the Chief Executive. 
 
- Capital financing determinations under the Local Government and 

Housing Act 1989 where these may be made by an officer. 
 
- Determining the form of the Council’s accounts and records, including 

determining the accounting policies used by the Council and ensuring 
that the annual Statement of Accounts is prepared in accordance with 
all relevant accounting standards. 

 
- Signing off grant claims, where the conditions require it. 

 
 

3. Monitoring Officer 
 
The Service Director of Legal and Governance is designated as the 
‘Monitoring Officer’ whose functions include: 
 
- Ensuring lawfulness and fairness of decision making in consultation 

with the Head of Paid Service (Chief Executive) and Section 151 
Officer. 

 
- Reporting to the Council and to the executive in any case where they 

are of the opinion that any proposal or decision of the authority has 
given rise to or is likely to or would give rise to any illegality, 
maladministration or breach of statutory code under Sections 5 and 
5A of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989; (LGHA 89) 

 
- Advising whether decisions are within the budget and policy 

framework. 
 
- Providing advice on the scope of powers and authority to take 

decisions, including matters of financial impropriety and probity. 
 
 

4. Executive Directors (People Services, Public Health, Place and 
Sustainability, and Strategy and Partnerships) 
 
Executive directors (People Services, Public Health, Place and 
Sustainability, and Strategy and Partnerships) are responsible for: 

 
- Understanding the nature of reporting needed under Sections 151 and 

114. 
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- Establishing an effective monitoring and reporting framework to 

ensure a proper awareness of significant issues. 
 
- Reporting as required to the Chief Executive (and as appropriate to 

the Section 151 Officer) on any significant issue relating to their area 
of responsibility. 

 
- Ensuring staff throughout their departments are aware of their 

responsibilities and are capable of discharging them. 
 
- Ensuring adequate standards of internal control within their 

departments, and in particular, through their service management 
team, ensuring the proper identification of risk and the introduction of 
cost-effective systems of control to reduce risk to an acceptable level. 

 
- Identifying the individual directors responsible for ensuring proper 

control for particular services (including corporate controls such as the 
register of interests). 

 
- Positively promoting a culture or probity and sound financial discipline 

and control as requirements of the organisation. 
 
 

5. Service Director of Finance and Procurement, Head of Finance 
and Strategic Finance Managers 

 
The Service Director of Finance and Procurement / Deputy Section 151 
Officer, Head of Finance and Strategic Finance Managers are responsible 
for: 

 
- Understanding the nature of reporting needed under Sections 151 and 

114. 
 

- Obtaining the necessary information about their services to enable 
them to report (including receiving reports from the appropriate 
service finance manager and/or senior finance business partner). 

 
- Initiating exception reports, when necessary, to the relevant executive 

director and to the Section 151 Officer. 
 
- Ensuring proper awareness within their service management team of 

the principles of control and the requirement for the introduction of 
cost-effective control systems. 
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- Positively promoting a culture of probity and sound financial discipline 
and control as requirements of the organisation. 

 
- The introduction and maintenance of variations to the Finance 

Management Arrangements for Services. 
 
- Establishing a framework of monitoring to verify that control 

requirements are met and agreed internal audit recommendations are 
implemented on a timely basis. 

 
- Deputising for the Section 151 Officer when required and have 

delegated authority to sign financial claims, bids, and other financial 
statements and reports on behalf of the Section 151 Officer. 

 
 

6. Service Directors  
 
 Service directors will act for executive directors over their internal control 

responsibilities. This role will involve (within their areas of responsibility): 
 

- Positively promoting a culture of probity and sound financial discipline 
and control as requirements of the organisation. 

 
- Ensuring all applicable staff have seen and understand the Scheme of 

Financial Management. 
 
- Ensuring proper identification of risk and the introduction of cost-

effective systems of control to reduce risk to an acceptable level. 
 
- Ensuring timely implementation of agreed internal audit 

recommendations. 
 
- Establishing a robust monitoring and reporting framework to ensure 

control responsibilities are met. 
 
- Initiating exception reports where necessary to the strategic finance 

manager and / or Head of Internal Audit. 
 
- Reporting any potential overspending or underspending to their 

executive director. 
 
- Ensuring levels of financial competence in line with the Financial 

Training Plan. 
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7. Head of Internal Audit  
 

 The Head of Internal Audit is responsible for: 
 

- The independent audit of internal financial control systems within the 
authority to assess their adequacy to ensure: 

 

• Reliable financial and other management information and 
reporting; 

 

• Compliance with laws, regulations, policies, rules, etc.; 
 

• Properly safeguarded assets and interests; 
 

• Efficient and effective operations. 
 

- Recommending and gaining acceptance of improvements to systems 
of internal control identified as necessary during the course of audit 
reporting to: 

 

• Strategic finance managers / executive directors and directors  
 

• Section 151 Officer 
 

• Audit and Accounts Committee 
 

• the relevant budget manager 
 

 on main control issues, improvements agreed, and improvements 
made. 

 
- Initiating on an exception basis such reports that are necessary for the 

Section 151 Officer and / or Chief Executive. 
 
- Positively promoting a culture of probity and sound financial discipline 

and control as requirements of the organisation. 
 
- Providing advice on the nature of internal controls, the potential 

consequences of poor control and the control options available to 
reduce or limit risk. 
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8. Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee 

 
The Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee delegated authority 
includes: 
 
- Authority for monitoring the overall performance of the Council against 

the Business Plan. 
 
- Authorising budget virement which is not covered within the limits of 

virement contained in the Council’s financial rules, provided there is 
no change in the approved policy framework of the Council. Virement 
limits are set out in the Constitution in Part 3D (Scheme of Delegation 
to Officers) and Part 4 (Financial and Contract Procedure Rules) 

 
- Authorising proposals which are not covered by the finance limits of 

the executive directors’ delegated powers contained in A3 – A7, as set 
out in Part 3D of the Constitution, provided there is no change in the 
Council’s approved budget and policy framework. 

 
- Deciding on the appropriate allocation of grants where these are 

supplied without a ringfence and exceed the virement limits set out in 
the Constitution in Part 3D (Scheme of Delegation to Officers) and 
Part 4 (Financial and Contract Procedure Rules). 

 
- Deciding on the appropriate allocation of carry forwards of service 

underspends, including considering service committee proposals. 
 
A full list of the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee’s 
delegated authority can be found in Part 3B of the Constitution 
(Responsibility for Functions). 
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Appendix B 
 

Retention of Financial Records 
  
It is important that records (computerised or manual) are carefully retained and 
systematically filed as they are required for inspection by a number of agencies 
such as Internal Audit, the external auditor, HMRC officials etc.  
 
The required minimum period for the retention of financial records is: Current 
financial year plus the three previous financial years. 
 
This applies to: 
 

• Receipts, 
 

• Till Rolls, 
 

• Invoices, 
 

• Copy Orders, 

• Audit Trails, 
 

• School Meals and School Funds (non-
public) Records. 

 
The advised periods for the retention of other financial records are detailed below:  
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Accounts etc Period of Retention 
 
Sales Contracts 

 
6 years after agreement ends 

 
Purchasing Contracts 

6 years after agreement ends 

 
Stock Inventories 

7 years  

 
Published Accounts 

Permanently / Indefinitely 

 
Taxation Returns 

Permanently / Indefinitely 

 
External Audit Reports 

Permanently / Indefinitely 

 
Cheques 

6 years 

 
Bank Statements 

6 years 

 
Cash Statements 

6 years 

 
Deeds of Covenant 

12 years after final payment 

 
Primary Salaries & Wages Records 

7 years 

 
Expense Accounts 
 
Government Procurement Card transaction 
receipts 
 

7 years 
 
7 years 
 

Pension Scheme Records Permanently / Indefinitely 

 
Business Planning Papers 

 
3 years 

 
Capital Working Papers and Documentation 
(to support the requirements of regulation 5) 

6 years from completion of project 

 
Budgetary Control Reports 

 
3 years 

  

Insurance 
 

 

Insurance Policies (Excluding Liability) 
 
6 years after lapse 
 

 
Liability Insurance Policies 

Permanently / Indefinitely 

 
Insurance Claims 

 
6 years after settlement 

 
Insurance Schedules 

 
10 years 
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Appendix C 
 
 

The Service Reporting Code of Practice (SERCOP) – 
Definition of Activities to be Treated as Trading Accounts 
 

The 2022/23 version of the SERCOP issued by CIPFA defines the five main types 
of trading operation that may be run by local authorities as: 
 
1. Trading services or undertakings with the public or with other third parties. 

These include, amongst others, catering undertakings, markets, trade 
refuse collection and industrial units. 

 
2. External trading organisations (ExTOs), which have won contracts from 

other public bodies, for example under the Local Authorities (Goods and 
Services) Act 1970. 

 
3. Work carried out by internal trading organisations (InTOs) arising from 

voluntary competitive tendering (VCT) exercises. 
 
4. Support services provided in a free internal market, i.e. to schools or to 

other budget holders who have been given freedom to buy externally if they 
wish. 

 
5. Support services provided in a limited internal market, e.g. where budget 

holders are free to decide the quantity and type of work to be done on the 
basis of the prices quoted to them, but not to buy externally. 

   
 
(Service Reporting Code of Practice 2022/23, Section 2.30 – Trading Accounts and Trading 
Operation, p.33) 
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Appendix D 
 
 

Trading Budgets and External Trading  
 

1. Purpose 
 

1.1 To offer guidance to trading unit managers as to the considerations that 
should be brought into account in seeking to undertake work for other 
organisations. 

 

2. Advice to Trading Unit Managers 
 
2.1 There are four aspects to this area: 
 

 (i) Legal considerations; 
 
(ii) Prudential considerations; 

 
(iii) Business considerations; 

 
(iv) Other considerations. 

 
2.2 Legal 

 
The Local Government Act 2000 gives local authorities a general power to 
do anything which they consider likely to achieve the promotion or 
improvement of the economic, social and/or environmental wellbeing of 
their area. The power cannot be exercised in a way which is otherwise 
prohibited and the manner in which it is to be exercised needs to be 
reflected in the Council's Community Strategy.  
 
In addition, the duty on local authorities in the Local Government Act 1999 
to secure best value requires Councils to make arrangements to secure 
continuous improvements in the way in which functions are exercised 
having regard to a combination of economy, efficiency and effectiveness. 
 
It is open for local authorities to develop trading activities within the 
framework of the above legislation but proposed commercial activity would 
need to be linked to both the general power of wellbeing and the best value 
requirement. It would be prudent to expressly identify proposed trading 
activity for a purpose or for a body, which is not another local authority or 
public body, within the meaning of the following paragraphs within the 
Community Strategy. 
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In addition to the above general powers and duties, local authorities still 
have the ability to put in tenders or bid for work for external clients who fall 
within the context of other legislation which includes primarily the Local 
Authorities (Goods and Services) Act 1970 (Public bodies); the Local 
Government Act 1972 (other local authorities) and certain particular powers 
in other legislation. 

 
 The purposes in the Local Authorities (Goods and Services) Act 1970 

(Public bodies) are: 
 

• The supply of any goods or materials, including the purchase and 
storage of any goods or materials; 
 

• The provision of any administrative, professional or technical services; 
 

• The use by the public body of any vehicle, plant or apparatus and the 
placing at their disposal the services of any persons employed in 
connection with the vehicle etc.; 

 

• The carrying out of works of maintenance (not construction) in 
connection with land or buildings. 

 
2.3 Prudential Considerations 

 
 It is important that arrangements should not be entered into which expose 

the County Council, and its taxpayers, to financial risk. This means that 
trading unit managers must: 

 
(i) Consider the existence and availability of suitably skilled staff.  
 
(ii) Ensure the adequacy of the preparation of charges for external work 

and the management information and control systems. Costings 
should be sufficiently wide to cover set-up costs, cash-flow and 
provision for termination costs (e.g. potential redundancies). 

 
(iii) Ensure that external work is not disproportionately large compared to 

service provided within the authority. 
 
(iv) Not bid for work / tenders that would involve taking on substantial 

extra staff to handle the contract. 
 
(v) Where a contract is potentially short-lived, but may require some 

additional staff, they should ensure that these staff are appointed on 
fixed-term contracts. 
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(vi) Ensure that they consult with the Head of Insurance on appropriate 
professional indemnity insurance prior to bidding for work. 

 
(vii) Ensure that the purpose of the arrangements is not to maintain 

employment. 
 

(viii) Ensure that the contract business generates at least a marginal 
surplus. 

 
2.4 Business Consideration 

 
 Before undertaking such work, trading unit managers should actively 

include proposals within its annual business plan for the service. 
Consideration in a business planning context would encompass: 

 
(i) Does provision further the objectives of the trading unit 
 
(ii) The managerial capability to handle the work, including the need to 

ensure that undertaking the work does not overstretch the unit, or 
compromise service provision to internal customers. 

 
2.5 Other Considerations / Questions 

 
(i) Is the external work carried out for a County Council Partner?  Does it 

help to meet mutual objectives?  Is the partner from the public 
(police/another authority) private or voluntary sector? 

 
(ii) What are the trading arrangements (e.g. annual agreement, spot 

bought, by project tender). Therefore, how long is the external client 
likely to need the service, and what is the relative security of income? 

 
(iii) What are the risks associated with the contract conditions that apply?  

Do they offer flexibility to the unit or do they place a commitment on 
them that, if unfulfilled, would leave the County Council liable in law to 
fund the work carried out by another organisation? 

 
(iv) What are the “market conditions” that apply to the work? Will pricing in 

any tender need to be very competitive? Will this significantly increase 
the risk of returning a loss? Would the trading unit therefore charge 
external clients less than it would an internal client? 

 
(v) What are the benefits (skills/experience) of working for external 

customers?  Will these help the trading unit in its work for the County 
Council? 

 
(vi) What is the scale of the operation of the unit and the present or 

projected volume and proportion of external work? What are the 
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trends? If trading losses were incurred how large could they be in 
financial and political terms?  What is the “worst case” scenario? 

 
(vii) What is the “critical mass” of the unit? By reducing or removing 

external work would the critical mass be threatened, thereby 
increasing unit costs and making the unit less viable? Is there a critical 
mass in terms of skills and abilities? 

 
(viii) Does external work / customers allow the Council to make better use 

of facilities - perhaps benefiting the wider community? 
 

3. The above factors are only pointers to the legality, prudence and business 
sense of an arrangement. It is a matter of striking a balance. Beyond 
ensuring that the proposals are within legal powers, one adverse factor, 
alone, may not be a reason not to proceed. 

 
4. Selling services to the private sector would generally be outside the 

Council’s powers and any proposal in that direction must be agreed in 
advance with the Head of Internal Audit and the Section 151 Officer. Very 
exceptionally, a private sector contract may be permissible if, within existing 
resources, there is a temporary surplus capacity and the Council could use 
that capacity to establish that the contract is incidental to the exercise of the 
Council’s proper functions, and therefore lawful. But such circumstances 
occur only at the margin and infrequently. 

 
5. The above guidance is simply that, guidance. The essential points, beyond 

acting within the law, are to act prudentially and consistently within the aims 
of the trading unit. By its nature this guidance is general and specific 
circumstances vary. Before proceeding with any proposals, trading unit 
managers should first consult with the Head of Internal Audit and the 
Section 151 Officer. 
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Appendix E 
 

Trading Budgets’ Direct and Other Charges 

Direct Charges for 
Trading Units 
 

Method of Recharge 
for Trading Units 

Comments 

Accommodation  
 

Direct charge in relation to 
the amount of 
accommodation occupied 
 

Charge based on a 
standard cost per square 
metre 

Building Maintenance 
(Revenue) 

Direct charge (where this 
is not a County Office) 

County offices come 
under County Offices 
Recharge  
 

Payroll 
 

Direct charge  

Debt & Income 
 

Direct charge - per 
transaction 

Pay As You Use – regular 
service. Charged by Debt 
& Income 
 

Accounts Payable 
 

Direct charge - per 
transaction 

Pay As You Use – regular 
service. Charged by 
Accounts Payable 
 

HR – Recruitment Direct charge - for costs of 
any recruitment 

Pay As You Use – 
irregular service. Charged 
by HR 
 

HR – Training 
 

Direct charge - for costs of 
any training course 

Pay As You use – 
irregular service. Charged 
by HR 
 

Insurance Direct charge of providing 
cover 
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Appendix F 

Inventory Instructions 
 

1. Purpose 
 

1.1 To provide instructions on how inventories must be maintained.  
 
1.2 Internal Audit must be consulted prior to computerising the inventory.  
 
 

2. Inventory Records 
 

2.1 The inventory must include individual items of value exceeding £500. 
However, it is recommended that items of lesser value should be included if 
they are attractive and portable. Furniture need not be included unless it is 
considered unique or particularly valuable. 

 
2.2 Serial numbers of equipment must be noted as this information may be very 

useful to the police if items are stolen. Security marking should be used to 
record the name of the establishment and its postcode. (Items on loan from 
other establishments etc. should not be marked).  

 
2.3 Budget managers must ensure that the register is kept up to date. Systems 

therefore should ensure that the person responsible for the inventory is kept 
fully informed of purchases, loans, write-offs etc. 

 
2.4 Proper procedures must be established for loans of equipment, including 

authorisation policy, specification of finite periods of loan and written 
acknowledgement of loan. Loans out and items borrowed must be recorded 
in the sections provided at the back of the inventory book. 

 
2.5 The budget manager must sign the inventory book to authorise write-offs, 

transfers and sales. 
 
2.6 Budgets managers must ensure that inventories are checked at least 

annually. The existence of items loaned out, and those held on loan should 
also be checked. The annual check should be undertaken by someone other 
than the person responsible for the equipment on the inventory. The check 
must be documented as specified in the inventory book. 

 
2.7 Where the budget manager is responsible for several establishments or 

services, each with their own inventory, a master list of inventories held 
should be maintained. 

 
2.8 Surplus, obsolete or unserviceable equipment must first be offered to other 

establishments or departments. If it is not required by other parts of the 
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Council, it should be sold at the best price available, in accordance with the 
County Council’s Contract Procedure Rules. Where computers are to be 
disposed of, IT advice must be sought in view of the implications for software 
licences and data security. The agreed price must be paid before removal of 
the item.  

 
2.9 A copy of the inventory must also be kept off-site. 
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Appendix G 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

STOCK CERTIFICATE 
 

Stock Description _______________________________________ 
 
 
Held at _______________________________________________ 
 
 
I CERTIFY that to the best of my knowledge and belief that: 
 
(1) The total value of stock in hand as at 31 March 20__       is £ 

and individual quantities and value of commodities included in the total are 
correct. The values have been calculated at the lower of cost and realisable 
value (see note below). 
 

(2) The commodities shown in the stores records have been the subject of a 
periodical test examination of stores in hand and all stores have been checked 
at least once during the year in accordance with Financial Regulation 24.7. 

 
(3) Any surpluses or discrepancies revealed by a periodical test examination or 

otherwise have been investigated and dealt with in accordance with Financial 
Regulations 24.11 

 
 

Signed 

 

Service  

 

Position 

 

Date 

 

 
 
TO BE RETURNED TO: The Appropriate Finance Unit  
 at New Shire Hall  
 

Note 
Stocks should be valued at cost price unless they are obsolete or have been 
subject to a price decrease after their purchase. In the former case, the best 
estimate of market value should be used. In the latter case, the correct basis is 
price at 31 March. 
Please also complete a Stock Template (see the Closedown intranet page).  
 

 



 

The Constitution 
Part 4 – Rules of Procedure 

Part 4.5 – Financial and Contract Procedure Rules 
Annex 1 – Scheme of Financial Management 

 
 

 
Part 4, Part 4.5-1, Scheme of Financial Management [effective from 18 July 2023] 

4.5-1, page 63 

Appendix H 
 

Authorisation of Virement Proposal 
 
Vire revenue budget from budget manager to: 
 

Revenue 
Over 
£175,000 

£50,001 to 
£175,000 

£10,000 to 
£50,000 

Less 
than 
£10,000 

1 
Same Budget 
Manager 

Strategy, 
Resources 
and 
Performance 
Committee 

Section 151 Officer 
and Executive 
Director (People 
Services, Public 
Health, Place and 
Sustainability, and 
Strategy and 
Partnerships) 

Strategic 
Finance 
Manager 
and Head of 
Service 

Budget 
Manager 

2 

Another 
Budget 
Manager in 
same Division 

Strategy, 
Resources 
and 
Performance 
Committee 

Section 151 Officer 
and Executive 
Director (People 
Services, Public 
Health, Place and 
Sustainability, and 
Strategy and 
Partnerships) 

Strategic 
Finance 
Manager 
and Head of 
Service 

Both 
Budget 
Managers 

3 

Another 
Budget 
Manager in 
another 
Division 

Strategy, 
Resources 
and 
Performance 
Committee 

Section 151 Officer 
and Executive 
Director (People 
Services, Public 
Health, Place and 
Sustainability, and 
Strategy and 
Partnerships) 

Strategic 
Finance 
Manager 
and Head of 
Service 

Both 
Budget 
Reviewers 

 
Note: (1) The Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee approves 

virements over £175,000 between main budget headings defined 
as the objective analysis of expenditure incorporated in the 
published budget report for each service block. 

 

 (2)  Virements from one off underspends to meet ongoing 
commitments will not normally be authorised. 
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Vire Capital Budget from budget manager to: 
 

Capital 
Over 
£250,000 

£50,001 to 
£250,000 

£10,000 to 
£50,000 

Less 
than 
£10,000 

1 
Same 
Budget 
Manager 

Strategy, 
Resources 
and 
Performance 
Committee 

Section 151 Officer 
and Executive 
Director (People 
Services, Public 
Health, Place and 
Sustainability, and 
Strategy and 
Partnerships) 

Strategic 
Finance 
Manager and 
Head of 
Service 

Budget 
Manager 

2 

Another 
Budget 
Manager in 
same 
Division 

Strategy, 
Resources 
and 
Performance 
Committee 

Section 151 Officer 
and Executive 
Director (People 
Services, Public 
Health, Place and 
Sustainability, and 
Strategy and 
Partnerships) 

Strategic 
Finance 
Manager and 
Head of 
Service 

Both 
Budget 
Managers 

3 

Another 
Budget 
Manager in 
another 
Division 

Strategy, 
Resources 
and 
Performance 
Committee 

Section 151 Officer 
and Executive 
Director (People 
Services, Public 
Health, Place and 
Sustainability, and 
Strategy 
Partnerships) 

Strategic 
Finance 
Manager and 
Head of 
Service 

Both 
Budget 
Reviewers 
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Appendix I 
 

 
Scheme for Approving Care Package Expenditure in Mosaic 
 

 

Care expenditure is paid by ERP Gold mostly through an interface with Mosaic, the 
social care system. Expenditure on care is driven by the needs of a person 
assessed by social work staff through a quality assured assessment process, with 
care then commissioned in the most cost-effective way to meet the person’s 
assessed needs.  
 
Budget managers have oversight of the processes and supervision of staff 
involved, and so authorisation is deemed to be given to incur expenditure if the 
standard Mosaic processes are followed. Care must be provided in line with 
assessed needs, and so in most cases the need for a separate control around 
authorisation levels at varying degrees of seniority is not required. Residential 
packages are not agreed unless confirmed by a panel of officers and within the 
process for assessing need there is always review by another appropriately 
experienced or qualified professional. As a result of the process, no single officer 
will authorise care package spending without the involvement and oversight of 
another. The final formal authorisation of payments in these cases will be in line 
with standard Mosaic processes and will sit with a manager in the Adults Social 
Care Finance Operations Team, who verifies that the care package has been 
loaded correctly in the system and that it is in line with the assessment. The activity 
of authorising managers within this team will be periodically reviewed to ensure 
expenditure is appropriate, and decisions around the cost of higher-cost packages 
of care will be agreed by practice panels between commissioning and operational 
managers. 
 
Where expenditure is directly through ERP Gold rather than the Mosaic interface, 
the standard processes for ERP Gold will be followed. 
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Appendix J 

FEES & CHARGING REQUEST TEMPLATE 

This form should be completed for new charges and changes to existing charges. 
Please complete all boxes up to the dashed line  
 
 

 

SIGNED:    DATE: 
 
 
 

Reference: 

Officer contact name: Date: 

Directorate: Service: 

Title of charge: 

Additional information, reason for change/introduction: 

Current charge: New charge: 

Implementation date:  Payment method: 

Statutory/Non-Statutory 

VAT Rating For VAT advice contact TAX@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Executive Director / Director approval: 
(If approval is given please sign below) 
 

Executive Director / Director comments: 

mailto:TAX@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Appendix K 
 

Contact  
 
In case of any query on financial regulations, questions can be directed to the 
Section 151 Officer at finance@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 

mailto:finance@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Appendix L 
References 
 

Area 
Contract Procedure Rules 

Council's Constitution 
Scheme of Delegation 
Scheme of Operation 
Article 11 - Officers 

Financial and Contract Rules  

VAT Basics Guide 

Anti-Money Laundering Policy 

Human Resources Policies 
Consultants Policy 

Agency Workers and Interims Policy 
 
Recruitment 

Whistleblowing 

Information Management Security 

Anti-Fraud and Corruption Policy 

GPC User Guide 

Budget Manager Information Pack 
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Contract Procedure Rules 
 

1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 These Contract Procedure Rules (Rules) clearly set out the rules that apply to all 

officers involved in procurement for and on behalf of the Council. The Rules must 
be read in conjunction with any other relevant laws, regulations, policies and/or 
procedures including the Council’s Financial Procedure Rules, the Officer Scheme 
of Delegation, English law, the Procurement Guide and the Provider Selection 
Regime (PSR) Guide.  

 
1.2 Officers involved in procurement activities and making procurement decisions must 

be fully aware and comply with the Rules as they form part of the Council’s 
Constitution.  

 
1.3 All procurements must realise value for money through the optimum combination of 

whole life costs and quality of outcome.  
 
1.4 The Rules seek to protect the Council’s reputation by minimising the risk of 

allegations of corruption, dishonesty and failure to meet legal obligations. As these 
rules are required by law, failure to comply with them could lead to disciplinary 
action. If in doubt and/or if advice on compliance with legislative requirements is 
required, this may be obtained from Pathfinder Legal Services and the Procurement 
and Commercial Team.  

 
1.5 The Procurement Guide and the PSR Guide are invaluable sources of operational 

guidance to support any procurement activity and the correct application of these 
rules. The Guides can be found on the intranet’s procurement page. 

 
1.6 Should a conflict be found between these rules, the law and the Procurement/PSR 

Guides, the order of precedence shall be the law, the Rules and then the 
Procurement/PSR Guides.  

 
1.7 All procurement activities must be carried out in a fair, open, transparent, 

proportionate and non-discriminatory manner. The Council reserves the right to 
consider the application of intervening government guidance when making 
decisions about the application of these rules.  

 
1.8 The Rules apply to contracts or agreements with external organisations where the 

Council pays for: 

• Goods and/or services 

• Works of any kind 

• Hire, rental or lease of equipment, material and/or plant.  
 
1.9 The Rules do not apply in the following circumstances: 
 
1.9.1 The purchase or lease of property, land acquisition, interest in land, transaction in 

land or disposal. This does not extend to any goods, services or works contracts 
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that may be required to make the land and/or existing buildings ready for 
acquisition, disposal or leasing.  

 
1.9.2 Broadcasting time or programme provision that are awarded to audiovisual or radio 

media service providers. 
 
1.9.3 Arbitration or conciliation services. 
 
1.9.4 For any of the following legal services: 
 1.9.4.1 Legal representation of a client by a lawyer in an arbitration or conciliation or 

judicial proceedings before courts, tribunals or public authorities. 
 1.9.4.2 Legal advice given in preparation for any of the proceedings referred to in 

1.9.4.1 or where there is tangible indication and high probability that the matter to 
which the advice relates will become the subject of such proceedings, provided that 
the advice is given by a lawyer. 
1.9.4.3 document certification and authentication services which must be provided 
by notaries.  
1.9.4.4 legal services provided by trustees or appointed guardians or other legal 
services the providers of which are designated by a court or tribunal or are 
designated by law to carry out specific tasks under the supervision of such tribunals 
or courts.  

 
1.9.5 For financial services in connection with the issue, sale, purchase or transfer of 

securities or other financial instruments or central bank services. 
 
1.9.6 For expenditure incurred directly as a result of an insurer led arrangement.  
 
1.9.7 Direct employment of permanent or fixed term employees or of interim or agency 

staff. For the avoidance of doubt, the Rules do apply to consultancy and 
employment agency contracts and in those circumstances the responsible officer 
must have regard to the Council’s Policies Relating to the Appointment of External 
Consultants and Interims.  

 
1.9.8 The lending or borrowing of money by the Council.  
 
1.9.9 Goods, services or works purchased through the ESPO General Catalogue up to a 

value of £10,000 per transaction and as long as the responsible officer is satisfied 
that the Catalogue offers value for money. This does not include other ESPO 
provisions, such as frameworks, for which these CPRs do still apply.  

 
1.9.10 When commissioning goods, services or works through collaborative joint 

procurements, where one of the other contracting authorities is acting as 
procurement lead, the responsible officer must satisfy themselves that the 
procurement complies with all relevant applicable laws.  

 
1.9.11 Any award of grants of money but these must be in accordance with the 

Constitution and the Council’s Grants to External Organisations Policy. Prior advice 
should be sought from the Pathfinder Legal Services in relation to the governance 
process for the award of grants and the legal documentation that must be used. 
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Unless the terms of the grant stipulate otherwise, value for money and the Rules 
should be followed in the award of grants.  

 
1.10 The Monitoring Officer in consultation with the Head of Procurement and 

Commercial shall have the power to make incidental amendments from time to time 
to the Rules, for example when updates are required from changes to legislation, 
changes to job titles and roles. 

 
1.11 Members have a key role to play in providing oversight to the Rules set out below, 

making key decisions on major projects, considering risks and ensuring that the 
Council takes best advantage of the public procurement rules. Full details on the 
role that Members play in procurement activity can be found in the LGA’s A 
Councillor's Guide to Procurement, 2019 edition (local.gov.uk). 

 

2 Exceptions to the Rules 
 
2.1 The Rules apply to every procurement carried out by, or on behalf of, the Council 

except for those listed below in section 2.7. 
 
2.2 Exceptions will only be valid if the Council’s online waiver system is used, and 

appropriate approval has been sought and gained prior to the contract start date. 
Retrospective exceptions (waivers) are only permitted where: 
 

• It has been necessary to act urgently because of an unforeseen emergency 
which involves immediate risk of injury or damage or to prevent serious 
disruption to services. 
 

• It is necessary for the responsible officer in either adults or children’s social care 
to act immediately to secure care for a vulnerable person.  

 
2.3 Exception requests (waivers) cannot be sought for requirements equal to or above 

the Council’s key decision threshold, nor can they be granted if the contract value is 
over the relevant UK procurement threshold. Should a waiver valued over the 
relevant UK procurement threshold be considered, legal advice must be sought as 
to the applicability of Regulation 32 of the Public Contract Regulations (2015) which 
in certain circumstances will include urgent requirements. Committee approval will 
be required for these above threshold exceptions. 

 
2.4 In instances where a repeat exception is requested, the value of the requested 

exception must be added to the value of any previous  exceptions and the 
appropriate rule/regulation applied.  

 
2.5 Where the total value of the ensuing contract exceeds £5,000, it must be added to 

the Council’s Contract Register to ensure compliance with Local Government 
Transparency Code 2015.  

 
2.6 An award notice is required to be published for all contracts valued over £25,000.  
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2.7 Valid exceptions are: 
 
2.7.1 Genuine emergencies: critical preventative or remedial work where there is a real 

and imminent risk to the life and/or safety of people or property arising from hitherto 
unforeseen ‘catastrophic’ events or incidents, for example fire, flood or pandemic.  

 
2.7.2 Value for Money: where proprietary or patented goods or services; or the 

requirement is of such a specialist nature that it can genuinely only be fulfilled by 
one person or organisation; or the compatibility with existing goods or services is 
required and/or where those existing goods or services can only be sourced from 
the same supplier. 

 
2.7.4 Urgent Situations not of the Council’s Own Making: the urgency must have been 

reasonably unforeseeable (e.g. an existing supplier going out of business) and 
genuinely be a case of time is of the essence. Urgency arising from the Council’s 
own making (e.g. lack of planning) shall not justify an exception. Where this 
exception is used, a compliant procurement process must be implemented as soon 
as possible.  

 
2.7.5  Specialist advice or opinion requested by the Council’s legal adviser.  
 
2.8 In the case of a breach to these Rules, the Responsible Officer must make an 

immediate report to the Monitoring Officer and S151 officer detailing the breach and 
any management action taken to address the issues arising from the breach. 
Internal Audit will maintain a record of all such breaches which will be reported to 
the Constitution and Ethics Committee by the Monitoring Officer annually.  

 

3 Exceptions for Care Placements 
 
3.1 Adult social care placements and placements made for children in care or  children 

and young people with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) are not subject 
to the Rules but are subject to the requirements set out below. Please note that 
where the placement’s main subject matter is health care, compliance with the PSR 
is required, refer to Section 4. 

 
3.2 Tier 1 Block Contracts: when a supplier is procured with guaranteed service levels 

and pre-agreed prices, the Council may refer users to over the contract period. The 
Rules apply to the procurement of block contracts and responsible officers must 
endeavour to maximise the use of block contracts.  

 
3.3 Tier 2 Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS)/Framework Agreements: procured lists 

of providers with fixed or average rates to which the Council may refer users over 
the contract period. The Rules apply to the procurement of all DPSs and framework 
agreements which must be utilised only when the block contracts are unable to 
meet the required needs.  

 
3.4 Tier 3 Spot purchased placements: non procured providers which can only be used 

when the required needs cannot be met by either a Tier 1 or Tier 2  provider. The 
relevant budget holder, or commissioning head of service, may award spot 
contracts if the following criteria are satisfied: 
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• The requirement is such that only one provider in a reasonable proximity can 
meet the individual’s needs; 
 

• The requirement is both complex and unique to the individual;  
 

• There is no accessible Tier 1 or Tier 2 contract available for the individual; 
and 

 

• The requirement has been approved in writing by the head of service. 
 

All spot purchased contracts must be recorded on the Council’s Contract Register 
ensuring that data protection requirements are met and confidentiality is 
maintained.  

 

4 The Provider Selection Regime 
 
4.1 The Provider Selection Regime (PSR) applies to the procurement of health care 

services as defined in Section 275 (1) of the National Health Service Act (2006). 
For a more detailed definition, please refer to the PSR Guidance document. For the 
avoidance of doubt, mixed procurements: 

• where health care services are the main subject matter of the contract and 
the Council is of the view that the other goods and services could not 
reasonably be supplied under a separate contract; and 

• The estimate lifetime value of the health care services is higher than the 
value of the other components of the contract. 

are in scope of the PSR.  
 
4.2 When procuring health care services, sections 8 to 13 of the Contract Procedure 

Rules do not apply. For the avoidance of doubt, there is no threshold for the PSR, it 
applies to contracts of all values. 

 
4.3 The PSR provides for five decision making processes which are summarised 

below, Responsible Officers should refer to the PSR Guide when making a decision 
about which process to follow.  

 
4.4 Direct award process A must be used when all the following apply: 

• There is an existing provider of the health care services to which the 
proposed contracting arrangements relate; and 

• The responsible officer is satisfied that the health care services to which the 
proposed contracting arrangements relate are capable of being provided 
only be the existing provider (or group of providers) due to the nature of the 
health care services.  

This process must not be used to conclude a framework agreement.  
 
4.5 Direct award process B must be used when all the following apply:  

• The proposed contracting arrangements relate to health care services in 
respect of which a patient is offered a choice of provider; and 

• The number of providers is not restricted by the Council; and 
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• The Council will offer contracts to all providers to whom an award can be 
made because they meet all the requirements in relation to the provision of 
the health care services to the patients; and  

• The Council has arrangements in place to enable providers to express an 
interest in providing the health care services. 

This process must not be used to conclude a framework agreement.  
 
4.6 Direct award process C may be used when all the following apply:  

• The Council is not required to use direct award processes A or B; and 

• The term of the existing contract is due to expire and the Council proposes a 
new contract to replace that existing contract at the end of its term; and 

• The proposed contracting arrangements are not changing considerably; and 
the Council is of the view that the existing provider (or group of providers) is 
satisfying the existing contract and will likely satisfy the proposed contract to 
a sufficient standard. 

This process must not be used to conclude a framework agreement. 
 
4.7 The most suitable provider process may be used when all the following apply: 

• The Council is not required to use direct award processes A or B; and 

• The Council cannot or does not wish to use direct award process C; and 

• The Council is of the view, taking into account likely providers and all 
relevant information available at the time, that it is likely to be able to identify 
the most suitable provider without running a competitive process.  

The most suitable provider process must not be used to conclude a framework 
agreement. 

 
4.8 The competitive process must be used when all the following apply: 

• The Council is not required to follow direct award processes A or B; and 

• The Council cannot or does not wish to follow direct award process C and 
cannot or does not wish to follow the most suitable provider process. 

This process must be used if the Council wishes to conclude a framework 
agreement.  

 
4.9 When direct award process C, the most suitable provider process or the competitive 

process are used, the following key criteria must all be used to evaluate the options: 

• Quality and innovation 

• Value 

• Integration, collaboration and service sustainability 

• Improving access, reducing health inequalities and facilitating patient choice 

• Social value 
 
4.10 When following direct award process C, the most suitable provider process or the 

competitive process, a standstill period of eight (8) working days must be observed. 
If a representation is received during the standstill period, the Council will undertake 
an internal review in compliance with the PSR to determine the merits of the 
representation. 
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4.11 Responsible officers must keep clear records detailing their decision making 
processes and rationale. This must be done for all processes. Decision Record 
Templates are available in the PSR Guide and must be used in all cases.  

 
4.12 The Council must monitor its compliance with the PSR and publish a monitoring 

report annually.  
 
4.13 Modifications to existing contracts must comply with the PSR. Modifications which 

make an existing contract or framework agreement materially different in character 
are not permitted under the PSR and would require a new PSR process to be 
undertaken. Further information on contract modifications is available in the PSR 
Guide.  

 
4.14 The PSR does not apply where the council is delegating its functions to an NHS 

body under a section 75 agreement. Where the council is collaborating with an NHS 
body under a section 75 agreement and then jointly commissioning services, these 
services must be arranged using the PSR. 

  
4.15 In urgent situations, the Council may make the following decisions without following 

the steps normally required under PSR: 

• Re-award contracts to existing providers 

• Award contracts for new services 

• Award contracts for considerably changed services 

• Make contract modifications. 
However, in making these decisions, the following rules apply: 

• The length of the contract must be set for only as long as is strictly 
necessary to address the urgent situation and a full award process must be 
conducted as soon as possible. If the term of the contract is longer than 12 
months, a record must be made justifying the position. 

• Records must be kept of the justifications for the urgency decision made. 

• An Urgent Award or an Urgent Modification Notice must be published within 
30 days.  

 

5 The Role of the Responsible Officer 
 
5.1 The responsible officer will be the officer named in the Procurement Plan or by the 

director responsible for the budget or, in the absence of the above, the officer 
responsible for the budget that the expenditure is being made against subject to the 
delegated authority being adequate. 

 
5.2 Responsible officers:  
 
5.2.1 Are individually responsible for ensuring that they fully understand and comply with 

all aspects of the Rules, failure to do so  may result in disciplinary action.  
 
5.2.2 Must check whether a suitable corporate contract or other publicly available 

contract/framework agreement is available before seeking to procure another 
contract. Where such a contract does exist, its use should be considered. 
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5.2.3 Must ensure that they have the correct authorisation to procure and award the 
contract before proceeding.  

 
5.2.4 Add any contract valued at or over £5,000 to the Council’s Contract Register to 

ensure compliance  with the Local Government Transparency Code 2015.  
 
5.2.5  Must ensure that the contracts for which they are responsible are effectively 

managed and monitored to ensure they deliver the requirement as intended and to 
address any performance issues as soon as possible.  

 
5.2.6  Must keep a record of all decisions made in connection with the procurement, 

records should also include minutes from any meetings held.  
 
5.2.7  Must consider whether the procurement constitutes a key decision. If it does then 

the responsible officer must seek approval from the relevant committee before 
commencing the procurement. If the responsible officer is unsure, advice on what 
constitutes a key decision should be sought from Democratic Services.  

 
5.2.8  Must ensure that a PDF copy of the signed contract is forwarded to the 

Procurement and Commercial Team for all contracts valued over £100,000.  
 
5.3 Supporting information about the role of the responsible officer can be found in the 

Procurement Guide. 
 

6 Chief Officer Responsibilities 
 
6.1 Chief officers must ensure that they and their officers comply with these Rules at all 

times.  
 
6.2 Chief officers must ensure that value for money is achieved in all procurements. 
 

7 Prevention of Corruption/Declaration of Interests 
 
7.1 Where an officer has a potential conflict of interest in a procurement, the officer 

must declare this immediately to the relevant director. The officer may be required 
to withdraw from the procurement process. Any officer who fails to declare such a 
conflict of interest may be subject to disciplinary proceedings and risks being 
prosecuted under the Bribery Act 2010. 

 
7.2 Officers involved in procurement activity must comply with the Council’s Code of 

Conduct and must not offer, promise or give any gift or reward in respect of the 
award or performance of any contract, unless the contract is financially constructed 
in such a way to pay the supplier payment by results.  

 
7.3 Members involved in procurement activity will at all times act in a manner consistent 

with their Code of Conduct. 
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8 Income Generation/Concession Contracts 
 
8.1 The responsible officer must seek legal, financial and procurement advice  for any 

contracts which will generate income for the Council, including to determine if the 
Concession Contract Regulations (2016) apply.  

 

9 Procuring via a Framework Agreement or Dynamic Purchasing System 
(DPS) 

 
9.1 The responsible officer must ensure that there is no corporate contract / framework 

agreement / DPS available before undertaking an alternative procurement process. 
 
9.2 A contract of any value can be procured via a framework agreement or DPS. 

Compliance with the Rules and relevant national law is achieved through 
compliance with the framework agreement/DPS terms and conditions. If the 
proposed call off is valued over £100,000, the Procurement and Commercial must 
be consulted before the procurement is started.  

 
9.3 For the avoidance of doubt, a framework agreement or DPS is considered a 

compliant procurement route where: 
9.3.1 It has been entered into by the Council in compliance with the Rules;  

Or 
9.3.2 Another contracting authority, purchasing consortium or central government has 

tendered the framework agreement or DPS in compliance with national 
procurement law and the Council is named as a potential user of the arrangement. 

 
9.4 Most framework agreements are available via mini competition or direct award, the 

responsible officer should always seek to use a competitive process where one is 
available. Where a direct award is being considered, approval must first be sought 
from the Procurement and Commercial Team.  

 
9.5 The responsible officer shall carry out due diligence checks at contract award and 

for the duration of the contract. These checks shall include evidence of fulfilment of 
any selection criteria and that there are no grounds for exclusion.  

 
9.6 Approval for award of a contract must be sought in compliance with the Delegated 

Authorities Matrix at Appendix 2. 
 
9.7 The contract must be signed or sealed in accordance with the Delegated Authorities 

Matrix at Appendix 2. If the contract is valued over £100,000 a signed PDF copy 
must be sent to the Procurement and Commercial Team. 

 
9.8 Where the call-off contract is valued over £25,000 an award notice is required to be 

published on Contracts Finder. 
 
9.9 Where the Council is using an external framework agreement/DPS and the total 

value of the contract is £5,000 or over, the responsible officer must add the 
Contract to the Council’s Contract Register to ensure compliance with the Local 
Government Transparency Code 2015.  
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10 Procurements up to £5,000 in Total Value 
 
10.1 Whilst obtaining value for money remains the primary objective, multiple quotations 

are not essential.  
 
10.2 The responsible officer must first ensure that there is no corporate contract, 

framework agreement or DPS before procuring goods, services or works.  
 
10.3 The responsible officer must raise a purchase order. The terms of the purchase 

order should suffice for a contract, unless the officer believes the complexity of the 
purchase requires more bespoke terms from Pathfinder Legal Services. The 
purchase order must specify clearly what the officer requires from the supplier.  

 

11 Procurements valued over £5,000 but below £25,000 
 
11.1 The responsible officer must not seek to procure any goods, services or works if the 

requirement can be satisfied using an existing corporate contract, framework 
agreement or DPS.  

 
11.2 The responsible officer must seek a minimum of three comparable written 

quotations. Wherever possible at least two quotations must be from a local 
provider.  

 
11.3 The written quotations must include the following information as a minimum: 

• Details of the goods, services or works to be supplied; 

• Where and when the supply is to take place; 

• The total value of the contract; and 
 

• The terms and conditions to apply to the procurement including price and 
payment terms. 

 
11.4 Quotations may be submitted by letter, email or via the Council’s e procurement 

system. 
 
11.5 The contract award must be approved in accordance with the Delegated Authorities 

Matrix at Appendix 2.  
 
11.6 A purchase order must be raised, the terms of the purchase order should suffice for 

a contract unless the responsible officer believes the complexity of the purchase 
requires more bespoke terms from the Pathfinder Legal Services. The purchase 
order should include the information provided by the winning supplier as detailed in 
section 10.3 above. 

 
11.7 The responsible officer must add the contract to the Council’s Contract Register to 

ensure compliance with Local Government Transparency Code 2015. 
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12 Procurements valued between £25,000 and £100,000 
 
12.1 The responsible officer must not seek to procure any goods, services or works if the 

requirement can be satisfied using an existing corporate contract, framework 
agreement or DPS. 

 
12.2 The responsible officer must obtain a minimum of three written quotations and 

whenever possible, at least two of those quotations must be from a local supplier.  
 
12.3 The responsible officer must use the formal Request for Quotation documents 

available on the procurement pages of the intranet unless otherwise agreed with 
the Procurement and Commercial Team. 

 
12.4 The inclusion of social value criteria in the evaluation methodology should be 

considered in discussion with the Procurement and Commercial Team if necessary. 
 
12.5 An advert and award notice must be placed on Contracts Finder by the responsible 

officer, usually via the Council’s e-procurement system.  
 
12.6 The evaluation criteria must be established before the advert is published and those 

same criteria must be used when evaluating the quotations received.  
 
12.7 The responsible officer must raise a purchase order and ensure that the Council’s 

standard terms and conditions (located on the procurement pages of the Intranet) 
are used unless the responsible officer believes that the complexity of the 
procurement requires the amendment of those terms by Pathfinder Legal Services.  

 
12.8 All bidders must be notified of the award decision simultaneously in writing by the 

responsible officer either via email or the Council’s e-procurement system. 
 
12.9 If an unsuccessful bidder makes a written request to the Council for a further 

debrief in relation to the award decision, the responsible officer must provide 
appropriate information within fifteen calendar days of receipt of the written request. 
The confidentiality of the quotations received, and the identity of other bidders must 
be preserved at all times and information about one bidder’s response must not be 
disclosed to another bidder. Under no circumstances should the responsible officer 
provide a verbal debriefing to any bidder.  

 
12.10 The responsible officer must add the contract to the Council’s Contract Register to 

ensure compliance with Local Government Transparency Code 2015. 
 
12.11 Relevant documentation from the procurement process, particularly the quotations 

received, evaluation process and the signed contract must be retained by the 
service so that it can be made available for audit purposes. 

 

13 Procurements valued over £100,000 
 
13.1 The responsible officer must not seek to procure any goods, services or works if the 

requirement can be satisfied using an existing corporate contract, framework 
agreement or DPS. 
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13.2 The responsible officer must consult with the Procurement and Commercial Team 

and Pathfinder Legal Services before commencing the procurement.  
 
13.3 A Procurement Plan will be developed by the responsible officer and the 

Procurement and Commercial Team and will be used to ensure that proper 
authority is granted for the procurement process and if relevant contract award.  

 
13.4 The inclusion of social value criteria in the evaluation methodology should be 

considered in discussion with the Procurement and Commercial Team.  
 
13.5 For procurements valued below the relevant UK procurement threshold, an open 

tender process will be followed. For procurements valued over the relevant UK 
Procurement Threshold, the Procurement and Commercial Team will provide 
advice as to the most appropriate process.  

 
13.6 The responsible officer will work with the Procurement and Commercial Team to 

develop all relevant procurement documents and these must include full details of 
the tender evaluation criteria. 

 
13.7 An advert must be placed on Contracts Finder and if the procurement is valued 

over the relevant UK procurement threshold on Find a Tender Service. These 
adverts must be placed via the Council’s e-procurement system.  

 
13.8 The procurement process must be managed electronically via the Council’s  

e-procurement system.  
 
13.9 Tenders must be evaluated according to the advertised evaluation criteria. 

Clarification questions may be asked as long as the response would not have the 
effect of materially changing the tender received.  

 
13.10 The bidder with the highest evaluation score will normally be awarded the contract, 

if this is not the case further advice must be sought from the Procurement and 
Commercial Team and Pathfinder Legal Services.  

 
13.11 Authorisation of award must be granted in accordance with the Delegated 

Authorities Matrix in Appendix 2 before award can take place.  
 
13.12 All bidders must be notified of the award decision simultaneously via the Council’s 

e-procurement system whether or not their bid was successful using the template 
letters available on the procurement pages of the intranet.  

 
13.13 Where the procurement is valued over the relevant UK procurement threshold, the 

notification of award letters will take a specific format to be compliant with Public 
Contract Regulations (2015) and will include a mandatory standstill period of not 
less than ten days. Such letters must be drafted by the Procurement and 
Commercial Team. If during the standstill period, a challenge or request for 
feedback is received from an unsuccessful bidder, the standstill period must be 
paused until the matter is successfully resolved. No contract award can take place 
in the intervening period. The officer in receipt of this communication must 
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immediately contact the Procurement and Commercial Team and Pathfinder Legal 
Services for advice before any response is made. 

 
13.14 The responsible officer must raise a purchase order and ensure that the contract 

and description in that purchase order are sufficiently clear. 
 
13.15 The responsible officer must add the contract to the Council’s Contract Register to 

ensure compliance with Local Government Transparency Code 2015. 
 
13.16 Relevant documentation from the procurement process, particularly the tenders 

received and the evaluation process, must be retained by the service so that it can 
be made available for audit purposes. 

 
13.17 The responsible officer must send a signed PDF copy of the contract to the 

Procurement and Commercial Team as soon as possible. 
 

14 Use of Presentations/Site Visits or Demonstrations 

 
14.1 The responsible officer should not use presentations, site visits or demonstrations 

in the procurement process except in exceptional circumstances where a clear 
justification has been agreed with the Procurement and Commercial Team 

 
14.2 If used, all bidders must be given the opportunity to engage in these presentations, 

site visits or demonstrations and the procurement documentation must clearly state 
what weighting these have.  

 

15 Late tenders, Irregular Tenders or Errors in Tenders 
 
15.1 Tenders received after the fixed closing date and time or tenders which are not 

submitted in accordance with the Rules and any criteria set out in the procurement 
documentation, will be disqualified unless otherwise agreed by the Monitoring 
Officer.  

 
15.2 Irregular tenders must be reported to the relevant chief officer. The chief officer, in 

agreement with the Monitoring Officer, may accept the irregular tender if they 
determine that the bidder has gained no unfair advantage from its irregularity. The 
reasons for such acceptance should be recorded in writing.  

 
15.3 The relevant chief officer, with the prior approval of the Monitoring Officer, may 

permit a bidder to correct an error or omission that, in the opinion of the chief 
officer, is an obvious one and if they determine that the bidder will gain no unfair 
advantage from correcting the error. Any such corrections must be recorded.  

 

16 Clarifications and Negotiation 
 
16.1 Bidders may seek clarifications throughout the procurement process. Such 

clarification requests must be recorded in writing and where the response may be of 
value to all potential bidders, the anonymised response must be circulated to those 
potential bidders.  
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16.2 Under no circumstances can clarification processes be used as an opportunity to 
conduct negotiations.  

 
16.3 Negotiations are only permitted above the relevant UK procurement threshold and 

then only in compliance with the Public Contract Regulations (2015). This includes 
the use of post tender negotiations. If negotiation is being considered, the 
Procurement and Commercial Team must be contacted as soon as possible.  

 

17 Forming Contracts 
 
17.1 All expenditure with external organisations must be confirmed in writing.  
 
17.2 Sections 10, 1 12 and 13 detail the nature of the contract that should be used at 

each procurement threshold. 
 
17.3 All contracts must be approved, signed by an appropriate officer (as detailed in the 

Delegated Authorities Matrix) or sealed by Pathfinder Legal Services if valued over 
£500,000 or if deemed necessary for other reasons. 

 
17.4 A PDF copy of the signed contract must be forwarded to the Procurement and 

Commercial Team where the contract value is over £100,000. 
 
17.5 All contracts valued over £5,000 must be entered on to the Council’s Contract 

Register by the responsible officer.  
 
17.6 Any changes to a contract should also be entered on to the Council’s Contract 

Register by the responsible officer. 
 

18 Bonds, Parent Company Guarantees and Other Sureties 

 
18.1 Where a bond or guarantee is required to ensure satisfactory contract performance 

and/or to protect the Council, the requirement must be notified to bidders in the 
procurement documentation and must be in place no later than four weeks after 
contract signature. 

 
18.2 The responsible officer should consult with the Chief Finance Officer and Pathfinder 

Legal Services as to whether such a bond or guarantee is required where: 

• The total value of the contract exceeds £500,000; or 

• It is proposed to make stage or other payments in advance of receiving the 
whole of the subject matter of the contract; or 

• There is concern about the stability of the supplier no matter what the value.  
 
18.3 The Council must never give a bond or other guarantee. 
 

19 Non-Compliance with the Rules 

 
19.1 If an officer becomes aware of any non-compliance with the Rules which cannot be 

remedied, they must notify the Monitoring Officer or Chief Finance Officer at the 
earliest opportunity. The consequences of such non-compliance may lead to 
suspension or dismissal from the Council.  
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20 Contract Management 
 
20.1 All contracts valued over £100,000 must have a named contract manager. 
 
20.2 During the life of the contract, the contract manager must monitor the overall 

performance of the contract in line with the specification, agreed service levels and 
contract terms. 

 
20.3 In any case where a variation to an existing contract means that the contract value 

exceeds the relevant UK procurement threshold, or where there is any material 
change to the contract, the contract must be treated as a new procurement under 
these rules. The Procurement and Commercial Team should be contacted for 
further advice in these circumstances.  

 
20.4 Legal advice must be sought before assignments or novations are entered into.  
 
20.5 Contracts may be extended where: 

• There is budgetary provision; and 

• Value for money can be clearly demonstrated; and 

• There is provision in the original contract for such an extension. 
 
20.6 Extensions are not permitted where they are not provided for in the original contract 

or where such an extension would take the contract value over the relevant UK 
procurement threshold.  

 

21 Other Matters 
 
21.1 Abnormally Low Bids 
 
21.1.1 Under the Public Contract Regulations (2015) the Council is required to request an 

explanation of the price or costs proposed in a tender where  that price or those 
costs appear to be abnormally low in relation to the requirement. 

 
21.1.2 Advice should be sought from the Procurement and Commercial Team during this 

process to ensure that the legal requirements are adequately complied with.  
 
21.2 UK GDPR 
 
21.2.1 Officers conducting a procurement should ensure that a Data Protection Impact 

Assessment is conducted prior to the procurement being conducted.  
 
21.2.2 Further advice may be sought from the Procurement and Commercial Team and/or 

the Data Protection Team before further action is taken.  
 
21.3 Retention of Records 
 
21.3.1 The responsible officer must have due regard to the Council’s Retention Policy in all 

procurement activity and record keeping. 
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Appendix 1 

Definitions 
 

Assignment Transfer of contractual benefit by one party to another.  
 

Award notice A notice published on Contracts Finder or Find A 
Tender which provides details of the winning bidder 
and the final value of the contract. Award notices are 
required for all procurements valued over £25,000. 
 

Bidder Any person or organisation who asks for or is invited to 
submit a quotation or tender. 
 

Call Off A specific requirement which can be met under the 
terms of a framework agreement/DPS and which is 
issued under the terms of the framework 
agreement/DPS. 
 

Chief Officer The Council officer as defined in the Constitution.  
 

Collaborative joint procurement Combining procurements together with likeminded 
contracting authorities for mutual benefit. 
 

Contract  A legally binding agreement between two or more 
parties for performing some specified act(s) in 
exchange for a lawful consideration.  
 

Contract Extension An extension to the duration of a contract beyond the 
initial term but not including any alteration to the scope 
of the contract. 
 

Contract Management The process for managing contract creation, execution 
and analysis to maximise operational and financial 
performance of an organisation all while reducing 
financial risk. 
 

Contract Manager The officer responsible for the budget and the 
management of the contract, including the 
performance management and ensuring compliance 
with its terms and conditions. 
 

Contract Register The register that stores details of the Council’s 
contracts such as duration and expiry dates. 
 

Contract Term The length of the contract including the initial terms 
and any extension periods proposed. 
 

Contract Value The total value over the whole life of the contract 
including potential extension periods. 
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Contract Variation An alteration to the scope, term or any other part of a 
contract. The limitations of the Public Contract 
Regulations should be borne in mind when varying a 
contract. 
 

Contracting Authority Has the definition contained with the Public Contract 
Regulations 2015. 
 

Corporate Contract A contract that has already been let by the Council. 
 

Council Cambridgeshire County Council. 
 

Dynamic Purchasing System 
(DPS) 

A completely electronic system of limited duration 
which is established to purchase commonly used 
goods, services or works and which is open throughout 
its duration for the admission of suppliers who satisfy 
the selection criteria specified. 
 

E-Procurement System A system that enables the Council and suppliers to 
conduct the key activities of the procurement lifecycle 
over the internet. 
 

Exception Approval given as appropriate to except a procurement 
or contract from the Rules. 
 

Evaluation The process of assessing received tenders or 
quotations against the published criteria to identify the 
winning bidder.  
 

Framework Agreement A formal tendered arrangement which sets out the 
terms and conditions under which specific purchases 
(call-offs) can be made from the successful bidders in 
unpredicted quantities at different times throughout the 
term of the framework agreement. 
 

Goods Tangible assets including electricity, hardware, 
software, plant hire etc. 
 

Initial term The initial period of the contract which may be 
subsequently extended. 
 

Invitation to Tender Means the document(s) containing the specification, 
proposed terms and conditions, and other appropriate 
information, as issued to bidders to solicit formal 
tenders. 
 

Irregular Tender A tender that does not comply with the instructions set 
out in the Invitation to Tender document. 
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Light Touch Regime Refers to those social and other specific services 
covered by Part 2: Chapter 3 – Section 7 and the CPV 
codes detailed in Schedule 3 of the Public Contract 
Regulations (2015). 
 

Local  Areas covered by the Business Board of the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined 
Authority. An organisation which is not local in its 
address but that can help the local area may be 
included in this definition.  
 

Members Democratically elected representatives that represent 
the interests of the people of Cambridgeshire at a 
local, regional and national level. 
 

Monitoring Officer The officer appointed by the Council under Section 5 of 
the Local Government and Housing Act 1989. 
 

Novation The substitution of a new contract for one already 
existing. The new contract may be between the new 
parties or may involve the introduction of a new party. 
A novation also takes place when the original parties 
continue their obligation to one another but a new 
agreement is substituted for an existing one. 
  

Officer An employee of the Council. 
 

Open tender A one stage tender process whereby all bidders are 
invited to bid in response to an advertisement. 
 

Pathfinder Legal Services The Council’s legal advisors. 
 

Publicly Available Contract A contract that has been let by another Contracting 
Authority or a public purchasing consortium and which 
is available for use by the Council. The Council must 
have been named specifically or generally within the 
procurement documentation in order to enable access. 
 

Quotation An offer to sell goods, services or works at a stated 
price under specified conditions.  
 

Responsible Officer The officer responsible for the procurement and the 
budget under which the contract is being let. 
 

Services Contract Means public contracts which have as their object the 
provision of services other than those referred to in the 
works definition. 
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Specification An exact statement of the particular need to be 
satisfied or essential characteristics that the Council 
requires and which a bidder must deliver. 
 

Tender A formal offer from a bidder which is capable of being 
accepted by the Council and which is submitted in 
response to an Invitation to Tender. It shall include all 
documents comprising the submission including 
pricing, technical specifications and method statements 
as well as information about the bidder. 
 

UK GDPR The UK General Data Protection Regulation which 
consists of the EU General Data Protection Regulation 
as incorporated into the law of England and Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland by virtue of Section 3 of 
the European Union (withdrawal) Act 2018 and 
amended by Schedule 1 to the Data Protection, 
Privacy and Electronic Communications (Amendments 
etc) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019. 
 

UK Procurement Threshold The contract value at which the Public Contract 
Regulations (2015) must be applied. See Appendix 3 
for further information. 
 

Value for Money Not necessarily the lowest price, it combines goods, 
services or works that fully meet the needs with the 
level of quality required, delivered at the time needed 
and at an appropriate price. 
 

Waiver A means of seeking an exception from one or more of 
these CPRs. 
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Appendix 2 

Delegated Authorities Matrix 
 
 
Procurement Stage Budget 

support 

Budget 

manager 

(Project 

Manager for 

Capital) 

  

Head of 

Service 

Service 

Director / 

Asst 

Director 

Exec 

Director 

Joint 

Commissioning 

Board (JCB) 

Committee Central Procurement 

Team 

  Tier 4 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 1 

  

   

Procurement Plan 

approval1 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A Over £100,000 Inc. to approve 

start 

£100,000 - £500,000 

Senior Category 

Manager 

Over £500,000 Head 

of Procurement 

  
‘Start procurement’ 
approval2 

N/A Up to 

£200,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

Over £25,000 

for P&C  

Over £500,000 

key decision 

  

N/A 

Contract award 

approval3 

N/A Up to 

£200,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

N/A Over £500,000 

unless 

delegated 

  

N/A 

 
1 Procurement Plans that relate to People and Communities must be approved by the JCB, Plans that are for joint procurements by PCC and CCC must be approved by Heads of Procurement at 

PCC and CCC. All other Plans should be approved by the relevant Chief Officer or their named delegate.  
2 Procurements that are not valued over £500, 000 but still are related to Key Decisions need to be approved by the appropriate Committee. Start procurement means publish advert, documents 

may start to be prepared before approval is granted. 
3 Approval to award of contracts valued over £100,000 will require an Award Report to be prepared by the Responsible Officer and the Procurement Officer. 
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Procurement Stage Budget 

support 

Budget 

manager 

(Project 

Manager for 

Capital) 

  

Head of 

Service 

Service 

Director / 

Asst 

Director 

Exec 

Director 

Joint 

Commissioning 

Board (JCB) 

Committee Central Procurement 

Team 

  Tier 4 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 1 

  

   

Sign or seal 

contract4 

N/A Up to 

£200,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

  

N/A N/A N/A 

Official order5 Up to £5,000 Up to 

£200,000 

Up to 

£500,000 

Up to 

£1m 

  

Unlimited N/A N/A N/A 

Enhanced order for 

specific business 

areas6 

  

Up to £5,000 Up to £1m Up to 

£5m 

Up to 

£1m 

Unlimited N/A N/A N/A 

 
 

 
4 Contracts can be signed up to £500,000 unless the Monitoring Officer requires them to be sealed. Contracts over £500,000 should be sealed by Pathfinder Legal Services.  
5 Approval of orders (in ERP Gold) are subject to prior thresholds being authorised, e.g. over £500,000 a Committee Report must have been approved 
6 Approval of orders (in ERP Gold) are subject to prior thresholds being authorised, e.g. over £500,000 a Committee Report must have been approved 
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Appendix 3 

UK Procurement Thresholds 
 
These thresholds are effective from 1st January 2024 and are inclusive of VAT.  
 
Works threshold: £5,372,609 
 
Services threshold: £214,904 
 
Light Touch Regime threshold: £663,540 
 
Concessions threshold: £5,372,609 
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Officer Employment Procedure Rules  

 
 

1. Recruitment and Appointment 
 

1.1 Declarations 
 

 (i) The Council will draw up a statement requiring any candidate for appointment 
as an officer to state in writing the name and job title of any relative, friend or 
acquaintance employed by Cambridgeshire County Council. 
 

 (ii) No candidate so related to a councillor or an officer will be appointed without the 
authority of the relevant chief officer or an officer nominated by them. 
 

1.2 Seeking support for appointment 
 

 (i) Subject to paragraph 1.2(iii), the Council will disqualify any applicant who directly 
or indirectly seeks the support of any councillor for any appointment with the 
Council. The content of this paragraph will be included in any recruitment 
information. 
 

 (ii) Subject to paragraph 1.2(iii), no councillor will seek support for any person for 
any appointment with the Council. 
 

 (iii) Nothing in paragraphs 1.2(i) and 1.2(ii) above will preclude a councillor from 
giving a written reference for a candidate for submission with an application for 
appointment. 
 

2.  Recruitment of Chief Executive, Executive Directors, and Statutory 
Roles 
 

2.1 Where the Council proposes to appoint a Chief Executive, executive director, or any 
other statutory role and it is not proposed that the appointment be made exclusively 
from among their existing officers, the Staffing and Appeals Committee will: 
 

 (a) Draw up a statement specifying: 
 

 (i)  The duties of the officer concerned;  
 

 (ii)  Any qualifications or qualities to be sought in the person to be appointed; 
 

 (iii) The terms and conditions; and 
 

 (iv) The remuneration package. 
  
 (b) Make arrangements for the post to be advertised in such a way as is likely to 

bring it to the attention of persons who are qualified to apply for it. 
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 (c) Make arrangements for a copy of the statement mentioned in paragraph 2.1(a) 
to be sent to any person on request. 

3. Appointment of Chief Executive, Monitoring Officer and Section 151 
Officer 

3.1 
 

The Full Council will approve the appointment of the Chief Executive, Monitoring 
Officer and Section 151 Officer following the recommendation of such an 
appointment by the Staffing and Appeals Committee. 

3.2 The Full Council may only make or approve the appointment of the Chief Executive, 
the Monitoring Officer or the Section 151 Officer where no well-founded objection 
has been made by any member of the Staffing and Appeals Committee. 

4. Appointment of Executive Directors and Statutory Roles 
 

4.1 The Staffing and Appeals Committee of the Council will appoint executive directors 
and statutory roles, excluding the Chief Executive, Monitoring Officer and Section 
151 Officer. 

4.2 An offer of employment as an executive director or any other statutory role shall 
only be made subject to satisfactory references and pre-employment checks. 

4.3 For the purposes of these Procedure Rules, executive directors are those named in 
Article 11 of the Constitution. Statutory roles, other than the Chief Executive, 
Section 151 Officer and Monitoring Officer, include: 
 

(i) Director of Adult Social Services; 
 
(ii) Director of Children’s Services; 

 
(iii) Director of Public Health; and 

 
(iv) Chief Education Officer. 

4.4 Where a reorganisation affects the structure/numbers of executive directors and/or 
statutory posts, posts in the new structure will be filled in line with the enabling 
process agreed at the time. Any competitive interviews will be carried out by the 
Staffing and Appeals Committee in accordance with the enabling process. 

5. Other Appointments  

5.1 Officers below executive director level. 
 

The appointment of officers below executive director level (other than the identified 
statutory roles and assistants to political groups) is the responsibility of the Chief 
Executive as the Head of Paid Service or their nominee, and may not be made by 
councillors. 
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5.2 Assistants to Political Groups 
 

Appointment of an assistant to a political group shall be made in accordance with 
the wishes of that political group and in line with legislative requirements. 

6. Dismissal and Disciplinary Action 

6.1 In the case of dismissals, the Staffing and Appeals Committee will hear the case 
against the Chief Executive as Head of Paid Service, Monitoring Officer and Section 
151 Officer concerned, and the hearing will be conducted in accordance with the 
Council’s Disciplinary Procedure. 

6.2 In the following paragraphs: 
 

(i) "the 2011 Act" means the Localism Act 2011; 
 

(ii) "Section 151 Officer", "disciplinary action", "head of the authority's paid 
service" and "monitoring officer" have the same meaning as in regulation 2 of 
the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) Regulations 2001; 

 
(iii) "independent person" means a person appointed under section 28(7) of the 

2011 Act; 
 

(iv) "local government elector" means a person registered as a local government 
elector in the register of electors in the authority's area in accordance with 
the Representation of the People Acts; 

 
(v) "the panel" means a committee appointed by the authority under section 

102(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 for the purposes of advising the 
authority on matters relating to the dismissal of relevant officers of the 
authority; 

 
(vi) "relevant meeting" means a meeting of the authority to consider whether or 

not to approve a proposal to dismiss a relevant officer; and 
 

(vii) "relevant officer" means the Section 151 Officer, head of the authority's paid 
service or monitoring officer, as the case may be. 

6.3 A relevant officer may not be dismissed should the authority not comply with the 
procedure set out in the following paragraphs. 

6.4 The authority must invite relevant independent persons to be considered for 
appointment to the panel, with a view to appointing at least two such persons onto 
the panel. 

6.5 In paragraph 6.4, "relevant independent persons" means any independent person 
who has been appointed by the authority or, where there are fewer than two such 
persons, such independent persons as have been appointed by another authority or 
authorities as the authority considers appropriate. 
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6.6 Subject to paragraph 6.7, the authority must appoint to the panel such relevant 
independent persons who have accepted an invitation issued in accordance with 
paragraph 6.4 in accordance with the following priority order: 

 
(i) A relevant independent person who has been appointed by the authority and 

who is a local government elector; 
 

(ii) Any other relevant independent person who has been appointed by the 
authority; 

 
(iii) A relevant independent person who has been appointed by another authority 

or authorities. 

6.7 An authority is not required to appoint more than two relevant independent persons 
in accordance with paragraph 6.6 but may do so. 

6.8 The authority must appoint any panel at least twenty working days before the 
relevant meeting. 

6.9 Before the taking of a vote at the relevant meeting on whether or not to approve 
such a dismissal, the authority must take into account, in particular— 

 
(i) Any advice, views or recommendations of the panel; 

 
(ii) The conclusions of any investigation into the proposed dismissal; and 

 
(iii) Any representations from the relevant officer. 

6.10 Any remuneration, allowances or fees paid by the authority to an independent 
person appointed to the panel must not exceed the level of remuneration, 
allowances or fees payable to that independent person in respect of that person's 
role as independent person under the 2011 Act. 

7. Appointment, Dismissal and Management of all other Employees 

7.1 The appointment, dismissal and management of employees (except the Head of 
Paid Services, Monitoring Officer and Section 151 Officer) including disciplinary 
action will be carried out by properly authorised officers of the Council in line with 
the Recruitment and Selection Policy, other employment policies and procedures 
agreed by the Council and in compliance with statutory obligations. 

7.2 Councillors will not be involved in the disciplinary or dismissal of any officer below 
executive director level except where such involvement is necessary for any 
investigation or inquiry into alleged misconduct, though the Council’s disciplinary, 
capability and related procedures, as adopted from time to time may allow a right of 
appeal to members in respect of dismissals. 
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Decision Review Procedure Rules 
 
 

1.  Overview  
 

 As set out in Part 3B – Responsibility for Functions, Committees of Council, 
Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee, nine members of 
Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee may initiate a review of a 
decision taken by a Policy and Service Committee by submitting a request 
for review to the Monitoring Officer or Chief Executive before the expiry of 
three full working days from the date on which the decision notice was 
published. 
 
Due to the costs and delay caused by review, it is intended that it should 
only be used in exceptional circumstances as a last resort.  
 
Where the review process is initiated the implementation of the decision 
subject to the review shall be suspended until the process is complete or the 
review withdrawn. 
 

2. Decisions which may be subject to review  
 

 As provided in Article 6 and subject to the exceptions set out below, the 
Decision Review procedure shall apply to any decisions made by Policy and 
Service Committees (Adults and Health; Assets and Procurement; Children 
and Young People; Communities, Social Mobility and Inclusion; 
Environment and Green Investment; and Highways and Transport). 
 

 The Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee may not review its 
own decisions. 
 

3. Decisions which may not be reviewed 
 

 The following categories of decision are exempt from the decision review 
process: 
 

(a) A decision in respect of which no decision review request was 
received within the requisite timescales prescribed in these rules 
and has therefore come into effect. 

 
(b) A decision which satisfies the criteria for urgent decisions as set 

out in the Council’s Rules of Procedure. 
 
(c) A decision by Full Council or subject to Full Council approval. 
 
(d) A decision by Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee. 
 
(e) Decisions made by regulatory committees and/or decisions of a 

quasi-judicial or regulatory nature. 
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(f) A decision which has been rescinded by the relevant committee or 

decision maker prior to the determination of any request for a 
decision review in accordance with rule 4.2. 
 

(g) A decision which has been made in accordance with rule 17 of the 
Committee and Sub-Committee Procedure Rules, Previous 
Decisions and Motions. 

 

4. Decision Review Process 
  

4.1 Publication of Decision Statement 
 

 Where a decision has been made by a Policy and Service Committee, the 
decision shall be published in the form of a decision statement, within two 
working days of the decision being made, on the Council’s public website. 
The decision statement shall also be sent to members of the relevant 
committee within the same timescale. 
 
The decision statement will bear the date on which it is published and will 
specify that the decision will be effective on the expiry of three full working 
days after the publication of the decision statement and may then be 
implemented, unless the subject of a decision review request under this 
provision within that three full working day period. The deadline for a 
decision review request shall be specified in the decision statement. 
 

4.2 Review by Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee 
  

Where at least nine full members of the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee wish to initiate a review of a decision which falls 
within the remit of the procedure, they may do so by submitting a written 
request for review to the Monitoring Officer or Chief Executive.  
 
Such a request must be received by the Monitoring Officer or Chief 
Executive before the end of three full working days from the date on which 
the decision notice was published.  
 
Where this criterion is met, the matter shall be referred to the Strategy, 
Resources and Performance Committee for consideration as to whether the 
review request should be dismissed or upheld. 
 
If the request is dismissed, those members requesting the review will be 
notified and the original decision shall take effect by 9.30am the next 
working day following the day of the Strategy, Resources and Performance 
Committee meeting which reviewed the request.  
 
If the review is upheld the matter shall be referred back to the relevant 
committee with a recommendation from the Strategy, Resources and 
Performance Committee. The relevant committee shall reconsider the 
matter, taking into account any concerns and recommendations of the 
Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee, and decide whether to 
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amend the decision or not before reaching a final decision. The decision of 
the relevant committee will take effect at 9.30am on the fourth full working 
day from the date on which the decision notice was published. 
 

 A decision may be subject of a decision review by the Strategy, Resources 
and Performance Committee once only. Once the review has been 
considered by the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee, the 
decision may not be subject of a further decision review by that committee.   
 

5. The Decision Review Procedure Timescales 
 

 Where a valid review request is received, the Monitoring Officer shall 
convene a meeting of the Strategy, Resources and Performance Committee 
as appropriate, to take place within ten working days or as soon as is 
practically possible thereafter.   

 
In setting the date of the review hearing, all reasonable efforts will be made 
to enable attendance by members, relevant officers and other witnesses.  
Councillors who have requested the review shall have the right to address 
the committee when it deals with the issue subject to the usual limits on 
speeches. 
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Members’ Code of Conduct 
 

 

The Members’ Code of Conduct is intended to promote high standards of behaviour 
amongst the elected and co-opted members of the council. 
 
The Code sets out the standard of service that is expected from councillors and co-opted 
members of the Council. In particular, councillors and co-opted members should act in an 
open and transparent manner and should not do anything which would prejudice the 
reputation of the Council. 
 
It is important councillors and co-opted members undertake their position as regards 
standards of conduct, and if in any doubt should seek guidance. This is because in some 
circumstances a breach of the Code could be a criminal offence and because any person 
could make a complaint to the Council if they believe a councillor or co-opted member has 
breached the Code. 
 
This Code is adopted in accordance with Section 27(2) of the Localism Act 2011. 
 

Underlying Principles 
 
The Code is underpinned by the following principles of public life which should be borne in 
mind when interpreting the meaning of the Code: 
 

(a) Selflessness - Holders of public office should act solely in terms of the public 
interest.  
 

(b) Integrity - Holders of public office must avoid placing themselves under any 
obligation to people or organisations that might try inappropriately to influence them 
in their work. They should not act or take decisions in order to gain financial or other 
material benefits.  
 

(c) Objectivity - Holders of public office must act and take decisions impartially, fairly 
and on merit, using the best evidence and without discrimination or bias. 
 

(d) Accountability - Holders of public office are accountable to the public for their 
decisions and actions and must submit themselves to the scrutiny necessary to 
ensure this. 
 

(e) Openness - Holders of public office should act and take decisions in an open and 
transparent manner. Information should not be withheld from the public unless there 
are clear and lawful reasons for so doing. 
 

(f) Honesty - Holders of public office should be truthful.  
 

(g) Leadership - Holders of public office should exhibit these principles in their own 
behaviour. They should actively promote and robustly support the principles and be 
willing to challenge poor behaviour wherever it occurs. 
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 Part 1 – General Provisions 
 

1. Introduction and Interpretation 
 

1.1 This Code applies to you whenever you are acting in your capacity as a member 
of Cambridgeshire County Council (“CCC”) including: 
 

(a) When acting as a representative of the authority; 
 

(b) In taking any decision as a division councillor; 
 

(c) At briefing meetings with officers; 
 

(d) When corresponding with the authority other than in a private capacity. 
 

1.2 The term “the authority” used in this Code refers to Cambridgeshire County 
Council. 
 

1.3 “Member" means any person being an elected or co-opted member of the 
Authority. 
 

1.4 It is your responsibility to comply with the provisions of this Code. 
 

1.5 In this code, “Meeting” means any meeting of: 
 

(a) The authority; 
 

(b) The authority’s committees, sub-committees, joint committees, joint sub-
committees, or area committees; 
 

(c) Any of the authority’s advisory groups and boards, working parties and 
panels. 

 
1.6 In this Code “relevant authority” has the meaning given to it by section 27(6) of 

the Localism Act 2011. 
 

2. General Obligations 
 

2.1 You must treat others with respect. 
 

2.2 You must not: 
 

(a) Do anything which may cause the Authority to breach UK equalities 
legislation; 
 

(b) Bully any person;  
 

(c) Intimidate or attempt to intimidate any person who is or is likely to be: 
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(i) A complainant; 

 
(ii) A witness; or 

 
(iii) Involved in the administration of any investigation or proceedings, 

in relation to an allegation that a member (including yourself) has 
failed to comply with their authority’s code of conduct. 
 

(d) Do anything which compromises or is likely to compromise the impartiality 
of those who work for, or on behalf of, the authority.  
 

(e) Conduct yourself in a manner which could reasonably be regarded as 
bringing your office or authority into disrepute. 

 

3. You Must Not: 
 

3.1 Disclose information given to you in confidence by anyone, or information 
acquired by you which you believe, or ought reasonably to be aware, is of a 
confidential nature, except where: 
 

(a) You have the consent of a person authorised to give it; 
 

(b) You are required by law to do so;  
 

(c) The disclosure is made to a third party for the purpose of obtaining 
professional advice provided that the third party agrees not to disclose the 
information to any other person; or  
 

(d) The disclosure is: 
 

(i) Reasonable and in the public interest; and 
 

(ii) Made in good faith and in compliance with the reasonable 
requirements of the authority. 
 

3.2 Prevent another person from gaining access to information to which that person 
is entitled by law. 
 

4. You Must Not: 
 

4.1 Use or attempt to use your position as a member improperly to confer on, or 
secure for yourself or any other person, an advantage or disadvantage. 
 

5. You Must: 
 

5.1 When using or authorising the use by others of the resources of your authority: 
 

(a) Act in accordance with your authority’s reasonable requirements; 
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(b) Ensure that such resources are not used improperly for political purposes 
(including party political purposes; and 
 

(c) Have regard to any Local Authority Code of Publicity made under the 
Local Government Act 1986. 
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 Part 2 – Interests 
 

6. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 
 

6.1 Breaches of the rules relating to disclosable pecuniary interests may lead to 
criminal sanctions being imposed. 
 

6.2 You have a disclosable pecuniary interest if it is of a description specified in 
regulations made by the Secretary of State, (attached at Appendix A), and either:  
 

(a) It is an interest of yours, or  
 

(b) It is an interest of:  
 

(i) Your spouse or civil partner;  
 

(ii) A person with whom you are living as husband and wife, or  
 

(iii) A person with whom you are living as if you were civil partners  
 

and you are aware that that other person has the interest. 
 

7. Registration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 
 

7.1 Subject to paragraph 9 below, (sensitive interests), you must, within 28 days of:  
 

(a) This Code being adopted or applied by the authority; or 
 

(b) Your election or appointment (where that is later),  
 
notify the authority’s Monitoring Officer in writing of any disclosable pecuniary 
interests you have at that time. 
 

7.2 Subject to paragraph 9 below, (sensitive interests), you must, within 28 days of 
becoming aware of any new disclosable pecuniary interest or any change to any 
such interest, notify the authority’s Monitoring Officer in writing of that new 
pecuniary interest or change. 
 

8. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in Matters Considered at Meetings  
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8.1 If you attend a meeting and have and are aware that you have a disclosable 
pecuniary interest in any matter to be considered, or being considered, at that 
meeting: 
 

(a) If the interest is not entered in the authority’s register of members’ 
interests, you must, subject to sub-paragraph 9 below, disclose to the 
meeting the fact that you have a disclosable pecuniary interest in that 
matter. If you have not already done so, you must notify the authority’s 
Monitoring Officer of the interest before the end of 28 days beginning with 
the date of the disclosure; and 
 

(b) Whether the interest is registered or not you must not – unless you have 
obtained a dispensation from the authority’s Monitoring Officer: 
 

(i) Participate, or participate further, in any discussion of the matter at 
the meeting; or  

 
(ii) Remain in the meeting room whilst the matter is being debated or 

participate in any vote taken on the matter at the meeting 
 

apart from making representations, giving evidence or answering 
questions, prior to the commencement of the debate on that matter. 

 

9. Sensitive Interests 
 

9.1 Where you consider (and the authority’s Monitoring Officer agrees) that the 
nature of a disclosable pecuniary or non-statutory interest is such that disclosure 
of the details of the interest could lead to you or a person connected with you 
being subject to intimidation or violence, it is a “sensitive interest” for the 
purposes of the Code, and the details of the sensitive interest do not need to be 
disclosed to a meeting, although the fact that you have a sensitive interest must 
be disclosed. 
 

10. Non-Statutory Disclosable Interests 
 

10.1 You have a “non-statutory disclosable interest” in an item of business of your 
authority where: 
 

(a) A decision in relation to that business might reasonably be regarded as 
affecting the well-being or financial standing of you or a member of your 
family or a person with whom you have a close association to a greater 
extent than it would affect the majority of council tax payers, ratepayers or 
inhabitants of the division or electoral area for which you have been 
elected or otherwise of the authority’s administrative area; or 
 

(b) It relates to or is likely to affect any of the interests listed in the table in the 
Appendix A to this Code, but in respect of a member of your family (other 
than a “relevant person”) or a person with whom you have a close 
association.  
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and that interest is not a disclosable pecuniary interest. 
 

10.2 If you attend a meeting and are aware that you have a non-statutory disclosable 
interest in any matter to be considered, or being considered, at that meeting: 
 

(a) If the interest is not entered in the authority’s register of members’ 
interests, you must, subject to sub-paragraph 9 above, disclose to the 
meeting the fact that you have a non-statutory disclosable interest in that 
matter; and 
 

(b) If the interest is one which a member of the public with knowledge of the 
relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to 
prejudice your judgement of the public interest, you must not: 
 

(i) Participate, or participate further, in any discussion of the matter at 
the meeting; or 
 

(ii) Remain in the meeting room whilst the matter is being debated or 
participate in any vote taken on the matter at the meeting; 

 
apart from making representations, giving evidence or answering 
questions, prior to the commencement of the debate on that matter. 
 

11. Dispensations 
 

11.1 Where a member is prohibited from voting on or participating in discussions on 
matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest or a non-statutory 
disclosable interest within the meaning of paragraph 10.1 of this Code (“Relevant 
Non-Statutory Disclosable Interest”), a member may on written notice to the 
Monitoring Officer (by letter or email) request the grant of a dispensation to 
permit them to participate in the voting or discussions on such matters. 

11.2 Any written notice given by a member to the Monitoring Officer in accordance 
with paragraph 11.1 must: 

 
(a) Be given: 

 
(i) At least five working days before a meeting at which the relevant 

matter falls to be discussed; or 
 

(ii) At least 24 hours before a meeting at which the relevant matter 
falls to be discussed, exceptionally, where circumstances require, 
and at the absolute discretion of the Monitoring Officer. 

(b) Provide details of the matter to be voted on or discussed at a meeting and 
the nature of the member’s interest in that matter; 
 

(c) Specify the grounds on which the dispensation is applied for in 
accordance with paragraph 11.3; 

 
(d) Specify whether a dispensation is requested for a single meeting or on an 
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on-going basis (up to a maximum of four years). 
 

11.3 A dispensation requested under paragraph 11.1 may be granted only if, after 
having regard to all relevant considerations, the Monitoring Officer is satisfied 
that one of the following grounds for the grant of dispensations applies: 
 

(a) Without the dispensation the number of persons prohibited from 
participating in any particular business would be so great a proportion of 
the body transacting the business as to impede the transaction of the 
business; or 

 
(b) Without the dispensation the representation of different political groups on 

the body transacting any particular business would be so upset as to alter 
the likely outcome of any vote relating to the business; or 

 
(c) Granting the dispensation is in the interests of persons living in the 

authority's area; or 
 

(d) If it is an authority to which Part 1A of the Local Government Act 2000 
applies and is operating executive arrangements, considers that without 
the dispensation each member of the authority's executive would be 
prohibited by section 31(4) of the act from participating in any particular 
business to be transacted by the authority's executive, or 

 
(e) Considers that it is otherwise appropriate to grant a dispensation. 

 
11.4 A dispensation granted in accordance with this paragraph 11 must: 

 
(a) Specify the period for which it is granted which must not exceed four 

years; and  
 

(b) Specify whether the dispensation allows the member to take part in 
discussions on and/or vote on the matter in which they have a disclosable 
pecuniary interests or relevant non-statutory pecuniary interest. 

 
11.5 Any member who has been granted a dispensation must declare the nature and 

existence of the dispensation before the commencement of any business to 
which the dispensation relates. 
 

11.6 A copy of the dispensation shall be kept with the Register of Members’ Interests. 
 

12. Gifts and Hospitality 
 

12.1 You must, within 28 days of receipt, notify the Monitoring Officer in writing of any 
gift, benefit or hospitality with a value in excess of £100 which you have 
accepted as a member from any person or body other than the authority. 
 

12.2 The Monitoring Officer will place your notification on a public register of gifts and 
hospitality. 
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12.3 Guidance for Members relating to Gifts and Hospitality is set out in Part 5.1(b) – 
Members’ Code of Conduct Guidance on Confidentiality. 
 

 
 
 Part 3 – Related Documents 

 
13.1 The following documents also provide guidance on the standards of conduct 

expected of members and can assist in the interpretation of the Code of 
Conduct.  
 
These documents can be found in the Council’s Constitution. 
 

(i) Members’ Code of Conduct – Guidance on Confidentiality which can be 
found at Part 5.1(a) of the Constitution. 

 
(ii) Cambridgeshire County Council’s Protocol on Member/Officer Relations 

which sets out how members and officers should work together which can 
be found at Part 5.3 of the Constitution. 

 
(iii) Cambridgeshire County Council’s Gifts and Hospitality Policy which sets 

out the procedures under which registration and declaration of interests, 
gifts and hospitality are to be made which can be found at Part 5.1(b) of 
the Constitution. 

 
(iv) Members’ Code of Conduct – Guidance on Conflicts of Interest, which can 

be found at Part 5.1(c) of the Constitution. 
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Appendix A 
 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 
 

The duties to register, disclose and not to participate in respect of any matter in which a 
member has a disclosable pecuniary interest are set out in Chapter 7 of the Localism Act 
2011. Disclosable pecuniary interests are defined in the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable 
Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 as follows: 
 

Interest Prescribed Description 
 

Employment, office, 
trade, profession or 
vocation 
 

Any employment, office, trade, profession or vocation carried on 
for profit or gain. 
 

Sponsorship Any payment or provision of any other financial benefit (other than 
from the relevant authority) made or provided within the relevant 
period in respect of any expenses incurred by M in carrying out 
duties as a member, or towards the election expenses of M. 
This includes any payment or financial benefit from a trade union 
within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations 
(Consolidation) Act 1992). 
 

Contracts Any contract which is made between the relevant person (or a 
body in which the relevant person has a beneficial interest) and 
the relevant authority: 
 

(a) Under which goods or services are to be provided or works 
are to be executed; and 

 

(b) Which has not been fully discharged. 

 
Land Any beneficial interest in land which is within the area of the 

relevant authority. 
 

Licences Any licence (alone or jointly with others) to occupy land in the area 
of the relevant authority for a month or longer. 
 

Corporate tenancies Any tenancy where (to M’s knowledge): 
 

(a) The landlord is the relevant authority; and 
 

(b) The tenant is a body in which the relevant person has a 
beneficial interest. 

 
Securities Any beneficial interest in securities of a body where: 

 
(a) That body (to M’s knowledge) has a place of business or 

land in the area of the relevant authority; and 
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(b) Either: 

 
(i) The total nominal value of the securities exceeds 

£25,000 or one hundredth of the total issued share 
capital of that body; or  
 

(ii) If the share capital of that body is of more than one 
class, the total nominal value of the shares of any 
one class in which the relevant person has a 
beneficial interest exceeds one hundredth of the total 
issued share capital of that class. 

 
 

For this purpose: 
 

• “The Act” means the Localism Act 2011. 
 

• “Body in which the relevant person has a beneficial interest” means a firm in which the 
relevant person is a partner or a body corporate of which the relevant person is a 
director, or in the securities of which the relevant person has a beneficial interest. 

 

• “Director” includes a member of the committee of management of an industrial and 
provident society. 

 

• “Land” excludes an easement, servitude, interest or right in or over land which does not 
carry with it a right for the relevant person (alone or jointly with another) to occupy the 
land or to receive income. 

 

• “M” means a member of a relevant authority. 
 

• “Member” includes a co-opted member.  
 

• “Relevant authority” means the authority of which M is a member. 
 

• “Relevant period” means the period of 12 months ending with the day on which M gives 
a notification for the purposes of section 30(1) or 31(7), as the case may be, of the Act. 

 

• “Relevant person” means M or any other person referred to in section 30(3)(b) of the 
Act: 

(i) M’s spouse or civil partner; 
(ii) A person with whom M is living as husband and wife; or 
(iii) A person with whom M is living as if they were civil partners. 
 

• “Securities” means shares, debentures, debenture stock, loan stock, bonds, units of a 
collective investment scheme within the meaning of the Financial Services and Markets 
Act 2000 and other securities of any description, other than money deposited with a 
building society. 



 

The Constitution 
Part 5 – Codes and Protocols 

Part 5.1(a) – Guidance on Confidentiality 
 

Part 5, Part 5.1(a), Guidance on Confidentiality [effective from 18 October 2022] 

5.1(a), page 1 

 

Guidance on Confidentiality 
 
 
1. Information about the following matters should be regarded as confidential 

except in the circumstances outlined in section 2 of this guidance: 
 

(a) Information which is marked as being confidential. 
 

(b) Information where the recipient has been advised by a Council officer or 
member that the information is confidential. 
 

(c) Information about individual service users or clients (past, present and 
prospective). 
 

(d) Information about individual employees or office holders (past, present 
and prospective). 
 

(e) Information relating to the names of tenderers, contractors, companies 
and the amounts and terms of contracts with the Council (past, present 
and prospective) prior to such information being released into the public 
domain when the tendering process has been completed. 
 

(f) Information relating to potential or actual criminal proceedings. 
 

(g) Information in documents which are circulated in draft. 
 

(h) Personal information covered by the Data Protection Act 1998. 
 

(i) Information relating to any court case or legal action which is not already 
in the public domain, unless there is specific legal advice to the contrary. 
 

(j) Information supplied at spokes briefings, joint member meetings with the 
Corporate Leadership Team, and County Advisory Groups. Members will 
be advised whether the information may be made public. 

 
2. Information is not confidential if it is already in the public domain. This will be: 

 
(a) Information contained in a published official document. 

 
(b) Information reported at a meeting which is open to the public. 

 
(c) Information on the Council’s website (this does not include the Council’s 

Intranet). 
 

(d) Information where the member has been advised that it is in the public 
domain. 
 

(e) Information to which the public have the right of access under the Local 
Government (Access to Information Act) 1985 which is not deemed to be 
exempt information. 
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3. Members must seek advice from the Monitoring Officer on the disclosure of 
confidential information in advance of the information being disclosed. 
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Guidance on Gifts and Hospitality 
 
 

1.      Background  
 
1.1 Members may well be offered gifts or hospitality during the course of conducting 

Council business. This raises an initial question of deciding whether or not to 
accept. The acceptance of a gift or hospitality potentially creates a risk to the 
integrity and reputation of the member as well as the Council itself. Members are 
strongly advised to be cautious and should consult the Monitoring Officer if they are 
in any doubt in a particular case.  

 

2.      Legal Position  
 
2.1 While there is now no specific statutory requirement for members/co-opted 

members to register the offer of gifts and hospitality, the Bribery Act 2010 provides 
that if you accept any gift, loan, fee, reward or advantage whatsoever as an 
inducement or reward for doing or forbearing to do anything in respect of any matter 
or transaction in which the Council is concerned, you commit a criminal offence 
carrying a maximum term of imprisonment of ten years or a fine or both.  

 

3.      Members’ Code of Conduct and Constitution  
 
3.1 The Council’s Members’ Code of Conduct (Part 5.1 of the Constitution) provides 

that you must serve the public interest, rather than acting in the interests of any 
particular individual or section of the community, and it is a breach of the Code to 
improperly confer any advantage or disadvantage on any person, including yourself.  

 

4.     Registering gifts and hospitality  
 
4.1 In order to protect the integrity of the Council, and yourself, members/co-opted 

members are strongly advised to register any gift or hospitality worth £100 or over 
that you receive in connection with your official duties as a member, together with 
the source of the gift or hospitality. You should also register an accumulation of 
small gifts you receive from the same source over a period of time that add up to 
£100 or more, and any hospitality provided to your partner. Claims should be made 
for partners if they accompany a councillor and receive hospitality or a gift alongside 
the councillor concerned. 

 
4.2  Any registrations can be made and recorded on the form at Appendix A. This will 

then be published on the Council’s website. See sections 10 to 14 of this guidance 
for information on how to register a gift or hospitality.  

 

5.     General Principles  
 
5.1  In deciding whether it is proper to accept any gift or hospitality, you should apply the 

following principles. Even if it would normally be appropriate to accept a small gift or 
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hospitality, you should not do so if it would be in breach of one or more of these 
principles:  

 

(a) Never accept a gift or hospitality as an inducement or reward for anything 
you do as a member. 

 
You must not be influenced in the discharge of your duties by the offer, 
prospect of an offer, or the non-offer of any inducement or reward for 
discharging those duties in a particular manner.  

 
(b) You should only accept a gift or hospitality if there is a commensurate benefit 

to the Council. 
 

The only proper reason for accepting any gift or hospitality is that there is a 
commensurate benefit for the Council that would not have been available but 
for the acceptance of that gift or hospitality.  

 
Acceptance of hospitality can confer an advantage on the authority, such as 
an opportunity to progress the business of the authority through a working 
lunch. Acceptance of a gift is much less likely to confer such an advantage.  
But unless the benefit to the Council is clear and is commensurate with the 
value of the gift or hospitality, the presumption must be that the gift or 
hospitality is purely for your personal benefit.  

 
(c) Never accept a gift or hospitality if acceptance might be open to 

misinterpretation. 
 

The appearance of impropriety can be just as damaging to the Council and 
to you as a member as actual impropriety. The Council’s ability to govern 
rests upon its reputation for acting fairly and in the public interest. You must 
consider whether acceptance of the gift or hospitality is capable of being 
interpreted as a sign that you or the Council favours any particular person, 
company, organisation or section of the community or as placing you under 
any improper obligation to any person or organisation. If so, you must either 
refuse the gift or hospitality or take appropriate steps to ensure that such a 
misunderstanding cannot arise.  

 
Certain occasions are particularly sensitive and require the avoidance of any 
opportunity for such misunderstanding. These include:  

 
(i) Competitive procurement processes;  
 
(ii) Determinations of planning applications or planning policy;  

 
(iii)  Funding decisions.  
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(d) Never accept a gift or hospitality that puts you under an improper obligation.  
 

Some commercial organisations and private individuals see the provision of 
gifts and hospitality as a means of buying influence. If you accept a gift or 
hospitality improperly, they may seek to use this fact to persuade you to 
determine an issue in their favour. If others note that you have been 
prepared to accept a gift or hospitality improperly, they may feel that they will 
no longer be able to secure impartial consideration from the Council. 

 
(e) Never solicit a gift or hospitality.  

 
Never solicit or invite an offer of a gift or hospitality in connection with your 
position as a member and you should also take care to avoid giving any 
indication that you might be open to any such improper offer.  

 

6.     Gifts  
 
6.1 As a general rule gifts should be refused tactfully, this includes all such offers from 

organisations or persons who do, or might, provide work, goods or services to the 
Council, or who need some decision from the Council. These rules also apply to 
discounts offered to an individual member going beyond those offered to the 
general public (other than those available to all members and officers).  

 
6.2 As general guidance, the following small gifts worth under £100 may occasionally 

be accepted (provided that they do not conflict with the General Principles):  
 

(a)  Office equipment or stationery given by way of trade advertisements or for 
use in the office. Nothing more elaborate than calendars, pens or diaries 
would fall within this exception.  

 
(NB: You should take care not to display any such branded items when this 
might be taken as an indication of favour to a particular supplier or contractor, 
for example in the course of a procurement exercise.)  

 
(b)  Gifts of only token value given on the conclusion of an official courtesy visit, 

for example, a visiting delegation.  
 

Gifts, such as a box of chocolates or flowers, of a value less than £100, 
provided they are given as a genuine show of appreciation of work 
undertaken. These should never be accepted if it may give rise to an 
appearance of influence or reward.  

 

7.    Hospitality  
 
7.1 Offers of hospitality should always be approached with caution and offers of 

hospitality where any suggestion of improper influence is possible must be refused.  
 
7.2 Hospitality should only be accepted with the utmost caution, and on a scale 

appropriate, to the occasion or the circumstances. Acceptance may make it difficult 
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to avoid some obligation to the party offering it and might later be thought to have 
affected a member’s impartiality in dealing with official matters. 

 
7.3 Some offers of hospitality are always unacceptable for example, offers of holiday 

accommodation. Others will need to be considered on their facts, for example, 
invitations to sporting fixtures, evenings at the theatre or similar entertainment 
should only be accepted when they are required for the conduct of Council business 
or can properly be considered to provide a commensurate benefit to the Council not 
the individual member. Hospitality on a lower scale than this may also be 
unacceptable. No absolute dividing-line can be laid down. 

 
7.4 There is an important difference between, for example, attendance in an official 

capacity at a function organised by a public authority and accepting hospitality from 
a private individual or firm standing to benefit from the goodwill of the Council.  

 
7.5 However, it will not always be possible or even desirable to reject offers of 

hospitality on a modest scale. Acceptable hospitality is that not exceeding £100 in 
value such as official hospitality at a function organised by a public authority; a drink 
and sandwich following a site visit; or a working lunch of modest standard to enable 
business discussions. The decision whether to accept or not must depend on the 
circumstances in each case but hospitality should never be accepted if it may give 
rise to an appearance of influence or reward.  

 

8.     Wills and Bequests  
 
8.1  If there is any connection between your work as a member and being a beneficiary 

under a will, then you need to be cautious as the offer of any benefit will need to be 
considered carefully in accordance with the General Principles and if accepted, may 
need to be registered. You should discuss this matter fully with the Monitoring 
Officer before a decision is taken on acceptance or refusal.  

 

9.     Sponsorship  
 
9.1 Offers of sponsorship need to be treated carefully. If the offer is to sponsor the 

Council it should be referred to the Monitoring Officer who will consider the offer in 
accordance with the Council’s usual processes.  

 
9.2 If the offer is to sponsor you as an individual, it should be dealt with in the same 

way as an offer of a gift or hospitality. In some cases, such offers may be 
acceptable for example, where colleagues or others are sponsoring you for a 
charitable purpose. In other cases, they may not be acceptable for example, where 
they are related in some way to the work of the Council or your role as a member; 
involve significant sums; or seek specific outcomes for the person or organisation 
making the offer. If in doubt you should consult the Monitoring Officer. 

 

10. Registering Gifts, Hospitality and Sponsorship  
 
10.1 If you are offered gifts, hospitality or sponsorship worth £100 or over, you need to 

decide, taking into consideration the general principles, whether to accept or decline 
any such offer.  



 

The Constitution 
Part 5 – Codes and Protocols 

Part 5.1(b) – Gifts and Hospitality Guidance 
 

 
Part 5, Part 5.1(b), Guidance on Gifts and Hospitality [effective from 18 October 2022] 

5.1(b), page 5 

 
10.2 If you are in any doubt as to whether to accept or decline any gift, hospitality or 

sponsorship then you are advised to seek the Monitoring Officer’s advice before 
doing so.  In order to do this, you will need to advise the Monitoring Officer of the 
following:  

 
(a) The nature and your estimate of the market value of the gift or hospitality; 

 
(b) The name of the person or company offering the gift or hospitality; 

 
(c) The connection which you have with the person or organisation making the 

offer or invitation such as any work which you have undertaken for the 
Council in which they have been involved; 

 
(d)  Any work, permission, concession or facility that you are aware that the 

person or organisation making the offer or invitation may seek from the 
Council; and 
 

(e) Any special circumstances that lead you to believe that acceptance would 
not be improper.  

 

10.3 The Monitoring Officer will give you advice wherever possible, but it will be a matter 
for you to make the decision as to whether to accept or decline. Your decision and 
the reasons for it should then be entered into the Register of Members’ Interests.  

 
10.4 Where you do accept any gift or hospitality of £100 or over you should register this 

within 28 days of receiving the gift or hospitality. (This includes hospitality offered to 
you and your partner which in total is £100 or over). 

 

11. Voluntary Declarations  
 
11.1  You can always make a voluntary declaration to be entered on the Register of Gifts 

and Hospitality, even if you have declined the gift or hospitality or the value of the 
gift or hospitality is less than £100. If you are concerned that an offer or its 
acceptance might be misinterpreted you may make such a voluntary declaration to 
ensure that there is nothing secret or underhand about the gift or hospitality or your 
actions. 

 

12. Gifts to the Council  
 
12.1 You may at some time be offered a gift for the Council as opposed to a gift to you in 

your individual capacity as a member. Such gifts could take several forms, for 
example: land, buildings, goods, services, either for the Council to retain or test with 
a view to future acquisition; offers to carry out works, or provide services; or 
sponsorship of a Council-supported or organised function or activity. In such cases 
you should report the offer on receipt to the Monitoring Officer who will consider and 
determine in accordance with normal Council processes whether the Council should 
or should not accept the gift.  
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12.2 The Monitoring Officer will notify the person or the organisation offering the gift, 
whether it is accepted or not and will:  
 

(a) Record the acceptance or non-acceptance;  
 

(b) Record the outcome for audit purposes; and 
 

(c) Ensure the gift, if accepted, is properly applied for the benefit of the Council.  
 

13. Gifts to the Chair 
 
13.1 Gifts received by the Chair in their official capacity are deemed to be gifts of the 

Council. The Chair should record the receipt of all such gifts in the Register and in 
consultation with the Monitoring Officer determine how best they may be used for 
the benefit of the Council. 

 

14. What do I need to declare at a meeting?  
 
14.1 If a matter under consideration at a meeting is likely to affect a person who gave you 

a gift or hospitality then you must declare the existence and nature of the gift or 
hospitality, the source who gave it to you and how the business under consideration 
relates to that source. 



 

The Constitution 
Part 5 – Codes and Protocols 

Part 5.1(b) – Gifts and Hospitality Guidance 
 

 
Part 5, Part 5.1(b), Guidance on Gifts and Hospitality [effective from 18 October 2022] 

5.1(b), page 7 

Appendix A 

 
Declarations of Gifts and Hospitality for inclusion within the Gifts and Hospitality Register and Members’ 
Interests Form 

 

To: The Monitoring Officer  
 
Gift Declaration(s): 
 

I wish to declare that I have received the following gifts with an estimated value in excess of £100 each or frequent received gifts valued in 
excess of £100 from the same donor: 
 
Date of 
Receipt  
Of Gift 

Nature of Gift 
(Description) 

Estimated 
Value 
(No need to 
declare 
unless 
over £100  
in value) 

Donor 
(Name and 
Address) 

Nature of Relationship 
(Between You and Donor) 
Is the Donor dealing with you or the 
Council in relation to any legal, 
statutory or enforcement offers, 
such as planning applications? 
If so please give details: 

Set out how the benefit to the 
Council is commensurate with the 
value of the gift:  

If the gift has 
already been 
donated, please 
provide date and 
details of recipient: 

 

 

 

 

 

      

       

 
Hospitality Declaration(s): 
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I have received the following hospitality with an estimated value in excess of £100 per event: 
Date  
Date of 
Receipt 
of 
Gift 

Nature of Gift 
(Description) 

Estimated 
Value 
(No need to 
declare 
unless 
over £100 in 
value) 

Donor 
(Name and 
Address) 

Nature of Relationship 
(Between You and Donor)  
Is the Donor dealing with you or the 
Council in relation to any legal, 
statutory or enforcement offers, 
such as planning applications? 
If so please give details: 

Set out how the benefit to the 
Council is commensurate with the 
value of the hospitality provided: 

If the gift has 
already been 
donated, please 
provide date and 
details of recipient: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

      

 

Name of councillor: 
 
Signature: ………………………………………… Date of Declaration: …………………………………… 

 
Please return this form to: 

Democratic Services, Cambridgeshire County Council, New Shire Hall, Alconbury Weald, PE28 4XA 
Democratic Services: democraticservices@cambridgshire.gov.uk, 01223 699180 
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Guidance on Conflicts of Interest 
 
 

1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This guidance is for councillors who wish to consider how to manage potential 

conflicts of interest and will form a supplementary document to the Member’s Code 
of Conduct. 

 
1.2 Councillors, as holders of public office, are obliged to follow the Nolan Committee’s 

Seven Principles of Public Life: 
 

(a) Selflessness: You must act solely in the public interest and should never 
improperly confer an advantage or disadvantage on any person or act to gain 
financial or other material benefits for yourself, your family, a friend or close 
associate. 

 
(b) Integrity: You must not place yourself under a financial or other obligation to 

outside individuals or organisations that might seek to influence you in the 
performance of your official duties. 

 
(c) Objectivity: When carrying out your public duties you must make all choices, 

such as making public appointments, awarding contracts or recommending 
individuals for rewards or benefits, on merit. 

 
(d) Accountability: You are accountable for your decisions to the public and you 

must cooperate fully with whatever scrutiny is appropriate to your office. 
 

(e) Openness: You must be as open as possible about your decisions and 
actions and the decisions and actions of your authority and should be 
prepared to give reasons for those decisions and actions. 

 
(f) Honesty: You must declare any private interests, both pecuniary and 

nonpecuniary, that relate to your public duties and must take steps to resolve 
any conflicts arising in a way that protects the public interest, including 
registering and declaring interests in a manner conforming with the 
procedures set out below. 

 
(g) Leadership: You must promote and support high standards of conduct when 

serving in your public post, in particular as characterised by the above 
requirements, by leadership and example. 

 
1.3 Under the Members’ Code of Conduct, councillors are obliged to declare pecuniary 

interests and non-statutory disclosable interests. However, these formal definitions 
do not cover every possible conflict of interest which could be encountered by 
county councillors in their role and this document provides additional explanation 
and guidance on what conflicts, arising out of specific interactions/transactions with 
the Council, ought to be addressed. This guidance supplements the information 
already provided in the Members’ Code of Conduct (Chapter 5-1 of the Constitution) 
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and Procedure Rules for Committee and Sub-Committee Meetings (Chapter 4-4 of 
the Constitution). 

 
1.4 This guidance:  
 

(a) Applies to those interactions between the Council’s services and councillors 
when councillors are acting as private individuals but where their Council role 
provides an inherent risk of being perceived as gaining favourable / 
unfavourable consideration. 

 
(b) Sets out the practical actions required to ensure compliance with the rules so 

the Council can demonstrate the highest standards of conduct have been 
applied. 

 
1.5 For the avoidance of doubt this guidance applies to: 
 

(a) All county councillors; 
 

(b) Transactions involving the immediate family of the above (i.e. spouses or 
civil partners, parents and children); and 

 
(c) Transactions where the above persons act as a representative of another 

individual (e.g. powers of attorney, executor, agency, etc.) 
 
1.6 These requirements do not apply where a councillor interacts with the Council for 

simple, routine transactions, for example: 
  

(a) Paying an invoice / council tax; 
 

(b) Paying a parking fine, etc.; and 
 

(c) Using a routine council service as a customer (e.g. parking, library facilities, 
etc.) 

 
1.7 These requirements do apply where an interaction with the Council requires more 

than simple transactional engagement, for example: 
 

(a) Complex services provided by the Council including social care, mental 
health, etc.; 

 
(b) Dispute / disagreement of any nature (e.g. appealing a parking fine, refuting 

a debt, etc.); and 
 

(c) Any service requiring an application and / or eligibility criteria, such as a 
tenancy. 

 
1.8 The guidance does not apply where a councillor acts on behalf of a resident as an 

advocate in their role as councillor, unless such a person falls within the above 
categories (i.e. a friend, relative, etc.). Where the relationship to the resident could 
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be interpreted as such, the councillor should seek advice from the Monitoring 
Officer. 

 

2. Key Principles  
 
2.1 The objectives of this guidance are to: 

 
(a) Provide public confidence that councillors do not seek or receive 

inappropriate advantage or disadvantage in personal transactions with the 
Council; 

 
(b) Ensure appropriate public transparency of certain transactions to maintain 

public confidence in Council services and the conduct of its councillors; and 
 

(c) Ensure appropriate confidentiality to relevant transactions. 
 
2.2 The application of this guidance will require additional scrutiny outside of normal 

service delivery to ensure public sector standards are upheld, but its application 
should ensure councillors receive the same consideration as any resident / service 
user, albeit with additional safeguards and transparency.  

 

3. Process 
 
3.1 Where a councillor interacts with the Council in respect of non-simple, non-routine 

transactions they should highlight this, in writing, to the Chief Executive. 
 
3.2 The councillor should also advise the relevant Council officer handling the 

transaction that this process applies and that they should notify their line manager 
and highlight this guidance.  

 
3.3 The Chief Executive shall, in consultation with the Monitoring Officer and Chief 

Internal Auditor, oversee the relevant decision, service delivery, etc. and nominate a 
specific senior officer to liaise and support the relevant service to progress the issue 
properly and to avoid delays arising from the application of this guidance. 

 
3.4 Where the issue involves ongoing service provision/engagement with a councillor, 

oversight shall extend to periodic reviews of the transaction/support at least 
annually.  

 
3.5 In all instances the normal transactional processes shall be applied (see item (6) 

below), and in addition: 
 

(a) The Chief Executive, in consultation with the Monitoring Officer or Chief 
Internal Auditor, shall determine whether the decision-making processes 
shall be anonymised. 
 

(b) Where the identity of the councillor is known to the service providing the 
decision/service support all communications between the councillor and the 
service shall copy the named officer as at (3) above and the Monitoring 
Officer; 
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(c) Where the identity of the councillor has not been made known to the service 

providing the decision/service support as per the above process; 
 

(i) The service decision shall not be implemented until reviewed and 
confirmed through this process by the person(s) designated by the 
Chief Executive; 

 
(ii) The decision shall be communicated to the councillor by the person(s) 

designated by the Chief Executive, together with any communication 
to confirm rights of appeal etc. 

 
(d) Where the identity can be anonymised, the decision shall be taken and 

implemented with the outcome communicated to the Chief Executive. In 
seeking to anonymise the information, such data as is required to take an 
informed decision shall be provided.   

 
3.6 The normal decision-making process shall be applied including governance 

structures and schemes of delegation. For clarity: 
 

(a) If the service decision would normally be taken by an officer, that officer shall 
take the decision, but it shall be reviewed by that officer’s line manager. 
 

(b) If the decision would normally be taken by a committee, that decision shall 
be submitted to the committee within a formal report that: 

 
(i) Clearly sets out the relevant service criteria applicable to the decision; 

 
(ii) Clearly sets out (but if possible anonymised) the potential undue 

influence that could be perceived and how the recommended decision 
has both: 

 
1. Applied the relevant rules; and  

 
2. Where necessary, mitigated against any perception of undue 

influence. 
 

(iii) Contains the Chief Executive and Monitoring Officer’s 
recommendations. 

 
3.7 Where, in the opinion of the Chief Executive, Monitoring Officer and Chief Internal 

Auditor, the normal decision-making process cannot provide the required 
transparency, the decision will be escalated as below. For example, where the 
councillor’s identity is known and that knowledge could be perceived by a 
reasonable person to have the potential to influence the decision.   

 
(a) Where the decision was to be taken by officers, such decision would be 

escalated to a more senior officer. 
 



 

The Constitution 
Part 5 – Codes and Protocols 

Part 5.1(c) – Guidance on Conflicts of Interest 
 

 
Part 5, Part 5.1(c), Guidance on Conflicts of Interest [effective from 18 October 2022] 

5.1(c), page 5 

(b) Where a decision cannot be escalated to a more senior officer it may be 
escalated to either: 

 
(i) A relevant decision-making committee of the Council, or 

 
(ii) A joint consideration of the matter by the Chief Executive, Monitoring 

Officer and Section 151 Officer. The views of the Chief Internal 
Auditor may also be invited.  

 
Such decision may be taken with the exclusion of press and public where an 
individual’s personal information would otherwise be publicised (together with 
a redacted public decision paper). 
 

(c) In all above situations the decisions (when taken) shall be: 
 

(i) Recorded within a central register maintained by the Monitoring 
Officer; and 
 

(ii) Copied to the Council’s Chief Internal Auditor and External Auditor.  
 
3.8 If in doubt, councillors should always request guidance from either the Council’s 

Chief Internal Auditor or Monitoring Officer. 
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Officers’ Code of Conduct 
 
 

1. Introduction  
 
1.1 The Code of Conduct defines the standards of behaviour we expect of all our 

employees. If you do not understand it or how to comply with it, you must ask your 
line manager to explain it to you.     

 
1.2 The intention of the Code of Conduct is to helpfully set out the broad principles of 

how we should do things – it is not an exhaustive list of what you can and cannot 
do. The Code of Conduct is enforced through our disciplinary procedure.   

 

2. Behave professionally 

 
2.1 We expect all employees to interact and work with the public and colleagues in an 

appropriate and professional way at all times.   
 
2.2 We expect you to engender public trust and confidence in the Council and not to 

bring the organisation into disrepute. This includes action outside of work that is 
relevant to your job role or that may undermine public confidence in you to carry out 
your role. You must not knowingly publish or post anything, including on social 
media that could damage the reputation of the Council.    

 
2.3 We expect you to co-operate with your manager and comply with all lawful 

management instructions.   
 
2.4 You are expected to work in a professional manner with all councillors regardless of 

their political affiliation. If you have or enter into a close personal relationship with 
an elected member you need to disclose this (see Section 11).  

 

3. Act with honesty and integrity 

 
3.1 We expect you to communicate openly and honestly with your line manager about 

your work.   
 
3.2 We expect you to submit accurate claims for expenses and allowances – claiming 

only for payments, which you are entitled to receive. If you receive any payment in 
error, for example an overpayment of salary or expenses, you must notify your 
manager as soon as possible.   

 
3.3 You must keep accurate records of your working time where this is required.    
 
3.4 You must not order goods for your own personal use through a Council account. 

You are not permitted to use your position to obtain a discount for goods or services 
unless this is part of our recognised employee discount scheme.   
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4. Act lawfully 
 
4.1 You must comply with the law in all aspects of your work.   
 
4.2 You are required to immediately notify your manager in writing if you are arrested, 

cautioned, charged or convicted of any crime at any point during your employment.  
Your manager will assess whether this information has any impact on your job role. 

 
4.3 If you suspect that someone is breaking the law you must report this - speak to your 

line manager in the first instance. Alternatively, you should contact internal audit or 
raise your concerns using the Whistleblowing Policy.   

 
4.4 If your role involves working in / managing children or adult services, you must 

inform your manager immediately if you are barred for any reason. If you are 
working in early years childcare, or working with / managing later years childcare 
(for children up to the age of 8 outside the school day), you must tell your manager 
immediately if you are disqualified from working with children or if someone who 
lives or works in your household becomes barred. 

 

5. Respect equality and diversity 

 
5.1 Respecting the equality and diversity of the public that we serve and your 

colleagues is very important. We expect you to act in accordance with our 
Respect@Work policy, put our Respect@Work pledge into practice, and promote 
our commitment to equality and diversity at all times.   

 
5.2 You must not discriminate against any individual on the basis of their protected 

characteristic(s) (i.e. because of their age, disability, race, religion or belief, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender reassignment, pregnancy or maternity leave or because 
of a person’s marital or civil partnership status).   

 
5.3 You should appropriately challenge any discriminatory behaviour that you witness – 

and seek support from your line manager in the first instance. 
 

6. Contact with the media 

 
6.1 You must not make statements to the media on behalf of the Council unless it is 

your job to do so. All media enquiries should be referred to the Communications 
Team.   

 

7. Fulfil your safeguarding responsibilities 

 
7.1 We are committed to safeguarding children and vulnerable adults and it is essential 

that you fully comply with our safeguarding policies and procedures. This includes 
adhering to specific local rules and procedures that apply in your area of work. If 
you have any concerns about any aspects of safeguarding you must raise these 
with your line manager in the first instance. Alternatively, you should raise any 
safeguarding concerns using the Whistleblowing Procedure.   
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8. Handle information securely 

 
8.1 We have specific rules on data security, outlined in Information Management and 

Governance Framework, which you need to read and familiarise yourself with. You 
are required to comply with these rules when handling information. You must not 
access or use any information obtained in the course of your employment for 
personal gain. 

 

9. Comply with all policies, rules and procedures 

 
9.1 You are required to act in accordance with all of our policies and procedures and 

comply with local rules that are in place in your area of work, including: 
 

 All IT policies  
 

 Health and safety policy and procedures (including the Alcohol and Drugs 
policy and the Smoke Free Environment Policy) 

 

 Anti-Money Laundering and Anti-Fraud and Corruption Policy 
 

 All employment policies 
 

10. Fulfil your management responsibilities 

 
10.1 If you have line management responsibility, you must make sure your employees 

are aware of the Code of Conduct and address any breaches as soon as these 
occur.   

 
10.2 We expect you to model our values and behaviours and embed these within your 

team, ensuring that your team’s work is aligned with our People Strategy.   
 
10.3 We expect you to proactively manage any employment issues that arise in your  

team in accordance with our employment policies.  
 
10.4 You are responsible for proactively managing your team’s performance and 

promptly addressing any performance issues that arise.    
 
10.5 You must not be involved in making significant decisions that involve a relative, 

partner or friend. You are not permitted to line manage a partner or family member. 
 

11. Declare relevant interests 
 
11.1 You are required to declare any private interests that you have and any work that 

you undertake elsewhere in accordance with the table below. 
 
 



 

The Constitution 
Part 5 – Codes and Protocols 

Part 5.2 – Officers Code of Conduct 
 

Part 5, Part 5.2, Officers’ Code of Conduct [effective from 16 May 2023] 

5-2, page 4 

 

Situation 
 

Action required When to declare 

Undertaking private work 
(paid or unpaid)  
 

All employees must 
complete the Code of 
Conduct Declaration 
Form before doing any 
private work.  
 
Employees on a P Grade 
(or equivalent) and above 
must also discuss with 
their Head of Service the 
potential impact of 
additional work on their 
role with us, and agree 
how any potential 
negative impact will be 
avoided. 
 

Prior to appointment or 
before taking on private 
work. 
 
The declaration must be 
updated if the nature of 
the private work is due to 
change. 
 
Confirm information is up 
to date annually.     

Undertaking consultancy 
work for another 
organisation 
 

Obtain permission from 
your Head of Service 
prior to undertaking 
consultancy work by 
completing the Code of 
Conduct Declaration 
Form. 
 

Before taking on a 
consultancy role.   
 
The declaration must be 
updated if the nature of 
the consultancy work 
changes.   
 
Confirm information is up 
to date annually. 
 

Potential conflicts of 
interest.  
 
Examples include: 

 

 Involvement with clubs 
and societies that we 
work with or fund. 
 

 Involvement with 
organisations that 
provide similar services 
to the Council. 
 

 Directorships including 
with companies that are 
involved with or funded 
by the Council.   
 

Declare any interests that 
you have outside of work 
and discuss with your line 
manager and agree how 
any conflicts can be 
avoided.   
 
You must also declare if 
your partner or a close 
relative has a potential 
conflict of interest (e.g. if 
your partner is involved 
with an organisation that 
is tendering for work with 
the Council).     
 
To do this please 
complete the Code of 
Conduct Declaration 

Prior to appointment or 
prior to taking on a 
responsibility that could 
be a potential conflict of 
interest.   
 
The declaration must be 
updated if the nature of 
the potential conflict of 
interest changes.  
  
Confirm information is up 
to date annually. 
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Situation 
 

Action required When to declare 

 Relationships with 
elected members. 

 

Form. 
 

 

12. Declare gifts and hospitality 

 
12.1 You must declare any gifts and hospitality that you are offered as detailed in the 

table below. If you have any doubts about whether you should accept a gift or offer 
of hospitality, you should speak to your line manager. There may be specific local 
rules that apply in your team e.g. to protect vulnerable service users who may feel 
obliged to give a gift.  

 

Situation 
 

Action required 
 

Offered a token gift 
(value of £25 or lower) 
 

Check with your manager if this can be accepted. 
 
Complete the Gifts and Hospitality Declaration Form. 
 

Offered a gift that is 
more than a token gift 
(value of £25 or 
above) 
 

Do not accept. 
 
Return gifts that have already been received. 
 
Make a declaration by completing the Gifts and Hospitality 
Declaration Form. 
 

Offers of hospitality 
 

You may attend a function in an official capacity (for 
example, a conference related to your job role).   
 
Decline any invitations that are primarily or only for social 
purposes (and that could be viewed as trying to influence 
your decision making). Make a declaration by completing 
the Gifts and Hospitality Declaration Form. 
 

  

13. Related parties declarations 

 
13.1 We are required to disclose material transactions with related parties within our 

Statement of Accounts. To inform this process, the Finance Team requires all 
senior managers (i.e. Tier 1, 2 and 3 of the organisation) to complete a related 
parties declaration each year. If a senior manager does not have anything to 
declare, they need to submit a nil return. Related parties declarations are made 
available to our external auditors.   
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14. Data Protection 

 
14.1 Any data collected and processed as part of employing and managing employees is 

held securely. It is accessed by, and disclosed to, individuals only for the purposes 
of completing that specific procedure; process or activity. Records are retained and 
destroyed in accordance with the organisations Retention Schedule. 

 
14.2 Inappropriate access or disclosure of employee data constitutes a data breach and 

should be reported in accordance with the Data Protection Policy immediately. It 
may also constitute a disciplinary offence, which may be dealt with under the 
Disciplinary Procedure. 

 

15. Further information 
 
15.1 Employees with questions about the Code of Conduct should speak to their line 

manager. Managers requiring further guidance should speak to the HR Advisory 
Team. 
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Protocol on Member/Officer Relations 
 
 

1.  Introduction 
 

1.1  The protocol is designed to provide a guide to good working relations between 
members and officers, to define their respective roles and provide some 
principles governing conduct. It is not intended to be prescriptive or 
comprehensive and seeks simply to offer guidance on some of the issues that 
most commonly arise. 
 

1.2  The protocol seeks to reflect the principles underlying the respective codes of 
conduct that apply to members and officers and should be read in association 
with those codes. The shared objective of the codes is to enhance and maintain 
the integrity of local government. 
 

1.3  This protocol will also apply to co-opted members of committees/boards. 
 

2.  Personal Relationships 
 

2.1  Guidance on personal relationships is contained within the codes of conduct. 
 

2.2  Provided these guidelines are observed there is no reason why there should not 
be an informal atmosphere between members and officers outside formal 
meetings and events. 
 

2.3  It is clearly important that there should be a close working relationship between 
committee chairs, spokes, and the relevant executive director or director and 
other senior officers. However, such relationships should never be allowed to 
become so close, or appear to be so close, as to bring into question the 
individual's ability to deal impartially with others. 
 

3.  Members’ Constituency Role and Individual Officers 
 

3.1  A member may be asked for advice and support by an officer who is one of their 
constituents. Officers are entitled to seek such assistance in the same way as 
any other member of the public. However, members should be aware of the 
Officer Employment Procedure Rules in Part 4 of this constitution and be careful 
not to prejudice the County Council's position in relation to disciplinary 
procedures or employment matters in respect of an officer. A member 
approached for help in such circumstances should first seek advice from the 
Monitoring Officer. 
 
An officer should treat a member as they would a member of the public in 
relation to the personal receipt of council services. 
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4.  Support Services to Members and Party Groups 
 

4.1  Members are provided with access to information and communication 
technology (ICT) systems and to support services (e.g. diary management, 
correspondence handling, typing, printing, photocopying etc.) to enable them to 
better perform their policy and constituency role as county councillors. 
 

4.2  Members should not use – and officers should not provide – such access and 
support services in connection with party political or campaigning activity or for 
purposes not related to Council business, except that ICT access may be used 
for non-commercial purposes provided it does not cause a conflict with, or risk to, 
Council systems, or increase the support required from officers. 
 

5.  Member/Officer Working 
 

5.1  The relationship between officers and members should be characterised by 
mutual respect and courtesy and recognition of each other’s roles and 
responsibilities. Members have the right to challenge officers’ reports and 
actions, but they should avoid personal and or/public attacks, and ensure their 
criticism is fair and constructive. 
 
Officers should not publicly criticise Council decisions even if they do not 
personally agree with those decisions. 
 

5.2  Collaborative working between members and officers is essential but close 
personal familiarity can lead to damaging assumptions by others. Councillors 
and officers should inform the Monitoring Officer of any relationship either 
personal or family, or business connection which might be seen as unduly 
influencing their work in their respective roles. The Monitoring Officer will 
consider what action, if any, should be taken. 
 

5.3  Officers work to the instructions of their managers not individual members. 
 

5.4  Members must not require officers to change their professional advice or take 
any action which the officer considers unlawful or illegal or which would amount 
to maladministration or breach of a statutory duty. 
 

5.5  Members should not raise matters relating to the conduct or capability of a 
Council officer or of officers collectively at meetings held in public or in the press.  
Any concerns should be raised using the procedure set out at paragraph 12.1 
below. 
 

5.6  The advice provided and actions taken by officers should be sensitive to the 
political nature of the organisation, but their advice should always be 
independent and unbiased. 
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5.7  Members must consult with the Monitoring Officer and the Section 151 Officer 
about legality, maladministration and financial impropriety and if they have 
doubts as to whether a particular decision is or is likely to be contrary to the 
policy framework or budget. 
 

5.8  The Council has a statutory duty to positively promote equality. Members and 
officers should not by their manner, speech, or in any written communication, 
be discriminatory with regards to a person’s age, disability, gender 
reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, 
religion or belief, sex or sexual orientation, or any other personal matter. 
 

6.  Officers and Political Party Groups 
 

6.1 There is statutory recognition for political groups and it is common practice for 
such groups to give preliminary consideration to matters of Council business in 
advance of consideration by the relevant Council body. 
 

6.2 On the invitation of a group leader, an executive director or director or their 
nominee may attend an approved political party group meeting to give factual 
information about an issue which is currently being or will shortly be debated by 
a council body, provided that: 
 

 (a) Notice of attendance is given to the proper officer and made available to 
the other group leaders setting out the subject matter under discussion. 

 
 (b) The Chief Executive, Deputy Chief Executive or Monitoring Officer or their 

nominee will be in attendance. 

6.3 Officer support in these circumstances must not extend beyond providing 
information in relation to matters of Council business. Officers must not be 
involved in advising on matters of party business. The observance of this 
distinction will be assisted if officers are not expected to be present when 
matters of party business are discussed. 
 

6.4 Political party group meetings, while they form part of the preliminaries to Council 
decision-making, are not empowered to make decisions on behalf of the Council.  
Conclusions reached at such meetings are not Council decisions and it is 
essential that they are not interpreted or acted upon as such. 
 

6.5 Similarly, where officers provide information and advice to a political party group 
meeting in relation to a matter of Council business, this cannot act as a 
substitute for the officer providing all necessary information and advice to the 
relevant Council body when the matter is considered. 
 

6.6 Officers will not normally attend and provide information to any political party 
group meeting which includes non-County Council members (e.g. MPs), as they 
are not bound by the Code of Conduct’s obligations of confidentiality.   
Exceptions to this may be approved by the Chief Executive who shall do so in 
writing and copy the correspondence to all the political group leaders. 
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6.7 In all dealings with members, in particular when giving advice to political party 
groups, officers must demonstrate political impartiality and must not suppress 
their professional advice in the face of political views. 
 

6.8 Officers must respect the confidentiality of any political party group meeting at 
which they are present. They must not relay the content of any such discussion 
to another party group. 
 

6.9 Any particular cases of difficulty or uncertainty in this area of officer advice to 
political party groups should be raised with the Chief Executive who will discuss 
them with the relevant group leader(s). 
 
 

7.  Officers and Individual Members 
 

7.1 Any group leader, spokes or committee chair may request a private and 
confidential briefing from an executive director or director on matters of policy 
which have already been or may be discussed by the Council or within its 
decision-making or advisory process. All requests should be made to the 
appropriate executive director or director, who should invite an officer from the 
Council’s Democratic Services Team to attend if this is thought appropriate.  
Briefings shall remain strictly confidential and are not to be shared with other 
members of the Council unless so permitted by the relevant member. 
 

7.2 Except for the confidential policy advice referred to above, where possible 
information will be shared among political group representatives.   
 

7.3 Individual members may request any executive director or director (or another 
senior officer of the service or directorate concerned) to provide them with 
factual information. Such requests must be reasonable. The relevant committee 
chair and the spokes will, unless it is of a minor nature, be advised that the 
information has been given and will be supplied with a copy upon request. 
 

7.4 If an executive director or director considers the cost of providing the information 
requested - or the nature of the request - to be unreasonable, they shall seek 
guidance from the Chief Executive as to whether the information should be 
provided. Where necessary, the Chief Executive will discuss requests with the 
relevant group leader. 
 

7.5 Confidential information relating, for instance, to casework should not normally 
be sought. If in exceptional circumstances members wish to discuss confidential 
aspects of an individual case then they shall first seek advice from the executive 
director or director and follow appropriate guidance. 
 

7.6 Any Council information provided to a member must only be used by the 
member solely for the purpose for which it was provided (i.e. in connection with 
the proper performance of the member's duties as a member of the Council).  
The point is emphasised in the Code of Conduct. 
 



 

The Constitution 
Part 5 – Codes and Protocols 

Part 5.3 – Protocol on Member/Officer Relations 
 

 
Part 5, Part 5.3, Protocol on Member/Officer Relations [effective from 18 October 2022] 

5.3, page 5 

8.  Officers and Non-County Council Elected Representatives 
 

8.1 Officers may be requested to meet with councillors or elected representatives 
from other councils or organisations to provide briefings and/or policy advice. 
 

8.2 Any officer requested to attend a meeting of this nature which is not held on a 
cross–political party basis must obtain the prior authorisation of the Chief 
Executive who shall inform all group leaders of the arrangements. The officer will 
then meet the councillor or elected representative and the county councillor for 
the division will be invited. 
 

9.  Media Relations 
 

9.1 All relations with the media must be conducted in accordance with the Council’s 
agreed procedures and the law on local authority publicity. 
 

9.2 Officers will make every effort to keep councillors informed of media interest in 
Council activities relevant to their responsibilities and the electoral divisions they 
represent, especially regarding strategic or contentious matters. 
 

9.3 Any officer assisting a member with media relations must act at all times in the 
interests of the whole Council and in a politically impartial manner. Other than 
factual statements, members should not seek assistance from an officer with the 
preparation or issue of any media statement that will adversely affect the 
reputation of the Council. 
 

10.  Keeping the Local Members informed 
 

10.1 To enable them to carry out their divisional role effectively, members will be fully 
informed as early as possible about matters affecting their division.   
 

10.2 Senior officers must ensure that effective and timely arrangements are in place 
to inform members of such matters, thus allowing them to promote and develop 
their representative role. Local members shall also be kept informed about 
matters affecting their divisions during the formative stages of policy 
development and discussion at informal meetings, to enable them to contribute 
to the decision-making process. 
 

10.3 Issues may affect a single electoral division but others may have a wider – even 
sub-regional – impact, in which case numerous members will need to be kept 
informed. 
 

10.4 Local members have an important role to play in representing the County 
Council in their constituencies; responding to the concerns of their constituents; 
in meetings with partners and serving on outside organisations. 
  

10.5 
 
 

Whenever a public meeting is organised by the Council to consider a local issue, 
all the members representing the electoral division(s) affected should be invited 
to attend the meeting as a matter of course. 
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10.6 

 
If a local member intends to arrange a public meeting on a matter concerning 
some aspect of the Council’s work, they should inform the relevant officer. 
 

10.7 Similarly, whenever the Council undertakes any form of consultative exercise, 
the local member(s) should be notified immediately prior to the outset of the 
exercise. 
 

11.  Member Training 
 

11.1 Members are expected to embrace the principles of personal development and 
skill training and ensure they allocate time to participate in all the necessary 
training and personal development activities. This includes the necessary skills 
to take advantage of the IT facilities made available to them. Group leaders 
should ensure that all new members in the group attend new councillor induction 
training. 

  

12.  Complaints/Concerns 
 

12.1 Procedure for Members 

 
 If a member is dissatisfied with the conduct, behaviour or performance of an 

officer they should raise the matter privately with the relevant executive director 
or director. If their concerns relate to an executive director or director the 
concern should be raised with the Chief Executive. If the concerns relates to the 
Chief Executive then the concern should be raised with the Monitoring Officer. 
 

12.2 Procedure for Officers 
 

 If an officer is unhappy with the conduct or behaviour of a councillor they should 
seek to resolve the matter by appropriate discussion and involvement of their 
executive director or director. 
 

 In the event that matters remain unresolved they should inform the Monitoring 
Officer who will consider what action should be taken. 
 

13.  Arbitration 
 

13.1 When necessary, the Chief Executive will arbitrate on the interpretation of this 
protocol following consultation with the Monitoring Officer. 
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Elections and Referendums: Code of Practice for Members, 
Candidates and Staff  
 

 

1. Introduction 
  
1.1 This code applies to all Council members, candidates, political agents and staff 

and relates to the roles and rights of candidates at parliamentary, county and 
district elections and conduct during referendums. 

  
1.2 The code reflects the Government’s Code of Recommended Practice on Local 

Authority Publicity 2011. It refers primarily to the County Council’s conduct in the 
run up to elections and referendums. Election candidates will need also to have 
regard to national regulations relating to conduct at elections, as well as the 
requirements of other public bodies such as the NHS. 

  
1.3 Any comments or questions arising should be addressed initially to the relevant 

executive director, or to the County Returning Officer. 
  

2. Parliamentary Elections  
  

2.1 County Council members and staff should be even-handed and as helpful as 
possible to all candidates.  

  
2.2 Except for the use of public premises in the pre-election period, parliamentary 

candidates, including serving MPs, have the same rights as any other member of 
the public. In law, only facilities and information available to the general public 
should be made available to them.  

  

3. All Other Elections 
  
3.1 County Council members and staff should be even-handed and as helpful as 

possible to all candidates. 
  
3.2 Except for the use of public premises in the pre-election period, candidates have 

the same rights as any other member of the public. In law, only facilities and 
information available to the general public should be made available to 
candidates. 

  

4. Referendums 
  
4.1 There are statutory restrictions that prohibit the publication of certain material 

prior to certain types of referendum. Essentially the Council should not publish 
material that expresses support for or opposition to a referendum question, or 
which appears designed to encourage someone to sign a petition relating to the 
constitutional affairs of the authority. 
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5. Guidelines to Councillors 
  
5.1 Serving councillors should not seek to use their position as members to obtain 

privileges from the County Council for any candidates in relation to: 
  
 (a) The issue and use of confidential information; 

 
 (b) The use of County Council premises; 
  

(c) The use of staff time; and 
 

 (d) Visiting County Council establishments. 
  

6. Guidelines to Staff 
  
6.1 Staff should always act fairly and impartially towards all candidates. In their 

professional capacity, they must not take part in any publicity which could link 
them with any candidate or political party. 

  
6.2 Political posters or similar election material should not be displayed in any 

County Council office or establishment, or on cars used by staff for official 
business or which are parked in Council car parks, or on County Council owned 
lampposts or highway verges. 

  
6.3 Similarly, political/election material should not be displayed by any contractor 

working on behalf of the County Council. Staff should make this clear in any 
relevant contracts with the Council. 

  
6.4 Council premises should not be used in any way to promote or signify any favour 

or support for an individual candidate or political party. General photographs of 
the exterior of Council premises from outside the site are permissible providing 
they are not used to exploit or indicate the views of the County Council or any of 
the pupils, residents or staff working in those premises. Photographs of staff, 
pupils or other council clients will only be permitted if appropriate prior consent 
has been obtained from the head of the establishment or the headteacher of the 
school. 

  
7. Staff in Politically Restricted Posts 
  
7.1 Those staff whose posts have been identified as “politically restricted” are 

subject to legal constraints and therefore should not: 
  
 (a) Hold office in a political party, act as an election agent or canvass on behalf 

of a political party or a candidate for election; or 
 

 (b) Speak in public, give interviews or publish any written work with the intention 
of influencing public support for a political party. 

  
7.2 These restrictions do not prevent any post holders or their families from 
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displaying an election poster in a window of their home if they so wish. 
 

8. Use of Council Facilities  
 

8.1 Any facilities provided by the Council (e.g. email and IT, secretarial services, 
stationery and transport) for members to carry out their duties as councillors are 
to be used for those duties only. They may continue to be used for those duties 
during the period prior to an election. However, they must not be used for 
electioneering or canvassing. 

  

9. Use of Premises 
  
9.1 Once an election is called, candidates are legally entitled to use publicly funded 

schools and other public meeting rooms for election meetings free of hire charge.  
However, they can be asked to meet the cost of caretaking etc. A fair and 
consistent approach must be taken.   

  
9.2 Returning officers have the right to use any school or other public meeting room 

provided or maintained at public expense for election purposes. Heads of 
establishment are advised to discuss the returning officer’s requirements with the 
returning officer to minimise any disruption to the normal working of the 
establishment. Wherever possible returning officers will do all they can to 
achieve this but, ultimately, if there is no alternative, returning officers have the 
legal right to use such publicly funded accommodation as they consider most 
appropriate. 

  
9.3 Supplementary guidelines on these rights are attached. 
  

10. Visits 
  
10.1 As part of an election campaign, political parties may wish to visit a selection of 

residential and other establishments in their area. The premises selected may 
not be the same for each party. It is important to take a fair and consistent 
approach by seeing such visits on a countywide or area basis. It is important that 
any visit is not used to signify favour or support for any party or candidate. [See 
also paragraph 6.4.] 

  
10.2 It is suggested that heads of establishments should allow one visit by each local 

candidate during the period up to the election, provided that it is pre-planned to 
ensure the minimum of disruption to the normal running of the establishment. 

  

11. Publicity 
  
11.1 Local authorities should pay particular regard to the legislation governing 

publicity during the period of heightened sensitivity before elections and 
referendums. It may be necessary to suspend the hosting of material produced 
by third parties, or to close public forums during this period to avoid breaching 
any legal restrictions.  
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11.2 During the period between the notice of an election and the election itself, local 
authorities should not publish any publicity on controversial issues or report 
views or proposals in such a way that identifies them with any individual 
members or groups of members. Publicity relating to individuals involved directly 
in the election should not be published by local authorities during this period 
unless expressly authorised by, or under statute. It is permissible for local 
authorities to publish factual information which identifies the names, electoral 
divisions and parties of candidates at elections. 

  
11.3 In general, local authorities should not issue any publicity which seeks to 

influence voters. However, this general principle is subject to any statutory 
provision which authorises expenditure being incurred on the publication of 
material designed to influence the public as to whether to support or oppose a 
question put at a referendum. It is acceptable to publish material relating to the 
subject matter of a referendum, for example to correct any factual inaccuracies 
which have appeared in publicity produced by third parties, so long as this is 
even-handed, objective and does not support or oppose any of the options which 
are the subject of the vote. 

  
11.4 In addition to attracting personal votes, election candidates will be seeking 

maximum publicity for their activities. Executive directors will wish to give 
guidance to their heads of establishment as to what is acceptable, bearing in 
mind that a local campaign in a Parliamentary election is likely to be high profile 
and the activities of press and camera crews can be very intrusive.  Such advice 
might include: 

  
 (a) Clear guidance about authorisation for taking photographs inside and outside 

County Council premises [see also paragraph 6.4]; 
 

 (b) Limits on numbers attending at any one time; 
  

(c) Restrictions on interviews with staff and residents; and 
  

(d) Tours to be escorted by a responsible officer.  
  
11.5 The Council’s Communications Team can assist in all dealings with the media 

and will on request give advice on briefing journalists, arranging interviews and 
escorting press and camera crews on tours of buildings. 

  
11.6 A supplementary media protocol is attached. 
  
 [Contact the Communications Team for advice on media relations.] 
  

12. Guest Speakers 
  
12.1 Individual candidates should not be invited as speakers or guests at any school 

or other function which may be organised for or on behalf of the Council unless 
all other relevant candidates have been offered a similar opportunity. 

  



 

The Constitution 
Part 5 – Codes and Protocols 

Part 5.4 – Elections and Referendums: 
Code of Practice for Members, Candidates and Staff 

 

 
Part 5, Part 5.4, Elections and Referendums [effective from 16 May 2023] 

5.4, page 5 

12.2 Any public or private debate/talk organised through a school or other Council 
premises as part of the curriculum should only be held if all political parties 
fielding candidates in the relevant area are given the opportunity to take part.  
Such events should be structured on an all-party basis. 

  

13. Members of Parliament 
  
13.1 As duly elected representatives, County Members of Parliament have the right to 

seek information and assistance from the Council in handling their constituency 
work and in dealing with local government issues in Parliament. In exchange, the 
Council seeks their support in representing the County Council’s views in 
Parliament and to government ministers. 

  
13.2 However, Members of Parliament should not use their position to obtain 

privileges from the Council in campaigning for themselves, for other candidates 
or for their political party. Once a general election has been called, staff must 
ensure that any general information made available to any MP is also provided to 
all the Parliamentary candidates for that constituency. All Parliamentary 
candidates (including MPs) should be treated even-handedly and given an equal 
platform. 

  

14. Government Ministers and Spokesperson 
  
14.1 When representing their national political party, Members of Parliament holding 

government office or designated as shadow/opposition spokesperson may visit 
any county council establishment provided prior approval is given by the Chief 
Executive or the relevant executive director. Prior notification of any such visit 
must be given to the Council’s political group leaders through the Chief 
Executive’s office. This applies equally outside an election period. 

  
 [Contact for the County Council’s returning officer for additional guidance or 

advice.] 
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Appendix A 
 

Guidelines on the use of Rooms for Election Meetings 

 

1. Returning officers and candidates have special rights under the Representation 
of the People Act 1983 to the use of public rooms for the purpose of conducting 
elections and holding election meetings. 

  
2. During the period between the calling of an election and the day preceding the 

date of poll, a candidate is entitled to hold a public meeting in furtherance of 
their candidature, at any reasonable time, free of charge, in any suitable room in 
any public school premises or meeting room. The school premises referred to 
are County schools, voluntary and foundation schools situated in the 
constituency or an adjoining ward or constituency. The candidates may not, 
however, use premises in the adjoining wards or constituencies if there is a 
suitable room in the premises of a school within their own ward or constituency 
which is reasonably accessible. 

  
3. A candidate can also use any room, hall, gallery or gymnasium which is let for 

public meetings and which is maintained wholly or mainly out of public funds.  
The cost of preparing, warming, lighting and cleaning the rooms, in preparation 
for the meeting and for restoring the room to its usual condition after the 
meeting can be charged to the candidate or the person taking the room on their 
behalf. Any “caretaking” charge must exclude a hiring fee. In addition, the 
candidate can be required to defray the cost of any damage done to the room or 
the premises during the period of occupation. 

  
4. A candidate’s rights do not authorise any interference in the hours during which 

the room in a school is used for educational purposes or any interference with 
the use of a meeting room being used by the occupier or under prior agreement 
for a letting for any other purpose. A local authority cannot refuse to allow a 
particular candidate to use a room on the grounds of its disapproval of the 
candidate’s views. 

  
5. No person other than the candidate, their election agent or person authorised in 

writing by that agent, can incur expenses in holding public meetings with a view 
to promoting the election candidate. 

  
6. A public meeting is a meeting which is open to the general public and not 

restricted to ticket holders only. 
  
7. Every local authority is required to have available lists of rooms in school 

premises and elsewhere which candidates are entitled to use. This list should 
be kept by the (district) electoral registration officer for inspection by a candidate 
or their election agent at all reasonable hours. 

  
8. Candidates are not permitted to use school premises as committee rooms to 

promote or procure the election of a candidate. The use of school premises is 
limited to use for public meetings only. 
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 Control at Public Meetings 
  
9. The ultimate means of keeping order at meetings is through common law - to 

exclude any person or persons causing a disturbance from that meeting by 
using reasonable force to eject them, if necessary. A person causing a 
disturbance or inciting others to act in a disorderly manner could be liable to a 
fine under Section 169 of the Representation of the People Act 1983. 

  
10. The police have power to control public assemblies and restrictions do exist on 

the right to assemble peaceably to hold meetings to protect the rest of the 
public from undue disturbance. A public assembly means a collection of twenty 
or more persons in a place to which the public have a right of access. 

  
11 The local police should be advised at the earliest opportunity of any public 

meeting which is likely to attract a substantial number of people. Their advice 
should be taken on any organisational considerations which ought to be taken 
into account. 

  
 [Contact the county returning officer for additional guidance or advice.] 
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Appendix B 
 
 

Media Protocol 
 

1. Background 
  
1.1 This protocol sets out how we manage our media relations during the period 

immediately before elections are held or a referendum takes place. It reflects the 
requirements of the Government’s Code of Recommended Practice on Local 
Authority Publicity 2011. The underlying principle is that publicity by local 
authorities should be: 

  
 (a) Lawful; 

 
(b) Cost effective; 

 
(c) Objective; 

 
(d) Even-handed; 

 
(e) Appropriate; 

 
(f) Have regard to equality and diversity; and 

 
(g) Be issued with care during periods of heightened sensitivity. 

  
1.2 It is issued for the guidance of both members and officers. The protocol is to be 

applied starting on the 25th working day (i.e. excluding weekends and bank 
holidays) before the day of election and concludes at the end of the day of 
election, or 28 days before a referendum is held. 

  

2. County Council Elections and By-Elections  
  
2.1 During the period starting 25 working days before a County Council election, 

news releases and statements to the media will only be issued by the Council in 
the following circumstances: 

  
 (a) Where the issue is supported by a clear Council policy and is not viewed as 

a controversial matter. Controversial matters in the context of this protocol 
are matters defined as such by the Chief Executive, in consultation with the 
Head of Communications and Community Engagement. 

  
 (b) Where there is a need to issue urgent information or to publicly clarify or 

explain a specific point. 
  
2.2 During the period starting 25 working days before a County Council election, the 

Council will not provide quotes from members to the news media or other 
organisations, nor arrange publicity events/photo calls that involve members. 
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2.3 During the period starting 25 working days before a County Council by-election, 

no news releases and statements will be issued to the media that actively 
promote an election candidate or refer to policy or controversial matters directly 
affecting the electoral division with the vacancy. 

  

3. District Council Elections 
  
3.1 During the period starting 25 working days before an election to any or all of the 

district councils in Cambridgeshire, no news releases and statements will be 
issued to the media that actively promote an election candidate. 

  

4. General Elections 
  
4.1 During the period starting 25 days before a general election, news releases and 

statements to the media will only be issued by the Council in the following 
circumstances: 
 

 (a) Where the issue is supported by a clear Council policy and is not viewed as a 
controversial matter; and 
 

 (b) A need to issue urgent information or to publicly clarify or explain a specific 
point. 

  
4.2 During the period of a general election, the Council will not provide quotes from 

members to the news media or other organisations, nor arrange publicity 
events/photo calls that involve members. 

  
5. Referendums 
  
5.1 Section 125 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 places 

a specific restriction on the publication by a local authority of material relating to 
a referendum under Part 7 of that Act during the period 28 days immediately 
before the referendum is held. 

  
5.2 Regulation 5 of the Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) 

Regulations 2007 prohibits local authorities from publishing material in the 28 
days immediately before a referendum which expresses support for, or 
opposition to, a particular answer to a referendum question relating to the 
constitutional arrangements of the authority. 

  
5.3 Regulation 15 of the Local Authorities (Referendums, Petitions and Directions) 

(England) Regulations 2000 (S.I. 2000/2852) prohibits local authorities from 
incurring expenditure to publish material which appears designed to influence 
people in deciding whether or not to sign a petition relating to the constitutional 
arrangements of the authority, or to assist others to publish such material. 

  
 [Enquiries should be addressed to the Head of Communications and Community 

Engagement.] 
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Principles and Protocols for Proactive Communications with Media 
and Social Media Outlets 
 
 

1.  Background and Introduction  
 

1.1 Cambridgeshire County Council is committed to effective communications so 
that citizens of the County are well informed about the services that affect their 
lives every day and how these services are organised, led and developed. The 
local media, both traditional and increasingly well-followed social media 
platforms, play a valuable role in Cambridgeshire life, as they have the ability to 
reach large numbers of local residents. 
 

1.2 The Council’s Communications team aims to provide an efficient and timely 
response to media enquiries and raise the positive public profile of the authority 
by actively promoting accurate and balanced coverage of its work and activities. 
 

1.3 The proactive communications and marketing of the authority is led by the Head 
of Communications and Information, working with a team of senior 
communications managers responsible for overseeing News and External 
Affairs, Campaigns and Projects, Web and digital, and Internal 
Communications. 
 

1.4 To manage the demands of a 24-hour rolling news agenda, the Council’s news 
desk is available from 9:00am to 5:00pm every working day, but provides an on-
call emergency communications service for the media, senior officers and 
Members at other times. 
 

1.5 
 

The Communications team will maintain a rolling, forward grid of media and 
campaign opportunities which are reviewed on a regular basis and are able to 
be adapted at short notice. This will be based on suggestions from across all 
service areas and committees linked to the Council’s priority outcomes. 
 

1.6 
 

Local authorities should ensure that publicity relating to policies and proposals 
from central government is balanced and factually accurate. Such publicity may 
set out the local authority’s views and reasons for holding those views but 
should avoid anything likely to be perceived by readers as constituting a political 
statement, or being a commentary on contentious areas of public policy. It is the 
role of senior officers, as well as the Communications team where possible, to 
maintain an awareness of forthcoming potential external developments which 
have relevance to the Council’s operations or priority outcomes (e.g. the 
publication of research reports and national Government announcements), and 
to ensure the authority is ready to react in advance or is able to respond as 
quickly as possible.   
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2. The Legal Framework  
 

2.1 The unit operates within the terms and spirit of a legal framework set out in the 
Local Government Act 1986, which states that:  
 

A local authority shall not publish any material which in whole, or in part, 
appears to be designed to affect public support for a political party. 

 

2.2 The Act defines publicity as:  
 

any communication, in whatever form, addressed to the public at large or 
to a section of the public. 

 

2.3            The unit operates within the national Code of Recommended Practice on Local 
Authority Publicity, first published by the Government in August 1988 and 
revised in 2001 and 2011. The revised code states that publicity issued by local 
authorities should be lawful, cost effective, objective, even-handed, appropriate, 
have regard to equality and diversity and be issued with care during periods of 
heightened sensitivity. 
 

2.4 In the event of any potential conflict, the Monitoring Officer will be involved. 
 

3. Principles  
 

 A number of fundamental principles underpin the work of the Communications 
team. 
 

3.1 No surprises / Members first 
 

3.1.1 All Members quoted or named on a release (e.g. Leader or Deputy Leader of 
the Council, Committee Chairs, opposition Spokes, Local Members, etc.), will be 
sent news releases, statements or responses before they are sent to the media, 
so that they have time to digest and consider the issue prior to them responding 
to any follow-up media enquiry.  
 

3.1.2 For the majority of news releases, the team aims to give named Members 12 – 
24 hours’ notice of the issue of a release, on the understanding that these are 
not shared in advance of publication time. 
 

3.1.3 Where this is not possible, on urgent news items linked to serious issues, 
releases will still be sent to Members a minimum of 30 minutes before they are 
issued to the media, and a communications officer will contact the relevant 
Member(s) in the most appropriate way to check receipt. 
 

3.1.4 All other Members will be sent links to news releases at the same time that they 
are issued to the media. Every attempt will be made to make sure Members 
should not hear critical Council information first from other sources.  
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3.1.5 It is recognised that the urgency of dealing with news stories at short notice will 
sometimes require telephone contact and out-of-hours contact to ensure a 
timely response. In order to ensure due respect for Members and officers 
involved, account will be taken to the level of seriousness of the story and the 
potential impact of the communication.    
 

3.2 Members actively involved 
 

3.2.1 The content of all news releases relating to strategic issues or changes to 
Council policy will be shared and developed in draft stages with the Leader 
and/or appropriate Committee Chair.  
 

3.3 Staff informed 
 

3.3.1 Media releases will be agreed with the lead officer or service director and 
approved by them prior to release. Staff should not learn of changes to their 
services or employment from the media, and so information about such changes 
will be shared with them in advance of, or at the same time as media issue. The 
Council’s news releases will also be posted on the internet as soon as they are 
published.  
 

3.4 Honest 
 

3.4.1 The team will never knowingly mislead the media on a story or issue.   
Communications staff are in a long-term relationship with the local media in 
particular and they must trust the team’s counsel and respect its honesty of 
approach.  
 

3.5 Accessible and timely 
 

3.5.1 Staff are firm, friendly but polite in dealings with the media, always ensure 
contact numbers are accurate and appropriate, and return calls efficiently to 
recognise competing pressures on deadlines. The timeliness of the response 
rate to media enquiries is recorded and a media officer is available to the media 
(and key departmental and political contacts) on a 24-hour basis, seven days a 
week.  
 

3.6 Fair 
 

3.6.1 The Team does not routinely favour one media source over another. Where 
appropriate, staff will identify the relative importance of media sources and be 
able to clearly justify any strategy that promotes one over another. Where 
concerns are raised about the impartiality of a particular media source, these 
will be raised with the media outlet concerned initially, and if unresolved, advice 
will be sought from the Chief Executive and the Monitoring Officer. 
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3.7 Prompt and courteous rebuttal 
 

3.7.1 Where there is a threat that inaccurate stories could damage the reputation of 
the Council, the Communications team will challenge the story at source, rather 
than waiting for it to be published. If inaccurate and damaging stories are 
published, the team will contact the source concerned and seek redress. 
 

4. Work with Media 

 
4.1 General 

 
4.1.1 One of the most important aspects of dealing with and managing the media is 

being able to provide a prompt response to a query, question or interview 
request. The sooner the Council can respond and involve itself in the story, the 
greater the chance it has to influence it. This is especially important where the 
Council’s reputation might be affected. 
 

4.1.2 The team also wishes to influence the news agenda proactively by offering 
people for interview or providing case studies to illustrate topical issues. 
 

4.1.3 The team will use links with departments and Council committees, as well as the 
forward plan to identify opportunities in advance, but still want/have to exploit 
on-the-day stories, particularly when there is breaking news or developing 
stories. 
 

4.2 Answering media enquiries 
 

4.2.1 The team will answer relevant media enquiries as soon as possible, especially 
as stories are now posted online quickly. If an issue does not involve the 
Council, or the Council has no comment to make, the reporter will be advised 
promptly. If the Communications team believes that a deadline is too tight, it will 
negotiate an extension if it can. Members and officers are encouraged to 
respond to the Communications unit as quickly as possible, as missing 
deadlines and being ‘unavailable for comment’ can harm the Council’s 
reputation. 
 

4.2.3 The team will not respond to media outlets posting questions to the Council on 
social media platforms, but will direct them to make their enquiries through the 
normal communications route (in or out of hours), where both the questions and  
answers can be logged and monitored, and appropriate Member or senior 
officer oversight can be obtained. 
 

4.3 Approach to aggressive enquiries 
 

4.3.1 The Communications team will answer journalists’ enquiries courteously and will 
expect this to be reciprocated. However, if journalists are aggressive or rude, 
the team reserves the right to politely end a phone conversation and request 
that the enquiry is made by email. 
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4.4 Use of Freedom of Information requests (FOIs) 
 

4.4.1 The team will encourage the media to submit enquiries, rather than FOIs, and 
remind them that FOIs are answered within a formal timescale, which can be 
slower than submitting an enquiry through the usual communications route. 
FOIs from media outlets or concerning contentious issues will be sent to the 
Communications team’s leads for FOI enquiries, who will sense check proposed 
responses and prepare statements where necessary. The team works with the 
FOI team and departments to reduce the number of FOI requests by 
encouraging the proactive publication of key information to regular schedules. 
 

4.5 Press releases 
 

4.5.1 The team will email press releases to all relevant local, regional and national 
media contacts and will update the distribution list when it becomes aware of 
new outlets or journalists. It will post releases online on the day of publication 
and will also post links to the story on the most appropriate social media 
channels. 
 

4.6 Briefings 
 

4.6.1 The team will always attempt to accommodate journalists’ requests for briefings 
with key Members or officers, provided there are no issues around 
confidentiality or sensitivity. Briefings can add important context and detail to 
stories, helping to achieve a more balanced result for the Council. 
 

4.7 Council meetings 
 

4.7.1 The Communications Team will work closely with departments in the 
development of relevant committee papers, and even if this is not required, 
departments will pass reports to main committees through the key 
Communications contacts for information as early as possible to reduce the risk 
that there will be insufficient time to prepare proactive communications or 
context around sensitive information. 
 

4.7.2 The media and public are free to film, record or photograph Council meetings, 
provided that they do not disrupt proceedings. The team encourages 
broadcasters, as a courtesy, to inform the communications unit in advance of 
any meetings they intend to record or film, due to the size of their equipment, so 
that it can suggest which part of the room they can film from. All Full Council 
and committee meetings held at the New Shire Hall offices are broadcast live 
and stored on the Council’s YouTube channel. 
 

4.8 Campaigns/Consultations 
 

4.8.1 The team will work with departments and Council committees to develop an 
annual campaigns and communications service plan to market and promote the 
Council’s key objectives. It will also provide communications support to 
consultation and engagement related to major Council projects. These activities 
will use market segmentation to reach the most appropriate audiences and will 
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be based on Citizen First: Digital First principles wherever possible. 
 

4.9 Strategic issues 
 

4.9.1 It is recognised that the Council faces a number of strategic issues across the 
authority as a whole, and the Communications team will maintain regular 
consultation with the administration to ensure that these are fully integrated in 
the communications strategy on a continuing basis. 
 

5. Organisation 
 

 Information from the Council is organised in the following distinct ways. 
 

5.1 News Releases 
 

5.1.1 News releases deal with substantial news matters that the Council wants to 
promote, publicise or explain. They will often arise from items being raised or 
considered by Members, Member decisions, important visits, and matters of 
policy, or a wide range of external matters. These will always carry contacts for 
comment from all groups represented on committees in order of Member 
responsibility (Chair, Vice-Chair, other administration Spokes, opposition 
Spokes). 
 

5.1.2 The Council’s releases are targeted to the most relevant media outlets covering 
the geographical area or specialism, or to the channel most appropriate to the 
audience. The team will avoid issuing releases to all media outlets regardless of 
content, as this form of blanket issue leads to loss of credibility. 
 

5.2 Public Information Notices 
 

5.2.1 Public information notices provide important, factual information about normal 
day-to-day activities of the Council and are both issued to the media proactively 
and published on the Council’s website to share advice and provide data. They 
include matters such as road works and closures, minor emergencies (such as 
the temporary closure of offices, schools or other premises to which the public 
normally have access), and basic event information. These will carry officer or 
communications contacts only. 
 

5.3 News Statements 
 

5.3.1 Written statements are principally used in respect of sensitive issues to be sure 
that the Council’s position cannot be open to possible misinterpretation or 
misrepresentation. These will carry communications contacts only. 
 

5.4 Reactive Comments 
 

5.4.1 On reactive communications, the team still works on the principle of ‘no 
surprises’ but will also look to be proportionate. Therefore, if approached for 
comment on a significant issue affecting the Council it will liaise with the most 
appropriate officer to develop the answer and highlight to relevant members. 
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Approval will only be sought on the most politically sensitive issues from the 
most appropriate Councillor (usually the Leader or Deputy Leader, or the most 
appropriate Committee Chair/Vice-Chair).   
  

5.4.2 Reactive statements will not usually be circulated to all Members, but where a 
written response is made linked to a significant issue or to Council policy it will 
be sent to Committee Chairs/Vice-Chairs, opposition Spokes or Local 
Member(s) where appropriate. 
 

5.4.3 If the team is approached for comment on an ongoing issue where previous 
statements have been approved, or on a purely operational matter (dates, 
times, confirmation of issues, confirmation of responsibilities, follow up on 
proactive media releases or campaigns, etc.), it will not usually involve 
Members. 
 

5.5 Campaigns 
 

5.5.1 Behaviour change is one of the primary functions of local government 
communications, helping to improve the quality of life for Cambridgeshire 
people, and helping the Council to deliver its services or to run more effectively, 
as well as save taxpayer’s money.   
 

5.5.2 The Communications team will develop an annual plan of proactive campaigns 
to support the Council delivering its ambitions through behavioural change 
campaigns, which it will support in detail. These will be agreed with the 
appropriate service department and committee Chair/Vice-Chair, or the 
Leader/Deputy Leader of the Council and the Chief Executive. 
 

5.5.3 These campaigns will be based on behavioural science insight and will be 
appropriately resourced, targeted and monitored. In order to run these 
successfully, they will be limited to areas of greatest priority for the Council. 
They may be constant (e.g. fostering or social work recruitment), annual (e.g. 
vaccination uptake), or related to specific issues (e.g. publicising the census or 
elections). 
 

5.5.4 Other campaigns throughout the year may be supported by the team in a ‘light 
touch’ manner (e.g. retweeting/sharing materials on the Council’s social media 
platforms from organisations whose aims support those of the Council, or 
highlighting these campaigns to Council staff and stakeholders through internal 
routes). 
 

5.5.5 The Leader, Deputy Leader, Committee Chairs or Vice-Chairs will act as the 
lead spokes for any campaign launch, or will be quoted in campaign review 
materials. Professional comment (e.g. around the specific need for more foster 
carers) may come from the lead officer. 
 

5.6 Political quotes and named media contacts 
 

5.6.1 Any quotes on matters relating to the development of Council policies will 
always come from the Leader or Deputy Leader of the Council, or the most 
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appropriate Committee Chair / Vice-Chair. This principle will also apply to any 
letters written for publication.  
 

5.6.2 Where appropriate, quotes from other members will be included in a news 
release. This may be the Chair of the Council on civic matters, or the Leader / 
Deputy Leader of the Council on matters which relate to the leadership of the 
Council, but will most often be the Chair or Vice-Chair of the relevant committee 
with responsibility for the area concerned. 
 

5.6.3 Where a news release specifically relates to an issue affecting a particular area 
or geographical division, the Communications unit will advise the Local 
Member(s) early, their contact details will be added to the release, beneath 
those of the political leads, and they will be sent the release prior to or 
simultaneously with distribution to the local media. 
 

5.6.4 Where the release is non-controversial, and concerns a local issue that a Local 
Member is particularly connected or involved with, they may be invited to 
include a quote in addition to, but not supersede, a quote from the Committee 
Chair. 
 

5.6.5 Senior officers will approve the technical content of the release, but any quotes 
should be cleared with the named person before use.  
 

5.6.6 In the event of situations where an appropriate Member’s quote is needed and 
the Member is unavailable, the appropriate Group Leader will be contacted for 
clearance. Officers will not normally approve Members’ quotes except where a 
time constraint makes this inevitable, in which case at least one member of the 
Council’s Corporate Leadership Team (CLT), in addition to the Communications 
team, must approve the quote. 
 

5.6.7 In all cases, the names and contact details for the Spokes of all political groups 
on the committee will be included on press releases, in order of committee 
responsibility (Chair, Vice-Chair, other administration Spokes, opposition 
Spokes).  
 

5.6.8 The relevant departmental/officer contact will also be included, followed by that 
of the Communications team’s main number and out of hours contacts.  
 

5.6.9 The Chair of the Council (and in their absence, the Vice-Chair) has an important 
part to play in ceremonial events carried out on behalf of the Council. Their 
activities will be published and publicised as appropriate. 
 

5.6.10 Officers will respond to media requests for interviews/information on matters 
involving the giving of background technical or practical operational information, 
non-policy matters, matters involving the implementation of policies or matters 
of professional responsibility. Officers can be used as lead spokes when the 
Council’s reputation can be enhanced by use of an expert, such as the Director 
of Public Health talking about health issues.  
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5.6.11 In both cases above, the Communications team will make the appropriate 
Chair/Vice-Chair aware. 
 

5.7 Speaking on behalf of the Council 
 

5.7.1 Officers who are directly approached by a member of the media for a comment 
on Council activities should not answer questions themselves. The journalist 
should be referred to the Communications team, which will manage the 
response and gain political sign off where appropriate. 
 

5.7.2 Councillors who are directly approached by a member of the media should refer 
the enquiry on to the Communications team, or alternatively highlight the 
approach to the team before they answer to discuss their response. This will 
enable support to be given around providing accurate and up to date 
information, and will guard them against breaching any ongoing proceedings. If 
they plan to answer directly, they should make use of the guidance contained in 
this protocol about ensuring accuracy, confidentiality constraints, logging and 
recording both the approach and their answer. They should then advise the 
Communications unit at the earliest opportunity in case of media follow-up, to 
ensure consistency in providing answers to other media outlets. 
 

5.7.3 Officers and Councillors who have contact with the media in a personal capacity 
or as members of non-Council related organisations must not refer to their 
Council posts and must make it clear to the journalist concerned that they are 
speaking in a personal capacity or on behalf of the non-Council related 
organisation. 
 

5.7.4 Trade union officers, who are employees of the Council and who have contact 
with the media in their trade union or political capacity, must make clear that 
they are speaking as a union or political group representative. 
 

5.8 Social Media 
 

 A social media protocol, which is published on the Council’s website, sets out 
the Council’s general approach to the use of social media channels. 
 

5.8.1 The Council will use the most appropriate social media channels to promote its 
news or key campaign messages, in addition to conventional media. The 
Communications unit is responsible for the Council’s main channels and has the 
discretion to write and post material without clearance, provided it is in line with 
the social media protocol, based on an approved approach around a subject 
and the Council’s key messages. 
 

5.8.2 The team would remind staff and Members who use social media that reporters 
and the public will view their posts and use them in stories. The team would 
encourage them (and provide training where necessary), to ensure that their 
social media activity could not be used to damage the reputation of the Council. 
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5.8.3 
 

It is recognised that there is a rapidly changing media landscape whereby most 
people receive their news through social media and where the best impact is 
made through speed of response. The Communications team will seek to 
identify potential issues and stories in advance where possible, to enable social 
media posts in real time where possible, but reflecting the requirements of this 
protocol. 
 

6. Protocols 
 

6.1 Issuing of agendas 
 

6.1.1 All committee papers will be made available to the media a minimum of five 
working days before the meeting concerned and posted on the internet by 
Democratic Services.  
 

6.2 Media attendance at meetings 
 

6.2.1 Members of the media must be provided with any additional papers which may 
have been issued on the day. 
 

6.3 Motions and questions 
  

6.3.1 Motions and questions from individual Councillors shown on the agenda will not 
be publicised through Council news releases in the interests of fairness.  
 

6.4 Reporting debates 
 

6.4.1 If a member of the media has not attended a meeting and wants to find out what 
was said during a debate at a meeting that wasn’t broadcast, officers will direct 
them to the appropriate Committee Chair directly and offer to provide opposition 
contacts. Staff from the Communications team will report back to the media on 
any decision/recommendation reached.  
 

6.4.2 Journalists are free to tweet or post from Council meetings and members of the 
Communications unit will only tweet factual decisions made by committees and 
Full Council depending on the newsworthiness of the issue being debated. 
 

6.4.3 Live broadcasting from Council meetings is permitted and the Council itself live 
streams all Full Council and committee meetings on its YouTube channel, which 
the Communications Team will publicise.  
 

6.5 Embargoes 
 

6.5.1 Embargoes should be used sparingly. This would most typically be when a 
news release is linked to a launch event; when an issue of confidentiality 
requires it; or when a third party requires it (e.g. the announcement of an award 
or additional funding). 
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6.5.2 Embargoes are not legally enforceable and are adhered to by general local 
agreement.  
 

6.6 Communications during the pre-election period 
 

6.6.1 The Council follows the guidelines set out in the Code of Recommended 
Practice on Local Government Publicity, which states: 
 

The period between the notice of election and the election itself, publicity 
relating to individuals involved directly in the election should not be 
published by local authorities during this period unless expressly 
authorised by or under statute. 

 
6.6.2 No Councillors will be quoted in any releases during the period outlined above 

when the Council itself is holding an election or if they are involved in elections 
for other authorities.  
 

6.6.3 Wider publicity initiatives also need to be considered carefully during this period. 
The Code states that: 
 

Local authorities should not publish any publicity on controversial issues 
or report views or proposals in such a way that that identifies them with 
any Members or groups of Members. 

 
6.6.4 Any prospective candidates (parliamentary, county and district) requesting visits 

to Council premises must always be treated equally. Council staff should not be 
included in any photographs that candidates might arrange, to avoid any 
impression of one party being favoured over another. Council offices should not 
be used to host political events during this time, unless these premises are 
available for general hire.  
 

6.6.5 Further guidance to officers and members is available from the Council’s 
document on Election Guidance agreed with Chief Officers and Group Leaders 
before the May 2021 elections.  
 

6.7 Letters for Publication 
 

6.7.1 The Communications team will, in consultation with the appropriate service 
director or Committee Chair, consider drafting replies to letters and articles 
about the Council or its services that appear in the printed or online media and 
help draw up letters for publication, if appropriate. In such cases, the Committee 
Chair concerned will sign the letter or agree who else is best to respond.  
 

6.7.2 Group Leaders will consider and deal with any response to letters or comments 
which are clearly political in nature and, while the Communications team may 
flag these to the relevant group, they will not be involved in the drawing up or 
issuing of any response.  
 

6.7.3 The Council’s Officers’ Code of Conduct states that all contact with the media 
should be conducted through, or in consultation with, the Communications team. 
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If an employee wishes to write to a newspaper in their position as a Council 
employee, they must first obtain permission from their senior manager or Head 
of Service. 
 

6.8 Dealing with Confidential Items 
 
 

6.8.1 Under the Local Government Act 2007, a written record of all key decisions and 
other executive decisions made by the Council must be made publicly available 
‘as soon as practicable’ after the meeting, even if the decision has been taken 
as an exempt item. This could be when the minutes of the meeting are 
available, but could equally be much sooner after the decision has been taken. 
 

6.8.2 The Communications team will always seek to give the outcome of an issue 
taken in confidential session, unless there are over-riding reasons not to do so, 
such as the handling of personal and sensitive issues affecting staff or clients, 
or financial and commercial issues.  
 

6.8.3 In these circumstances, officers should liaise with the department concerned 
before deciding the best course of action to follow and clear the approach with 
the Monitoring Officer and Chair of the relevant committee. 
 

6.9 Emergency Communications 
 

6.9.1 The Council has a statutory duty under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 to warn 
and inform local people in emergency situations to help minimise risk and harm.  
 

6.9.2 The Communications team is a member of the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Warn and Inform Communications subgroup. 
 

6.9.3 In emergency circumstances, the normal media approvals process may not 
apply. The Communications Team Leader will approve media activity in 
consultation with the Chief Executive or relevant ‘gold’ or ‘silver’ command. 
 

6.10 Media / Social Media Training 
 

6.10.1 In an organisation comprising 61 elected Members and approximately 4,000 
employees it would be impossible and impractical for all communications from 
or about the Council to be produced and issued by the Communications team.  
 

6.10.2 While all high profile and sensitive communications, or those most closely 
supporting the Council’s objectives, will be led and developed by the team, part 
of its role will be supporting elected Members and Council staff who have 
responsibility to be good communicators as part of their role. 
 

6.10.3 The Communications team will provide training to Councillors and staff which 
encourages a positive relationship in communicating with their communities and 
the media, and provides information on the best ways to get their information 
across.  
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6.11 Fostering and Adoption 
 

6.11.1 Any media requests relating to filming/imagery of children in care requires 
director sign off. In no case will the Council allow external media interviews or 
any filming of any child in care who is under the age of 18 – although the team 
may develop case studies following interviews, using anonymised quotes. 
 

6.11.2 In all cases with either partner videos or media interviews, foster carers must 
give their consent to be involved in the media/video case study process, and be 
clearly informed where any materials are going to be used and for how long. 
 

6.11.3 The supporting Social Worker for that foster carer must also be informed and 
then a briefing must take place before any planned media activity. 
 

6.11.4 A signed consent form will also be completed detailing all of this information, by 
external parties who work on the Council’s behalf and by the Council. 
 

7. Communication on Partnership Issues or Projects 
 

7.1 Partnership working is a common feature of the Council’s activities. It works 
closely with many public sector partners, in particular Peterborough City 
Council, the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Integrated Care Board and 
other local statutory bodies. 
 

7.2 It remains the independent decision of the Council to take part or not to take 
part in joint communications and all partners should be informed in advance that 
the authority’s agreement should be carefully sought and obtained in relation to 
any joint communications. 
 

7.3 Where joint releases are issued (for instance around a joint response to a public 
health issue affecting the area, or joint funding announcements from the 
Government), the team will use jointly branded communications headed paper 
and agree at the outset who the lead spokes will be. Where this is a project with 
another local government partner, it is likely to involve quotes from the lead 
spokesperson for each authority. Media approaches for interview will be 
directed to the most appropriate place or spokes. 
 

7.4 Communications protocols must be established with private sector contractors 
at the outset of major contracts, and this will be the responsibility of the lead 
department/officer involved in the contract, but should be overseen by the 
Communications department.   
 

7.5 The protocols (template available) will set out responsibilities for which 
organisation takes the communications lead, frequency and type of 
communications, sign off and key spokespeople.  
 
The template will, ensure that: 
 

• The Council’s role or contribution is identified appropriately and 
information to media or local residents includes quotes from named 
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Council Members or officers.  
 

• The Council logo is included with others on any documentation. 
 

• The text of information is shared in draft stages between partners and 
approved by the relevant communications leads prior to distribution.  
 

• The method, manner and timing of distribution are also agreed in 
advance by the relevant communications leads.  
 

• Depending on the size of the project or partnership, the relevant Council 
committee Chair will be consulted as usual but may not be quoted where 
it is agreed that the Council is not the lead agency and in the interests of 
producing succinct media releases.  
 

• Wherever possible, news releases should be issued on joint paper, with 
contact details for each organisation.  

 

8. Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) 
 

8.1 Where the GCP is concerned, agreed communication protocols are already in 
place, as agreed by the GCP Executive Board on which all partners are 
represented.  
 

8.2 The key elements are as follows: 
 

• Pro-active communications will, as far as possible, be planned and 
devised in consultation with the relevant partner agency/ies, via the 
subject experts (usually an officer) or, in the event of unavailability, 
through the communications lead. 
 

• Requests for information and/or comments to Members/officers will 
clearly state the deadline for a response. 
 

• Pro-active and re-active statements will, as far as possible, be seen and 
approved by the GCP Executive Board Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson 
who will act as talking heads. 

 
8.3 Inevitably, to maximise an opportunity or to avoid a communications vacuum, 

there will be occasions when a statement or response needs to be issued 
dynamically or swiftly to a deadline. It is recognised that, on such occasions, the 
GCP Programme Director, Communications Manager and/or partners’ 
communications leads will have authority to speak on behalf of the GCP, in 
good faith, and adhering to the communications principles set out in their 
strategy, ensuring the GCP Executive Board Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson and 
relevant officers are kept informed. 
 

8.4 On occasion, it will be relevant for the lead agency to issue a communication 
which is linked to the GCP programme. In this event, the agency should liaise 
with the GCP Communications Manager / Programme Director prior to 
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publication. 
 

9. Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority 
 

9.1 The Council works closely with the Combined Authority in a number of ways, 
both as a partner organisation involved in the overarching development of public 
services for people in Cambridgeshire, including transport, education and skills 
and economic development, and also through being commissioned to deliver 
specific projects to make infrastructure improvements funded by the Combined 
Authority. 
 

9.2 Both organisations will work on the basis of ‘no surprises’ on communications 
issues that affect them both, sharing approaches from media outlets and 
proposed responses in advance. 
 

9.3 Pro-active communications for projects funded by the Combined Authority, but 
delivered by the Council, will be planned and devised in consultation between 
the two authorities via a communications plan which will identify such things as 
agreed key messages, use of spokespeople, and which organisation will take 
the lead on issuing statements, putting forward members or officers to be 
quoted/used for interviews. 
 

• Communications plans for funded projects will also clearly identify the 
communications involvement of any external contractors, who will not 
issue independent communications on projects without the approval of 
the lead authority’s communications team. 
 

• Spokespeople on projects undertaken by the Council on behalf of the 
Combined Authority will largely be the chair (or vice-chair in their 
absence) of the relevant committee, unless previously agreed. 
 

• Pro-active and re-active statements on projects will, as far as possible, 
be seen and any relevant quotes approved for the Council by the chair, 
or the vice-chair in their absence, of the relevant committee, and 
highlighted to the Combined Authority’s Communications team in 
advance of issue. 

 
9.4 Communications on overarching strategy or policy involving or affecting both 

organisations, after approval by the relevant Chief Executives, will be seen and 
quotes/direction approved by the Mayor of the Combined Authority and the 
Leader or Deputy Leader of the Council, who will act as lead spokespeople for 
interview. 
 

9.5 To maximise opportunities or to avoid communications vacuums, there will 
inevitably be occasions when a statement or response needs to be issued 
dynamically or swiftly to a deadline. It is recognised that, on such occasions, 
these will be approved by the Chief Executive of either the Combined Authority 
or the Council and their Communications lead, but will be shared with each 
other before issue. 
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9.6 On occasion, it will be relevant for the Council to issue a communication which 
is linked to Combined Authority activity outside project work or major 
government announcements (for example, referencing activity in a committee 
report which is proactively publicised). In this event, the Council should liaise 
with the Combined Authority’s Communications Manager or Programme 
Director prior to publication. 
 

10. Communications Support for Schools 
 

10.1 Practical support for schools is offered in times of particular difficulties or 
success. This is a traded service primarily for local authority maintained schools 
and the support can be in the form of general advice and guidance, media 
releases, supporting with letters to parents, fielding media calls, media briefings 
and news conferences. However in the event of a significant issue the team will 
work with Academy Trusts to support schools in times of major crisis and where 
the reputation of the Council as the local education authority would otherwise be 
put at risk. 
 

10.2 In general terms: 
 

• The content of all media releases or statements will be cleared in 
advance with the Headteacher and, if possible, the Chair of Governors 
(or where necessary the head of the academy trusts).  
 

• Any media release will make it clear it is being issued on behalf of the 
school concerned and headed with the name of the school governing 
body as appropriate.  
 

• Relevant school contact names and numbers will be included on any 
release except where prior agreement has been reached that 
Communications team staff should field all calls in the first instance.  
 

• The Chair of the Children and Young People Committee and the director 
with responsibility for Education will be kept fully informed on media 
issues affecting schools in line with the ‘no surprises’ principle and 
statements will be shared with the local Member as they are issued. 
 

• Where schools are not buying into the traded service, communications 
support will still be offered at an agreed hourly rate. 
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Members’ Allowances Scheme 
 
 

1. Scheme of Allowances 
 

1.1 Elected members of Cambridgeshire County Council may claim the following 
allowances as specified in this scheme:  

 
(a) Basic allowance; 

 
(b) Special responsibility allowances; and 

 
(c) Travel and subsistence allowances. 

 
Financial loss allowance is not available to councillors.  

 
1.2 The basic allowance and special responsibility allowances will be paid in equal monthly 

instalments and will be subject to tax and national insurance deductions where 
appropriate.   

 
1.3 The basic allowance, each of the special responsibility allowances and the co-optees’ 

allowance will be increased annually based on the Professional and Management Pay 
Scale, grades P4-P6 for a period up to 10 May 2025. After this period, the Scheme of 
Allowances shall be reviewed again by an Independent Remuneration Panel. 

 
1.4 The Scheme of Allowances will take effect from 1 April 2023. 

 

2. Basic Allowance  
 
2.1 The basic allowance is £11,565.51 per annum. 
 

3. Special Responsibility Allowances 
 

3.1 No member may receive more than one special responsibility allowance. No 
allowances other than the basic allowance and special responsibility allowances are 
payable. 

 

Role Allowance 
Group Positions 
Leader of the Council £34,783.86 

Deputy Leader of the Council £22,608.85 

Leader of the Main Opposition £11,478.31 

Leader of Minor Opposition (4 seats or more) £3,477.84 
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Service Committees 

Policy and Service Committee Chair £20,870.00 

Policy and Service Committee Vice Chair £10,435.53 

Regulatory Committees 

Audit and Accounts Committee Chair £8,695.96 

Pension Fund Committee Chair  £8,695.96 

Planning Committee Chair £8,695.96 

Other Roles 

Combined Authority Board Member £3,478.04 

Combined Authority Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee Member 

£1,738.97 

Combined Authority Audit and Governance 
Committee Member 

£1,738.97 

Adoption/Fostering Panel Member £140 per day and £70 per 
half day meeting 

 
3.2 Where a councillor in receipt of a special responsibility allowance fails to attend at least 

50% of the meetings for which that allowance is paid in any six month period, that 
councillor shall be invited to repay an appropriate sum of the allowance received 
during that period. 

 
3.3 The maximum number of special responsibility allowances payable at any one time 

shall not exceed 50% of Council members. 
 

4. Travel expenses 
 

4.1 Travel by private vehicles will be reimbursed at the same rates as those used by 
officers. 

 
4.2 Where a councillor’s normal place of residence is outside of Cambridgeshire, travel to 

council offices within Cambridgeshire will be paid from the point of entry to the county 
and not from the councillor’s home. 

 
4.3 Parking fees and public transport fares will be reimbursed at cost on production of a 

valid ticket or receipt. In the case of travel by rail, standard class fare or actual fare 
paid (if less) will be reimbursed.  

 

4.4 Travel allowances are not payable for journeys undertaken outside the county, other 
than for authorised attendance on behalf of the Council at those meetings under 
Section 10 (below) that are held outside the county. International travel shall require 
approval in advance from the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the 
Council.  
 

4.5 Taxi fares will only be reimbursed on production of a valid receipt. Taxis should only be 
used where use of an alternative is not available or if the following conditions are 
applicable: 



 

The Constitution 
Part 6 – Members’ Allowances Scheme 

 

 
Part 6, Members’ Allowances Scheme [effective from 13 February 2024] 

6, page 3 

 
(a)There is a significant saving in official time; 

 
(b)The councillor has to transport heavy luggage or equipment; and/or 

 
(c) Where councillors are travelling together, and it is therefore a cheaper option. 

 
4.6 Travel expenses will be reimbursed for any journey undertaken where the councillor 

was undertaking approved duties (see Section 10 ’Approved Duties’ below). Travel 
expenses will only be reimbursed if claimed within two months.  

 

5. Subsistence expenses  
 
5.1 Overnight hotel accommodation must be booked through Democratic Services who will 

ensure that accommodation is booked at the appropriate market rate. Higher rates of 
accommodation will only be booked where it is clearly in the County Council’s interest 
and formal approval has been given in advance by the Democratic Services Manager. 
Any other reasonable and unavoidable costs related to overnight stays will be 
reimbursed on production of a receipt.  

 
5.2 The cost of meals purchased while undertaking Council business cannot be claimed 

for, except where the member is attending an event such as a conference and meals 
are not provided, or where the member is required to stay overnight.  

 
5.3 The Democratic Services Manager shall be authorised to allow claims to cover the 

actual cost of the meals up to a reasonable maximum (£10 for lunch, £15 for an 
evening meal) and upon production of a receipt. 

 

6. Child and Dependent Carers’ Expenses 
 
6.1 Councillors with care responsibilities in respect of dependent children under 16 or 

dependent adults certified by a doctor or social worker as needing attendance will be 
reimbursed, on production of valid receipts, for actual payments to a registered or 
professional carer. Where care was not provided by a registered or professional carer 
but was provided by an individual not formally resident at the member’s home, a 
maximum hourly rate based on the Real Living Wage will be payable.  

 
6.2 Dependents’ and carers’ expenses will only be reimbursed if incurred where the 

councillor was undertaking approved duties (see section 10 ’Approved Duties’ below). 
 

7. Parental Leave 
 

7.1 All councillors shall continue to receive their basic allowance in full for a period up to 
six months in the case of absence from their councillor duties due to leave related to 
maternity, paternity, adoption, shared parental leave or sickness absence. 

 
7.2 Councillors entitled to a special responsibility allowance shall continue to receive their 

allowance in full for a period of six months, in the case of absence from their councillor 
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duties due to leave related to maternity, paternity, adoption, shared parental leave or 
sickness absence. 

 
7.3 Where for reasons connected with sickness, maternity leave, adoption leave, paternity 

leave or shared parental leave a councillor is unable to attend a meeting of the Council 
for a period of six months, a dispensation by Council can be sought in accordance with 
Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 
7.4 If a replacement to cover the period of absence under these provisions is appointed by 

Council or the Leader (or in the case of a party group position the party group), the 
replacement shall be entitled to claim a special responsibility allowance pro rata for the 
period over which the cover is provided. 

 
7.5 If a councillor stands down, or an election is held during the period when a councillor is 

absent due to any of the above and the councillor is not re-elected or decides not to 
stand down for re-election, their basic allowance and special responsibility allowance 
will cease from the date they leave office. 

 

8. Stationery 
 

8.1 No claims can be made for the cost of printer cartridges, paper, envelopes, stamps, 
pens, or other stationery. Nor are these to be provided free of charge by the Council. 

 

9. Co-opted Members – Financial Loss Allowance 
 
9.1 A financial loss allowance may only be paid to non-elected members of committees or 

sub-committees. Co-opted members serving on committees shall be eligible to claim a 
£54.86 flat fee per half day attended in addition to travel and subsistence allowances. 
The Co-opted Member of the Audit and Accounts Committee will receive £1,558.20 per 
annum and travel expenses. 

 
9.2 The fee shall also be paid for attendance at appropriate training events and seminars. 

Where an event is scheduled to last for more than a whole day, there shall be some 
discretion for making a higher payment than the usual rate, where this is considered 
reasonable. The Democratic Services Manager shall be authorised to exercise such 
discretion. 

 

10. Approved duties  
 

10.1 Subject to the provisions listed above, travel, subsistence and dependents’ and carers’ 
expenses incurred when undertaking duties matching the following descriptions may 
be claimed for:  

 
(a) Attendance at meetings of Full Council and any committees, working groups or 

other bodies of the Council. 
 

(b) Attendance at other meetings clearly related to their role as a councillor. 
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(c) Attendance at Council premises for the purposes of taking part in formal 
briefings, training sessions or attending pre-arranged meetings with senior 
officers to discuss the business of the Council. 

 

(d) Representing the Council at external meetings, including parish and town 
councils and those of voluntary organisations where the member is there on 
behalf of the Council. 

 

(e) Attendance at events organised by the Council and/or where invitations have 
been issued by officers or councillors (including Chair’s events and other 
corporate events). 
 

(f) Attendance at meetings/events where the member is an official Council 
representative or requested by the Leader or the relevant Policy and Service 
Committee chair. 
 

(g) In respect of dependents’ and carers’ expenses only, undertaking general 
councillor responsibilities including surgeries. 

 
10.2 Expenses incurred as a result of attendance at political group meetings or other party 

political events may not be claimed for. 
 

11. Renunciation of Allowances and Part Year Entitlements 
 

11.1 A councillor may elect to forego any part of their entitlement to an allowance under this 
scheme by providing written notice to the Monitoring Officer. 

 
11.2 If an amendment to this scheme is made which affects payment of an allowance in the 

year in which the amendment is made, then in relation to each of the periods: 
 

(a) Beginning with the year and ending with the day before that on which the first 
amendment in that year takes effect; or 
 

(b) Beginning with the day on which an amendment takes effect and ending with 
the day before that on which the next amendment takes effect, or (if none) with 
the year. 

 
the entitlement to the allowance will be to the payment of such part of the allowance as 
it has effect during the relevant period as bears to the whole the same proportion as 
the number of days in the period bears to the number of days in the year. 

 
11.3 Where the term of office of a councillor begins or ends otherwise than at the beginning 

or end of a year, the entitlement of that councillor to a basic allowance or special 
responsibility allowance shall be to the payment of such part of the basic allowance as 
bears to the whole the same proportion as the number of days during which their term 
of office subsists bears to the number of days in that year. 
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11.4 Where this scheme is amended as mentioned in 10.2 and the term of a councillor does 
not subsist throughout a period mentioned in 10.2, the entitlement of any such 
councillor to a basic allowance or special responsibility allowance shall be to the 
payment of such part of the basic allowance referable to each such period (ascertained 
in accordance with that sub-paragraph) as bears to the whole the same proportion as 
the number of days during which their term of office as a councillor subsists in that 
period bears to the number of days in that period. 

 
11.5 The Council has the power to withhold payment of all allowances if a member (or co-

opted member) ceases to be a member (or co-opted member) or ceases to be entitled 
to receive an allowance for a period. The authority may require that such part of the 
allowance as related to any such period be repaid to the authority. 

 

12. Taxation 
 
12.1 Allowances are liable for Income Tax and National Insurance contributions.  

 
12.2 Subsistence allowances for meetings or events held on the New Shire Hall site are 

classed as emoluments for Income Tax and National Insurance contributions. This 
includes either sums claimed or meals provided by the authority. Meals provided or 
claimed for meetings in locations other than New Shire Hall are not taxable. 

 
12.3 The Council will record all meals provided at New Shire Hall and will remit the tax due 

to Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs at the end of the year. Members are asked to 
note meals taken on the New Shire Hall site on their claim forms. No direct taxation will 
be charged to individual members for those meals taken at New Shire Hall. Members 
are encouraged to take advantage of the meals provided at New Shire Hall whenever 
possible. 

 
12.4 Members can claim some deductible expenses against tax for costs incurred in acting 

as a member for which no reimbursement is received from the authority: 
 

(a) Travel by car - where a member uses their own car for the performance of 
duties, but does not receive a mileage allowance, e.g. for a non-approved duty, 
the Tax Office may grant a deduction on the costs incurred based on 50% of the 
Council’s approved rate. Members would need to keep records of their mileage 
on non-approved duties in order to claim this deduction on their tax return. 

 
(b) Travel by public transport - where a member incurs additional costs for which no 

allowance can be obtained from the authority, these costs can be claimed as a 
deductible expense. 

 
(c) Where regular payments are made to an assistant to provide secretarial support 

to a member for any support services which are not provided by the authority. 
 

(d) Where money is spent on the hire of rooms for surgeries or public meetings 
providing they are not for party political purposes. 

 



 

The Constitution 
Part 6 – Members’ Allowances Scheme 

 

 
Part 6, Members’ Allowances Scheme [effective from 13 February 2024] 

6, page 7 

(e) Where additional household expenses are incurred (light, fuel etc.) relating to 
those parts of members’ homes that are used for duties as members, Her 
Majesty's Revenue and Customs will accept a standard deduction of £120 per 
year to cover these costs. 

 
12.5 Any items claimed should be itemised on the tax return - Her Majesty's Revenue and 

Customs may require evidence and details of the expenditure incurred. Refunds for 
non-claiming tax allowances can be made for up to the previous six years.  
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Management Structure 
 
 
1.1 The senior management structure of the Council comprises the following officers: 
  

• Chief Executive (statutory Head of Paid Service) 
 

• Executive Director of Finance and Resources (statutory Section 151 Officer) 
 

• Executive Director of Strategy and Partnerships 
 

• Executive Director of for Children, Education and Families (statutory Director 
of Children’s Services) 

 

• Executive Director for Adults, Health and Commissioning (statutory Director 
of Adult Social Services) 

 

• Executive Director of Place and Sustainability 
 

• Executive Director of Public Health 
 

• Service Director: Legal and Governance (statutory Monitoring Officer) 
 

• Service Director: Human Resources 
 

• Head of Communications  
 
1.2 These officers together comprise the Corporate Leadership Team (CLT) for the 

Council. In the absence of the Chief Executive, one of the executive directors will be 
designated on a rotating basis and will then exercise the functions of the Chief 
Executive. 

 
1.3 The responsibilities of the Chief Executive, the Executive Director of Finance and 

Resources (statutory Section 151 Officer), the Service Director: Legal and 
Governance (statutory Monitoring Officer), and the executive directors are 
summarised in Article 11 of the Constitution, and delegated authorities are set out in 
the Scheme of Delegation to Officers, Part 3D. 

 
2. The management structures of the Executive Director of Finance and Resources, 

the Service Director: Legal and Governance, the executive directors and directors 
are set out below, with most functions headed by a service director or assistant 
director: 

 

2.1 Executive Director of Finance and Resources 

 
(a) Statutory Section 151 Officer functions 

 
(b) Corporate Finance, including Treasury and Debt Management 
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(c) Professional Finance, including Finance Business Partnering 
 

(d) Procurement and Commercial 
 

(e) Property and Facilities Management 
 

(f) Customer and Digital Services, including Customer Services 
 

(g) Local Government Shared Services Lead Authority functions. 
 

2.2 Service Director: Legal and Governance 

 
(a) Statutory Monitoring Officer functions 

 
(b) Legal Services 

 
(c) Internal Audit and Risk Management 

 
(d) Information Governance and Data Protection 

 
(e) Democratic and Member Services 

 

2.3 Executive Director for Children, Education and Families 

 
(a) Children’s Social Care and Safeguarding (including statutory Director of 

Children’s Services) 
 

(b) Education  
 

(c) Fostering, Adoption and Kinship Services  
 

(d) Special Educational Needs and Disability Services 
 

2.4 Executive Director for Adults, Health and Commissioning 

 
(a) Adult Social Services and Safeguarding (including statutory Director of Adult 

Social Services) 
 

(b) Commissioning (Children’s and Adult Social Care and Health) 
 

(c) Learning Disability Partnership  
 

2.5 Executive Director of Place and Sustainability 
 

(a) Highways and Transport 
 

(b) Planning 
 

(c) Natural Environment, Heritage and Archives 
 

(d) Climate and Energy Services 
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(e) Digital Connectivity 

 
(f) Regulatory Services  

 

2.6 Executive Director of Strategy and Partnerships 

 
(a) Legal and Governance (including Statutory Monitoring Officer line 

management) 
 

(b) Democratic and Member Services  
 

(c) Internal Audit and Risk Management  
 

(d) Information Governance and Data Protection 
 

(e) Communities, Employment, Skills, Libraries and Community Safety 
 

(f) Human Resources and Learning and Development 
 

(g) Health and Safety 
 

(h) Emergency and Business Continuity Planning 
 

(i) Policy, Insight and Programme 
 

(j) Equality, Diversity and Inclusion  
 

2.7 Executive Director of Public Health 

 
(a) Statutory Director of Public Health  

 
(b) Public Health and population wellbeing 

 
(c) Health Improvement 

 
(d) Public health advice on health and care services 

 
(e) Health protection 

 
(f) Joint Health and Wellbeing Board support 

 
(g) Non-voting member of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Integrated 

Care System  
 
3. The Chief Executive may vary the posts designated to comprise the CLT, but the 

Staffing and Appeals Committee shall make any new permanent appointments to 
executive director roles so designated. Assistant director, service director and head 
of service level positions will be appointed by the Chief Executive or executive 
directors, in accordance with the provisions of the Council’s Officer Employment 
Procedure Rules. 
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