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Purpose

The purpose of this report is to present the Overview and Scrutiny Committee with the
draft Annual Report and Statement of Assurance 2023/24 for approval.

Recommendation

The Committee is asked to review and approve the draft Annual Report and Statement of
Assurance 2023/24, attached at Appendix 1, subject to the additions highlighted in
Paragraph 4 below.

Risk Assessment

Political — the Fire and Rescue National Framework requires fire authorities to provide
annual assurance on financial, governance and operational matters and show how they
have had due regard to the expectations set out in their Community Risk Management
Plan (CRMP) and the requirements included in said framework. To evidence this
assurance, the Authority must publish an annual statement of assurance.

Background

As stated above, the purpose of the publication of an Annual Report and Statement of
Assurance is to meet the requirements of the Fire and Rescue National Framework and
to ensure the Service continues to provide information on its activities to the communities
it serves and key stakeholders.

Appendix 1 is the draft text version of the report for 2023/24. This version will be
published on the Service’s website, subject to Authority approval, as it meets the
requirements under The Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No. 2)
Accessibility Regulations 2018. A designed, accessible PDF version, containing photos
and infographics, will also be published on the website in the coming weeks once this has
been completed.

The report reflects performance against the last year of the Service’s 2020/24 integrated
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risk management plan. As this is now a web document and not printed, the content has
been slimmed down this year as some of the sections that didn’t change year on year,
such as a summary of the county, have now been made web pages and are linked in the
document. An additional section on sustainability has been included this year.

4.4  Some of the audit information in Section 9 (from Page 34) will be updated once we have
received the outcome statement from the recent audit.

4.5 In addition to being published on our website, the documents and some of the content will

be promoted via our social media channels. The document is no longer printed however
if individuals request a hard copy this will be colour printed internally and sent to them.
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