
Health Scrutiny meeting March 2026 

Topics for consideration 
 

Topics have been ranked using the criteria agreed previously by the Adults and Health Committee, but it is for the Health Scrutiny 

Committee to collectively decide on its work programme. Topics proposed since the 2025 elections are shown first (Items 1 to 7).  

1st 
• Dental provision in Cambridgeshire – scheduled for December 2025 

  
2nd  

• Annual Health Checks for People with Learning Disabilities – scheduled for October 2025 
• The NHS 10 Year Plan in Cambridgeshire – scheduled for October 2025 
• NHS Reform/ Reconfiguration of Integrated Care Boards – scheduled for December 2025 
• Drug supplies via pharmacies 

 
3rd  

• Leadership at Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust (CPFT) – possible site visit first?  

• East of England Ambulance Trust (EEAST) 

• Tackling missed appointments 

• Children’s Mental Health Provision 

• Annual health checks for children in care  
 

 

 Topic  
 

Suggested by Score* 
 

Rank 1-5 

 Topics proposed since the 2025 local government elections 
 

   

1.  NHS Reform/ Reconfiguration of Integrated Care Boards 
 

Cllr Nethsingha  6 = 2 

2. Annual Health Checks for People with Learning Disabilities  
 

Scheduled previously for 
scrutiny in March 2025 

6 = 2 

3. Dental Provision in Cambridgeshire Scheduled previously for 
scrutiny in March 2025 

7 1 



 Topic  
 

Suggested by Score* 
 

Rank 1-5 

4. Leadership at Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation 
Trust (CPFT)  

Care Quality Commission 
report July 2025 

5 =3 

5. East of England Ambulance Trust (EEAST) Cllr Bradnam 5 = 3 

6. Drug supplies via pharmacies  Cllr Horgan  6 =2 

7. Missed opportunities relating to paediatric orthopaedic surgery cases at 
Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust  

Healthwatch/  
Executive Director Adults, 
Health and 
Commissioning  

TBC 
October 

2025  

 

 Topics proposed before the 2025 local government elections  
 

   

8. Tackling missed appointments NWAFT Liaison Group  5 = 3 

9. Use of Digital Technology by NHS Health Care Providers CCS Liaison Group 4 = 4 

10. The Role of Pharmacies Cllr Dr Nawaz & 
Healthwatch  
 

3 = 5 

11. Women’s Health Hubs A&H Committee 4 = 4 

12. Children’s Mental Health Provision  Cllrs Goodliffe & Hoy  5 = 3 

13. End of Life Care  Cllr Horgan and former 
Cllrs Slatter and Costello   

4 = 4 

14. North and South Integrated Care Partnership  Cllr Howitt  and former 
Cllr van de Ven  

4 = 4 

15. NHS Preventive Healthcare  Former Cllr van de Ven 4 = 4 

16. Annual Health Checks for Children in Care  A&H Spokes 5 =3  

17. Health Services for Children in Care and Children with SEND Former Cllr Thompson 4 = 4 

18. The NHS 10 Year Plan in Cambridgeshire  Cllrs Howitt and former 
Cllr S van de Ven  

6 =2 

19. NHS Outpatient Services  Healthwatch 3 = 5 

20. Ophthalmology Services  Healthwatch  3 = 5 

21. NHS 111 Service Healthwatch  4 =4  

 

*The score is calculated using the criteria agreed by the Committee at its meeting on 10th October 2024.  Item 13 Health Scrutiny Work 

Programme Appendix 2 refers.   

https://www.cqc.org.uk/provider/RT1
https://www.cqc.org.uk/provider/RT1
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/CCC_live/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=nYSgoJZOHjlC5bKT0JmhdvhwUQDiJi2Umgb1suAdvZs9uV7iilpCMA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/CCC_live/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=nYSgoJZOHjlC5bKT0JmhdvhwUQDiJi2Umgb1suAdvZs9uV7iilpCMA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d


1. NHS Reform/ Reconfiguration of Integrated Care Boards  
 

Proposed by:  Cllr Nethsingha 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

Y 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  N 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  Y 

 Score 6 

 

Considerations: 

1. NHS reforms and the reconfigurations of integrated care boards (ICB) are being driven at pace by Government. Councillors will 

want to scrutinise and seek to influence how these changes are implemented locally to ensure the best outcomes for local 

residents.  

 

2. The clustering and reconfiguration of ICBs is already underway so early initial scrutiny is recommended.  

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


2. Annual Health Checks for People with Learning Disabilities  
 

Proposed by: Scheduled previously for scrutiny at the Adults and Health Committee meeting in March 2025. Deferred at the request 

of the Integrated Care Board due to the relevant staff being unable to attend.  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1. Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2. An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3. The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4. The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage 
and/ or councillors’ casework. 

Y 

5. A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6. A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use 
of available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7. There will be a measurable outcome.  N 

8. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely 

support that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  Y 

 Score 6 

 

Considerations: 

1.  Support for scrutinising this topic was expressed by several members from different political parties at Council in July. 

 

2. A report was submitted by Speak Out Cambridgeshire setting out the lived experience annual health checks by people with learning 

difficulties living in Cambridgeshire. It is important that this is discussed in a public meeting.  

 

3. NHS East of England's Annual Assessment of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough ICB performance 2024/25 includes ‘expand delivery 

of annual health checks for people with learning disabilities’ as one of the areas identified for development and improvement.  
 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://www.cpics.org.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n6262&ver=12584


3. Dental Provision in Cambridgeshire  
 

Proposed by: Scheduled previously for scrutiny at the Adults and Health Committee meeting in March 2025. Deferred at the request 

of the Integrated Care Board pending the release of new data in June 2026.  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1. Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2. An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3. The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4. The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage 
and/ or councillors’ casework. 

Y 

5. A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. Y 

6. A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use 
of available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7. There will be a measurable outcome.  N 

8. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely 

support that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  Y 

 Score 7 

 

Considerations: 

1.  Dental provision in Cambridgeshire was scrutinised previously by the Adults and Health Committee in March 2024. Further scrutiny 

was planned by that committee. 
 

2. Access to dental care remains an area of acute concern both locally and nationally.  

 

  

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/2080/Committee/64/Default.aspx


4. Leadership at Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust (CPFT) 
 

Proposed by: A Care Quality Commission (CQC) report in July 2025 downgraded the Trust’s rating for the well-led domain from 

Good to Requires Improvement following inspection in February 2025.  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1. Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2. An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. Y 

3. The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

N 

4. The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage 
and/ or councillors’ casework. 

Y 

5. A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6. A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use 
of available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7. There will be a measurable outcome.  N 

8. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. N 

9. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely 

support that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  Y 

 Score 5 

 

Considerations: 

1.  Steve Grange was appointed as the new chief executive at CPFT on 1 October 2024.  

 

2. During a scrutiny session on CPFT mental health services in January 2025 the chief executive extended the offer of a post-scrutiny 

site visit by committee representatives. This could be used as an initial follow-up to the CQC report and to inform the committee’s 

decision on what additional follow-up might be required.  

 

 

https://www.cqc.org.uk/provider/RT1
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/2296/Committee/64/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx


5. East of England Ambulance Trust (EEAST)  
 

Proposed by:  Cllr Bradnam  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1. Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people  

2. An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision.  

3. The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

 

4. The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

 

5. A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction.  

6. A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

 

7. There will be a measurable outcome.   

8. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced.  

9. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

 

10 The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.   

 Score  

 

Considerations: 

1. The NHS England league tables published in September 2025 ranked the East of England Ambulance Trust 10th out of 10 

ambulance trusts in England.  

 

 

  

  

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/nhs-oversight-framework-nhs-trust-performance-league-tables-process-and-results/


6. Drug supplies via Pharmacies 
 

Proposed by:  Cllr Horgan 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1. Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2. An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3. The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4. The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

Y 

5. A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6. A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7. There will be a measurable outcome.  Y 

8. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. N 

9. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely 

support that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  Y 

 Score 6 

 

Considerations: 

1. Cllr Horgan reported cases he is aware of locally where the supply of ADHD medication is often disrupted.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


7.  Missed opportunities relating to paediatric orthopaedic surgery cases at Cambridge University 

Hospitals (CUH) NHS Foundation Trust  
  

Proposed by:  Healthwatch Cambridgeshire and Patrick Warren-Higgs, Executive Director for Adults, Health and Commissioning  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1. Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people  

2. An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision.  

3. The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

 

4. The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage 
and/ or councillors’ casework. 

 

5. A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction.  

6. A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the 
use of available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

 

7. There will be a measurable outcome.   

8. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced.  

9. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely 

support that is most suited to their needs.  

 

10. The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.   

 Score TBC 

 

Considerations: 

1. An external clinical review and an independent investigation is taking place into the practice of Ms Kuldeep Stohr, a trauma and 

orthopaedic consultant at CUH specialising in treating children, between 2015 - 2025. An update on external clinical review and 

independent investigation was published by the Trust in July 2025 with an expected completion date of October 2025 

 

2. The committee may wish to ask CUH to provide a copy of the external report and any action plan/s arising from it to decide if 

scrutiny would add further value.  

 

3. Paediatric orthopaedic provision ranked joint 7th in the topics raised with Healthwatch by local residents (1.7% of contacts)   

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://www.cuh.nhs.uk/updates-on-external-reviews-into-orthopaedic-surgeon/update-on-external-clinical-review-and-independent-investigation-july-2025/
https://www.cuh.nhs.uk/updates-on-external-reviews-into-orthopaedic-surgeon/update-on-external-clinical-review-and-independent-investigation-july-2025/


8. Tackling Missed Appointments  
 

Proposed by:  North West Anglia NHS Foundation Trust (NWAFT) Liaison Group, during its review of the 2023/24 Quality Account 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

11.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

12.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

13.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

14.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

15.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

16.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

17.  There will be a measurable outcome.  Y 

18.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

19.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

20.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 5 

 

Considerations: 

1. Scrutiny would give the opportunity for learning and sharing best practice across multiple Trusts and NHS service providers.  

   

2. Work required to identify both the financial and opportunity costs of missed appointments. 

 

3. Could make a positive difference for service users and NHS providers. 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


9. Use of Digital Technology by NHS Health Care Providers  
 

Proposed by:  Cambridgeshire Community Services NHS Trust (CCS) Liaison Group  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 4 

 

Considerations: 

1. Scrutiny would give the opportunity for learning and sharing best practice across multiple Trusts and NHS service providers.  

 

2. The Integrated Care Board (ICB) conducted a survey to understand better what works well and what could be done better to 

support local people by providing greater digital or online access to healthcare information, options and services. The outcome of 

this and the ICB’s response could help inform the focus of scrutiny.  

 

3. Could include follow-up scrutiny of the Shared Care Record programme (scrutinised previously on 29.06.23: Item 17 refers.  

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://www.cpics.org.uk/digital-survey
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/2077/Committee/64/Default.aspx


10. The Role of Pharmacies   
 

Proposed by:  Cllr Dr Nawaz (scrutiny pre-meet 26.09.24) and Healthwatch Cambridgeshire and Peterborough  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. TBC 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 3 

 

Considerations: 

1. Ranked 5th in the topics raised with Healthwatch by local residents (2.2% of contacts)  

 

2. Need to be mindful of the role of the Health and Wellbeing Board in approving the local Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


11. Women’s Health Hubs  
 

Proposed by:  A&H Committee 10.10.24 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 4 

 

Considerations: 

1. The Adults and Health Committee identified the delivery of women’s health hubs as an area of concern during its scrutiny of 

maternity services at Cambridge University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust on 10th October 2024. The following recommendation 

was made to the Integrated Care Board (ICB): 

 

‘The Committee recommends that the issue of women’s health hubs is re-visited locally in terms of providing an equitable 

approach to the treatment of women’s and men’s health.’ 

 

2. Response from John O’Brien, Chair of the ICB, 19th November 2024:   

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


‘Thank you for reporting the Committee’s recommendation that the issue of women’s health hubs be re-visited locally.  

 

I am pleased to confirm that the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough ICB has recently approved funding for the establishment 

of women’s health hubs as per the Government’s guidelines for implementation. 

 

I can confirm that this funding is being distributed to both the North and South Place Partnerships to deliver hyper-local 

initiatives that proactively identify and support women to achieve better health outcomes. The funding is being directed into 

areas of higher deprivation and into initiatives that support women belonging to inclusion health groups. It also aligns with 

the ICB’s commitment to tackle healthcare inequalities. 

 

Many of the pathways are not limited to a single condition and will involve wider healthcare interventions to provide access 

closer to home and improved patient experiences.  

 

The ICB is committed to ensuring that it meets the requirements of having at least one ‘hub’ operational by 31 December 

2024, although it must be noted that women’s health hubs are understood as a model of care working across a population 

footprint and are not necessarily a single physical space. The initiatives and pathways being implemented will be evaluated 

to support future investment choices.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



12. Children’s Mental Health Provision 
 

Proposed by:  Cllr B Goodliffe, former Chair, Children and Young People (CYP) Committee. Proposal endorsed by Cllr S Hoy, former 

Conservative Group Spokes, CYP Committee  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  Y 

 Score 5 

 

Considerations: 

1. Some aspects of this topic may be covered during the scrutiny of Access to Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation 

Trust (CPFT) Mental Health services on 23rd January 2025.  

 

2. Cllr Goodliffe proposes scrutinising the status of child and adolescent mental health services and the outcomes for young people, 

including: 

 

• examining if there were improving outcomes for those children and young people using services, and how these outcomes 
are monitored 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


• examining this through robust and meaningful performance data and their processes 

• examining the difficulties raised by frontline staff in relation to advice, consultation and treatment 

• examining how gaps identified in the Mental Health Needs Assessment are being filled 

• waiting list numbers, numbers not admitted to waiting list, time from first contact to appointment, numbers of children re-
referred and outcomes for these 

• looking at the numbers of admissions for inpatient mental health support and where these young people are sent and 
support for families when this is out of county 
 

3. Cllr Hoy proposes that scrutiny should also include the difference in level of provision in different districts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. End of Life Care  
 

Proposed by: Former Cllr P Slatter. Endorsed by former Cllr A Costello and Cllr K Horgan  

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

Y 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  Y 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. N 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

N 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 4 

 

Considerations: 

1. Former Cllr Slatter proposes that this should look at end of life care both in terms of:  

2. There has been an increased focus nationally on palliative care following the passing of The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 

2024-25 in November 2024.  

3. Hospice UK responds to the assisted dying vote | Hospice UK 
 

  

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10123/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10123/
https://www.hospiceuk.org/latest-from-hospice-uk/hospice-uk-responds-assisted-dying-vote


14. North and South Integrated Care Partnerships  
 

Proposed by:  Cllr R Howitt and former Cllr S van de Ven 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 4 

 

Considerations: 

1. None stated 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


15. NHS Preventive Healthcare  
 

Proposed by:  Former Cllr S van de Ven 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  Y 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. N 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 4 

 

Considerations: 

1. Preventive healthcare can improve individual and population health and reduce demand for treatment and acre services, supporting 

the best use of the resources available.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


16. Annual Health Checks for Children in Care 
 

Proposed by:  A&H Spokes (21.10.24) 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  Y 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

N 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  Y 

 Score 5 

 

Considerations: 

1. A&H Spokes suggested that annual health checks for children in care might be scrutinised alongside the planned scrutiny of annual 

health checks for people with learning disabilities in January 2025. The Executive Director for Children, Education and Families 

advised that this this information is captured in the CYP Committee and Corporate Parenting Sub-Committee dataset and 

suggested reviewing the position at the end of the current reporting year.  

 

2. Update – September 2025: The Children and Young People Committee may be receiving a future report on this.  

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


 

17. Health Services for Children in Care and Children with Special Educational Needs and   

Disabilities  

 

Proposed by:  Former Cllr F Thompson, previous Vice Chair, Children and Young People Committee 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

N 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  Y 

 Score 4 

 

Considerations: 

1. Former Cllr Thompson suggested the following as potential areas for scrutiny in relation to children in care and/ or children with 

special educational needs and disabilities: 

 

- waiting times for assessments and treatments 

- the availability of crisis support 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


- effectiveness of preventative mental health programmes in schools/ colleges 

- access to therapies – speech and language therapy, occupational therapy and physiotherapy 

- transition from paediatric to adult health care services 

- a possible area is the role of hospices and their impact on NHS provision and vice versa (NB: The committee’s health 

scrutiny function relates to NHS services only)  

- would be also interested to know if we have any feedback from young people and families about their experiences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

18. The NHS 10 Year Plan in Cambridgeshire  
 

Proposed by:  Cllrs R Howitt and former Cllr S van de Ven (Spokes 02.12.24) 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

Y 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  Y 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. Y 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 6 

 

Considerations: 

1. Advice requested from the Executive Director of Adults, Health and Commissioning by Spokes on how scrutiny of this topic could 

be framed.  

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


 

19. NHS Outpatient Services  
 

Proposed by:  Healthwatch Cambridgeshire  

 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. N 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 3 

 

Considerations: 

 

1. Ranked 4th in the topics raised with Healthwatch by local residents (topics ranked 1st to 3rd have all been scrutinised by A&H during 

the past 12 months or are already scheduled for scrutiny: GP practices, dentistry and urgent and emergency care). 

 

2. Further information would be needed about the nature of the public feedback received in order to shape a scrutiny session.  

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


 

 

20. Ophthalmology Services 
 

Proposed by:  Healthwatch Cambridgeshire  

 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

N 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. TBC 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 3 

 

Considerations: 

1. Ranked 6th in the topics raised with Healthwatch by local residents (1.7% of contacts)   

 

2. Further information would be needed about the nature of the public feedback received in order to shape a scrutiny session.  

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny


21. NHS 111 Service 
 

Proposed by:  Healthwatch Cambridgeshire  

 

 Alignment with agreed criteria for prioritising health scrutiny topics  
 

Y/N 

1.  Scrutiny is likely to result in improvements in health provision for local people Y 

2.  An issue has been identified by the Care Quality Commission in relation to local healthcare provision. N 

3.  The topic has been identified as an area of concern or one where scrutiny could add value by councillors, local 
partners or stakeholders. 

Y 

4.  The topic is of concern to local people, evidenced through feedback received via the Health Scrutiny webpage and/ or 
councillors’ casework. 

Y 

5.  A service is performing poorly or is attracting high levels of public dissatisfaction. N 

6.  A service is performing above expectations, attracting high levels of public satisfaction and/ or maximising the use of 
available resources in innovative and potentially transferable ways. 

N 

7.  There will be a measurable outcome.  TBC 

8.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced. N 

9.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 4: People enjoy healthy, safe and independent lives through timely support 

that is most suited to their needs.  

Y 

10.  The topic aligns with the Council’s Ambition 7: Children and young people have opportunities to thrive.  N 

 Score 4 

 

Considerations: 

1. Ranked joint 7th in the topics raised with Healthwatch by local residents (1.6% of contacts)   

 

2. Further information would be needed about the nature of the public feedback received in order to shape a scrutiny session.  

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/meetings-and-decisions/health-scrutiny

