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Evidence received from:

i. Louis Kamfer, Executive Director for Planning Strategy and Evaluation,
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Integrated Care Board

14.10.25 NHS Planning Framework 2026-2031 (report)
14.10.25 Oral evidence to the Health Scrutiny Committee

i. Jess Slater, Chief Executive, Healthwatch Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

14.10.25 Oral evidence to the Health Scrutiny Committee

The Committee was pleased to welcome representatives of the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Integrated Care Board (ICB) and Healthwatch Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough to its public health scrutiny session on 14 October 2025.

Questioning focused on:

o the shift from hospital to community-based care
e health equity and inclusion

o NHS workforce and infrastructure

e governance and mitigating risk

o funding, sustainability and future-proofing
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https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/CCC_live/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=uHzA94%2bCGz4igzrp1tCgFuT2RpsozzR7CmKqJNrn%2bgdu00JOKQDznQ%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMxav1YhroA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMxav1YhroA

Feedback

1. The Health Scrutiny Committee was reassured by the evidence given on the
following points. The committee:

a) welcomes and supports the Integrated Care Board'’s (ICB) recognition of
the need to continue to make progress on integrated neighbourhoods
and to avoid changes to NHS structures and organisations adversely
affecting this work. The committee believes that it is important that this
continues to be approached in a system-wide way.

b) welcomes the ICB’s recognition of the value of the patient engagement
that Healthwatch provides.

c) endorses the population health management approach taken by both the
ICB and the County Council which aims to use resources where they will
have greatest impact.

d) endorses the aspiration that patients should know where they are on
waiting lists.

e) acknowledges the ICB’s belief that fundamental shifts in the way people
access healthcare need to be achieved within three to five years to
mitigate the pressures on the NHS, and that standing still is not an
option.

In addition, the committee underlines the importance of shifting to a prevention
agenda and supports and encourages the work being done with high density
users by the County and Council and by Public Health.

2.  The Health Scrutiny Committee would like to refer back the following issues
raised during the meeting. The committee:

a) notes the concern about electronic patient records at the North West Anglia
NHS Foundation Trust (NWAFT) and the need to bring those up to speed.
An update is requested from NWAFT on how that is being achieved.

b) accepts the offer of a briefing note from the Integrated Care Board on the
lack of in-patient female only mental health beds in Cambridgeshire.
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c) requests a note from the Integrated Care Board on anticipated quick wins
and the expected big wins in relation to population health and prevention

3. The Health Scrutiny Committee makes the following recommendations in the
context of its statutory health scrutiny function. A written response is requested
from the Integrated Care Board by the end of January 2026. The committee:

a) acknowledges that it was not scrutinising the decision by Cambridge
University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust to withdraw future funding to the
Arthur Rank Hospice, but did feel that lessons could be learned from this.
The committee recommends that there should be an accountability
mechanism if a provider or trust takes a decision which is contrary to the
aims of the NHS 10 Year Plan, and that the Integrated Care Board should
be a part of that accountability mechanism.

b) highlights the need for the Integrated Care Board to address with some
urgency how the patient voice will be captured and championed in future
given the timescales around the abolition of Healthwatch. The committee
recognises that the County Council also has a role to play in this

c) urges the Integrated Care Board to look at short-term actions that might
make use of the availability of GPs within the wider system to improve GP
availability in the local area.

d) expresses concern about the potential for digital exclusion and calls on the
Integrated Care Board to maintain its efforts to ensure that this does not
happen.
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