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Evidence received from:

Kate Vaughton, Executive Director for Neighbourhood Health, Place and
Partnership, Central East Integrated Care Board

03.12.25: Report on the Provision of NHS Dental Services in
Cambridgeshire
03.12.25: Oral evidence to the Health Scrutiny Committee

i. Jess Bendon, Primary Care Contracts Business Partner Dental, Integrated
Care Board

03.12.25: Oral evidence to the Health Scrutiny Committee

iii. Jess Slater, Chief Executive, Healthwatch Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

03.12.25: Oral evidence to the Health Scrutiny Committee

iv.  Simon Brignell, Toothless in Huntingdon

03.12.25 Evidence submission on NHS Dentistry from Toothless in
Huntingdon (redacted)

03.12.25: Evidence submission on NHS Dentistry from Toothless in
Huntingdon (Executive Summary)

v. Local dentist and dental practice owner

21.11.25 Evidence gathering session with Councillors S Caine, C Garvie
and K Horgan

The committee was pleased to welcome representatives of the Central East
Integrated Care Board and Healthwatch Cambridgeshire and Peterborough to its
public scrutiny session on the provision of NHS dental services in Cambridgeshire on
3" December 2025.

Questioning focused on:

e accountability

e prevention

e national policy

¢ budget management

e training

e Councillor Bulat's motion to Council on local dental provision on 23.12.23
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https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/CCC_live/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=%2barFH2pSd7UratXQ5D%2fCRtuI4FrrCEd%2b%2bDRy%2fA5%2frDjVhXo6WC389w%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
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Findings:

The Health Scrutiny Committee thanks the Executive Director for
Neighbourhood Health, Place and Partnership and the Primary Care Contracts
Business Partner Dental at the Integrated Care Board for the candour of their
responses during the public scrutiny session, which councillors found very
constructive.

1. The Health Scrutiny Committee was reassured by the evidence given on the
following points:

a) the Integrated Care Board’s (ICB) decision to maintain its dental
leadership team and retain place-based teams to protect capacity at local
level as part of the transition to the new Central East ICB.

b) the pilot project being run by the ICB which is focused on raising the
reimbursement of dentists providing NHS care, workforce distribution,
increasing the number of units of dental activity (UDAs) commissioned
and incentivising prevention and stabilisation treatments which it is
hoped will inform national policy and potential changes to the national
dental contract.

c) the ICB’s expressed commitment to continuing to work collaboratively
with the Council’s Public Health team in promoting good oral health and
preventive dental care, especially among children and young people.

d) confirmation that the Integrated Care Board has protected capacity in
relation to the provision of dental services.

2. The Health Scrutiny Committee would like to refer back the following issues
raised during the meeting and requests written updates by 27 February 2026.
The committee accepts the offer of:

a) a briefing note on the oral health promotion work being delivered in local
care homes.

b) a briefing note on the current position in relation to the establishment of an
undergraduate dental training school in the East of England. This can be
combined with a response to recommendation (d) below.

c) a briefing note on whether access to dental services in Cambridgeshire is
more or less unequal than it was 18 months ago when Councillor Bulat took
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a motion to Council (pages 6-7) on NHS dental provision in Cambridgeshire.
This should include work being done by the ICB to target additional provision
and appointments to areas of the county where the data has identified
greater need.

Recommendations

3. The Health Scrutiny Committee makes the following recommendations in the
context of its statutory health scrutiny function. A written response is requested
by 27 February 2026:

a) The committee acknowledges the challenges which face the Integrated Care
Board (ICB) in relation to NHS dental provision, but urges the ICB to be
more ambitious in relation to the provision of NHS dental services in
Cambridgeshire.

b) The committee highlights a lack of transparency locally around the
allocation and delivery of extra capacity for urgent dental appointments
funded by Government. Whilst recognising the challenges that the
Integrated Care Board is facing the committee urges more transparency
around this to build public confidence and trust.

c) The committee expresses serious concerns about the distance that some
Cambridgeshire residents have to travel to access NHS dental services and
welcomes the commitments given around collecting more data on this.

d) The committee encourages and supports the pilot projects exploring a hub
approach to primary care provision through the co-location of dental services
with GP practices to provide wraparound care to the community and offer
some savings from shared overhead costs. The committee requests a
briefing note on the outcome of these pilot projects and, if they prove
successful, where and when they will be introduced in Cambridgeshire.

e) The committee expresses disappointment at the failure to take concrete
steps towards establishing an undergraduate dental training school in the
East of England following the undertakings given at the previous scrutiny of
dental provision in March 2024. The committee urges the new Central East
Integrated Care Board to champion this endeavour which could offer
considerable benefits across its geography, and offers the good offices of
Cambridgeshire County Council in support of this.
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f) The committee expresses some concern about the level of underspend on
dental provision in Cambridgeshire and whether the money being clawed
back is being used as efficiently and productively as possible.
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