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Item 3: Petitions and Public Questions   
 

 Question from: Question/ comment: 
 

1. Ms Liz Day Agenda Item 4 relates to the Dedicated Schools Grant and High Needs funding.  
 
Cambridgeshire currently faces a £98 million SEND deficit. Complaints to the Council and the Local 
Government and Social Care Ombudsman have increased by around 500%, and SEND tribunals are 
overwhelmingly upheld in favour of parents. Transfers from the Dedicated Schools Grant to the High Needs 
Block have taken place for many years, yet there is little published evidence showing whether this spending 
is improving outcomes for children and young people or their lived experience in education. 
 
Question: 
In the context of Agenda Item 4, can the Committee commit to publishing clear, measurable outcomes linked 
to High Needs spending so that schools, parents, and community partners can see whether public funds are 
producing meaningful improvements in children’s education and lived experience? 

 


