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Proposal details

What is the name and description of the policy being assessed?

Mill Lane in Little Paxton forms an important link between St Neots, Little Paxton and the Al trunk
road in Huntingdonshire. Mill Lane has two bridges over the River Great Ouse main watercourse
channels and crosses a low-level river flood plain. A separate pedestrian footbridge, Samuel Jones
Catwalk, was constructed to enable pedestrian access during times of highwater levels flooding over
Mill Lane.

Due to the high levels of rainfall during 2024, flood water and associated repair work led to the
closure of Mill Lane on 4 occasions for a total of 23 days. When this area is closed it leads to
extended journey times via the A1/B645 Crosshall interchange route, resulting in an average



additional travel time of around 20 minutes, or 7.2 miles per return journey. In October 2024, work
was undertaken to repair 200m2 of damaged road, which had washed away in a previous flood
event at a cost of approximately £15,000.

A motion was agreed at Full Council on 16 July 2024 and Council resolved:

e Approval of a virement of £250,000 from the £1.5m that remains unallocated over the next five
years in the Medium Term Financial Strategy from the Digital and Change Reserve to the Bridge
Maintenance Fund.

e That Highways and Transport Committee be asked to assess whether an options appraisal for Mill
Lane is good value for money, and whether there are other capital projects which could benefit from
similar work to ensure that Mill Lane and other areas remain passable during flooding.

A paper is being presented to the Highways and Transport Committee to assess whether an options
appraisal for Mill Lane is good value for money, and considers alternative options available to the
County Council.

The report sets out three main options for the Committee to consider, outlined below:

1. Undertake an initial assessment with the Flood Team for short to medium term interventions to
reduce the impact of flooding events at Little Paxton.

2. Development of an options appraisal and outline business case for a new bridge or equivalent
engineering solution at Mill Lane, Little Paxton.

3. Development of a high-level study to review flooding and an options appraisal across three key
highway routes prone to flooding.

What type of policy is this?

Minor change

Is this EqlA supporting a committee paper/business case?
Yes

Identifying impact on affected groups

Is it foreseeable that people from any protected characteristic group(s) or
people experiencing socio-economic inequalities will be impacted by the
implementation of this proposal (including during the change management

process)?
Yes

If no, provide an explanation as to why this proposal will not have an impact
on each of the following characteristic/group of people

Affected groups and impact




Age

Neutral impact
Disability
Neutral impact

Gender reassignment
Neutral impact

Marriage/Civil Partnership

Neutral impact

Pregnancy and maternity
Neutral impact

Race
Neutral impact

Religion/Belief

Neutral impact

Sex
Neutral impact

Sexual orientation
Neutral impact

Care experience
Neutral impact

Other identified groups

Neutral impact

You identified positive/negative impacts — please explain each one and

supporting evidence

Evidence and analysis

State if any mitigating actions are required to alleviate negative impacts. If
positive equality impacts have been identified, consider what actions you can
take to enhance them. If you have decided to justify and continue with the
policy despite negative equality impacts, provide your justification. If you are
to stop the policy, explain why. Briefly describe the actions then please insert
actions to be taken on to the given action plan

Action plan




Identified Impact Protected Characteristic or non-legislative factor

The paper considers the value for money of undertaking an options appraisal for Mill Lane Little
Paxton alongside outlining two other proposed workstreams including undertaking an initial
assessment for short to medium term interventions and developing a high level study to review
flooding and options at three key highway routes prone to flooding.

Furthering our understanding of the impact of climate change and flooding on the road network
across Cambridgeshire will ensure that we are able to develop and implement appropriate
mitigation measures to support our communities, including groups with protected characteristics,
and ensure they can continue to thrive as climate changes.

The current closures caused as a result of flooding on the highway can lead to a lengthy diversion
route and disruption for the local community. Further developing plans to ensure resilience of our
road network as the climate changes is important in support safe and sustainable travel.

At this stage of the scheme development, the project is not anticipated to have either negative or
positive impacts on groups with protected characteristics. Should committee support the
development of further assessment to address flooding, this will need to consider in detail potential
impacts on these groups and is expected to lead to positive impacts through reduced disruption and
better access to services. Development of the studies into flood affected roads will provide an
opportunity to reflect on additional needs of vulnerable users including support networks such as
home carers, healthcare support and maintaining transport links to key services.

Action

Development of any of the study options proposed within the Highways and Transport Committee
Report (short-medium term interventions, high level study across three highways or options
appraisal for Mill Lane Little Paxton) must consider further detail on the Equality Impact Assessment
for groups with protected characteristics, including:

Assessing key routes and their importance, and alternative diversion routes, for access to key
services including education, health and social care.

Identify and liaise with key stakeholders to understand the impact of proposed options on local
communities, including key groups.

Assess proposals against the Council's priorities and policy.

Review data available through Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Insight to understand demography
of areas being considered and any potential impacts.

Expected outcomes
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