Agenda ltem No: 6

The Council's Strengthened ‘Biodiversity Duty’

To: Environment and Green Investment Committee
Meeting Date: 21 January 2026
From: Deputy Chief Executive and Executive Director of Place and

Sustainability

Electoral division(s): All

Key decision: No

Forward Plan ref: Not Applicable

Executive Summary: Section 40 of Environment Act 2021 introduced a stronger statutory

biodiversity duty on all local authorities. This requires the Council to
consider how to strengthen and enhance biodiversity. This includes a
regular reporting cycle, the first of which is to the end of 2025. From
then, reporting is required every five years. The report should include
all actions taken and planned for biodiversity.

Recommendation: The Environment and Green Investment Committee is asked to:

a) Approve the scope and content of the statutory biodiversity
report, set out in Appendix 1, in line with national requirements
and guidance.

b) Delegate authority to the Executive Director of Place and
Sustainability, in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of
Environment and Green Investment Committee to authorise
any minor changes to the biodiversity report before publication.

Officer contact:

Name: Quinton Carroll / Philip Clark

Post: Head of Natural & Historic Environment / Biodiversity Manager

Email: quinton.carrolli@cambridgeshire.gov.uk / philip.clark@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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Creating a greener, fairer and more caring Cambridgeshire

Ambition 1 - Net zero carbon emissions for Cambridgeshire by 2045, and our communities
and natural environment are supported to adapt and thrive as the climate changes - The
Biodiversity Strategy outlines actions that will help with both carbon sequestration and
biodiversity gains, both of which are key impacts of climate change. The Council’s
biodiversity report will demonstrate how progress is being made in line with the Biodiversity
Strategy.

Ambition 3: Health inequalities are reduced — Improving the natural environment is a key
wider determinant of health, supporting better health outcomes and reducing inequalities
across the County. The Council’s biodiversity report will demonstrate how progress is being
made to improve the natural environment, which will assist with reducing health inequalities.

Background

The County Council has had a statutory Biodiversity Duty since the Natural Environment
and Rural Communities Act 2006. This was only to ‘have regard to’ biodiversity in carrying
out its functions and did not require regular reporting. The Environment Act 2021 (section
40) has strengthened that duty to a consideration of what the council can do to ‘conserve
and enhance’ biodiversity along with regular reporting. This means that, as a public
authority, the council must:

e Consider what the council can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity.
e Agree policies and specific objectives based on this consideration.
e Act to deliver our policies and achieve our objectives.

The previous Government published guidance for local authorities on what is required to
meet the statutory Biodiversity Duty on 17 May 2023 which included some requirements
and other recommendations for the report content. The report must cover a five-year period
ending before 1 January 2026 and must be published within 12 weeks of the end of that
reporting period. Further reports are required within five years of the initial submission.

The action local authorities take for biodiversity will contribute to the achievement of
national goals and targets on biodiversity. The Environmental Improvement Plan (EIP23),
published in January 2023, sets out government plans for significantly improving the natural
environment. This includes the 30 by 30’ target to protect 30% of UK landmass by 2030
and targets for species abundance, water and wetland restoration and other wildlife rich
habitats by 2042.

The Cambridgeshire County Council Climate Change and Biodiversity Emergency
Declaration adopted in May 2019 states that biodiversity is declining at an unprecedented
rate, and the pressures driving this decline are intensifying. It recognises that the impacts of
the continued decline in biodiversity were so severe that Governments at all levels must
work together and make this a top priority.

Main Issues

As stated above, the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) has


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-improvement-plan
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supplied a template for the layout of the compliance report that has been used to inform the
statutory biodiversity report in Appendix 1. Sections 1-3 are a statutory requirement and
cover:

e Policies, Objectives and Actions (section 1)

e Consideration of other strategies such as the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (Section
2)

e Our future actions (Section 3)

Local Planning Authorities, which includes Cambridgeshire County Council, are required to
submit details of their Biodiversity Net Gain information and achievements.

Further sections are optional but include details about the authority, our assets and
governance, environmental awareness, achievements for nature and environment.
Information can be supplied on how the council thinks it has made a difference, raised
community awareness on nature matters and assessed our outcomes/impacts. Finally, the
council is invited to set out what it sees as its biodiversity highlights and challenges.

A period that ended 30 October 2025 has been selected, so publication is required by 22
January 2026. Input has been sought from across the authority, generating a ‘One Council’
approach to reporting and the recent initiatives and strategies around nature and net zero
have proven very useful in this regard. These include (but are not limited to)

Climate Change and Environment Strategy.

Net Zero workstream and baseline reporting.

Natural Capital Account for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.
Tree and Woodland Strategy.

Biodiversity Strategy.

Highways Trees Policy.

Environmental Justice Index for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.

Hence officers have been able to create a strong commentary for the report that
emphasises the importance of the work undertaken over the past five years. The report also
contains recommendations for actions for the next five years, drawn mainly from action
plans from newly adopted strategies. Officers gathered information from across other
council services using an online form with set questions which is useful test for gathering
information for the annual KPI reporting on for trees and biodiversity.

Section 3 of the report (Future Actions) has been derived directly from Actions Plans and
other reports from previously agreed strategies, such as the Biodiversity Strategy (March
2025).

The next report will be due before 30 September 2030 which crosses into the results of
local government reorganisation (LGR). All local authorities are required to prepare and
publish reports on their compliance with the strengthened duty to biodiversity so this
requirement will remain post LGR. However, there is merit in considering whether the ‘old’
council structure should report before 1 April 2028, leaving the ‘new’ council structure to
2033 to report. This is to be discussed with colleagues closer to the time.
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Alternative Options Considered

As this is a statutory duty, the only alternative options considered were around the optional
elements of the biodiversity report that are explained in paragraph 3.3 above.

Conclusion and reasons for recommendations

Cambridgeshire is considered to be the most nature depleted area in the UK, and the UK is
the most nature depleted area in Europe. This is recognised by national and local
government at all levels and actions to reverse this decline are regarded as a priority.

The Environment Act 2021 is a key government requirement that contains mechanisms for
strategy and policy, such as Biodiversity Net Gain and Local Nature Recovery Strategies
and the strengthened duty on local authorities for biodiversity.

The production of this biodiversity report is a statutory requirement on the council to enable
Defra to monitor progress towards national targets and will inform the quinquennial reviews
of the Environmental Improvement Plan.

Officers have produced the biodiversity report in Appendix 1 in line with Defra guidance that
recognises the significant role played by the County Council towards improving nature and
biodiversity.

Significant Implications

Finance Implications

There are no significant implications around the production of the biodiversity report as it is
being undertaken within existing resources. The statutory reporting covers actions we have
already undertaken; the looking ahead section includes planned actions. However, future
delivery of actions will be subject to separate finance and funding decisions and will be
considered alongside the Council’s other ambitions, service obligations and pressures.
These actions will be guided by the Action Plans for the Biodiversity Strategy and Tree &
Woodland Strategy where the financial challenges were reported at the time.

Legal Implications

This is a statutory function for the council that it must comply with. There are no legal
implications identified, other than not preparing and publishing the biodiversity report in the
timescales set out by Government and therefore risking a legal challenge as a result.

Risk Implications

Failure to comply with a statutory requirement contains risks around legal challenge (as
noted in paragraph 6.2 above) and furthermore could severely damage the reputation of the
county council, particularly following its declaration of a climate and environment
emergency.



6.4 Equality and Diversity Implications

As this is a collation of the work undertaken over the last five years for reporting purposes,
and future actions derived from strategies already agreed in committee, no equality and
diversity implications have been identified.

7. Source Documents
7.1 The documents that have been used to inform the biodiversity report are as follows:

Climate Change and Environment Strategy

Net Zero Programme workstream and baseline reporting (internal link)
Natural Capital Account for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

Tree and Woodland Strategy

Biodiversity Strategy

Highways Trees Policy

Environmental Justice Index for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
Local Nature Recovery Strategy

Appendices:

Appendix 1 — Draft biodiversity report for submission.


https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/climate-change-and-environment-strategy
https://cccandpcc.sharepoint.com/sites/CCCPlaceEconomy/SitePages/Climate-and-nature.aspx
https://cpparkspartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Cambridgeshire-Peterborough-natural-capital-report.pdf
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/improving-the-natural-environment/biodiversity-and-greenspaces/cambridgeshire-tree-and-woodland-strategy
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/improving-the-natural-environment/biodiversity-and-greenspaces/biodiversity-strategy
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d935dd96443340b388b56a2a20af6aa0
https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/lnrs/

