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Executive Summary:  The Guest area Residential Parking Scheme was originally introduced 

in 1977 and includes Guest Road, Collier Road, Mackenzie Road, 
Willis Road and specific addresses on Mill Road. 

 
It is proposed to make several amendments to the existing scheme, 
including; extending the operational period to include Sundays; 
removing the single yellow lines; introducing new shared-use parking 
spaces; installing permit parking area signage and making other 
changes identified in this report. The required Traffic Regulation Order 
has been published, and objections have been received. 

 
The purpose of this report is to inform Members of the feedback 
received and consider whether the proposed amendments should 
proceed. 

 
 
Recommendation:  The Committee is recommended to: 
 

Recommend that the Executive Director of Place and 
Sustainability, in consultation with the Local Member, approves 
the implementation of the amendments to the Guest Road area 
Resident Parking Scheme, as published. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Officer contact:  
Name:  Gary Baldwin 
Post:  Policy & Regulation Engineer 
Email:  gary.baldwin@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
 
Officer contact:  
Name:  James Hostler 
Post:  GCP Project Manager 
Email:  james.hostler@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
 
Officer contact:  
Name:  Nicola Gardner 
Post:  Parking Policy Manager 
Email:  nicola.gardner@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
 
Officer contact:  
Name:  Richard Ling 
Post:  Interim Head of Parking and Traffic Management  
Email:  richard.ling@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
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1. Creating a greener, fairer and more caring Cambridgeshire 

 
1.1 This report relates to the Council’s Ambition 2 (Travel across the county is safer and more 

environmentally sustainable). Resident Parking Schemes (RPSs) prioritise on-street 
parking for residents and their visitors. Better management of on-street parking in 
residential streets may improve road safety. RPSs discourage non-residents driving into the 
city in search of free on-street parking, which is an activity that has the potential to increase 
congestion and pollution.  

 
 

2. Background 
 
2.1  RPSs are generally used in areas where there is competing parking demand from a mixture 

of users, such as residents, businesses, commuters and shoppers. They aim to prioritise 
parking for residents and their visitors in areas where many properties have little or no off-
road parking. 

 
2.2 The Guest Road area RPS is one of the older schemes in Cambridge, indicating that there 

have been very long-standing competing demands for parking in that area. The Guest Road 
RPS is smaller than most others in Cambridge, which means that there are fewer 
opportunities for residents to find parking availability in other streets in the area if a space 
cannot be found close to their own home. These factors mean that parking pressures in the 
Guest Road RPS have gradually increased over time and some residents have requested 
changes to make the scheme work better for them. 
 

2.3 The existing scheme is operational Monday to Saturday, 8am to 8pm, which in 1977 would 
have been adequate due to little Sunday trading occurring at that time and, as a result, less 
pressure on parking on that day of the week. In recent years, some residents have 
requested the inclusion of Sunday to stop non-residents parking in the zone on that day, 
which reduces parking for residents and their visitors. The existing single yellow lines 
prohibit parking on them on Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm, so can be used for parking by 
residents in the evening, overnight and on Sunday, but also allow non-resident parking at 
those times. 

 
2.3 An initial scheme review was carried out in conjunction with the local County Councillor 

following a request for a local highway improvement (LHI), which was submitted at the 
request of residents to amend the scheme. However, the LHI process is not used for 
changes to RPSs, so the scheme was passed to the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) 
to pursue as part of its wider RPS programme. 
 

2.4 As the proposals representment an amendment to the scheme, informal consultation was 
carried out via the local Member and agreed with residents, rather than a more detailed 
consultation exercise. Proposed changes were discussed with the residents’ association 
throughout the design process, and results of that consultation is attached at Appendix 1. 

 

  



3.  Main Issues 
 
3.1 Following the aforementioned consultation and consideration of feedback received, the 

following amendments, as set out in the drawing attached at Appendix 2, were agreed and 
put forward for statutory publication:-  

a) Extend the RPS’s operational hours to include Sundays (8am to 8pm on all days). 

b) Remove the existing single yellow lines (no waiting Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm). 

c) New shared use parking spaces in Mackenzie Road (combined permit holders and 30 
minutes pay & display). 

d) New permit parking area signage to designate the zone as parking for permit holders 
only (provides a more flexible parking regime that does not limit drivers to parking within 
a marked bay). 

e) New car club bay in Collier Road. 

f) New cycle racks in Willis Road. 

g) New planters in Guest Road and Willis Road. 
 
3.2 Before amending an on-street parking Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) there is a statutory 

requirement for the Council to publish a notice of intention to inform interested parties of the 
proposal. This process invites the public to formally object to or submit other 
representations on the proposals in writing within a minimum 21-day notice period. There is 
also a requirement to consult with certain organisations, such as the emergency services, 
and others affected by the proposals. 

 
3.3 The TRO public notice for the Guest Road area RPS amendments, attached at Appendix 3,  

was published in the Cambridge News on 5 February 2025, and the statutory notice period 
ran until 5 March 2025. Additional information was available on the Council’s website and 
notices were posted on-street. A total of 140 letters were sent to all households and 
businesses in the area informing them of the proposals. 

 
3.4 A total of 28 responses were received, which included 11 objections (7 wholly object and 4 

partly object) and 17 offering support (9 wholly support and 8 partly support). Copies of all 
written representations received are attached at Appendix 4. The main issues raised have 
been summarised in the table attached at Appendix 5, with officer responses also given in 
the table. 

 
3.5 Breaking the responses down by road shows the following:- 

a) Guest Road – 6 replies (1 objection and 5 support) 
 b) Willis Road – 11 replies (11 support) 
 c) Mackenzie Road – 4 replies (3 objections and 1 support) 
 d) Mill Road – 6 replies (6 objections) 
 e) Address out of area – 1 reply (1 objection) 
 
 

  



4. Conclusion and reasons for recommendations 
 
4.1 The proposed amendments were originally requested by some residents of the RPS in 

response to issues they experienced finding convenient on-street parking near to their 
homes. That local demand, combined with the feedback received, suggests that there is a 
reasonable level of support for the proposed amendments, although there is some 
opposition. Many of the objections have been received from Mill Road businesses, which is 
understandable, but the primary objective of RPSs is to prioritise parking for residents and 
their visitors, rather than shoppers. Nevertheless, some short-stay parking has been 
allocated in Mackenzie Road, which should help retailers. It is also noted that some 
residents of Mackenzie Road have raised objections to the amendments. 

 
 

5. Significant Implications 
 

5.1 Finance Implications 

 
Funding has been identified from the GCP’s agreed budgets. 
 

5.2 Legal Implications 

 
The statutory processes relating to the requirement to publish and consult on proposed 
TROs have been followed. 

 

5.3 Risk Implications 

 
There are risks, as with the majority of parking schemes, that parking practices will change 
and displacement of parking could occur in roads outside the RPS boundary. However, as 
the amendments are relatively modest, the impacts on adjacent streets are expected to be 
negligible, particularly considering that most adjacent streets already have RPSs. 
 

5.4 Equality and Diversity Implications 

 
The amendments proposed do not significantly impact most protected characteristics, with 
the possible exception of disability. RPSs may affect a disabled person’s ability to park 
close to their home. In this case, the proposed permit parking area signage will provide 
more flexibility where all drivers, including blue badge holders, can park, which should help 
less mobile drivers. Consequently, it is considered that there are no significant adverse 
impacts on disabled persons or others with protected characteristics. 
 

5.5 Climate Change and Environment Implications 

 
RPSs give on-street parking priority to residents and their visitors. These schemes deter all 
day parking by non-residents, such as city centre workers and commuters, so may 
discourage people from driving into Cambridge in search of free on-street parking. This 
means that RPSs have the potential to reduce congestion and improve air quality. 

 

  



6.  Source Documents 
 
6.1  None. 


