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Question from:

Question/ comment:

1. | Simon Brignell
Co-ordinator and Founder
of Toothless in Huntingdon

I'd like to speak as coordinator and founder of Toothless in Huntingdon on the issue of NHS dentistry. I'll be
addressing the committee on the latest GP patient survey data with regard to NHS dentistry and the state of
access locally.

I'll also be asking for an update on the Dec 2023 motion on NHS dentistry moved by Clir Alex Bulat, the
14,000 emergency appointments allocated to our ICS, and what is being done to improve access.

Response from:

Response:

Councillor Graham Wilson
Chair, Adults and Health
Committee

Thank you for your question, and for highlighting the GP survey results that have recently been shared.
Although it is encouraging to see that the percentage of respondents rating their experience of dental
provision as good rising slightly from the last survey, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough is still measuring as
significantly below the national figure which is concerning.

There will be a focus on dental provision in Cambridgeshire at the Health Scrutiny Committee meeting on
3 December 2025 where the Integrated Care Board who lead on this area locally will be providing an
update. Toothless would be welcome to provide a submission as evidence for that meeting, and | will ask
officers to contact you to let you know how that can be done. The Chair of the Health Scrutiny Committee,
Councillor Richard Howitt, is also a member of this committee and so has heard everything you have said
today.




Question from:

Question/ comment:

Working preventatively to promote good oral health is a priority for the Public Health Service at
Cambridgeshire County Council. The team have been working with local system partners including schools
and early years settings to increase our supervised toothbrushing offer for local 3 to 5 year-olds with an
additional 50 places available this year, doubling the previous capacity. We have also worked closely with
our Holiday Activities and Food summer programme providers, distributing 1500 dental packs to children
alongside interactive visits from the oral health team and take-home information to support good oral health
habits.

We also note Councillor Bulat’s motion to council in December 2023 where there were a number of actions:
1. working closely with our Integrated Care Boards (ICB), who have a new responsibility to commission
NHS dentistry, to improve local services in Cambridgeshire and address the inequalities of access in
dental care.
This will be a key part of the report to scrutiny.
2. working with the "Toothless in England” resident campaign group, who have members across
Cambridgeshire including a local branch in Huntingdon, to bring local lived experiences in any

discussion around dental health in our county.

Again, this will be picked up within the scrutiny discussions. Work will be underway looking to
incorporate this lived experience voice into the scrutiny report.

3. continue working with Cambridgeshire schools to promote education on oral health where possible,
focusing on prevention targeting children and young people.

This work continues, led by the Public Health team working with partners and some of this has
already been described.

4. encourage the ICB to explore the feasibility of mobile dentistry in our county, especially in areas
which are less served by public transport; and




Question from:

Question/ comment:

5. call on government for reform including the Units of Dental Activity contracts which are pushing NHS
dentists into private practice.

6. Both these last two points will be subject to the update and for discussion at the scrutiny meeting.




